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A message from our mayor
“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.”
~John F. Kennedy

W

hen I am asked why Darien is such a wonderful community I can
summarize it very quickly: great neighbors and great community
services. People want to move here because the City maintains very
sound infrastructure and keeps the public safe, the schools are great educational
institutions that make Darien a great place to raise a family, our business community
supplies the goods and services everyone needs, and our parks are a nice place for
parents, children, and singles to enjoy.
I would like to host our first ever “Town Hall Meeting” to connect the public with
the organizations that make these things possible. It will take place at Carriage
Greens Country Club on Sept. 26 from 7–9pm. Members of all taxing bodies,
including the City of Darien, School Districts, Fire Departments, Park District,
Indian Prairie Library and Chamber of Commerce have been invited to showcase
themselves for the public they serve. I will provide a “State of the City” presentation
at the meeting to discuss our past successes and our future opportunities to improve
Darien. I hope you mark your calendars and can join us for a fun and informative
evening.
We have now completed many of our capital projects for this summer season. We
hope the construction process moved smoothly, and you are now able to enjoy your
new roads, sidewalks and curbs. If you participated in our sponsors concrete apron
program, we would love your feedback. If you would like more information on the
City of Darien, please visit our website at darien.il.us We would like your opinions
and suggestions! Also feel free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Working together to keep
Darien a safe place to live
by Mary Coyle Sullivan

Everyone has felt it—that sixth sense that something is amiss. Perhaps it’s a car parked in a neighbor’s
driveway that is unfamiliar. Or, perhaps it is a stranger selling items door-to-door who sends off a bad
vibe. What is the proper way to handle it? The Darien Police Department works hand-in-hand to help
educate the public on how best to tackle these potential crime situations. Through their hard work, they
help provide the sense, security and peace of mind that residents enjoy in our community.

Prior to this article going to press
and following the interview with
the Police Chief, tragedy struck our
community again with the murdersuicide of four members of the
Andrus family on June 11. All the
facts are not known, but the loss of
life is devastating to our community.
Chief Brown shared, “that without
having a full range of the facts, this
very tragic incident underscores the
need to critically look at domestic
violence, at-risk households, and
ensuring that we have done all we
can to make domestic violence
victims safe.”
The Andrus home is in an
un-incorporated area adjacent to
Darien. The DuPage County Sheriff
has the lead on the investigation
and has received tremendous
support from the Darien Police and
Fire departments in securing the
scene and investigating the horrific
aftermath.
We all put the safety of our
family, home and community in
the highest regard. It is imperative
that we protect ourselves against
undue harm. Often this can occur
by someone we know. Darien
Police Chief Ernest Brown has
stressed repeatedly that anytime
a resident feels a police officer
would be helpful in a situation, you
need to call 911. The 911 service is
there to help you and the presence
of an officer can often diffuse a
volatile situation and prevent it
from escalating further. When a
call is placed to 911 in Darien, it is
6
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received by DU-Comm, DuPage
Public Safety Communications. This
intergovernmental agency serves
38 surrounding communities with
911 support. Collaboration with
the surrounding communities and
agencies is key.

“If it is predictable it is
preventable!”

Darien Chief of Police, Ernest
Brown, is new to our community
but has made a significant impact
since he joined the Darien force in
November 2011. He came from a
very prestigious post in the Chicago
Police Department and is a US Air
Force veteran. Since joining the
force, he has been learning all of
the ins and outs of our suburban
community. His mantra is “if it is
predictable it is preventable!”
Research and data mining, along
with the support of 34 sworn
officers and eight additional support
staff, “have aided in the prevention
of many crimes over the past two
years,” Chief Brown asserts.
Chief Brown meets regularly with
all of the DuPage County Police
Chiefs, Forest Preserve Police and
the County Sheriff to insure the
continuous flow of information
and data is shared amongst
municipalities to aid in the safety of
its residents.
The population in Darien has not
had significant growth in the recent
past since the community is land
locked and there is no new property
to develop. The community is also
comprised of a significant elderly

population, a key demographic
target for crime. The police
department has trained officers in
elder services and abuse. They are
creating a database of residents in
the senior citizen sector so in case
of emergency they can reach out to
these folks easily and perform other
senior related services such as wellbeing checks.
The police department is using
every avenue possible to get the
word out to residents about public
safety. From Neighbors of Darien
magazine, voice messages, the city
website, Darien Direct Connect
e-mail service and in person
visits, the police want to make
the community aware of current
dangers and incidents.
Recently there was a local
phone scheme. Masquerading as
a trustworthy entity in electronic
communications, the callers
attempted to acquire personal
information such as usernames,
passwords, and credit card details
(and sometimes, indirectly,
money). As soon as the police
were made aware of the situation
they immediately put out a
bulletin alerting the community
and proceeded to track down the
perpetrators.

Property crime is the most
common offense

Chief Brown says that property
crime is the most common offense
in Darien. One way for residents to
be proactive in their own defense
is to work in conjunction with the
7
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Darien—a safe place to live
neighbor will probably be the first
one to notice a burglar at one’s
door or window or a strange car
in one’s driveway. According to
Neighborhood Watch, an alarming
number of burglaries are observed
in progress by neighbors who did
nothing in fear of being branded as
“nosey.” The Neighborhood Watch
program makes the “check on wellbeing” phone call an expected and
appreciated action among members.

police department. They encourage
residents to be vigilant, and call
them when they think something
is not right. That helps the police
greatly in deterring and arresting
criminals.
He also stresses the importance of
making smart choices when it comes
to protecting one’s belongings.
Keep the doors to your homes and
vehicles locked. The thefts come in
waves. Fortunately, there has not
been an alarming spike in burglaries
in recent years. Perhaps this is
because the “intelligence cycle” has
gone from one week to eight hours
so word spreads quickly when an
incident takes place.

Use the Police Crime Tip
Hotline: 630-353-8150

Darien Police have a Crime Tip
Hotline. Crime prevention is best
achieved through a partnership
between the public and police.
Professional law enforcement
officers must work hand-in-hand
with the public to fight crime
and maintain Darien as a safe
community. The police rely on your
assistance in reporting crime related
information.
The crime tip hotline should be
used to provide information on
crimes that have already occurred
or to give crime information
anonymously. For all crimes that
are in progress or where you would
8

like to talk to the police, DIAL 911.
The tip line is not a replacement for
911. While it is not a requirement
for you to leave your name, they
may need additional information.
Confidentiality will be maintained
with all calls.

The Neighborhood Watch
program works

The Sherriff’s Department is
very proactive in trying to involve
the community in safeguarding
their town. The National Initiative
for Neighborhood Watch was
started over 35 years ago by the
National Sheriff’s Association.
Boris the Burglar
(pictured) has grown
to be one of the most
identified trademarks
throughout
the country. In
communities where Neighborhood
Watch has been implemented,
burglaries and robberies have
decreased. “One thing that has
contributed to the success of the
program is the willingness of
neighbors to help each other build
a better community,” says Sheriff
Patrick B. Perez of Kane County.
Neighborhood Watch is simply a
program of neighbors watching over
the property of other neighbors.
The program is effective in that
neighbors know when one is
usually home and/or away; and a

Citizen’s Police Academy and
Drug Awareness teaches all

The traditional DARE program
has been revamped in Darien. The
police department now has nine
officers who serve as community
engagement specialists. They work
with the schools and teachers to
provide the tools and training
for educating the young on drug
resistance. The Citizen Police and Jr.
Police Academy curriculum is under
assessment and will be reviewed
prior to scheduling a new date.

Disaster plans have been made
A true sign of the times, law
enforcement has to create plans
for disaster situations. DuPage
County has an Office of Emergency
Management specifically tasked
with helping the area deal with the
unexpected. “We have emergency
management drills we do with
local fire departments. A few years
ago when there was the pandemic
scare, we did drills on bringing the
vaccination to certain locations.
There is so much interaction
between all law enforcement,
fire fighters and emergency
management. There is probably
quadruple the training that we had
ten years ago and unfortunately,
it’s because of the events that have
happened in the world, but it has
taught us to be better prepared. It is
not just for those events. If there is a
natural disaster, floods, tornado, or
hazardous material spill, we are all

trained to deal with those.”

Auxiliary Police to expand

Chief Brown is planning to
focus a lot of time and energy in
building a bigger Auxiliary Police
Program. He hopes to expand
from the current five officers to at
least ten. This effort would help
marginalize administrative duties
in the department and help the
police force focus more time on

Goals of the Neighborhood
Watch

• Prevent burglaries and other
criminal activities in one’s
neighborhood.
• Reduce the loss to victims of
burglary and other criminal
activity.
• Increase the apprehensions of
criminals in the neighborhoods.
• Send a loud and clear message
to would be burglars, thieves,
peeping toms, child molesters and
other criminals that they are not
welcome in one’s neighborhood.

crime prevention and response.
Having a solid Auxiliary Police
program is a win-win for the city
and the community and Chief
Brown looks forward to recruiting
those interested in servicing the
community and finding some highly
motivated individuals.

Safety Village–Darien’s unique
training program
Safety Village of Darien is a

child safety educational program
for children ages five through ten.
Subjects offered to the younger class
include: pedestrian, traffic, 9-1-1, ID
information (knowing their name,
address, city, state, zip code, phone
number, area code and parents first
names), poison, school bus, stranger
danger, bullying, weather, water,
bicycle, skateboards, scooter and
roller blade safety, animal, railroad,
driveways, playing near a street,

Neighborhood Watch members Five Easy Steps to start a
Neighborhood Watch in your
are encouraged to
• Install proper locks on doors and
windows.
• Use the locks that are on their
doors and windows.
• Engrave larger valuables with
driver’s license number.
• Keep records of serial numbers of
valuables.
• REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY.

Darien neighborhood:
• Recruit and organize as many
neighbors as possible
• Contact the Darien Police
Department and schedule a
meeting
• Discuss community concerns and
develop an action plan
• Hold regular meetings
• Implement a phone tree or an
e-mail tree
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Darien—a safe place to live
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Cindie Hagen, (left) a founder of Safety Village, works with volunteers to teach young Darien children all about safety.
See related story on page 30.
summer for the young residents of
People can work hard and play
playground, home, gun safety,
our community.
hard, and not realize that they are
parking lots, buddy system, Teddy
putting themselves in a dangerous
Bear clinic (first aid), van safety,
situation. Being outside without any
good touch/bad touch, seat belts,
Fire District encourages
shade or hydration can put a person
parked cars and fire safety is saved
summer safety
at risk for heat stroke. Heat stroke
for the last day. Hand out material is
With the hot summer months
is a potentially deadly condition, if
given out each day according to the
upon us, it also brings upon itself
subjects taught during class.
new safety concerns for families. We not treated promptly, that is caused
when the internal body temperature
Safety Village has graduated
would like to touch upon a few of
reaches temperatures of 105° or
nearly 5,000 students in its 26
them.
more. To lessen the chance that this
years in Darien and remains a
Overheating can lead to heat
occurs, take periodic breaks in the
long-standing right of passage each
stroke, or worse
shade and drink plenty of water. If
9-1-1 Emergency Guide
you notice that someone is hot, and
DO
not perspiring, that is a prime sign
• Call 911 for the emergency dispatch of Police, Fire, and Ambulance.
that the body temperature must be
• Call 911 from a safe place if possible.
cooled down immediately. Put cool
• Stay calm while speaking slowly and clearly.
water all over the person, and take
• Answer all of the questions you are asked.
cool wet rags and place them in
• Follow exactly as the dispatcher says.
the armpits and groin. Finally seek
• Not hang up until you are told to do so.
medical help right away—call 9-1-1.
• Teach your children how to dial 911.
This is a true medical emergency.
Bicycle helmets can prevent up to
DON’T
83% of cycling related head injuries
• Hang up if you call 911 by mistake. Remain on the line and explain to
According to cdc.gov, over
the dispatcher what happened.
550,000 (young and old) people
• Call 911 to ask when power will be restored during an outage. Contact
will suffer a serious injury while
your utility company.
riding their bike this year. Over 62%
• Call 911 to ask about road conditions.
will involve head injuries. Studies
• Call 911 to ask about school closings.
show that up to 83% of these head
• Call 911 as a prank or to “test” your phone.
injuries can be avoided just by
• Call 911 to report non-emergency complaints.
wearing a helmet.
(From the DuPage County Sheriff’s web site)
Many young kids are just learning
10

to ride bikes and with the summer
season they enjoy showing off their
newfound skill. However, they are
also prone to falling. Protect them
with a bicycle helmet. They are
inexpensive and can be found in a
great many stores. This simple act
can turn a possible traumatic head
injury into not much more that
a scrape or crack to the helmet should a helmet become cracked,
replace it—it has done its job and a
new one is in order. Finally, parents,
set the example. Kids copy the
actions of adults. Wear a helmet,
too, when biking. Make sure the
helmet is sized properly, and always
fasten the straps. Placing reflective
strips on the back of a helmet can
only make you more visible to cars.
Bike Safely—Bike Smart.
Be especially mindful around water
The hot summer weather also
brings with it cool, inviting, rivers,
lakes, and ponds. There are several
concerns that should be mentioned
regularly around water. First, never

jump or dive into water that is
unfamiliar. It is not uncommon to
hear of stories about people who
break their necks when they dive
into water because it was shallow
or had a hidden obstruction. Test
the waters first. Next would be
the ability of children to swim. No
children should be allowed near the
water unless they have on a PFD—a
life vest. Even with just a few inches
of moving water, an adult can easily
be swept way.
While this may seem obvious
around open water, these concerns
can often be overlooked around
swimming pools. Children of all
ages must be watched at all times.
If they cannot swim, or are just
beginning to learn, then a PFD is
in order when they are anywhere
close to the water. Plastic blow up
“floaties” that are placed around the
arms of a child are not sufficient
to hold a person up, should they
accidently fall in. Whether in a
pool or a lake, always swim with a

buddy. Swim Smart—Swim Safe.
Overall, the Darien Police,
Darien-Woodridge Fire and DuPage
County Sheriff’s Departments are
working to keep the community
a safe place to live, work and
raise families. With the support of
organizations like Safety Village
of Darien, the entire community
comes together to protect and serve
its residents from the youngest to
the oldest and make Darien a safer
place to live!
Editors note: Neighbors Magazines
recognizes that many other
departments and agencies help to
keep the communities safe in Darien
and DuPage county. Due to space
constraints, we chose to focus mainly
on law enforcement for this particular
article.
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City of Darien Water
Department Consumer
Confidence Report 2012
In 2012, as in years past, your tap water met all
USEPA and state drinking water health standards.
This report summarizes the quality of water that
we provided last year, including details about where
your water comes from, what it contains, and how
it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.
We are committed to providing you with information
because informed customers are our best allies.

Annual Quality Water Report

This report is intended to provide you with important
information about your drinking water and the efforts
made by the DARIEN water system to provide safe
drinking water. The source of drinking water used by
DARIEN is purchased surface water from the City of
Chicago, Illinois.
We want our valued customers to be informed about
their water quality. If you would like to learn more,
please feel welcome to attend any of our regularly
scheduled meetings held at City Hall. You can find the
scheduled dates and times of these meetings at the
following link: darien.il.us/Government/MeetingDates.
The source water assessment for our supply has been
completed by the Illinois EPA. If you would like a copy
of this information, please stop by city hall or call our
water operator, Kris Throm at 630-353-8105. To view
a summary version of the completed Source Water
Assessments, including Importance of Source Water;
Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and
documentation/ recommendation of Source Water
Protection Efforts, you may access the Illinois EPA
website at epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/wp/swap-fact-sheets.

Source of Drinking Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pickup substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that
water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be
obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at 800-426-4791.
12

Contaminants that may be present in source water
include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and
bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations
and wildlife.
• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals,
which may be naturally occurring or result from urban
storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from
a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm
water runoff, and residential uses. Organic chemical
contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and may also
come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and
septic systems.
• Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink,
EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount
of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the
same protection for public health.
Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as
persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons
who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/
CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline 800-426-4791.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious

health problems, especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components associated with service lines
and home plumbing. We cannot control the variety
of materials used in plumbing components. When
your water has been sitting for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing
your tap for 30 seconds to two minutes before using
water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water,
testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline or at epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Source Water Assessment Availability

A Source Water Assessment summary is included
below for your convenience.

The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
pollution problems. The very nature of surface water
allows contaminants to migrate into the intake with
no protection only dilution. This is the reason for
mandatory treatment for all surface water supplies
in Illinois. Chicago’s offshore intakes are located
at a distance that shoreline impacts are not usually
considered a factor on water quality. At certain times of
the year, however, the potential for contamination exists
due to wet weather flows and river reversals. In addition,
the placement of the crib structures may serve to attract
waterfowl, gulls, and terns that frequent the Great
Lakes area, thereby concentrating fecal deposits at the
intake and thus compromising the source water quality.
Conversely, the shore intakes are highly susceptible to
storm water runoff, marinas and shoreline point sources
due to the influx of groundwater to the lake.

Regulated Contaminants Detected—Darien, 2012
Lead and Copper

Definitions:
Action Level: Goal (ALG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for a
margin of safety.

Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements which a water system must follow.

Lead and
Copper

Date Sampled

MCLG

Action
Level
(AL)

90th
Percentile

#Sites
Over
AL

Units

Violation

Copper

June 9, 2011

1.3

1.3

0.11

0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood
preservatives; Corrosion of
household plumbing systems

Lead

June 9, 2011

0

15

1.7

0

ppb

N

Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion of
natural deposits.

Likely Source of Contamination

Regulated Contaminants
Disinfectants and
Disinfection
By-Products
Chlorine

Collection
Date
12/31/2012

Highest
Range
Level
of Levels
Detected Detected

MCLG

MCL

0.8

0.6833–
0.792

Haloacetic Acids
(HAA5)*

21

5.5–38.9 No goal for
the total

60

Total
Trihalomethanes
(TTHM)*

41

25.9–45

80

Units Violation

MRDLG = 4 MRDL = 4 ppm

No goal for
the total

Likely Source of
Contamination

N

Water additive used
to control microbes

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
chlorination

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection

Not all sample results may have been used for calculating the Highest Level Detected because some results may be
part of an evaluation to determine where compliance sampling should occur in the future.
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Chicago—2012 Water Quality Data

Regulated Contaminants Detected, continued
Inorganic
Contaminants

Collection
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

Range
of Levels
Detected

MCLG

Arsenic

10/10/2012

4

0–4

0

10

ppb

N

Erosion of natural deposits:
Runoff from orchards; Runoff
from glass and electronics
production wastes.

Barium

10/10/2012

0.042

0.031–
0.042

2

2

ppm

N

Discharge of drilling
wastes;Discharge from metal
refineries; Erosion of natural
deposits

Fluoride

10/10/2012

.327

0.281–
.327

4

4.0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
Water additive which
promotes strong teeth;
discharge from fertilizer and
aluminum factories

Iron

10/10/2012

.99

0.22–.99

1.0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits

Manganese

10/10/2012

26

11–26

Sodium

10/10/2012

52

39–47

Zinc

10/10/2012

0.21

0.011–
0.21

5

2.53

1.423–
2.53

0

5

pci/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

3.48

0–3.48

0

15

pci/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

150

MCL

150

5

Units

Violation

Likely source of Contamination

ppb

N

Erosion of natural deposits

ppm

N

Erosion from naturally
occurring deposits: Used in
water softener regeneration

ppm

N

Naturally occurring: discharge
from metal factories.

Radioactive Contaminants
Combined
Radium deposits
226/228

10/20/2010

Gross alpha
excluding radon
and uranium

Water Quality Test Results
Definition of terms:
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest
level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
MCL’s are set as close to the Maximum Contaminant
Level Goal as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The
level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there
is no known or expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a
margin of safety.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or
MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of
disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

2012 Violation Summary Table
Violation Description

Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The
highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant
is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
ppb: Micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce
in 7.350,000 gallons of water.
Avg: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on
running annual average of monthly samples.
ppm: Milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce
in 7,350 gallons of water.
na: Not applicable
pCi/l: Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity

Highest Level Detected: This column represents the
highest single sample reading of a contaminant of all the
samples collected in 2012.
Range of Detections: This column represents a range of
individual sample results, from lowest to highest that were
collected during the CCR calendar year.
Date of Sample: If a date appears in this column, the
Illinois EPA requires monitoring for this contaminant
less than once per year because the concentrations do
not frequently change. If no date appears in the column,
monitoring for this contaminant was conducted during the
Consumer Confidence Report calendar year.
Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements
which a water system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended
to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
ND: Not detectable at testing limits.
N/A: Not applicable

2012 Water Quality Data
Detected Contaminants
MCLG

MCL

Highest
Level
Detected

Turbidity (NTU/Lowest Monthly %< 0.3
NTU) Soil runoff

N/A

TT (95 %< 0.3NTU)

99.7%

99.7%–
100.0%

Turbidity (NTU/Highest Single
Measurement) Soil runoff

N/A

TT (1NTUmax)

0.68

N/A

Barium (ppm) Discharge of drilling
wastes; Discharge from metal refineries;
Erosion of natural deposits

2

2

0.0204

0.0194–
0.0204

Arsenic (ppb) Erosion of natural deposits:
runoff from orchards; Runoff from glass
and electronics production wastes

0

10

0.67

0.52–0.67

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) (ppm) Runoff from
fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks;
Sewage; Erosion of natural deposits

10

10

0.34

0.34–0.34

Total Nitrate & Nitrite (as Nitrogen)
(ppm) Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching
from septic tanks; Sewage; Erosion of
natural deposits

10

10

0.34

0.34–0.34

Contaminant (unit of measurement)
Typical Source of Contaminant

Range of
Detections

Violation

Date of
Sample

Turbidity Data

Inorganic Contaminants

Total Organic Carbon

Start

No drinking water quality violations were recorded during 2012
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Definition of terms:
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The
level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there
is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a
margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest
level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the
best available treatment technology.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or
MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of
disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The
highest level of a drinking water disinfectant allowed in
drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition
of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial
contaminants.

End

TOC (Total Organic Carbon)
The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system met all TOC
removal requirements set by IEPA
15

City of Darien

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

Detected Contaminants, City of Chicago, continued
MCLG

MCL

Highest
Level
Detected

Range of
Detections

Sulfate (ppm) Erosion of naturally
occurring deposits

N/A

N/A

17.6

13.4–17.6

Sodium (ppm) Erosion of naturally
occurring deposits; Used as water
softener

N/A

N/A

7.07

6.88–7.07

Contaminant (unit of measurement)
Typical Source of Contaminant

Violation

Date of
Sample

Unregulated Contaminants

4

4

0.85

0.84–0.85

Combined Radium (226/228) (pCi/L)
Decay of natural and manmade
deposits

0

5

1.38

1.300–
1.380

3/17/08

Gross Alpha excluding radon and
uranium (pCi/l) Decay of natural and
manmade deposits

0

15

0.88

0.090–
0.880

3/17/08

Radioactive Contaminants

Unit of Measurement
ppm—Parts per million, or milligrams per liter
ppb—Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter
NTU—Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, used to measure cloudiness in drinking water
%< 0.3NTU—Percent of samples less than or equal to 0.3 NTU
pCi/l—Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity

Water Quality Data Table Footnotes
Turbidity:
Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. We
monitor it because it is a good indicator of water quality and
the effectiveness of our filtration system and disinfectants.
Unregulated Contaminants:
A maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this contaminant
has not been established by either state or federal regulations,
nor has mandatory health effects language. The purpose
for monitoring this contaminant is to assist USEPA in
determining the occurrence of unregulated contaminants in
drinking water, and whether future regulation is warranted.

Fluoride:
Fluoride is added to the water supply to help promote strong
teeth. The Illinois Department of Public Health recommends
an optional fluoride range of 0.9 mg/l to 1.2 mg/l.
Sodium:
There is no state or federal MCL for sodium. Monitoring
is required to provide information to consumers and health
officials who have concerns about sodium intake due to
dietary precautions. If you are on a sodium restricted diet, you
should consult a physician about the level of sodium in the
water.

City of Chicago Department of Water Management Source Water
Assessment Summary for the 2012 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR)
Source Water Location

The City of Chicago utilizes Lake Michigan as its
source water via two water treatment plants. The
Jardine Water Purification Plant serves the Northern
areas of the City and suburbs, while the South Water
Purification Plant serves the southern areas of the City
and suburbs. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that
is entirely contained within the United States. It borders
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin, and is the
second largest Great Lake by volume with 1,180 cubic
16

miles of water and third largest by area.

Susceptibility to Contamination

the shore intakes are highly susceptible to storm water
runoff, marinas and shoreline point sources due to the
influx of groundwater to the lake.
Further information on our community water supply's
Source Water Assessment Program is available by calling
the City of Chicago, Department of Water Management
at 312-744-6635.

2012 Voluntary Monitoring

State Regulated Contaminants
Fluoride (ppm) Water additive which
promotes strong teeth

water quality. At certain times of the year, however, the
potential for contamination exists due to wet-weather
flows and river reversals. In addition, the placement of
the crib structures may serve to attract waterfowl, gulls
and terns that frequent the Great Lakes area, thereby
concentrating fecal deposits at the intake and thus
compromising the source water quality. Conversely,

The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
pollution problems. The very nature of surface water
allows contaminants to migrate into the intake with no
protection only dilution. This is the reason for mandatory treatment for all surface water supplies in Illinois.
Chicago's offshore intakes are located at a distance that
shoreline impacts are not usually considered a factor on

The City of Chicago has continued monitoring for
Cryptosporidium, Giardia and E. coli in its source water as
part of its water quality program. To date, Cryptosporidium has not been detected in these samples, but Giardia
was detected in 2010 in one raw lake water sample
collected in September 2010. Treatment processes
have been optimized to provide effective barriers for
removal of Cryptosporidium oocysts and Giardia cysts in
the source water, effectively removing these organisms
in the treatment process. By maintaining low turbidity
through the removal of particles from the water, the
possibility of Cryptosporidium and Giardia organisms get-

ting into the drinking water system is greatly reduced.
In 2012, CDWM has also continued monitoring for
hexavalent chromium, also known as chromium-6.
USEPA has not yet established a standard for chromium-6, a contaminant of concern which has both
natural and industrial sources. Please address any questions or concerns to DWM’s Water Quality Division at
312-742-7499. Data reports on the monitoring program
for chromium-6 are posted on the City’s website which
can be accessed at the following address: cityofchicago.
org/city/en/depts/water/supp_info/water_quality?resultsand
reports/chromium-6.html.

2012 Violation Summary Table
The following table lists all violations that occurred during 2012. We included a brief summary of the actions we
took following the notification of violation.
Contaminant or Program
Individual Filter Effluent
Turbidity Monitoring

Monitoring Period
Start Date – End Date

Violation Type
Minor Routine
Monitoring
(ISWTR/LT1)

09/01/2012–09/30/2012
10/01/2012–10/31/2012

Violation Explanation
We failed to complete all the required
tests of our drinking water for the
contaminant and period indicated.

Health Effects (if applicable) None
Actions we took:

The Department of Water Management has installed a new low level turbidity
detection alarm program in the electronic turbidity monitoring system and provided
corrective action training to staff. This will ensure continuous filter effluent turbidity
monitoring without interruption.

Your elected city officials and city administrator
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Tina Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Darien Town Hall Meeting
September 26, 7–9pm
Carriage Greens Country Club

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
July 1 & 15 and August 5 & 19
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Republic Bank honors two Lace School teachers

School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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by Marty Casey

Lace
School
honors
students
by Joey Bonannotte
On May 28, Lace School students
were honored for their academic
achievements and recognized for
participation in school co-curricular
clubs and activities.
All Lace students and family members received a warm welcome from
Principal Casey.
During the ceremony, Assistant
Principal Joey Bonanotte and school
activity sponsors recognized Lace
students for their accomplishments
throughout the school year. As the
exiting class, fifth grade students were
nominated for subject award recognition by their teachers based on differ-

ent behaviors observed which include
the following: passion for the subject
material, respect, responsibility, teamwork, cooperation, leadership, positive
attitude, academics and citizenship.
There were sixty seven total
subject award recipients and over five
hundred total students recognized
with certificates of appreciation for
school-sponsored activities. After the
ceremony, Mr. Bonanotte reiterated to
fifth grade students to put forth their
best effort, make positive choices, and
continue the tradition of excellence
as they move forward to Eisenhower
Junior High School.

Choral Music Excellence Award:
Kaitlyn Enriquez

Academic Award for Science:
Ailsa Appavu, Cira Harden, Calvin Kemp,
Samuel Krauter, Jovana Kuzmanovic,
Alex McGinness, Jake Rak, Nate Roth,
Stefan Tambik

General Music Award:
Zach Bergman, Allison Eberhard
Instrumental Music Director’s Award:
Ghassan Antonios, Annalee Price
Art Excellence Award:
Nicholas Beronio, Dina Tantillo
Academic Awards for Mathematics:
Maaria Abdel-Moneem, Nicholas Beronio,
Nico Carpello, Alosha Chekanov, Caleb
Conard, Verica Karanakova, Samuel
Krauter, Chelsey Mendoza, Jose Oregon,
Simona Risteska, Nate Roth, Yesenia Trujillo
Academic Award for Reading:
Maaria Abdel-Moneem, Asee Ebikhumi,
Cole Gantner, Samuel Krauter, Jayden
Lambert, Frankie Pantoni, Michaela Smith,
Honey To-ong, Nina Tran
Academic Award for Writing:
Ruta Briaskus, Rebecca Colucci, Kaitlyn
Enriquez, Mia Garza, Skyler Groveau,
Sarah Gunderson, Michael Kocoras,
Kristina Landolina, Dina Tantillo

Republic Bank of Darien honored
two Lace School Staff Members
with 2013 “Teachers of the Year”
awards during an all - school
assembly on May 20th. The two
educators selected were Mrs. Betty
Faron (Reading Specialist) and Mrs.
Cami Nicol (Physical Education
Instructor). Both teachers received
a plaque, framed nomination
letter, and a $250.00 check from
Republic Bank recognizing their
accomplishment. Bank Manager
Mr. Paul Guagenti stated that
Republic Bank is proud to sponsor
the “Teacher of the Year” Award
because “teachers are the ones that
motivate, inspire, coax our children
to reach their full potential. Republic
Bank wants to honor the best of the
best in the teaching profession and
help them serve as role models for
other educators.”
Mrs. Faron, a Reading Specialist at
Lace School, is a true professional in
every sense of the word. She works
daily with students to improve their
reading skills and works closely

with teachers to make them more
effective instructors of reading.
Mrs. Faron understands that the
key to academic success is for
students to be proficient readers. To
that end, she personalizes reading
instruction for individual students
to make them better readers. Betty,
a former elementary classroom
teacher, believes that all students
can be successful if they are given
individualized instruction that
addresses specific needs. Mrs.
Faron’s concern for students is
evident on a daily basis as she works
diligently to match instructional
strategies with the needs of her
students.
Mrs. Faron works closely with
staff members to assist in their
development as effective reading
teachers. For example, Betty coteaches reading with another staff
member in a classroom that targets
students who have significant
reading needs. These students
are assessed on a weekly basis to
measure progress. I am pleased

to report that the large majority
of these monitored students have
demonstrated substantial growth
in reading during the 2012/2013
school year. This pattern of growth
has also been observed in previous
school years, thanks to Mrs. Faron’s
intervention. In addition, Betty role
models reading lessons for all Lace
School teachers. Staff members have
a chance to observe these lesson
presentations and then dialogue
with Mrs. Faron during subsequent
post conferences. Several teachers
have told me this peer teaching
model has been an extremely
effective staff development program.
They are excited about being able to
include elements used by Mrs. Faron
in their daily instruction.
Betty Faron is so well respected by
her peers that she was selected to
be the chair of the Darien District
#61 Reading Committee. Under
her leadership, the district has
developed and adopted a reading
instruction framework for all district
continued on page 21

Academic Award for Social Studies:
Zach Bergman, Alysha Davis, Mariya
Karimi, Lisette Luna, Alex McGinness,
Marisa Spano, Honey To-ong,
Angela Wang, Anthony Williams
Citizenship Award:
Jannah Booc, Charlie Cuaya,
Sydney Gaspari, Cira Harden, Max Noga,
Brittany Reynoso, William Simpson, Sarah
Smid, Angelo Villegas, Colin Vorreyer
Illinois Principal’s Association (IPA)
Award:
Alosha Chekanov, Allison Eberhard

Joey Bonanotte is the
Assistant Principal at Lace School

Picture left to right are Martin S. Casey, Lace School Principal; Cami Nicol, Lace Physical Education Teacher;
Betty Faron, Lace Reading Specialist; Sue Fisher, Republic Bank Executive Vice President/Director of Marketing;
Paul Guagenti, Republic Bank Vice President of Government Affairs
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Who has a green thumb?
by Mary Andersen
Do you have a green thumb? If
the answer is no, do not worry.
The first graders and preschoolers
at Mark DeLay School sure do! In
a partnership with the local Home
Depot, these enthusiastic students
have tapped in to their inner gardeners and beautified the school at
the same time!
Home Depot has a program in all
of its stores called “Team Depot.”
They partner up with different com-

munity organizations, like a school,
to help them with a specific project.
Past “Team Depot” projects have included playgrounds, home improvements for veterans with disabilities,
and projects at Helping Hand, which
is a center for children and adults
with disabilities. They are all over!
There is also a local connection right
at Mark DeLay school. Joan Morris,
the sister of Brigid Riley, one of the
preschool teachers, is the District
Manager for
Home Depot
in the western suburbs.
The Darien
location is one
of her stores.
Home Depot
provided all of
the supplies to
start a pizza
garden, as well
as all of the additional labor,
at no cost.

Mark DeLay students, with help from
members of “Team Depot,” worked hard to

clean the courtyard, build four new planter
boxes and plant the gardens.

In celebration of Earth Day,
Monday, April 22, “Team Depot”
came to Mark DeLay School and
helped the wee gardeners clean up
the courtyard and plant some seeds
in four new planter boxes. It was “all
hands on deck,” as each class got to
participate in a special way.
The hard work was started early
in the morning that day. The first
few classes worked on pulling weeds
and clearing out any trash or dead
plantings. The next few classes

loaded up the planter boxes with
new soil. Later classes helped to lay
the stones for the path. The final
classes planted the seeds and settled
all of the soil.
The next time you are at Mark
DeLay School, take a look at the
beautiful garden. It was a labor of
love that helped teach the kids a
very easy way to give back to the
earth.
Mary Andersen is a teacher at
Mark Delay School

Eisenhower Junior High students succeed in competitions
by Mike Fitzgerald
Two student teams from Eisenhower Junior High School competed
in the Argonne Electric Car Competition
In the competition, teams of students designed their own lithium battery powered electric car and raced
it against other teams. The 7th Grade
team of Dimitar Ivanov, Matthew
Tralmer, and Jacob Pearson finished
tenth overall. The team struggled
in the first heat with gear problems
then dominated their next two heats
to finish tenth based on time. The
8th grade team of Vanessa Camp,
Sarah Nwakudu, Jason Sharma, and
Brian Piller performed remarkably
well and made it to the final heat. In
a close race, the team finished third
20

out of a field of over 30
teams!
In volleyball both the
boys’ and girls’ teams were
undefeated in the SDEAA
conference and won the
conference tournaments.
The girls were 12–0 and
33–3 in two seasons, the
boys were 11–0, 21–1 in
two seasons.
The girls have been playing club for many years
and won a club tournament last year that they
entered as an EJH team.
The boys’ team was able
to develop and perform jump serves,
different offensive plays, and also run

The 8th graders who competed in the
Argonne Electric Car Competition took
home third place medals.

an advanced offensive system for a
middle school level team.
Their success is attributed to their
hard work, attending several camps,
extra practices, participating in club
seasons, and ability to play together
as a team for several years.
None of this would be possible
without the hard work of our teachers. Mr. Polasek, Mrs. Perisin, Mr.
Wolski and Ms. McCormick lead our
science students through a challenging curriculum to get them ready for
high school. Ms. Crum works with
her athletes on and off the court to
make sure they are successful. These
are just two of the many things that
make Eisenhower Junior High a great
place to learn.
Mike Fitzgerald is the
Principal of Eisenhower Junior High

students. In addition, the committee
members are currently overseeing
the implementation of the new
Common Core Academic Standards
in School District #61. The
committee has also recommended
the adoption of a new textbook
series which incorporates Common
Core Academic Standards for all
students.
The other teacher to receive the
Republic Bank “Teacher of the Year”
Award is Mrs. Cami Nicol. Mrs.
Nicol, Physical Education teacher
at Lace School, is deserving of this
award because of her strong work
ethic, creative teaching style and
passion for her students’ success.
Cami Nicol has revised the entire
P.E. curriculum at Lace School. The
curriculum has gone from a straight
game oriented program to one
that emphasizes the importance of
physical fitness. She developed the
current P.E. program and introduced
a curriculum based on the need to
teach life skills that could be used
by students as they grew into adults.
Students are actively involved in
all lessons. Mrs. Nicol emphasizes
physical fitness on a daily basis. The
progress of all students is measured
by the advances made by individuals
in relation to their own personal
ability and physical condition. This
sense of differentiation allows
all students to feel a sense of
success and be motivated to push
themselves to their full potential. It
is a pleasure to see her work with
students, many who in previous
years have only experienced a sense
of frustration in physical education
classes. She has also made learning
fun for all students. Students get
exercise by participating in a variety
of activities where they must work
as a team to accomplish a specific

goal. Students are so engaged in
accomplishing this objective that
they forget they are getting a great
work-out at the same time. Activities
based on the Olympic games and
an obstacle course based on the
television show “Survivor” are
student favorites. Mrs. Nicol also
organizes an annual Lace School
Field Day in June. This field day
involves students, parents and staff,
and students look forward to this
activity all year.
Mrs. Nicol is well aware that
learning does not end when the
final bell rings. She has created and
sponsors the Lace Running Club.
This club allows over 100 students
to participate in an after school
running club in the spring. Many
of the runners also participate in
the “Darien Dash” community
race each May. Cami also works
closely with the American Heart
Association by raising money
annually through the “Jump Rope
for Heart” program. During the past
seven years, this program has raised
over $30,000 to fund research to
reduce heart disease. Mrs. Cami
Nicol is truly gifted teacher who is
making a difference in the lives of
her students on a daily basis.
Lace teachers who have previously
won the “Teacher of the Year”
award includes Mr. Bob Johnson
(5th grade), Ms. LeeAnne Lewis
(4th grade), Mr. Joey Bonanotte
(Instrumental Music), Ms. Sally
Misiora (Art), Ms. Janel Luna (5th
grade) and Mrs. Janet Boslett (4th
grade).

Marty Casey is the
Retired Principal of Lace School
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1702 Plainfield
Rd. • Darien,
IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Thank you
Darien Dash Sponsors
and Partners!

Like Us On
Facebook
Follow Us On
Twitter

Welcome new chamber members

Country Financial
737 Plainfield Rd. #7
Darien, IL 60561
David Hegji
630-850-7699
COUNTRY Financial offers insurance & investment
solutions to help protect the things that are most
important, like your family, your home, your child’s
education and your retirement dreams. No matter
where you’re starting from, you’ll get advice that lays
out your choices and provides solutions to help you
achieve your idea of financial security.

Old Vilnius Café & Deli
2601 75th St., Darien, IL
Laura & Andrius Bucas
630-324-6811
Home style Lithuanian &
American comfort food!
Specialties include: Stuffed
Cabbage, Kugelis, Chicken
Kiev, Potato Pancakes,
Sausage & Sauerkraut,
Borscht soup, Smoked Pork Hock, Bavarian Platter and
more. We look forward to serving you and your family!

SLS Learning Solutions,
LLC
PO Box 69
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
Sue Sobek
630-910-4214
slslearningsolutions.com
SLS Learning Solutions, LLC is a consulting company
with over 20 years experience developing customized
training solutions to maximize employee performance.
Sue Sobek, founder, has BA and MS degrees in
Education and experience developing training solutions
for companies such as McDonald’s, Motorola, Northern
Trust, PepsiCo and Waste Management.

Westwood College
7155 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
Jeff Hill,
Campus President
630-434-7655
westwood.edu/locations/illinois/dupage-campus
Westwood College offers more than 35 diploma,
associate, bachelor’s and master’s programs, ranging
from Construction Management to Graphic Design to
Business Administration to Information and Network
Technologies. We offer a unique hands-on, careerfocused curriculum providing degrees in high-growth
fields.

Upcoming Events
July 4
Darien Lions Club
42nd Annual Independence
Parade, 9:30am

The Darien Chamber of Commerce and the Darien
community welcomed the Concentra Immediate Care
Center at 7421 S. Cass Ave. in Darien with a ribbon
cutting ceremony
Shakfeh Law
2803 Butterfield Rd., Suite 170
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-517-5529
Fax: 630-517-5531
shakfehlaw.com
Shakfeh Law is a boutique law firm
that provides services to individuals
and businesses. We handle business
law, contracts, business and civil
disputes, consumer advocacy, and
employment matters. We take pride
in our high quality and cost-efficient
services. Call today to schedule a
consultation.
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July 18
PM Networking
Tap House Grill, 5pm
July 22–August 3
Shop Local Shop Darien
Restaurant Week

July 24
Chamber 101
Citizens Financial Bank, 9am
August 1
PM Networking
Tap House Grill, 5:30pm
Save the Date
DarienFest
September 6-8
Darien Community Park

23

Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien
are invited to attend. Mark your calendars and
meet your local governmental taxing bodies. The
meeting is sponsored by the Darien Committee for
Intergovernmental Coordination.

P hoto : Shutterstock.com

HOSTAMANIA! takes root
Hosta aficionados from all over the Midwest are
flocking to Lisle for “HOSTAMANIA!” July 11–13.
Plan to visit the Midwest Regional Hosta Society
Convention, hosted by the Northern Illinois Hosta
Society at Hilton Lisle/Naperville.
A major highlight is the outstanding private garden
tour. Ten vendors from across the country will be
selling classic and new, hard-to find hosta cultivars,
shade plants, trees and other garden items. For more
information visit MRHS2013.org.
Meet and greet your local goverment
Darien’s first ever Town Hall Meeting will connect
the public with the organizations that make Darien such
a great community. It will
take place at Carriage Greens
Country Club, a co-sponsor,
8700 Carriage Green Way
on Sept. 26 from 7–9pm.
Representatives from the
City of Darien, Darien Public
School District 61, Cass
School District 63, Center
Cass School District 66,
Hinsdale South High School
District 86, Tri-State Fire
District, Darien-Woodridge Fire District, Darien Park
District, Indian Prairie Public Library and the Chamber
of Commerce have been invited to showcase themselves
for the public they serve. Mayor Kathleen Weaver will
present a “State of the City” address at the meeting to
discuss our past successes and our future opportunities
to improve Darien. All Darien residents and businesses
24

Call for entrants!
Be the 2013 Darien Idol! The competition takes
place live Sept. 8 on the main stage at DarienFest. Acts
begin at 1pm. Two age groups will compete this year,
12–15 year olds and 16–19 year olds. There is a $10
non-refundable registration fee. Registration closes July
31. Enter online at darienchamber.com and e-mail your
mp3 file to info@darienchamber.com or drop off a cd and
entry description at the Darien Chamber of Commerce
office, 1702 Plainfield Rd. Entry descriptions should
include a short biography, photo, your e-mail address
and phone number. All contestants must sign a release
form. Qualifying contestants will be notified by e-mail
on Aug. 15. Remember, no entries will be accepted after
July 31. Call the Darien Chamber at 630-968-0004 with
questions.

P hoto : Shutterstock.com

P hoto : Courtesy Darien Chamber of Commerce

2012 Darien Idol winner Gianna Marie Scumaci performs
on the main stage during the DarienFest competition

Join the Battle of the Bands!
The main stage at DarienFest is once again the place
to be for the live Battle of the Bands competition on
Sept. 7 beginning at 12:30pm. Make sure your band is
there. Band members must be between the ages of 12
and 28 and bands should have three to eight members.
There is a $25 non-refundable registration fee for each
band entry. E-mail an mp3 file with two songs totalling
no more than eight minutes to info@darienchamber.com
and register online at darienchamber.com or drop off
an entry description and cd at the Darien Chamber of
Commerce office, 1702 Plainfield Rd. Entry deadline is
July 31. Entry description should include a short band
biography, photo, an e-mail address and phone number.
All entrants much sign a release form.
Bands will be judged on their stage presence,
vocal ability, musicianship and overall entertainment
value. 1–10 points will be awarded for each of these
categories with the band collecting the most points
overall declared the winner. Questions? Call the
Darien Chamber at 630-968-0004.

Around the Block
Lions Club annual 4th of July Parade
The annual Independence Day Parade begins at 9am
from Hinsdale South High School to Eisenhower Junior
High. Following the parade Old Lace Schoolhouse and
Museum will be open and the Darien Historical Society will provide refreshing lemonade in the parking lot.

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
The Kelly Miller
Circus is returning
to Darien for two
shows.

The Darien Woman’s Club proudly announces
the recipients of their 2013 Scholarships.
Winners of the $1,000 Community Service Scholarship:
Jeremy Leganski of Darien and
Madelynn Kuerschner of Woodridge.
Winners of the $500 Fine Arts Scholarship:
Megan Goldbranson of Darien and
Amy Wang of Woodridge.
Best wishes to these accomplished young men
and woman! Join Woman’s Club as they kick off
the new program year on Sep. 4 at the Darien
Swim and Recreation Club starting at 7pm. For
more information visit darienwomansclub.org.

Safety Village kicks off year 26
Summer is not complete for any child without
attending a session of Safety Village. This 2 week session is packed with incredible learning and fun!

Students 5–7 years of age

July—Mon., July 8–Thurs July 18, 9 days (M-F, M-Th)
Class: 9–11:30am
Parent Orientation: Tues. evening, July 2, 7pm
Class Graduation: Thurs., evening, July 18, 7pm
For questions: please call Cindie at
630-969-4633 or e-mail SafetyVillage@att.net
Online registration at: Safetyvillageofdarien.org

At the Darien Historical Society…

Vacation Bible School + Fitness = Fun
St. John Lutheran will host its annual Vacation Bible
School (VBS) this year from July 22–26, 9–11:30am. It will
offer classes for fully toilet-trained three-year-olds through
sixth grade children. Children will make new friends and
have lots of fun as they explore The Miracles of Jesus.
They will enjoy daily Bible stories, games, themed snacks,
crafts, and music. The VBS puppets—Gina the frog; Gus,
the duck; and Ichthys, the fish—will entertain each day.
Immediately following VBS, the church will sponsor a
free fitness class from 11:30am–2pm for all VBS attendees in the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grades who preregister by July 8. After a light, nutritious, healthy lunch,
children will participate in outdoor and indoor activities to promote physical exercise and cooperation.
For more information about VBS or to register

Woman’s Club awards scholarships

your child, contact Debbie Sherwood, VBS
Coordinator, at 630-969-7987 or e-mail her at
vbsisfun@yahoo.com. You can learn about VBS and
all the programs offered by St. John Lutheran Church
and Early Learning Center at sjlcdarien.org.

Kelly Miller Circus returns to Darien
There will be two shows held on Sun., Sept. 29 at 2pm
and 5pm in the new home for the circus at Argonne Park
on south Cass Ave. The Cass 63 Foundation for Educational Excellence is the sponsor of the event and welcomes
the return of the circus to Darien for the sixth time in ten
years. For more information visit: cassd63.org/foundation

In the interests of safety, the Darien Historical Society found it necessary to replace both concrete staircases at Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum several
years ago. Thanks again to the agencies and individuals who helped support the expensive project. Likewise at the museum, banisters are available both inside
and out. For the safety of visitors, the structure and
collections, a security alarm system is in place.
The July Open House will not occur on the first Sunday but rather be available in conjunction with the
hours of the Independence Day Parade, 9–11am, July
4. Regular visiting hours of 1-–3pm will resume on
Sun., Aug. 4. The local smash hit Images of America:
Darien, the definitive history book beginning in mid1800s may be purchased for $22. Plan to stop in!
In conjunction with the Darien Lions Club, the society will serve free lemonade to the public during parade
hours. Find us in the parking lot west of Old Lace.

Library encourages summer reading
The kids summer reading club, “Have Book, Will
Travel,” is taking place now through Aug. 10.
• For IPPL cardholders through grade 6 (or students
attending schools in IPPL’s district).
• Track your reading time and earn rewards for every
five hours of reading.
• Register online at ippl.info or in person at the Kids &
Teens Desk.
• Complete 20 hours of reading to be entered into
our grand prize drawing. Prizes include family
memberships to the Shedd Aquarium, the Brookfield
Zoo, the Museum of Science and Industry, and more!
• New this year—rewards for babies and preschoolers.
Likewise teens have a reading program as well for IPPL

26

Around the Block
cardholders and students attending schools in IPPL’s
district. Track your reading online—prizes for every five
hours of reading. After 15 hours, get an entry into the
grand prize drawings—you could win a Kindle Fire!
Seniors can drop in for fun Friday’s from 10am–12pm
July 12 and Aug. 9. There is also a Computer Boot Camp
from Aug. 13–15, 10am–12pm, plus Aug, 16, 11am–1pm.
Another alternative is Aug. 13–15, 2–4pm, plus Aug.
16, 11am–1pm. The first three sessions will be 60 minutes of instruction and 60 minutes of practice. The last
session will be more practice and one-on-one help.
For more information visit ippl.info or stop in
and see all the incredible offerings this library
has to make summer an adventure!

OLP 8th graders receive 11 gold, 4 silver
medals at State Science Fair

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
OLP students walk for charity in 2013 WalkA-Thon
Helping others. It is central to Our Lady of
Peace Catholic School’s mission and values.
Students at the Darien school demonstrated how
they help others at this year’s Walk-A-Thon, raising more
than $17,000 for the school and four local charities.
The charities that benefitted from this year’s walk were:
• Safety Village of Darien received a $947.50 donation.
• West Suburban Humane Society received a $2,454.62
donation.
• Avon Walk for Breast Cancer received a $2,492
donation.
• Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation received a
$2,774.32 donation.

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School students won 15
medals at the State Science Fair, held in early May at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign campus.
The following eighth-grade students received medals:
• Moira Blake, Gold in Botany
• Michael Corson, Gold in Behavioral Science
• Daniel O’Connor, Gold in Botany
• Siena Schuth, Gold in Botany
• Jensen Vayalil, Gold in Chemistry
• Adrian Herath, Silver in Computer Science
• Anna Martinello, Silver in Chemistry
• Alexander Sennet, Silver in Computer Science
• Tess Bannon, Gold in Behavioral Science
• Neil Fortman, Gold in Mathematics
• Valentine Geze, Gold in Botany
• Andrew Mitra, Gold in Botany
• Brian Rudolph, Gold in Chemistry
• Mary Ann Tharian, Gold in Microbiology
• Kennedy Sana, Silver in Chemistry

The Darien Sportsplex generously donated
the location for the Walk-A-Thon.
Since the event started five years ago, OLP students have raised nearly $100,000. Half of the event
proceeds are used to support OLP School, and the
remaining proceeds have helped 20 local charities.

For more information, call 630-325-9220
or visit olopdarien.org.

Our Lady of Peace students raised more than $17,000 for the
school and four local charities at the Walk-A-Thon.
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Golf outing to help fight hunger
The West Suburban Community Pantry cordially
invites you to the Inaugural Drive To End Hunger
Golf Outing on Aug. 13 at Seven Bridges Golf Club in
Woodridge. This scramble will have a modified shotgun start beginning at 8am and will feature former
White Sox “Hitman”, Eric Soderholm, and other celebrity guests to be announced. For information about
registration and sponsorship opportunities, please call
630-512-9921, ext. 200 or e-mail development@wcpinc.org.

Free, fun and educational weekly programs
for kids!
When school is out, Cantigny Park is in! This summer,
Cantigny again offers weekly afternoon programs for children that are free, fun and educational. No preregistration
is necessary, and adults pay only for parking ($5 per car).
The programs are on a “drop in” basis, meaning participants
are welcome at any time during the designated hours below.
The following Drop-In Programs are available:
• Education Cart
Tuesdays starting June 4 (through August 27) 1–3 pm
• History Alive!
Thursdays June 6 (through August 29) 1 to 3 pm
• Wild Wednesdays
Wednesdays June 12 (through Aug. 7)1 to 3 pm
Cantigny Park offers a wide range of summer programming for children, including art classes, Camp Cantigny,
concerts and Movies in the Park. Many activities and events
are free with paid parking. The complete schedule of summer events, classes and concerts is online at Cantigny.org.

Naper Settlement July events includes
summertime fun from baseball to bands
Join fellow walkers for the Wednesday Walking Club.
It is a free, healthy lifestyle program held from 8–9am
on Wednesdays through Oct. 30 at Naper Settlement,
523 S. Webster St. in downtown Naperville. Choose
your route through the beautiful museum grounds,
with a longer circuit option along the Riverwalk.
During Sundays in July (except July 14) come to Settlement Sundays, admission includes do-it-yourself ice cream
sundaes and a variety of family-friendly activities for all ages.
July is filled with many exciting programs like the Naperville Woman’s Club Art Fair, Vintage Baseball Exhibition Game, Naper Nights Community Concert Series,
presented by Sikich and the Trades and Crafts Day. Visit
for a complete list of event details napersettlement.com.

Stop identity theft—shred your documents
Citizens Financial Bank is holding a FREE shred day
at the Darien Banking Center on Sat., Aug. 24. From
10am–12pm you can bring up to four boxes of documents
for free shredding. The shredding truck will shred the
documents on the spot. The Darien banking center is at
8301 S. Cass Ave. Call 630-203-1240 for more information.
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Good Neighbor

Dave & Cindie Hagen,
Founders of Safety
Village of Darien

D A R I E N J U L Y 2013
SUNDAY

MONDAY

with Cindie today when she told
her that Mark was given to them
for a reason. Even though his time
was cut way too short, it was from
that love and loss they would start
an incredible legacy and educate so
many children on the multitude of
topics under the safety umbrella.
The first class ended in 1988
with 39 students graduating and by
the time registration was held for
the 1989 classes, Safety Village of
Darien grew beyond all expectations.
The numbers have grown at a
tremendous rate and area teens play
an instrumental role in the teaching
process. They are key to keeping the
program going. The goal has always
been to provide only the very best
in safety awareness education.
Dave and Cindie met by chance
at a New Years Eve party and have

The Hagen
family
before the
1987 tragic
loss of Mark.

30

2

THURSDAY

3

Chess
1:30-2:30pm
Library

7
been together ever since. They
married in 1968. Their daughter
Kelly has given them a great gift
of two grandchildren, Ashley and
Nicole. Cindie was discouraged from
having any more biological children
after she had Kelly due to some
health challenges. Knowing they
wanted more children, Dave and
Cindie sought out to adopt a child
and were thrilled to welcome Mark
David into their home seven years
later when he was 13 months old.
Dave was a teacher at Lyons
Township High School for 35 years
and Cindie was a corporate trainer
for the retailer Charles A. Stephens.
They took their education and training
skills and directly applied them to
the curriculum at Safety Village.
Upon reflection Dave and Cindie
shared, “The rewards are endless
and knowing we have touched the
lives of the children and provided
them with the skills they need to
be safe in the world around them.
This is our reward!! We can’t stop
all accidents but with the support
of you, the family, the community
and the many volunteers who
give so much, we can make a
difference. Safety for our children is
something that cannot be ignored.”

4

9
Chess
1:30-2:30pm
Library

10
Knit It!
7pm
Library

11
Traveling Kids
1:30-2:30pm
Library

Safety Village
5-7 year old class
9-11:30am
(through July 18)

14

15

Naperville
Woman’s Club
Art Fair
10am-5pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

Yoga & Songs
with Gina Marie
6:30pm
MidKids Travelers
1:30-2:30pm
Library

21

22
Readers Theatre
6:30pm, Library
Vacation Bible
School, 9-11:30am
St. John Lutheran
(through July 26)
Shop Local Shop
Darien Restaurant
Week (through
August 3)

28

29

Trades and Crafts
Days
1-4pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

DuPage Children’s
Museum
6:30pm
Library

5

6

12

13

Practice ACT
10am-1:30pm
Library
Senior Fun Fridays
10am-12pm
Library

16
Chess
1:30-2:30pm
Library

17
Board Meeting
- DWFD
6:30pm
Station 1
Lyman Ave.

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Vintage Baseball
Game
1-4pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

SATURDAY

Open House
9-11am
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

8
Pajama Math
6:30pm
Library

Mark Hagen

FRIDAY

Independence
Day Parade
9am
HSHS to EJH

MidKids Travelers
1:30-2:30pm
Library

by Mary Coyle Sullivan

T

WEDNESDAY

1
Flip Flop Fling
6:30pm
Library

From love and loss comes an incredible legacy
he Hagen’s took a tragedy and
devastating loss and made it
into a learning tool that has
benefited close to 5,000 children and
beyond. In 1987 as he was properly
crossing the street, a driver who was
not paying attention to the road
struck their nine year old son Mark
and he lost his life within an hour.
After many months, the Hagen
family was encouraged to start a small
safety program for children in the area.
As a family it was decided that with
the very generous donations given
in Mark’s name, a safety program
should be started. In the beginning
it was thought that they would offer
a small pedestrian program. Cindie
recalls a city of Darien female official
encouraging her to further develop
the Safety Village concept. Her words
of encouragement still resonate

TUESDAY

23
Chess
1:30-2:30pm
Library
Self Defense
6:30-8:30pm
Library

30
Chess
1:30-2:30pm
Library

24
Chamber 101
9am
Citizens Financial
Bank
C.U.B. Utility &
Phone Bill Clinic
1pm
Library
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18

Naperville
Woman’s Club
Art Fair
10am-5pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

19

20

Girls Night Out
6pm
Library
Chamber PM
Networking
5pm
Tap House Grill

25

26

27

Naper Night
Concert Series
5-10pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

Naper Night
Concert Series
5-10pm
Naper Settlement,
Naperville

Please send your event
information to
MaryS@
emeraldmarketing.com
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.
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The “Fear Index”
by Angelo Imbrogno

D A R I E N A U G U S T 2013
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

Chamber PM
Networking
5:30pm
Tap House Grill

2

3

Mock PSAT
10am
Library

Please note: Some programs listed may require registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

4
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

11

5

12

19
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

8

26

9

10

Senior Fun Fridays
10am-12pm
Library

13

Summer
Registration
7am-4pm
Hinsdale South
HS Cafeteria
WSCP Golf Outing
8am,
Seven Bridges
Computer Boot
Camp, Library

20
Freshmen
Orientation Day
Hinsdale South HS
Fantasy Football
101
6:30pm
Library

25

7

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Summer
Registration
7am-4pm
Hinsdale South
HS Cafeteria

18

6

27
Fantasy Football
201
6:30pm
Library

14

15

Summer
Registration
7am-4pm
Hinsdale South
HS Cafeteria

Summer
Registration
7am-4pm
Hinsdale South
HS Cafeteria

Computer Boot
Camp
Library

Computer Boot
Camp
Library

21

22

Board Meeting
- DWFD
6:30pm
Station 1
Lyman Ave.
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16

23

17

24

First day of school
Hinsdale South HS

29
Millennium Park
1pm
Library

30
Fantasy Football
Draft
6:30pm
Library

The Chicago Board Options
Exchange Volatility Index (VIX) is
an index with which every investor
should familiarize themselves. It may
be a lesser-quoted index outside of
the financial industry, but increasing
your knowledge about the VIX
can potentially help to make you a
better investor.
Often called the “Fear Index,” the
VIX was implemented in 1993 to
measure the volatility expected in
the market over the next 30 days.
In more simple terms, the VIX can
be used as an estimation of how
much the stock market is expected
to fluctuate in the upcoming 30-day
period. A VIX of 16, which is the
current value as I write this article,
implies the potential for a market
movement of 4.62% over the next
month. This number however is
not static; it fluctuates constantly
throughout the day. This is why we
see wild movements in the VIX

on days when financial markets
are rising or falling by several
percentage points.
You are probably wondering
why the VIX has been nicknamed
the “Fear Index.” It mainly has to
do with how the VIX moves in
relation to financial markets. While
technically the VIX is a measure of
how much markets are expected to
move either up or down, it tends
to respond more dramatically to
falling markets. When the VIX rises
above 30, fear and uncertainty are
the prevailing emotions, while a
VIX below 20 generally corresponds
to investor complacency. As an
extreme example, just a few years
ago the VIX spiked to nearly 90
during the height of the Financial
Crisis in 2008.
So how important is the VIX to
the average investor? It can be a
powerful tool when used properly.
For example, higher volumes on

derivatives that increase in value
with a rising VIX is a reasonable
assumption that investors are
preparing for a declining market.
It’s also important to note that since
January 2013, the VIX has remained
at an uneventful level of 12, but
recently has increased to 16. The
VIX is by no means a crystal ball,
but it can provide a window into
how other market participants view
the short-term future.
Angelo Imbrogno is President of
Blue Diamond Wealth Management.
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investments
may be appropriate for you, consult with your
financial advisor. DJIA, S&P 500 and the VIX
are unmanaged indexes that cannot be invested
in directly. Past performance is no guarantee of
future results. Securities offered through LPL
Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.

31
Save the Date!
DarienFest
September 6-7-8
Community Park
Kelly Miller
Circus
September 29
2 & 5pm
Argonne Park
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Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Veolia Environmental
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

Darien Public Schools
Public High Schools
Hinsdale South High School
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-1730
Hinsdale Central High School,
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-887-1340
Downers Grove South High School
District #99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-271-6599
Lemont High School
District #210. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-257-5838
Public Junior High Schools
Eisenhower Jr. High School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-964-5200
Lakeview Junior High School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-2700
Cass Junior High School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-1900
Old Quarry Middle School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286
Westview Hills Middle School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-515-4830
34

Public Elementary Schools
Maercker School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6165
Oakwood School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 1
Bromberek School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 2
Holmes School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-323-2086
Central School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 3
Lace School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-2589
Mark DeLay School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-0200
Concord School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-3026
Elizabeth Ide
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3344
Prairie View School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-910-0804

