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A message from our mayor
“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and
prosperity for our community... Our ambitions must be broad enough
to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our
own.’
~Cesar Chavez

I

want to thank the Darien Committee for Intergovernmental Cooperation
(DCIC) for hosting the 2nd annual Town Hall Meeting held on Sept. 25. DCIC
is an intergovernmental group comprised of elected officials from the local
governmental bodies. The group meets approximately six times a year and the
meetings are shown on the city’s cable channel and also available on our web site.
The Town Hall meeting is an excellent opportunity for residents and businesses to
visit and ask questions of their elected representatives.
One of the questions asked of me focused on the city’s strategy to maximize
economic development in Darien. In summary, our economic development
strategy focuses on three distinct areas including the support of current businesses,
recruitment of new businesses, and promoting a shop local concept. These successes
are evidenced by a growth in our local sales tax revenues, redevelopment of key
properties such as Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café and the new Darien Pointe
Center that is currently under construction at 75th and Cass Ave. The city was also
successful in keeping Home Depot and the expanded Walmart in our community
even as both of those businesses had expressed plans to move out of Darien.
I also want to thank everyone in the community for their patience as we live
through the 75th St. road improvements currently underway by DuPage County.
It is hard to imagine that over the next several months we will see the area of 75th
and Cass Ave. transformed into a redeveloped area including the opening of the
new Chase Bank, construction of Darien Pointe, improvements to the southeast
corner of Plainfield and Cass Ave. which will include a park setting with a clock
tower and water feature, and the landscape improvements throughout the area. If
you have any questions regarding the city’s economic development strategies please
contact Bryon Vana, City Administrator, at 630-350-8114 or Dan Gombac, Director
of Municipal Services at 630-350-8106.

Someone you should know
Tyler Jankowski
will perform to
a live audience
of 2.5 million
people on
Thanksgiving
Day

O

n Nov. 27, Tyler Jankowski
will be part of a proud
musical tradition: The
Macy’s Great American Marching
Band in the 88th annual Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade. Honoring
America’s finest high school
musicians, this band is comprised of
select students from each of the fifty
states. 16 year old Tyler Jankowski,
a junior at Downers Grove South
High School and a Darien resident,
is one of just two students selected
from Illinois.
Tyler is very active in the music
department as a percussionist and
is in the Marching Mustangs which
competes every Saturday in the
fall and plays at all home football

games. In February of 2014, he
auditioned for the Macy’s All Star
Marching band and was selected.
Tyler will be playing the large bass
drum. You can see his audition
video on You Tube.
The musicians are under the
direction of Auburn University’s
Dr. Richard Good and Assistant
Director, Barry Houser, from the
University of Illinois. The 185
musicians will be complemented by
approximately 40 flags and dancers.
The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade is internationally recognized
as the official start of the holiday
season and world-famous as a
uniquely American entertainment
extravaganza.

Tyler and the prestigious band will
take an honor position among the
gigantic helium balloons, impressive
floats carrying celebrities, and
the nation’s top marching bands.
Stepping-off from Central Park, the
band will be cheered by the 2.5
million spectators lining the parade
route. Arriving at Macy’s Herald
Square store, the band will perform
for celebrity hosts, a grandstand
audience, and more than 50 million
TV viewers watching the broadcast
live on NBC.
In addition to marching in the
parade, Tyler will enjoy an allexpenses-paid trip that includes
meals, lodging, and New York City
sightseeing.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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A Simple
Holiday
Season

One of the great things about this time of year is getting out into your community to experience it in
a special way. Bundle up, grab a warm drink, and take a winter walk to enjoy the holiday decorations
around town. The beauty of our natural surroundings should not be missed.
Here are some of the festivities and activities in Darien and the surrounding area that will help make
your 2014 holiday season very special, for you and your family.
Darien Historical Society will host
TREE LIGHTING on Sun., Dec. 7,
4pm at Old Lace Schoolhouse &
Museum. Come to hear traditional
carols, Santa’s visit and indoor
refreshments. All ages welcome!

A Christmas Cantata…The
Promise Fulfilled

The Cantata Choir of St. John
Lutheran Church located at 7214
South Cass Avenue in Darien, IL
will perform a Christmas Cantata
“The Promise Fulfilled” to the glory
of God during worship services on
Sat., Dec. 6 at 5pm and on Sun.,
Dec. 7 at 9am Everyone in the
community is invited to attend.
Midweek Advent Services will
be held on Wednesdays, Dec. 3,
10 &17 at 11am and 7pm. The
Children’s Christmas Program is
Sun., Dec. 14, 9am. Christmas
Eve Communion Candlelight
Services are 4pm and 7pm. On
Christmas Day Communion
Service is at 9am. There will also
be a New Year’s Eve Communion
Service at 5pm. sjlcdarien.org,
e-mail info@sjlcdarien.org, call
630-969-7987.

The Marriott Theatre for Young
Audiences presents The Wizard of
Oz live on stage Nov. 7 through Jan.
4, 2015. Based on the classic 1939
MGM movie, this special one-hour
presentation of The Wizard of Oz
features the classic songs “Follow the
Yellow Brick Rd,” “Ding Dong the
Witch is Dead,” and “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow.” A question and
answer session with the cast will
follow every performance. Rachel
Rockwell directs and choreographs
the production, with musical
direction by Ryan T. Nelson and an
all-star cast featuring Chicago area
favorites Dara Cameron as Dorothy,
Alex Goodrich as Tinman, Jeff Max
as The Lion, George Keating as The

Scarecrow and Susan Moniz as The
Wicked Witch. 773-969-5206.

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Play

Progressive Village Performance
Network, Westmont, concludes its
2014 season with four performances
of It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Play, Dec. 12–14. Hailed
as “magical” by The Boston Globe
and “ fresh and inventive” by the
Chicago Sun-Times, It’s a Wonderful
Life: A Live Radio Play transfers the
cinema classic and now-holiday
television tradition to the theater
by staging the story as if it was a
live radio broadcast in front of a
studio audience. As in the movie,

The Cantata
Choir of St. John’s
Lutheran Church
in Darien will
perform ”The
Promise Fulfilled”
on Dec. 6 & 7.

Marriott Theatre presents
The Wizard of Oz
Back by popular demand,
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A Simple Holiday Season

everyman George Bailey must learn
that “no man is a failure who has
friends” (along with a little divine
intervention), when he must face
off against local curmudgeon Henry
Potter. It’s “a surefire reminder
of what this season is all about”
(Edge Magazine). pvpnwestmont.com,
630-963-5252.

Gavin Coyle’s back at the Mac
for “A Celtic Christmas”

Come see his annual Christmas
benefit for People’s Resource Center
on Dec. 5, 8pm, McAninch Arts
Center, College of DuPage. Gavin
is joined by Paul Burgess and Karen
Banaszewski performing holiday
tunes from the U.S. and Ireland.
You can even sing along! For tickets:
peoplesrc.org/gavincoyle.

See trees in a different light at
the Morton Arboretum

This holiday season 50 acres of
vibrant LED lights will once again
transform The Morton Arboretum’s
treescape into a winter wonderland
of color and nature, as Illumination:
Tree Lights at The Morton
Arboretum returns for its second
year.

A symphony of holiday music and
synchronized blue, hot pink and
neon green lights will fill a mile long
stretch of trees.
Lighted trees respond to voice or
touch. Sing to trees to make them
change color and hug trees to see
how they respond. Warm up at
one of our toasty fire pits or stop at
the warming tent for a snack and a
warm beverage.
More kid-friendly features,
including simpler interactive stations
and a scavenger hunt to find the
“Glow Man” hidden along the
Illumination path for a special prize.
Top local bands play every weekend
during Illumination.
Illumination runs Nov. 21–Jan. 3,
evenings 5–9:30pm, with the last
admittance at 8:30pm. Tickets
are available at mortonarb.org, the
Arboretum’s Visitor Services desk,
or by calling 630-719-2066 ($5
handling charge for phone orders).
See mortonarb.org for updated
information on dates and pricing.

Holiday specials at Chuck’s
Southern Cafe

Thanksgiving dinner. You’ve
never had Thanksgiving dinner until

you’ve had it the Chuck’s way. Join
them Thanksgiving Thurs., Nov.
27., 12–5pm. Cream of chicken
rice soup and cream of Poblano
soup, smoked ham with pineapple
glaze, smoked turkey, pulled pork,
candied sweet potatoes, smashed
red skinned garlic potatoes,
sage gravy, corn bread shrimp
and Andouille sausage stuffing,
Andouille sausage stuffing, mac and
cheese, sauteed corn, Cajun green
beans, homemade cranberry sauce,
assorted pie parfaits (including
pumpkin pie parfaits). Seating is by
reservation only. Please note this is
a buffet style dinner. Reservations at
331-431-4000.
Lunch with the Grinch. In
December Chuck's will once again
feature their popular Lunch with
the Grinch, always a fun time for
kids, with a “Grinch Themed”
menu (regular menu for adults).
Due to the popularity of this event,
Lunch with the Grinch is served in
the banquet room. The Grinch will
hand out goodie bags to the kids,
and take pictures with them as just
part of the fun. The Grinch movie
plays throughout lunch. Call to
make your reservation.
Dates:
Fri., Dec. 19, 12–4pm;
Sat., Dec. 20, 12–4pm;
Sun., Dec. 21, 1–5pm;
Mon., Dec. 22, 12–4pm
Tues. Dec. 23, 12–4pm.
Reservations book fast:
331-431-4000

will be flowing and be sure to
expect special tantalizing items for
their Christmas extravaganza. The
Christmas Buffet presentation alone
is jaw dropping.
Breakfast with Santa is held in the
Regency Ballroom. Children are
able to visit with Santa all morning
and each receives a special gift. The
highlight is a magic show designed
just for kids. Reserve early as this
annual tradition sells out every year:
630-245-7600.
Hilton’s New Year's Eve Gala
begins with an opening reception.
Depending upon your choice of
package, enjoy either a three- or
five-hour open bar. “Feast on a
custom five-course dinner. Celebrate
the New Year with a champagne
toast at midnight and dance all night
with entertainment by the Michael
Heaton Band® and DJ by Sounds

Abound—plus, another DJ and
dancing in a second ballroom.

Hotel specials in Lisle

The Hyatt Lisle will be offering
special Peppermint Martinis in the
lobby bar. Information on Hilton,
Hyatt and Sheraton Holiday Hotel
Packages is available on the Lisle
Convention & Visitors Bureau’s
website StayinLisle.com.
Darien’s local organizations, shops
and restaurants have a lot to offer
during the holiday season.
Connect with your community
through giving. There are plenty of
organizations, charities and causes to
choose from. From food pantries to
providing toys for families in need,
or simply giving your neighbors a
helping hand, what is coming at
you is what is coming from you and
giving to your community is a great

way to start.
Small, local businesses are the life
blood of the community. Supporting
them keeps your money here in the
community you live in. Whether
you are giving something personal
like a special experience at Wild
Orchid salon, or something special
like a fruit bouquet from Edible
arrangement, know that your
support of local businesses makes a
big difference.
During the holiday you will also
find a variety of establishments to
grab a snack, sip a drink and feed
your soul. Many groups are hosting
community dinners where you can
eat while giving to a good cause,
and gift certificates area always
available for your family and friends.
Whatever your plans, find ways to
keep things simple and enjoy living
life local this holiday.

Holiday fare at the Hilton-Lisle

Photo © M ichael Hudson, M ichael Hudson P hotography

The Tinsel Colonade is only one of many unique light displays on view at The
Morton Arboretum this holiday season.
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The Award-Winning Allgauer's
Restaurant, located in the Hilton
has an amazing Thanksgiving and
Christmas Day brunch every year
and 2014 is no exception. The
Thanksgiving Brunch Buffet features
snow crab legs, butternut squash
bisque, deviled eggs, herb-crusted
leg of lamb, honey-glazed ham, sageroasted turkey, lemon meringue
tarts and more. The champaign
9
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Recycle your holiday lights!

The search is on
The search is on…it’s that time of year again when our committee begins
its search for a very special man or woman who has given of themselves to
make Darien a “Nice Place to Live!” The Citizen of the Year Committee is
accepting nominations for the 2015 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR. If you know
of a person who goes “above and beyond the call of duty”…is always there
when someone needs a hand…and who has contributed to make Darien
a special place, please write a letter to our committee or fill out one of our
official nomination forms that can be found any time during the year at city
hall or at the Indian Prairie Library.
Nominations may also be submitted electronically at darien.il.us.
A nominee must be a resident of Darien and cannot currently be an
elected official. Please send your nomination to: Citizen of the Year
Committee, 1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien IL 60561. The deadline for
nominations is Jan. 7, 2015. If you have already nominated someone in the
past, that nomination is still valid for consideration; however, we would
appreciate it if you would update any pertinent information.
For more information please call city hall at 630-353-8102.

Don’t know what to do with the
old strands of Christmas lights that
are tangled and broken? Don’t throw
them in the garbage—recycle them!
The City of Darien has again partnered with Elgin Recycling to offer
our residents free recycling of holiday
lights! Last year Darien residents
recycled 1432 pounds of holiday
lights. Not only did this keep them
from ending up in the landfill, the city
made a profit of $214.80.
All light colors and strand lengths

City of Darien has free Christmas tree pickup

John Poteraske, Jr. was the
2014 Darien Citizen of the Year.

Enter the Holiday Lights Decorating Contest

The City of Darien will again be sponsoring the
Holiday Lights Decorating Contest. Each year,
residents that put extra effort into decorating their
homes for the season are nominated by their friends
and neighbors for recognition and prizes. The first
place home receives $200, second place $100, third
place $50, and fourth and fifth place receive $25.
To nominate your own home or another in your
neighborhood, call Diane at 630-353-8102 or email
dnoverini@darienil.gov
Nominations must be received by Dec. 8. Winners
will be announced at the Dec. 15 city council
meeting.
10

will be accepted. Items include
mini-lights (Italian lights), C7 lights,
C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights,
and extension cords. (Please—no
CFLs). From Nov. 17 through Feb.
8, 2015 you may bring your lights to
the Darien Police Department lobby
at 1710 Plainfield Rd. Monday thru
Friday from 7am–7pm, and Saturday
and Sunday from 7am–3pm. For more
information please call 630-353-8115
or visit elginrecycling.com

Holiday Lights Tour

The popular Holiday Lights Tour will be on Mon.,
Dec. 22 this year. The tour will be on school buses,
and will run through the city, passing by each of
the holiday lights winners. This event is free and
refreshments are provided. Because of the high
demand each year, reservations are given on a first
come first serve basis. To make a reservation, please
call city hall at 630-852-5000.

The City of Darien has partnered with Advanced Disposal to provide free
Christmas tree pick-up again this year. On the weeks of Jan. 5 and Jan. 12,
2015, Advanced Disposal will collect Christmas trees left in the parkway on
your normal garbage day. For the trees to be picked up, they must be free of all
ornamentation, including garland, lights, and tinsel. If the tree is bagged, it will
need a sticker to be picked up. If you have any questions regarding this program,
call 630-852-5000.

Protect storm drains—only rain in storm drains!
Have you ever wondered where
exactly the stuff that runs into a storm
drain goes? The mysterious pipes
hidden beneath those metal grates on
your street corner usually connect to a
nearby river or creek. In some places,
storm drains send water underground,
and these aquifers are even harder
to clean up than streams. That’s why
storm drains are only for the rain and
snowmelt!
You can help ensure that our rivers
and drinking water sources are clean
by keeping pollution out of neighborhood storm drains. Pledge to keep
your storm drain clear of leaves and
debris and never dump anything into
a storm drain!

Keep storm drains clear

City and county crews work to keep
storm drains clear, but with thousands
of drains across the state, they need
your help. You can reduce street
flooding by keeping storm drain grates
clear of leaves and debris. Here’s how:
• Take a look at the storm drain grates
in front of your home or business
before and right after a rain or snow
storm. Check to make sure they are

free of leaves and debris.
• Use a rake or pitch fork to clear
leaves and debris from the storm
drain. Please use caution! Do not
put your feet or hands into the
storm drain because dangerous
debris could collect there. Do not
try to remove the grate, only the debris on top of the grate. Dispose of
leaves in your yard waste container
or compost bin.
• When leaves fall into the street, rake
them one foot away from the curb
so they won’t block the path of rain
water.
• If you can’t clean a clogged storm
drain yourself, notify your city or
county public works department
that help is needed.

Never dump in a storm drain

Dumping into a storm drain isn’t
just wrong, it’s against the law.
Automotive fluid, paint, household
materials, pesticides: none of these
things should be poured into a storm
drain where they end up polluting
our rivers and groundwater. Did you
know that 90% of stream pollution is
due to storm water run-off?

• Draining your pool or hot tub to the
storm drain? Not ok. Better to send
it into the sewer via a toilet, sink or
tub drain.
• Washing cars on grass in your yard,
or at a car wash will keep the phosphates from entering streams and
rivers.
• Dumping out coffee or soda from
your car? Instead of pouring it into
the street, pour it onto a lawn or
planted area where the soil can soak
it up and break it down. Better yet,
bring it inside and pour it down the
sink.
• If you change your oil at home, do
it over the grass where toxins can
sink into the ground slowly, rather
than running off the driveway and
into the storm drains. If your car
does leak oil onto your driveway,
remove it from the surface before
it rains. NEVER pour oil down the
stormdrain!
• Disposing of hazardous chemicals?
Take hazardous chemicals to a
household hazardous waste top-off
site. To find one in your area visit
earth911.com.
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It’ll be here before you know it…SNOW
Keep your sidewalks clean

Residents are encouraged to clear
their sidewalk after any measurable
snowfall this winter. Leaving snow
and ice on sidewalks presents a safety hazard to children and residents
who walk to school, the bus stop,
or work. When sidewalks are not
shoveled, pedestrians tend to walk
on streets, which increases their risk
of being struck by a vehicle.

When are the streets plowed?

The Public Works and Police
Departments check streets and
monitor a weather channel so snow
removal crews can be dispatched
out on the streets prior to snow or
icy conditions occurring. Trucks stay
out until all streets and cul-de-sacs
are cleared.

Will the city be able to plow
my street if there is a medical
emergency?

Why doesn’t the city plow
certain streets?

Salt is spread on streets when rain
changes to sleet and ice or when
snow accumulation is less than
one inch. If there is more than one
inch, snow is cleared and salt is put
down. The city plows and salts all
intersections, streets and cul-de-sacs.

Plainfield Rd., Cass Ave., Lemont
Rd. and 75th St. are county roads
and are plowed by the DuPage
County Highway Department.
Frontage roads are under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT). Other
roads that are considered “private,”
establish plowing service contracts
via their management company.

A “snow emergency” is declared
when snowfall exceeds one inch
during a 24-hour period. No parking
is allowed on any city street when
this occurs until the snowfall has
ceased and plowing operations are
completed.
The city cautions residents not to

In order for residents, children
and patrons to utilize city sidewalks
to schools, shopping and exercise
parks, the City of Darien maintains
a policy of plowing primary route
sidewalks through out the city. The
city utilizes two pieces of equipment
to plow approximate 21 miles of
sidewalks. The sidewalk operations
commence after one inch of snow

When is salt used on the
streets?

What are the parking
restrictions during a
snowstorm?

Protect yourself from scams!

park their cars in the street while
shoveling their driveways, since this
impedes snowplows trying to clear
your streets. Please shovel driveways
from side to side in order to avoid
placing snow in the streets and
ensure that garbage cans are not put
in the street during a snowstorm.

Anyone who has a medical
emergency should phone 911. The
dispatcher will contact Public Works
to ensure that your street is cleared
to enable a quick response for any
emergency.

Are any sidewalks plowed?

has fallen, and continue until all the
snow is removed from these routes:
Clarendon Hills Rd. from 67th to
75th St. (both sides)
67th St.—East of Cass to Wilmette
(both sides)
Cass Ave.—67th to Frontage (both
sides)
Plainfield Rd.—Rt. 83 to Manning
Rd. (both sides)
75th St.—Rt. 83 to Lemont Rd. (both
sides)
Manning Rd.—Plainfield to 75th St.
(both sides)
Fairview—Manning to 75th St. (both
sides)
Bailey Rd.—Plainfield to Frontage
(both sides)
Frontage Rd.—Bailey to Oldfield Rd.
(north)
Oldfield Rd.—Frontage Rd._Meyers
Woods Park
If you have any questions, please
contact Ashley at 630-353-8105.

Tree trimming program begins in December
The City of Darien is conducting their annual Parkway
Tree Trimming Program beginning in December in the
following areas:
• The Woodlands of Darien • Farmingdale Terrace South
• Farmingdale Heights
• Farmingdale Terrace West
• Clarefield
• High Point Circle
• Marion Hills North
• Portsmouth
• Marion Hills South
• Brookhaven #1
• Brookdale
• Violet’s Farm
• Farmingdale Terrace
• Reflections of Hidden Lakes
12

Senior Corner

The program also includes contract pricing trees trimmed
on private property. The prices are $70 per tree in the
front yard, and $135 per tree in the back yard. The contract
also includes unit pricing for private property tree removal
and stump grinding. Contact Ryan P. Countryman, Homer
Tree Care Inc. for private property work at 815-838-0320
or via email at Ryan@homertree.com by Feb. 16, 2015.
For additional information regarding the Tree Trimming
Program please contact us at 630-353-8105.

There have been many scams reported to the Darien
Police this year. Some of these reported Scams included:
• Gypsy related criminal activities including: home
repair fraud, distracted (RUSE) entry burglaries,
residential burglaries (stealing valuables from homes
such as jewelry, money, other personal belongings)
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from the City
of Darien Water Department
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from
Comcast Cable
• Callers claiming to be from the IRS, threatening
arrest from past due taxes and demanding credit card
numbers
• Callers claiming to be from Microsoft and asking
for personal information or to remote access your
computer
• Males calling residents claiming to be a federal agent
and threaten arrest for some alleged crime unless
payment is made
• Males calling residents claiming to be a relative under
arrest in another state or country and in need of bond
money

How to protect yourself:

NEVER give out any personal information on the
phone, especially when you do not initiate the call.
The City of Darien has an ordinance against soliciting!
Anyone wishing to go door to door to sell or solicit
MUST have a SOLICITOR PERMIT from the City of
Darien. If in doubt call 911!
Never allow someone to perform driveway sealing
or home repairs on the spot. Ask for business cards
and check on their business reputation, END THE
CONVERSATION! Scammers will press a sense of
urgency to get the homeowner to immediately accept
their proposal, where as a reputable company will let
you check their references!

Never let someone into your home—keep your storm
or screen door locked at all times. This will provide a
secured barrier.
Do not allow anyone entry to your residence that
you have not personally contacted and arranged an
appointment. If someone claims they need assistance,
tell them you will contact the police and have them
wait outside not in your home! If they say they are with
a utility company, call the utility company to verify the
work, or call the police.
If you are approached while you are outside your
home, do not let anyone roam your yard or property.
This will give them an opportunity to check for open
doors and windows while you are being distracted.

When in doubt, let us check it out!

For any police presence please call 9-1-1!

Darien Police Department
Senior Service Officers

In October of 2012 Darien Police Chief Ernest Brown
sent two police officers to specialized training to better
assist the Darien
senior citizen population.
Officers Lauren Renner
and Marina Liska became
the Elder
Services Officers.
Since the start of this
program the Elder
Services Officers
have been busy
meeting with Darien
senior citizens and assisting them with important
services. For questions regarding the City of Darien
Elder Services Officers Program you can contact officer
Lauren Renner at lrenner@darienil.gov or officer Marina
Liska at mliska@darienil.gov, or call 630-852-5000.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110
Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858
Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177
Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230
Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

The City Council meets:
Nov. 3 & 17 and Dec. 1 & 15

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Preschool screenings
scheduled
Darien Public Schools District #61 offers developmental preschool
screening to provide early interventions for children between the ages of
three through five that are suspected to have developmental delays or other
handicapping conditions. Children experiencing significant risk factors
in their environment but not at risk for a disability may be eligible for the
Blended Preschool Program.
Children are screened in five areas: vision, hearing, language development,
fine and gross motor and concept development. Children identified through
the screening process are referred for a full evaluation to determine
eligibility and program needs.
Children eligible for this screening must be three years of age by the
screening date. Only children residing in Darien Public Schools District #61
will be screened.
Screening dates for the 2014–2015 year are:
• Dec. 10
• Feb. 18, 2015
• April 15, 2015.
For more information about screening opportunities or to schedule a
screening appointment, contact the building secretary at Mark DeLay
School at 630-852-0200.

Información Evaluacion Preescolar
El distrito #61 de las Escuelas Públicas de Darien ofrece evaluaciones
preescolares de desarrollo para proporcionar intervenciones tempranas para
los niños entre las edades de tres a cinco años que se sospecha que tienen
retrasos en el desarrollo u otras condiciones de discapacidad.
Los niños que experimentan factores de riesgo significativos de su
ambiente, pero no en riesgo de una discapacidad pueden ser elegibles para
el Programa Preescolar Blende.
Los niños son evaluados en cinco áreas: la visión, la audición, el desarrollo
del lenguaje, motricidad fina y gruesa y el desarrollo del concepto. Los niños
identificados a través del proceso de selección se refieren a una evaluación
completa para determinar las necesidades y requisitos del programa.
Los niños elegibles para esta evaluación deben tener tres años de edad en
la fecha de evaluación. Sólo los niños que residen en el Distrito #61 de las
Escuelas Públicas de Darien se evaluaran.
Fechas de evaluación para el año 2014–2015 son:
• 10 de Diciembre
• 18 de Febrero, 2015
• 15 de Abril, 2015
Para obtener más información sobre las oportunidades de evaluación y
el horario para programar una cita, por favor póngase en contacto con la
secretaria de la Escuela Mark Delay al número 630-852-0200.

“Run to Read!” adds to
libraries
by Mary Andersen

F

itness—check! Leadership—check! Character—
check! These were the three foundational pillars
that helped support the Boosterthon Fun Run
at both Mark DeLay and Lace Elementary Schools in
Darien in the spring of 2014. The goal of the DeLay/
Lace PTA, through this wonderful endeavor, was to
raise $10,000 to update both of the school libraries. Our
district librarian, Mrs. Diane Nelson, would be integral
in choosing titles that would enhance student learning
and align to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
She would also ask for teacher input to get books that
went along with the recently adopted Wonders series for
reading/writing instruction.
It’s one thing to have a goal. It’s another to surpass it!
That’s exactly what our students did. The Boosterthon
Fun Run—dubbed “Run to Read!”—raised $16,000! That
meant $8,000 per school library. That’s a lot of books!
This initiative was positive from the start. Let’s take
a look back. The company, found by our wonderful
DeLay/Lace PTA, came out to each school and had a
meeting with the teachers to hype the event and explain
how this was going to work for our school. There was
going to be minimal extra work for the teachers, and
it was going to be a positive team building experience
for their students. Although it was brand new to our
buildings, the teachers were immediately on board. That
was key to the success as they could promote it within
their classrooms.
The Boosterthon was kicked off with an all school pep
rally. It wasn’t like anything we have seen before. There
was music blasting and a big screen with videos and a
positive message throughout. The kids got to take home
a personalized pamphlet that explained the program
to parents and promoted the fundraising capabilities.
There was an online component for parents to register
donations for the students and Skylerts, our family email
system, went home to families to keep them updated on
the event. For the students, it was more than just raising
money for their school. It was having fun with their
friends and learning how to be a better friend.
The event was promoted schoolwide through its
duration. Mrs. Kompare and Ms. Dwyer gave a shout
out each morning during the announcements. There
was a team huddle each day in the gym, per grade
level, that kept track of donations and congratulated the
students on their efforts. And at the end of each day,
a Boosterthon representative gave the daily totals and
a character message on the intercom. You have never

seen a cuter site than kids doing a “camp high five” in
the hallways as we got the daily totals.
The theme of our Boosterthon was “Camp High
Five.” Each classroom came up with a team name and
had a poster to hang outside their door. It supported
the notion that they were all in this together. WE were
doing something positive for our school and all of our
hard work was going to pay off! Parents had the option
of making a one time flat donation, or they could pledge
a certain amount per lap that their student completed.
ALL donations were appreciated!
Even if students weren’t able to make a monetary
donation to the event, ALL students were able to
participate in the FUN RUN that was held in May.
DeLay and Lace ran on different days so parents of
students in both buildings were able to cheer them on.
The weather was amazing. The event was over the top.
There were neighborhood families who took a walk
over to the school just to see what all the fun was about.
There was music blasting to motivate the runners and
water breaks to stay hydrated. Teachers and staff helped
to keep track of the laps that the students completed.
ALL students and staff received a FUN RUN t-shirt at
no cost. We would like to thank you for your continued
support of this PTA initiative that was new to us last
year. Your help is what made this possible.
This fundraiser put the “fun” in earning money for
your school.
Mary Andersen is in charge of
Enrichment at Mark DeLay School
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Student art that needs
its owner
Mark DeLay School needs your
help! We have some beautiful pieces
of student artwork that need to find
their way home. They had been on
display at the school in previous
years, before we became grade level
centers.
The following is a list of the
pieces. If you think you are the
rightful owner, or may know the
rightful owner, please call the
DeLay office: 630-852-0200.
Thanks for your help!!

Technology continues to grow
in Darien School District #61
by Erin Dwyer
In the ever-changing technological
world, school districts must work
quickly to ensure the newest
technologies are at the fingertips of
their staff and students.
Darien School District 61
has been very lucky to provide
our students with a plethora of
technologies, in order to continue
preparing students for the future
that lies ahead.
At the end of last school year,
the district tech team, along with
district-level administration worked
diligently to prepare a three-year
technology plan that would suit
the future needs of the district.
The district worked to ensure the
purchases would meet the demands
of the ever-changing world of
technology, while supporting the
curriculum within the district;
thereby providing an added
resource to staff and students. The
Board of Education approved the
plan at the end of the 2013–2014
school year. The equipment arrived
during the summer and the team set
forth launching the tools necessary
to ensure a smooth transition for all.
Mark DeLay, Lace, and
Eisenhower Junior High have been
very lucky in past years to be able to
provide their students and staff with
a plethora of various technologies.
In past years, the district has
provided each teacher a laptop,
SmartBoard, and document camera
in classrooms to ensure integration
of technology into the curriculum
on a daily basis. Computers,
laptop carts, and iPad carts were
also situated at each of the three
buildings, for student usage
throughout the day. These laptop
and iPad carts allow students to
16

have technology at their fingertips.
Because of the success seen with
previous purchases by the district,
the new technology plan allowed
for the purchase of additional
equipment. Laptops and iPads were
added to the previous inventory at
all three buildings this school year;
thus allowing more students to have
their hands on technology, on a
more frequent basis.
In addition to receiving new
equipment, plans were put in
place to ensure older equipment
was updated and in good working
condition. New memory was
installed to older machines,
new projectors were placed for
SmartBoard technology, and new
software was added for SmartBoards
and wireless projecting. Each
Kindergarten through fifth grade
classroom received an iPad to be
used to integrate technology in to
the daily classroom instruction. In
addition, Google Chromebooks
were introduced to Eisenhower
Junior High School. With all of this
new equipment, the district had to
ensure the network and server could
keep up with the new resources,
therefore, the district’s network and
servers were upgraded.
Staff and students are very excited
about the added technology in
all three buildings. By integrating
technology in to our daily

curriculum, we are hoping to better
prepare our students for the future.
With technology, teachers can bring
enriching lessons and activities in
to the classroom. There are many
ways that technology can be used
to enhance a classroom lesson.
Students at Mark DeLay have been
working with the technology during
their center time activity; keeping
students actively involved in their
own learning. Last school year,
while studying weather patterns,
a fourth grade classroom at Lace
School was able to chat live with
Andy Avalos, meteorologist at ABC
News. The students were able to
take a virtual tour of the newsroom
and ask Andy questions about
weather and being a meteorologist.
This school year Eisenhower Junior
High students will be working with
Google Classroom, where teachers
will be able to digitally send out
and collect assignments. These are
only a few ways that technology is
integrated throughout the school
day.
Technology, along with a rigorous
curriculum and powerful teachers,
will take our Darien School District
61 students, our future leaders, to
new heights. We are very excited to
see where the future takes us!
Erin Dwyer is the
Principal of Lace School

*Drawing: Dean S.,
5th Grade, Mrs. Atwood
*Crayon Drawing: Rachel R.,
5th Grade, Mrs. Parr
*Drawing: Laura B.,
5th Grade, Mrs. Parr 2001
*Painting: Kevin B.,
6th Grade, Miss Tomiano 2001

We need you for the
Superintendent’s
Advisory Committee
Are you willing to give one hour
of time five times per year to get
and give feedback on District #61
issues?
Do you live in District #61’s
attendance area?
Do you like to share facts and
information you learn about your
school district?
If you answered yes to any
of these questions, you are just
the person we are looking for as
we create the Superintendent’s
Advisory Committee. This
committee plans to meet five times
per year from 7–8pm at a different
District #61 school.

Nov. 7
Nov. 24
Nov. 25

2014–2015 School Calendar

First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Parent-Teacher Conferences 12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Dec. 19
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Jan. 5
Schools Reopen
Jan. 16
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Jan. 19
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Jan. 23
Second Quarter Ends
Jan. 30
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Feb. 12
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5-8pm
Feb. 13
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8am–11am
Feb. 16
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
Feb. 27
County Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
Mar. 13
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Mar. 27
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Apr. 3
Third Quarter Ends
Apr. 6
Schools Reopen
Apr. 10
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
May 1
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
May 25
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
June 3
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
June 4–5 *These days will be declared Local Holidays
June 8–10 if no days are required for closing school during the year
due to an emergency. If these days are not required,
then the last day of pupil attendance will be as
shown above.

We will begin meeting on Nov. 5,
once we have established a group of
individuals.
Future meeting dates are:
Jan. 7, 2015, Feb. 11, 2015, March
11, 2015, and April 8, 2015.
If you are interested in being a
part of this committee, contact
Mary Lang, Secretary to the
Superintendent, at 630-968-7505
or by email to mlang@darien61.org.
Include in the subject line of

your email: Superintendent’s
Advisory Committee. Your contact
information should include: Your
name, address, phone number, email
address, and, if applicable, the grade
levels of your children.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Celebrate the holidays at the Darien Park District
The Darien Park District has
many special events coming up this
holiday season. More information
available at darienparks.com.

The Eclipse Select Super Rec
soccer program is offering Friday
skills class as well as a Sunday
soccer league for kid’s pre-k to 8th
grade starting Nov. 7. Training and
games run by the nationally known
Eclipse Select SC. Our league will
minimize the number of players on
the field which will allow more time
for the participants to touch the ball.
Register at the Sportsplex today!

Baby & Kid’s Wear—Reduce,
Re-use & Recycle Sale

Sat., Nov. 1, 9am–1pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
Buy good, usable maternity
clothes, children’s clothing for
children age 8 and under, toys,
baby gear and children’s furniture.
Buyers be prepared to purchase
great bargains for your baby, child or
expectant mother.

A Dicken’s of a
Holiday Craft Show

Sat., Nov. 15, 9am–3pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
Calling all craft enthusiasts! The
Darien Park District announces their
5th annual holiday craft show and
sale. This show will be the perfect
place to find unique, one-of-a-kind,
handcrafted holiday gifts and will
offer something for everyone.

Presenting the Darien Sportsplex
NEW indoor youth soccer programs

Turkey Shoot

Sat., Nov. 22, 11am–12pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
Lace up those basketball shoes
and join us this fall for a holiday free
throw contest! This competition will
be for children ages 6–12 and shooters will be split up by age group.
Prizes will be given out to our top
finishers! This is a FREE event but
pre-registration is required.

Pizza with Santa

Friday Skills Class: $70R/$80NR
Sunday League: $70/$80NR
Friday Skills & Sunday League:
$135/$145NR

Fri., Dec. 5, 6:30-7:45pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
Did you know that next to cookies
and milk, Santa’s favorite food to
eat is PIZZA!! So we decided to
invite Santa to join us for a pizza
party and we want you to be there
too! Besides having pizza and a
beverage, we will make a craft, play
some games and do some jumping
in our bounce house. Weather
permitting, we will have a candy
cane hunt outside at the end of the
event so dress warmly and bring
your flashlight. Pre-registration is
required.

Inflata-palooza
& Rootbeer Floats

Tues., Dec. 30, 5:30–7:30pm
Darien Sportsplex,
451 Plainfield Rd.
This event will benefit our Day
Camp trip to “Feed My Starving
Children.” Come jump with us as
we support a good cause! Spend
the night using our big inflatables,
playing on the soccer field and
enjoying root beer floats. $5 per
person for unlimited inflatable fun.
$1 per root beer float.

Don’t miss out on the fun, our winter skills class and league will start
again after the Holidays on Jan. 9, 2015. Make sure to mark your calendar!

Find unique gifts for everyone on your list at the annual holiday craft show.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members
Chase
7501 Cass Ave., Darien
Ashley Falor, Branch Manager
630-743-2331
Chase of Darien focuses on customer needs. With
convenient accessibility, the Chase team of experienced
professionals provides premium banking solutions,
available only through Chase, with exclusive access to
the expertise and investment capabilities of J.P. Morgan.
If there’s a way we can improve your experience with
Chase at any time, please let us know.

Foundations for Learning
917 Ironwood Ave., Darien
Deborah Allen
630-297-8937
Private Tutoring K-6 with state
certified teachers. We provide
student centered learning,
individualized lesson plans, partnership with home/
school, flexible scheduling. Core subjects, test prep,
homework help, study skills, behavior modification.
Personalized approach.

The Crazy Burrito
7516 S. Cass Ave., Darien
Dave Witthoeft
630-968-0930
The Crazy Burrito formally
El Burrito Loco is now doing
business across the street in Brookhaven Plaza. We
have been serving the community for 18 years. We
offer Authentic Mexican Cuisine using only the freshest
ingredients prepared daily. We offer a full service menu
with a wide variety of selections.

Project Home Children’s Foundation
146 Iris Rd., Darien
Kelly Chlada
630-674-2710
We are a local non-profit
that strives to support
underprivileged children by providing adoption grants,
supporting orphanages and programs benefiting
children, including those with special needs. We seek to
partner with other organizations that share our vision.
For more information visit: projecthomecf.org.

Darien Immediate Care
8190 S. Cass Ave., Darien
Mika Chadha
630-541-5072
We are a conveniently located health
care facility that provides prompt
attention to all non-emergency
medical needs – from sudden illnesses and injuries to
physicals and immunizations. With an onsite lab and
diagnostic imaging, we will be able to diagnose and tend
to your medical conditions in a timely manner.

Staden & Co.
805 Plainfield Rd., Suite 114, Darien
Phillip A. Staden, C.P.A.
630-654-1040
We offer individual, business and trust tax return
services. All of our tax returns are electronically filed. In
addition we provide accounting/bookkeeping services
on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis along with
payroll services. Please visit our website: stadencpa.com.
Staden & Co. is a Veteran Owned company.

Upcoming Events

Nov. 14
Dancing with the Chamber Starz Fundraiser—
A Gala Event
Ashton Place, 6:30pm
Nov. 19
DWB Polka Dot
Progressive Networking Luncheon
Holiday Inn Carol Stream, 11:30am
Nov. 25–Dec. 24
Shop Local Shop Darien
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Congratulations DarienFest winners!

2014 Darien Idol Winner
Darien resident Eddie Andersen (center)

2014 Battle of the Bands winner Clear Confusion

Dancing with the Chamber Starz

Thank you artists

A heartfelt thank you to local
artists who designed and created
the Adironack Chairs for the
Silent Auction which was held at
DarienFest. Laurie Alvear, Tracey
Beaumont, Nancy Kazmarek,
Theresa Lucas, Sally Salvato, Janet

Dancing with the Chamber Starz Fundraiser—A Gala Event will be held on
Nov. 14 at Ashton Place. An elegant evening includes open bar all evening
long, hors d’oeuvres, general open dancing for all, dinner, silent auction,
by choice raffle, live professional performances and dance competition.
Price per person is $70. Register online at darienchamber.com. Our celebrity
dancers include: Chuck Pine, President, Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café;
Gail Sablick, President Wild Orchid Salon; Michael Overmann, Attorney,
Michael Overmann, LTD; Thomas Papais, Rose Landscape Design, Inc.;
Karyn McCarthy, Executive Director, PowerForward DuPage; Mayor Kathleen
Weaver; Patrick Gillespie, member Darien Lions Club; Dr. Bryan Laneville,
DC, Chiropractor, Laneville Family Chiropractic; Deborah Allen, President,
Foundations For Learning; Paul Guagenti, Vice President, Government
Relations, Republic Bank; Anne Brennan, President, Darien Woman’s Club and
Desiree Shehata, Darien Chamber of Commerce office assistant.
Gelatka Hubacek, Leah Erdmann
and Dina Tantillo all contributed
their talents. $1135 was raised to
send meals to women in Darien
and surrounding communities going
through breast cancer treatment. A
special thank you to Gail Sablick,

Dec. 7
DHS Tree Lighting Ceremony
Old Lace School, 4pm

Dec. 9
Darien Chamber Holiday Luncheon
Carrabba’s Italian Grill, 11:30am
Save the Date—Jan. 29, 2015
2014 Darien Chamber Excellence Awards &
State of the Chamber
Visit darienchamber.com to view Shop Local Shop Darien
Preferred Deals at these participating Darien businesses:

B&R Dentists
Barefoot Books
Caldwell, Coren &
Sceggel
Carriage Greens
Country Club
Chuck’s Southern
Comforts Café
The Crazy Burrito
Culver’s
Edward Jones
—James Burke

President at Wild Orchid Salon for
helping coordinate the event, the
merchants at Chestnut Court that
showcased the chairs and Fruitful
Yield for donating the gift bags for
the affected women.
First Merchants Bank
The Fruitful Yield
Home Run Inn
Jet’s Pizza
La Notte Due
Mi Hacienda
Patio Restaurant
Q Bar & Grill
The Goddard School
Wild Orchid Salon
Zazzo’s Pizza & Catering
New businesses added
each month
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Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in
the business community
Benedictine University reports its second-highest
undergraduate enrollment. While other area colleges
and universities are consolidating or cutting back in
response to market changes impacting their enrollment,
Benedictine’s traditional undergraduate enrollment
continues to increase. More than 780 new freshmen
and transfer students packed the University’s grounds
at the main campus in Lisle enjoying food and fun at
Welcome Weekend—a series of events held to ease the
transition to college and introduce new students and
their parents to Benedictine. The growth of incoming
fall 2014 students represents the second highest fall
undergraduate enrollment in the University’s history,
said Kari Gibbons, Benedictine’s vice president for
Enrollment Services.
Benedictine University
President William J.
Carroll has been named a
recipient of an INSIGHT
Into Diversity Visionary
Award, which recognizes
individuals who have made
significant past and present
contributions to diversity in
higher education and who
have made an indelible
mark in broadening diversity
and inclusion at their college or university.
The Country House Restaurant, currently
located at 6460 College Rd. in Lisle, will be replacing
the former Big Apple Pancake House at 2799 Maple
Ave. in the Green Trails Shopping Center. The new
space will allow for outdoor dining, catering, a private
party and event room, and better visibility from the
street. The move comes at the same time that the
restaurant group is celebrating its 40th anniversary.
The current Lisle location will remain open during
the construction, and is expected to close 1–2 weeks
before the move in November.
For the last 34 years, wilderness photographer Jim
Williams has been on a personal quest to reach
and photograph all the lakes (150+) tucked into the
rugged mountain landscape of a Rocky Mountain
National Park in Colorado. The result is High Altitude
Paradise, a stunning collection of his breathtaking

photographs and the stories behind them. For 30
years, Jim and Pam Williams were teachers in Downers
Grove School District #58. For all of those years,
Jim ran a humble photo business as a wilderness
photographer.
As a family,
Jim, Pam, and
their daughter,
Meredith,
traveled the
country seeking
adventures
that were wild
in nature and
full of outdoor
challenges.
Packed in a
beautiful, 10"
x 10" hardcover coffee table book, Jim has chosen
110 photographs along with background information
for each image. Intertwined between chapters are 15
essays written in an attempt to explain why someone
would spend a small lifetime climbing up and over
mountains looking for large puddles of water. Profits
from the book go to Jim and Pam’s late daughters
Meredith Williams Foundation and to Rocky Mountain
National Park. The book is available at Anderson’s
Book Shop in Downers Grove, the bookstores in
Rocky Mountain National Park, Brownfields Souvenirs
and Outdoor Gear, and Macdonald Book Shop in
Estes Park, CO. It is always available at Jim’s website:
inwildlight.com.
Don’t forget—“Shop Local,Shop Darien.” The
Darien Chamber of Commerce and various local
businesses are offering special holiday deals. Find the
list of participating businesses at darienchamber.com.

Around the Block
Fall Craft and Vendor Fair comes to Hinsdale
South
Hinsdale South Post Prom Fall Craft & Vendor fair Sat., Nov.
8, 9am–3pm, Hinsdale South High School Cafeteria, 7401
Clarendon Hills Rd. Come and find unique treats and gifts for
the holidays. Enjoy shopping with family and friends.

Society hosts tree lighting
Darien Historical Society will host the Tree Lighting ceremony on Sun., Dec. 7, 4pm at Old Lace Schoolhouse &
Museum. Come to hear traditional carols, Santa’s visit and
indoor refreshments. All ages welcome!
Membership questions can be directed to DHS at
630-964-6792. Your support for preserving the schoolhouse
building's exterior is solicited. Road construction at the 75th
& Cass intersection has been extremely wearing. Donations
may be addressed to Darien Historical Society at 7422 Cass
Avenue, Darien, IL 60561. Happy holidays to you and your
special ones!

District 63 earns Gold Circle of Quality award

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
Darien, Willowbrook, In many instances, those in desperate
need come for immediate assistance which Hope’s Front Door
provides in gas vouchers, food vouchers, rail passes, sometimes
an overnight hotel respite stay.
Hopes Front Door has become a first responder to clients
in poverty, addressing the immediate physical and emotional
needs while also providing long-term solutions. They have
partnered with seven local community banks which provide
the Banking Assistance Program encouraging people to put
aside savings for emergency situations. To encourage healthy
saving habits, participating banks will provide a matching grant
for individuals who consistently save money. Hope’s Front
Door has prescription programs, exams/eye glasses and dentistry assistance for people who need urgent medical care.
But the pride of Hopes Front Door is the Pathways to
Employment program. Over 2500 local people are registered
to receive weekly updates on local employment opportunities.
Several companies have responded and interviewed people,
even providing on sight training, for jobs like welding, CDL
certification for bus driving and other manufacturing positions.
Twelve of Hope’s Front Door clients are moving from government assistance to healthy steady salaries and stability.
“We are giving more than a hand out; we are empowering
people to reclaim their lives and dignity. As we talk about
all that happens under our roof, I thought it very important
that everyone knows exactly how much this organization is
changing lives right here in our own backyard,” Senior Pastor
Scott Oberle, a Hope’s Front Door Board Member, passionately states in his hope for anyone in crisis to take advantage
of the help offered.
Hope’s Front Door, 1047 Curtiss St., Downers Grove.
hopesfrontdoor.org 630-322-9803

Cass School District 63’s Blended Prekindergarten Program
was recently recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education, the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development,
the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services,
and the Illinois Department of Human Services by receiving
The Gold Circle of Quality Award for Concord Elementary
School’s Prekindergarten program. The Gold Circle of Quality Award is the highest level attainable and rates programs
on early learning and development for children from birth to
age five using the ExceleRate System. The ExceleRate System
unifies all of the state’s early learning programs under a common set of standards. To achieve the award, a program needs
to demonstrate high quality on all 15 ExceleRate standards,
verified by an independent assessor evaluating teaching and
learning, family and community engagement, leadership and
management, and qualifications and continuing education.
Congratulations to the parents and guardians; Principal Dr.
Laura Anderson; Blended Prekindergarten Parent Coordinator, Mrs. Pamela Worth; Blended Prekindergarten teachers,
Ms. Lauren Grochowski, Mrs. Krista Jamrose, and Ms. Susan
Zurawski; and Speech and Language pathologists, Mrs. Jane
York and Mrs. Maggie Curley; and teaching assistants Mr.
Doug Birk, Ms. Kathy Donelan, Ms. Rebecca Greenberg, Ms.
Megan Syring, and Ms. Stephanie Szykowny.

Spearheaded by the Clarendon Hills Lions Club, a group of
Lions Clubs in Communities served by SEASPAR, have come
together to make a $48,000 donation to SEASPAR for the
purchase of a new 14-passenger, specially equipped bus, for
the transport of SEASPAR patrons to competitions and events.
SEASPAR provides a wide variety of programs and services for
individuals with all types of disabilities and of all ages.
The Lions Clubs supporting this project include, Clarendon
Hills, Darien, Westmont, Downers Grove, and Lisle. Each of
these Clubs has made a donation of funds raised by the individual Clubs through their special events/sale of goods/ etc.
The participating Lions Clubs are planning a dedication event
on the morning of Nov. 22 at Clarendon Hills Lions Park.

Hope’s Front Door helps many in Darien

Darien Lions Club Foundation has Pies for Eyes

Hope’s Front Door changes lives for approximately 4,000
residents every year from Downers Grove, Lisle, Westmont,

The Darien Lions Club Foundation has partnered with
Pies by Fasano (“As Good As Mother’s and Better Than
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Five local Lions Club chapters work together
on $48,000 donation to SEASPAR

Others”) for their inaugural Pies for Eyes fundraiser. Apple,
cherry, blueberry and pumpkin pies are available for purchase now with pick up or delivery on the weekend before
Thanksgiving (Nov. 22 & 23) at a tax deductible cost of $14
per pie. darienlionsclubfoundation.org, Andrew Brunsen at
773-957-3900.

Sponsor a local family in need
The Darien Lions Club Food Basket Program provides ham,
turkey, dairy products, produce and canned goods to needy
families in Darien and nearby communities. Last year, with
the support of several local businesses, the Darien Lions Club
was able to provide baskets to over 200 families. Along with
the food items provided by the Darien Lions Club, the Darien
Park District provides gifts for distribution to any needy families with small children. The cost to sponsor a local family is
$75 and checks can be made payable to the Darien Lions Club
Foundation, 1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien, IL 60561. Contact
food basket Chairman Lion Don Cozolino at 630-750-7007
or doncozzolino@yahoo.com

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
ers, USO workers, and medical volunteers. If you or someone
you know would like to share your experiences, please contact
Joe Popowitch at 630-887-8760 x240.
Local Authors Fair. Join the Indian Prairie Public Library
for their 2015 Local Authors Fair on Sat., Jan. 17, 10am to 1pm
The event will feature Joanne Zienty, winner of the 2014 Soon
to Be Famous Illinois Author Project. The library is accepting
applications through Dec. 1, and writers of children’s, teen, and
adult fiction and nonfiction literature, as well as self-published
writers, are encouraged to apply. localauthorsfair.ippl.info.
Homebound Delivery. Home delivery of library materials can be arranged at no charge if an IPPL cardholder is permanently homebound due to age or disability or temporarily
disabled for at least one month due to illness or surgery. Books,
including large print and audio, movies, music, or magazines
can be provided. homebound@ippl.info or Mary Schueren,
630-887-8760 x 265.
The library’s new Junction series of programming is designed
to inspire community members to learn something new, create
from scratch, and share their knowledge with their neighbors.
IPPL card-holders who participate in designated Junction programs will earn entries into monthly and grand prize drawings,
donated by the Friends of IPPL.

At Indian Prairie Public Library
KidsTech for Kids & Families. Families can now check
out a variety of devices and content at the Indian Prairie
Public Library. Family Rokus allow users to stream children’s
movies and educational programs to their TVs over wireless
Internet. Kindle Fires come pre-loaded with parenting apps
and magazines, and popular children’s/teen book titles. New
LeapFrog devices include LeapFrog Ultra tablets, LeapFrog
Tag reading systems, and LeapFrog Junior Tag reading systems. kidstech.ippl.info.
Veterans History Project. Veteran’s Day is Nov. 11, and
the Indian Prairie Public Library is working with the Library
of Congress in Washington, DC to collect and preserve the
personal stories of war veterans, including recent conflicts.
They are also interested in the stories of U.S. civilians who
actively supported war efforts, including war industry work-

Upcoming events at Naper Settlement
Weed Ladies Winter Floral Sale. The Weed Ladies winter
sale features holiday-themed floral arrangements and accessories and is 10am–4pm Thurs., Nov. 13 to Sat., Nov. 15 and
from 1–4pm Sun., Nov. 16 in the historic Daniels House..
Victorian Holiday Traditions. Celebrate the season from
3 to 5pm Saturday, Dec. 6 with a guided tour of the Martin
Mitchell Mansion.
World War I Christmas Miracle. Rochelle Pennington,
author of “World War I Christmas Miracle,” will present a
program from 4–5pm Sun., Dec. 14, based on the true story
included in her book, Christmas Gifts: Ten of the Greatest Ever
Given.
Call 630-420-6010 or visit napersettlement.org for pricing
and additional information.
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Spotlight on Arts
Marriott Theatre presents Wizard of OZ

Back by popular demand, the Marriott Theatre for
Young Audiences presents The Wizard of Oz live on
stage Nov. 7 through Jan. 4, 2015. Based on the classic
1939 MGM movie, this special one-hour presentation
of The Wizard of Oz features the classic songs ”Follow
the Yellow Brick Road,” “Ding Dong the Witch is Dead,”
and “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” A question
and answer session with the cast will follow every
performance. Rachel Rockwell directs and choreographs
the production, with musical direction by Ryan T.
Nelson and an all-star cast featuring Chicago area
favorites Dara Cameron as Dorothy, Alex Goodrich as
Tinman, Jeff Max as The Lion, George Keating as The
Scarecrow and Susan Moniz as The Wicked Witch.
773-969-5206.

Art gallery exhibits rarely seen work
by Ed Paschke

Edward Francis Paschke was a PolishAmerican painter
whose childhood interest in animation and cartoons,
as well as his father's creativity in wood carving and
construction, led him toward a career in art. Through

theatre, dance, music, fine arts, photography, galleries, events

Sun., Nov. 30, the Fr. Michael E. Komechak, O.S.B., Art
Gallery at Benedictine University will commemorate
the 10-year anniversary of the artist’s death with an
exhibition celebrating the lively and pop art-influenced
representational imagery associated with Paschke’s
art. The exhibition is comprised of family members’
collections, which have rarely been seen in public.
Progressive Village Performance Network, Westmont,
concludes its 2014 season with four performances of It’s
a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play, Dec. 12–14. Hailed as
“magical” by The Boston Globe and “ fresh and inventive”
by the Chicago Sun-Times, It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Play transfers the cinema classic and now-holiday
television tradition to the theater by staging the story
as if it was a live radio broadcast in front of a studio
audience. As in the movie, everyman George Bailey
must learn that “no man is a failure who has friends”
(along with a little divine intervention), when he must
face off against local curmudgeon Henry Potter. It’s “a
surefire reminder of what this season is all about” (Edge
Magazine). pvpnwestmont.com, 630-963-5252.

On Nov. 5 at 7pm, Mayslake Peabody Estate
welcomes Picosa, a professional chamber music
ensemble comprised of flute, clarinet, violin, cello, and
piano, in its first concert of the season. Members of
Picosa are among Chicago’s elite professional musicians,
performing in numerous solo and ensemble contexts,
and serving on the faculties of local colleges including
North Central College, Elmhurst College, and Wheaton
College. This concert will be the first of four concerts
presented at the historic and elegant Mayslake Peabody
Estate this season.
Each Picosa concert program encompasses a
broad range of classical repertoire from baroque
to contemporary. The ensemble is also committed
to highlighting one work by a composer currently
living in the Chicago area on every program. Picosa
is especially thrilled to partner with Hesed House,
Aurora, in support of their work helping families
transition out of homelessness. The ensemble performs
at Hesed House charitable events and teaches children’s
workshops. They also donate 20% of all ticket sales to
Hesed House and accept donations at each concert.
PicosaMusic.com. Tickets are $25; student/senior, $23; $5
discounts for donated items. Mayslake Peabody Estate,
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook, 630-850-2363.

Feature your buisness here!

Call 630-995-3482

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

N O V E M B E R 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play

New local chamber music ensemble Picosa
opens its inaugural season
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Happy
Thanksgiving

Craft Sale
9am-3pm
St. John Early
Learning Center

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

2
Daylight Savings
Time ends

3
NaNoWriMo
Write-In
6:30pm
Library

4
Election Day
DIYTeens
—Shoebox
Smartphone
Projector
4pm, Library
Tech Talk
—Wearables
7pm, Library

9

10

11
Veterans Day

5
Turn Your Writing
into an E-book
6:30pm
Library
Picosa Ensemble
7pm
Mayslake

12
An Evening with
Author Barry Lyga
7pm
Library
Novel Idea Book
Club
7pm
Library

16

17
NaNoWriMo
Write-In
6:30pm
Library

18

19

3D Printing
6pm
Library

ACT Practice Test
1pm
Library

6
Lyric Opera
Lecture:
Porgy and Bess
7pm
Library

13
Thursday
Afternoon
Movie—Captain
America: The
Winter Soldier
2pm
Library

20
Family Reading
Night
6pm
Library
Easy Appetizers
6:30pm
Library

23
Thanksgiving
Harvest Design
2pm, Library

30

24

25
Shop Local—
Shop Darien
through Dec. 24

26

27
Happy
Thanksgiving

7

8

Play to Learn
1, 2, or 3pm
Kids Club Fridays
— Book Club
4pm
Movies of World
War I
The Big Parade
7pm
Library

Post Prom Craft
Sale
9am-3pm
Hinsdale South HS

14
Kids Club Fridays
- Games Club
4pm
Library

15
Teens Hacking
Electronics
11am
Library

Dancing with the
Chamber Stars
6:30pm
Abbington
Banquets

21

22

Kids Club Fridays
—LEGO Club
4 pm, Library
Call of Duty: Teen
Video Game
Tournament
6pm, Library
Aging Gracefully
Wine Tasting
6pm, Abbington
Banquets

28
Family Movie:
The LEGO Movie
10:30am
Library
National Day of
Listening Family
Interviews
1-5pm
Library

29
National Day of
Listening Family
Interviews
10am-5pm
Library

Happy
Holidays

Feature business event here!
Call 630-995-3482

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

2
It’s a Wrap
7pm
Library

7

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

D E C E M B E R 2014
MONDAY

Christmas
Cantata
9am, St. John’s
Lutheran Church
Darien Historical
Society Open
House, 1-3pm
Tree Lighting
4pm
Old Lace School

Grading on a curve

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

Financial News

8

THURSDAY

3
Pairing Wines
with Holiday
Foods
7pm
Library

9

10

FRIDAY

4

SATURDAY

5

Thursday
Afternoon Movie
— Million Dollar
Arm
2pm
Library

11

6
Christmas
Cantata
5pm
St. John’s
Lutheran Church

12

13

ADD Just Doesn’t
Add Up
6pm
Library

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
Merry
Christmas

26

27

28

29

30

31

Happy
New Year

K

ids are back in school and have started taking
tests. Some of those tests are graded on a curve,
meaning that students are graded based on their
score relative to the rest of the class. In terms of stock
market indicators, one that gets an A+ and ranks at
the top of its class is another type of curve — the yield
curve. In fact, this indicator receives a perfect score
(seven for seven) in signaling recessions over the past 50
years. The goal for all investors is to find indicators to
help anticipate big down moves, and the yield curve has
been about as good as it gets on that score. The yield
curve passes the test as an indicator that has consistently
signaled increasing fragility of the U.S. economy and
a transition to the late stage of the economic cycle, an
oncoming recession, and ensuing market downturn.
Many market participants have become worried (if not
obsessed) about when the Federal Reserve (Fed) may
start hiking short-term interest rates. Most economists
and Fed watchers currently expect the Fed to begin rate
hikes sometime in mid- to late 2015. But history shows
the start of rate hikes, which may initially spark modest
stock market weakness, does not really alter the longerterm upward trajectory of stocks during an economic
expansion. History tells us that the difference between
short-term rates and long-term rates matters more, and
the Fed has much more influence over short-term rates.
Bull markets have ended and bear markets have
begun when the Fed pushes short-term rates above
long-term rates. This is referred to as an inverted yield
curve. For example, the S&P 500 Index peaked in
2000 and 2007 when the yield curve inverted, with
the three-month T-bill yield about 0.5% above the yield
on the 10-year Treasury note. Why does an inverted
yield curve signal a major peak for the stock market?
Because every recession over the past 50 years was
preceded by the Fed hiking rates to slow inflation
and/or an overheated economy enough to invert the
yield curve. That is seven out of seven times—a perfect
forecasting track record. The yield curve inversion
usually takes place about 12 months before the start
of the recession, but the lead time ranges from about
five to 16 months. The peak in the stock market comes
around the time of the yield curve inversion, ahead
of the recession and accompanying a downturn in
corporate profits.
How far the Fed must push up short-term rates before
the yield curve inverts by 0.5%, the level that has
marked prior market peaks, depends on where longterm rates are. Even if long-term rates stay at the very
low yield of 2.5% (as of Sept. 26), to invert the yield
curve by 0.5% the Fed would need to hike short-term

rates from their current level
(at around zero) to more than
3.0%. Based on the latest survey
of current Fed members that
vote on rate hikes, most do not
expect to raise rates above 3.0%
until sometime in 2017. Even if the economy continues
to grow at 4.0%—as it did during the second quarter
and has done so far during the third—and the Fed raises
rates as soon as next spring, it is still a long way off from
reaching 3.0%. As a result, the yield curve indicator
may be a long way away from signaling the start of a
bear market. There are more good grades to come for
this indicator
We continue to believe we are just entering the latter
half of the current business cycle, and a recession and
bear market are unlikely based upon the yield curve
indicator. Although there are reasons the U.S. economy
could experience a recession without first experiencing
an inversion in the yield curve, the flawless track record
earned over 50 years of varying economic, legislative,
regulatory, geopolitical, and social conditions is a
testament to the robust nature of the yield curve as an
indicator. So while we expect stock market volatility
to increase this fall, and the geopolitical landscape
investors are facing does seem precarious, we do not
expect a bear market. We maintain our positive outlook
for stocks over the balance of 2014 but will continue
to test and grade as the school year continues, in order
to gauge the sustainability of the current economic
expansion and ongoing bull market.
Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@neighborsmagazines.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

