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A message from our mayor
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and
become more, you are a leader.”
~John Quincy Adams

F

or the second year in a row, we have been blessed with uncommonly warm
weather for a Chicago winter. This is great for the City of Darien, as reductions
in plowing save money that can be dedicated to future capital projects such
as repaving roads, repairing ditches to eliminate stormwater problems and fixing
sidewalks. We hope this good fortune continues to allow us flexibility in our
ongoing budget discussions, which started on Feb. 19.
The Citizen of the Year award is one of my favorite programs of the year because
I either meet a wonderful new person who has contributed to the community or
learn more about the good deeds of friends I already know. This year the Citizen
of the Year Committee selected someone that everyone knows: Cathy Marchese.
Cathy has been a leader in the community and a volunteer with so many
organizations it is difficult to list them all. From Darien’s first recycling committee,
to District 63, PADS, Our Lady of Peace, the Darien Historical Society, Women’s
Club, Chamber of Commerce, DarienFest, Darien Youth Club, Hinsdale South High
School, American Cancer Society and the Darien Lions Club, Cathy has either been
a member or volunteer who has made an impact in so many different aspects of
life in Darien. If you are one of the few people in Darien to not have the pleasure
of meeting her, you have benefited from her hard work in our schools and local
volunteer organizations.
This year we have developed a survey for the City of Darien to evaluate our
services and get feedback on issues important to residents. We appreciate those
who responded with the last Neighbors magazine. The survey is ongoing; please
visit darien.il.us and help us by filling it out. We would like your opinions and
suggestions! Also feel free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Comfort dogs

Shami, a golden retriever, is a Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) K-9
Comfort Dog whose home church is
St. John Lutheran Church in Darien.
She is a familiar sight in the neighborhood visiting residential care
facilities, schools, businesses, and
community events, such as DarienFest and the July 4th Parade. Her
service also takes her to regional
K-9 Comfort Dog events such as the
annual North Pole Fantasy Flight
at O’Hare Airport for terminally ill
children.
On December 15, however,
Shami was called to put her disaster
response training to use at a distant
location when she and her handler,
Toni Bazon, traveled 900 miles with
eight other K-9 Comfort Dogs to
Newtown, CT after 20 children and
six adults were shot and killed at
Sandy Hook Elementary School.
For the better part of a week,
Shami offered the mercy, compassion, and comfort of her calming
presence. It was a challenging
assignment, as everyone’s heart
needed mending after the tragedy.
The whole town was suffering.
Shami met hundreds of children
and parents. Despite their sadness,
people warmly welcomed her.

by Mary Coyle Sullivan

From the enthusiastic greeting at the door to
the warmth of snuggling on the couch—there is
nothing like the unconditional love of a pet! Some
animals even perform much-needed jobs to help
make the world be a better place. From police dogs
to service dogs and therapy dogs—it’s easy to see
why animals “reign” in Darien…
6
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It’s reigning
cats and dogs…

Shami and Luther, a fellow comfort dog, unwind in Newtown

One little girl came over to sit by
Shami. Soon the girl was petting
Shami. She then hugged Shami
and started talking to her and even
smiled. Her mom told Shami’s handler that since Friday her daughter
had refused
to talk to
anyone and
this was the
first time she
had spoken
since leaving her classroom at Sandy
Hook where fellow students had
been killed. Later that day, another
little girl made all the handlers turn
their heads, while she told the dogs
“secrets.” The dogs listened and
loved her back.
Toni’s daughters Jolene and Lucy
also work with the dogs. Jolene
spent time in Newtown with another special dog named Addie. When
at home, Jolene takes Shami to
schools and visits with special needs
and autistic students. Daughter Lucy
is instrumental in caring for Shami
and works as her handler as well.
The community of Newtown
will be going through the healing
process for a very long time. Shami
returned in early January for 12
days in order to greet all the Sandy
Hook Elementary children on their
first day of school in the new facility
being prepared for them.
{Read more of Shami’s story at neighborsofdarien.com and see additional
pictures.)

Cats make wonderful pets
Toni Bazon is Shami’s primary handler

According to the most recent
National Pet Owners Survey done

P hoto above and center © M iles B oone, M iles B oone photography

by the American Pet Products Association, approximately 33% of
U.S. households own at least one
cat, with 52% of cat owners having
more than one. Cheryl Maibusch,
owner of The Cat Groomer, is an incredible resource for cats. She shares
that, “cats can make marvelous companion animals and their personalities vary as much from cat to cat as
any other classification of pet. Some
are cuddlers, some are talkers, and
some are more aloof. But all have
their endearing qualities that make
them one-of-a-kind to their pet parents. Cats have been known as low
maintenance pets.” She emphasized
that “they don’t need to be walked
outside to do their business. Just put
out their food and water, and interact and play with them daily and
you’re pretty much good.” But “low
maintenance” does not mean “no
maintenance.” Cats need to be seen
at least annually by their veterinarian to keep them at their healthiest
for long, fulfilling lives.
Cats are available from your local
shelter or humane society in all
different sizes, colors, hair lengths,
and temperaments. When choosing
a new furry friend to share your
home, don’t overlook the adults.
Adopting an adult animal will give
you a better chance of knowing just
what their personality is.

Police dogs

Darien has been fortunate to
have an extra set of paws patrolling
the streets in previous years. Many
residents fondly remember Quanto
and Rolf.
7
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It’s reigning cats and dogs…

The dogs were hired in 2003.
Both have passed away. Officer Rich
Stutte was Rolf’s handler and Sgt.
Steve Liss was Quanto’s handler.
Darien hopes to get a new police
dog in the near future.
Police dogs offer a vitally important role by helping keep communities safe. They often perform jobs
that humans cannot do as well.
The common phrase used in a lot
of training is, “a dog’s nose knows”
meaning there are things that a
canine can do that a human can’t.

Training dogs

Otis is truly one of a kind! He was
only three months old when his
owners gave him up because they
couldn’t handle him. They described
him as “Otis the Beast,” “Demon
Dog” and “aggressive.”
While Otis clearly was an adorable pup, he required patience and
consistent training that his family
was not able to provide. Liz Huskey
helped to foster Otis and it didn’t
take long at all to receive tons of
applications for this adorable face.
He was soon adopted. Alas, he was
returned within three weeks.
Otis came back to Liz. With over
ten years of experience handling
Liz Huskey
and Otis
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thousands of
items your pet needs and they also
dogs of all breeds provide veterinary services, groomand temperaing, training, doggie day camp and
ments, Liz was
PetsHotel.
determined
to work her
Finding your perfect pet
magic on Otis.
The West Suburban Humane
She specializes in obedience and
Society (WSHS) in Downers Grove
behavior issues. Since Liz focuses on is a volunteer based, animal welfare
the family dog, her training style of
organization that was founded in
using a positive approach enhances
1972 as a lost and found referral serthe bond and enjoyment inside and
vice. They provide housing for up to
outside of the family.
25 dogs and 60 cats at a time. They
Huskey is an approved AKC
continue to reunite lost animals
Canine Good Citizen Evaluator and
and their owners by maintaining a
has been training and evaluating
database with information on over
puppies and dogs for AKC S.T.A.R.
33,000 pets and their owners, and
Puppy and CGC certification for
by providing free pet identification
over eight years. Otis received his
tags to all pet owners.
AKC Canine Good Citizen and TDI
Saving one dog or cat will not
certification at the
Otis with EAGLES II
age of two. Otis is
certified for therapy work through
Therapy Dogs International and acts
as a demonstration
dog in her classes for
displaying the obedience commands and
behaviors expected
through training.
Liz assists in the
rescue of dogs by
change the world, but for that one
helping to foster and train dogs that
animal the world will be forever
are available for adoption through A
changed. I can make that statement
Caring Place rescue group. One of
with pure conviction having rescued
Liz’s goals is to ensure that puppies
a four-year old mixed breed last
and dogs find their forever homes
fall. Piper has brought pure joy and
and are happy and loved for a
unconditional love into my home.
lifetime.
Our family has welcomed her on
In their new role as therapy dog
many different levels, but this writer
and handler, Liz and Otis work
embraces the companionship and
with EAGLES II (“Enhance Adult
affection only a pet can bring!
Growth through Lifestyle Education
and Service”), a community-based
Tell us your story
program that incorporates theraDo you have a pet story that
peutic recreation to help adults with
is amazing? Neighbors Magazines
developmental disabilities. Through
wants to hear from you! Submit
the Darien Park District she shares
your amazing animal stories to
her knowledge and training tips in
marys@emeraldmarketing.com and
group classes at a variety of levels.
we may share your story on our
The Darien PetSmart is another
website!
great spot to load up on all the

Getting pets ready for warm weather
by Dr. Brian Rooney, Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
• Make sure your pet is on a heartworm
preventative. Pets can become
infected with heartworms, a
potentially deadly parasite,
through a mosquito bite. It is
essential that all dogs, even
those who live mainly indoors,
be on a preventative. Many
of those preventatives also
protects against intestinal
parasites such as roundworms
and hookworms. These
parasites can also be spread to humans, so it is
important to keep your pet protected.
• Start a flea and tick preventative before the warm
weather begins. Fleas can transmit other parasites
such as tapeworms and in many pets, cause a lot of
itching and discomfort. Ticks have been a growing
issue for pets in our area and come out anytime the
temperature is above freezing. Any pet that goes
outside is at risk, NOT just those who go to forested
areas. Ticks can spread a wide variety of diseases to
pets, including Lyme Disease. Your veterinarian is your
best resource for the latest and safest preventatives.
Many products available over the counter at pet
stores or on the Internet are not as effective anymore
for fleas or take longer to kill ticks.
• Double check that fertilizers or lawn treatments
are pet safe and keep pets off treated lawns until
the product is dry. Most products used by large lawn
companies are safe for pets, but we do recommend
limiting their exposure during the first 24 hours as
they can sometimes cause minor skin irritation.
• Keep pets ears clean and dry. Spring and summer
are great times for pets to enjoy the water, but water
in the ears can cause problems. This is especially
true for dogs with floppy ears. Clean ears using a
pet formulated ear cleaner after pets participate in
any water activity or have a bath. These ear cleaners
contain drying agents, which help dry out the areas
that we can’t reach and reduce the development of
ear infections.
• DO NOT LEAVE PETS IN CARS!! Even if it is not hot
outside, the inside temperature of cars rises very
quickly, especially if it’s sunny. Pets can easily become
dehydrated and overheated. Heat stroke can be
deadly and is very preventable.
• Gradually acclimate your pet to physical activity.
It is tempting to let your pet go crazy and run around
the first day the weather allows, but for pets that have
been less active during the winter months, this can
cause injuries.

City of Darien
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Congratulations to the 2013 Darien Citizen of the Year

Cathy Marchese
The Citizen of the Year banquet will be held on
March 16 at Alpine Banquets. Tickets are $30 each,
and can be purchased at Darien City Hall. For more
information please call Mary at 630-353-8102.

Do I need a building permit?
The following information is provided to help guide
the residential homeowner on various interior and
exterior home remodeling projects. For more detailed
information please contact the building department at
630-353-8115, e-mail mwintermute@darienil.gov, or visit
our website at darien.il.us.

Always consult with the building department
regarding local building setback requirements, and any
items not addressed on this sheet. Please note that all
contractors must be licensed with the City of Darien
before beginning any work. Please contact the building
department to determine if your contractor is licensed.

Permits required:

Permits not required:

(Common Examples)

(Common Examples)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
P hoto by Joseph Bruch, CPP, Studio One P hotography

City of Darien Concrete
Replacement Program can help
homeowners
Is your concrete driveway in need of repair?
The City of Darien will be conducting our annual
sidewalk, curb and gutter replacement program this
summer. In conjunction with this program, we will again
be offering homeowners the opportunity to replace
their driveway, driveway apron, and depress their
driveway curb, at a competitive bid price. If you would
be interested in receiving more information on this
program please call Mary at 630-353-8102
If you identify a sidewalk in need of repair, please call
us at the above telephone number

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

New dwelling structures
Room additions
Garages, attached and detached
Alterations where structural elements are affected,
i.e.; new openings in foundations, walls, ceilings,
roofs, enlarged door and window openings.
Re-roofing—tearing off old shingles
All new electrical and plumbing installations (in
wall work)
Fireplaces and solid fuel burning stoves
New air conditioning units
Generators
Sheds
Swimming pools—in ground and above ground
Patios, including paver brick
Decks and porches
Fences
Driveways—including paver brick
New water service
Sewer work (in public right of way)
Concrete work over 100 sq. ft.
Landscaping ponds
Landscaping that alters the grade of the property
Retaining walls
Underground sprinkler systems
Wheelchair lifts/Elevators

1. Normal repair and maintenance
2. Roof overlay—limited to a total of two layers of
roofing material.
3. Replacement of deteriorated materials.
4. Siding, soffit and fascia
5. Windows and doors—replacing with same size.
6. Superficial remodeling which does not affect
structural elements, such as drywall and plaster
work.
7. Replacing fixtures
8. Exterior concrete flatwork under 100 sq. ft., such as
stoops and service walks.
9. Driveway overlay or sealcoating
10. Simple landscaping that DOES NOT change the
grading of the property.

My contractor must be licensed with the City of Darien because…
The City of Darien requires all
contractors performing permitted
work within the city become
licensed with us. When a contractor
becomes licensed with the city they
are required to provide contact
information, liability insurance
and a construction bond. These
10

items are in place to insure that
the construction is completed in
accordance with our building codes.
Registration allows the City
of Darien to better regulate
construction activity and contractors
working in the city. It also gives
the resident an avenue of recourse

should the construction not be up
to code.
Please call the Building
Department at 630-353-8115
when considering construction
to determine if the contractor is
currently licensed with the City of
Darien.
11
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Brush pick-up begins in April

New refuse fees take effect in April
The City of Darien is entering into its third year
with Veolia/Advanced Disposal as its refuse hauler.
Each year on April 1 the rates go up according to the

Waste Hauling/Recycling

Darien uses a sticker system in which residents affix
one sticker for each 32/33 gallon garbage can or on a
garbage bag and it is picked up on a regularly scheduled
garbage day. The weight limit for the garbage is 50
pounds per container. Yard waste can be put in a brown
paper bag or put in a garbage can with a permanent
“YARD WASTE ONLY” tag affixed to the side. The
stickers and tags can be picked up at City Hall.

Garbage Holidays

Our garbage collectors have six holidays: New Year’s
Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. On the weeks that the
holidays occur, garbage collection will be pushed back
one day from the holiday.

Bulk Items

2013 Brush Collection Schedule

contract. Although the rates have changed, the pickup
procedures remain the same for 2013–2014. Below is a
summary of our garbage services for the coming year:

April, 2013–March, 2014
Refuse Sticker price—32 gallon

$3.17

Optional Cart 64 gallon—Monthly fee

$19.49

Optional Cart 96 gallon—Monthly fee

$23.86

White Goods

White goods include refrigerators, ranges, stoves,
freezers, air conditioners, water heaters, another other
domestic large appliances. Because these need to be
disassembled by hand because of environmentally
harmful materials, five stickers are required to be affixed
before they will be removed on your regular garbage
pick-up day.

April 22 through 26
June 24 through 28

August 26 through 30
October 21 through 25

The City of Darien is pleased to be able to offer
FREE BRUSH PICKUP for all residents within our
boundaries. To help keep the streets clean and our
crews on schedule, please stack the brush neatly by
the curb on the Sunday before the pickup week. The
chipper can accept brush up to 6" in diameter. Please
do not tie the brush or put it in garbage cans. All other
yard waste such as grass clippings and flowers should
be disposed of through our yard waste program with
Veolia Environmental.
All brush needs to be out by no later than the
Sunday night prior to the designated pick up week.

The chipping crew can make only one pass and may
complete your street as soon as Monday morning.
Residents who are unable to put their brush out prior
to the scheduled week can take it to the Municipal
Services Facility, located at 1041 S. Frontage Road, and
place it in the brush dumpster. Brush will be accepted
Monday through Friday from 7am–2:30pm. No
landscape companies are allowed to dump in the brush
dumpsters.
If you have any questions regarding brush pick up,
please contact Municipal Services at 630-353-8105.

Bulk items are large items that are not included in
normal garbage pick-up. Examples of bulk items are
sofas, love seats, chairs, and tables. Two stickers must be
affixed to each bulk item for it to be removed on your
normal garbage pick-up day.

Recycling

Recycling is free when put in any receptacle under
35 gallons and marked “Recycling” so the driver can
identify it. Bins may be purchased at City Hall for
$8 (medium) or $17 (large). Please help keep our
neighborhoods clean by placing heavy recyclables on
top, which keeps the lighter items from blowing out of
the bins and into our yards. The following are examples
of acceptable and unacceptable recycling items:
Acceptable Items

Items Not Accepted

Newspapers

Styrofoam

Steel Cans & Tins

Motor Oil

Glass Bottles and Jars

Insecticide

Detergent and Fabric
Softener Containers

Items contaminated with
food

Plastic Buckets

Pizza Boxes

Milk and Juice Jugs

Tarps

Aluminum Cans

*Plastic Grocery Bags

*Plastic grocery bags can be recycled in many grocery stores.
Jewel will accept these grocery bags back for recycling.
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Your elected city officials and city administrator

Electronics Recycling

Illinois law makes it illegal for you to throw your
electronics in the garbage. This law seeks to prevent
dangerous substances contained in electronics from
infiltrating our water supply and soil when they end
up in landfills. For places you may recycle electronics
in DuPage County please visit: dupageco.org/EDP/
Waste_Recycling_and_Energy/1549/ or call City Hall at
630-852-5000

Kathleen Moesle Weaver,
Mayor
630-271-1619

Tina Beilke,
Alderman 2
630-789-2597

Halil Avci
Alderman 7
630-963-4260

JoAnne Ragona,
City Clerk
630-353-8110

John Poteraske,
Alderman 3
630-968-0199

Contact the City of Darien:

Michael J. Coren,
City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joerg Seifert,
Alderman 4
630-789-8177

Bryon Vana
City Administrator
630-353-8114

Joseph Marchese,
Alderman 5
630-254-2421

Ted V. Schauer,
Alderman
630-969-3081

Sylvia McIvor
Alderman 6
312-961-9230

General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
March 4 & 18 and April 1 & 15
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Martin Casey, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education

Robert Rzeszutko, President
Michael Overmann, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Deborah Gaspari, Member
Eric Goldbranson, Member
Janine Kiwiet, Member
Claudia Manley, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
14

2013–2014 Registration Information

Health requirements for entering school

With your child’s third quarter report card you will
find registration materials for the 2013–2014 school year.
We ask for your support and cooperation in helping us
prepare for next year. We are using this registration format
which will allow us to plan based on students expected to
return to the district.
The registration packet you receive with your child’s
third quarter report card will contain:

Illinois law requires that each child entering
kindergarten and sixth grade submit proof of a health
examination and the required immunizations. The
law states a student must have the required health
examination and immunizations on or before the first
day of school. Any child failing to submit such proof as
of the first day of school will not be allowed to enter
school.
Immunizations are available through the DuPage Co.
Health Dept. (630-682-7400). If you are using your

Registration Information Form—please verify/correct/update information
Fee Information Sheet-please complete and attach payment
Internet Access Authorization Letter
PTA Phone Directory Authorization (Lace and Mark DeLay students)
Code of Conduct (Eisenhower Junior High students)
Gifted Education Identification Process Notice
Return Envelope
Registration for returning students—You may return all of the
necessary documents listed above, along with your check for payment of
fees by May 10 to your child’s current school office. Please make your check
or money order payable to Darien Public Schools–District #61. You can also
pay school fees on line with your credit card through Rev-Trak. Rev-Trak
accepts MasterCard and Discover. It does not accept Visa.
Thank you in advance for helping us make the registration process easier.
If you have any questions please contact your building principal.

District #61 applauds staff members on their
continued education
Over the past year, many of our teachers have continued their education
at various local colleges. In all, 104 credit hours were earned. We would like
to recognize these staff members:
Benedictine University
Whitney Baker

Augustana
Amy Whitt, Becky Knapp

Concordia College
Irma Maciel , Nina Offerman,
Jennifer Madsen

Aurora University
Kathy Atwood, Michelle Sleboda,
Gail Stocchero

Lewis University
Jennifer Manescalchi,
Michelle Ktistou

Vandercook University
Andrea Behegan-Gough

St. Xavier
Hollie Hickey, Sue Stachnik,
Ashley Grabowski, Jen Reyes

American College of Education
Kristen Lemar
U.I.C
Joe Polasek

private physician, we encourage you to make your
appointments early. If you need assistance in locating
a physician, you can call the school’s health aide. A list
of pediatric services can be provided to you from our
District Nurse, Susanne
Gomez, RN, M.S.II.
C.S.N.

Physical examination:
within 12 months prior to the date of entering school (Kdg. & 6th grade)
Immunizations:
DPT or DTaP

4 or more doses with the last dose on or after the fourth birthday

Polio (TOPV or IPV)

3 or more doses with the last dose on or after the fourth birthday

Measles

2 doses, first dose on or after the first birthday, second dose no less than 28
days later (usually given as MMR)

Rubella

1 dose on or after the first birthday (usually given as MMR)

Mumps

1 dose on or after the first birthday (usually given as MMR)

MMR

2 doses, first dose on or after the first birthday, second dose no less than 28
days later

Hepatitis B Series

Students entering 5th grade must begin series

Varicella

1 dose on or after the first birthday

Illinois also requires a dental exam for all students
entering kindergarten and sixth grade. Please have your
dentist complete the form which will be available at
registration or from the school office and return it to
school on the first day of school.
Any child entering sixth grade shall show proof
of receiving one dose of Tdap (defined as tetanus,
diphtheria, acellular pertussis) vaccine regardless of the
interval since the last DTaP, DT, or Td dose. Secondly,

students entering grades seven through 12 who have
not already received Tdap are required to receive one
Tdap dose regardless of the interval sine the last DTaP,
DT, or Td dose.
A vision examination by a licensed optometrist or
opthamologist is also required for kindergarten entry.
Please have your doctor complete the form which will
be available at registration or from the school office and
return it to school on the first day of attendance.

Upcoming Educational Roundtable dates
Educational Roundtable discussions begin at 7pm.
Tues., March 12 at Lace School (Partnerships: African-American
Leadership Roundtable, DuPage Academic Achievement Workshop
Network, and Tutors on Wheels)
Tues., April 2—at Eisenhower Junior High (Common Core)
Tues., Sept. 10—at Mark DeLay School (Special Education Overview)
15
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program to Eisenhower Junior
High students. This program has
provided hundreds of students the
opportunity to play organized sports
and stay active before school.
The one thing that all of the
parent volunteers and parent
organizations have in common is
their desire to work with the school
to give the students of Eisenhower
the best education possible. Making
Eisenhower Junior High successful
takes the combined efforts of
the staff, students, parents and
community and EJH appreciates
everything that the parents do for
the school!

Parents make the difference at
Eisenhower!
by Michael Fitzgerald
It is often believed that parent
volunteers are needed at the
elementary school level, but not
needed once students get to the
junior high. This is simply a myth.
Parents are a most valuable part
of what makes Eisenhower Junior
High a great school. There are
parent volunteers in the library
and in elective classes. The school
also uses parent volunteers on field
trips, market days and with projects
run within the building. There are
parents coming in to give math
and reading assistance and even to
meet with students that need an
additional adult role model in their
lives. These are just a few ways that
parents help the school by donating
their time and talents.
Parents are also in leadership roles
that are vital in keeping programs
alive and well at Eisenhower. One
organization that shines a bright
light on the school is the PTA. This
group of parents works tirelessly to
provide opportunities for students.
Just this year they have sold student
spirit wear, distributed a student
directory, provided a “parent night
out” which raised funds for students
and provided a night of friendship
and bonding for parents. This night
also provided student raffle winners
who won prizes to participate in
events with EJH staff members like
bowling or eating pizza. The PTA
has been committed to helping raise
awareness and funds with students
for good causes throughout the
year. The PTA has also provided a
Movie Night for 6th graders and
a Rec-Night for each grade level.
These nights provide the students a
16

safe environment to do
something fun with their
peers. Finally, the PTA
has worked very hard to
provide parent education
nights. The first was
given by Mr. Filas
and principal Michael
Fitzgerald and focused
on the school report
card and an introduction
to the new Common
Core Standards the
teachers have been
working with. On
Feb. 4, Ms. Hatch, the
school counselor, gave a
presentation on helping
students be successful at
school and home. Food
and babysitting were provided to
encourage more parent involvement.
The Band Boosters are a model
system for parental involvement
and volunteering. Through their
booster board they orchestrate,
in conjunction with Mr. Damore
and parent volunteers, everything
from fundraising, uniform
fitting, chaperoning parades
and performances, setting up

Michael Fitzgerald is the Principal of
Eisenhower Junior High School

merchandise options, putting
together the band trip itinerary,
assessing instrument and furniture
needs, and much, much more.
The Chorus Boosters similarly
have contributed to our school
by fundraising, chaperoning
performances, helping to plan
trips and musicals, along with
recruitment of new singers. Choir
Director Mrs. Ramaswamy is very
thankful for the parent help and
knows she would never be able
to get everything she needs to get
done accomplished without the help
of her parent volunteers.
The Sports Boosters have
contributed their time and talents
to raise needed funds for uniforms
and equipment. They have hosted
dinner dances, auctions, game nights
and craft fairs to bring parents
together and raise funds. One of
their biggest accomplishments was
bringing back the intramural sports

Fund continues Miss Kelly’s life’s work
by David May
Darien District 61 Educational
Foundation is seeking donations for
the Maureen Kelly Memorial Fund
for Students, honoring the longtime
Darien District #61 teacher
and principal best known in the
community as Miss Kelly.
Miss Kelly spent her entire career
in education at Hinsbrook/Mark
DeLay School, starting as a teacher’s
aide, then teaching 4th and 6th
grades for 19 years, and finally
serving as principal for 14 years
before retiring in 2009. She passed
away in November, 2010. The fund,
established in December, 2010, has
helped to continue Miss Kelly’s life’s
work: providing for the educational,
emotional and material needs of
children to help them excel in their

school experience.
During the past several years,
those needs have grown significantly
as the sluggish economy has left
more families struggling to make
ends meet. Previous support from
the fund has included providing
materials and basic school supplies
as needs are identified by school
social workers, as well as fees for
participation in programs such as
the district’s outdoor education trips.
To make a tax-deductible donation
to the fund, please visit the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation
website at darien61foundation.org.
Donations can be made securely
online or by mailing a check to the
foundation at 7414 S. Cass Ave.,
Darien, IL 60561. Be sure to note

the contribution is intended for the
Maureen Kelly Fund.
Darien District 61 Educational
Foundation was established in 2009
and to date has contributed more
than $16,000 in funding to Darien
District #61 schools through teacher
grants and other aid to students.
David May is the Foundation’s
Secretary
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Welcome
new Darien
businesses
February saw ribbon cutting
ceremonies at three new businesses
and Chamber members.

Ribbon cutting at Salon Q

Welcome new chamber members

Fox Valley Glass
1409 Wright Boulevard,
Schaumburg, IL 60193
Jaime Leyva
630-377-6277
Fox Valley Glass is “newly” located
in the heart of Schaumburg and is here to service
your every glass need. Family owned and operated
they provide a variety of services including; mobile
auto glass repair and replacement, commercial and
residential glazing, along with working hand in hand
with insurance agents and commercial accounts.

Salon Q
410 75th Street
Downers Grove
Fairview Plaza
Jenny Miller
630-253-9363
Salon Q is happy to be part of The Darien Chamber of
Commerce. Our salon offers services for men, women,
teens, kids and seniors, including all of the latest
cutting and color techniques. Our stylists promise
upfront reasonable prices. We also have professional
products and accessories available. Appointments are
recommended, walk-ins welcome.

At right, The Goddard School
ribbon cutting ceremony

Below, cutting the ribbon at
Zazzo’s Pizza

Playa Del Sol
Poy Piedra
630-963-6500
Our mission is to prepare and serve the freshest,
authentic Mexican food. Our goal is to serve our
customers healthy food so they can leave happy and
share the positive experience with their friends.
Giamanco & Ooink
40 Quadrangle Drive,
Suite A,
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
Betsy Wirth or
Juan Ooink
630-679-0930
630-679-0932 fax
attorney@golawoffice.com
golawoffice.com
We are a litigation law firm handling matters from
minor traffic tickets, DUIs, felony and misdemeanor
criminal matters, contract disputes, slip and falls,
divorce and custody issues. We handle matters in Will,
DuPage, Cook, Kane, Kendall and other surrounding
counties. Please give our experience attorneys a call.

Darien Dash is “Going Green”
The 13th Annual Darien Dash is “Going
Green!” Register online at dariendash.com
New this year “Virtual Race Bags.” Sponsorship opportunities are now
available at darienchamber.com.
Darien Dash will be held on May 19. Start time is 8:30am at the Darien
Community Park.

Like Us On
Facebook
Follow Us On
Twitter

Upcoming Events

March 21
West Suburban Multi-Chamber Luncheon &
EXPO,
11am Bobak’s Signature Events
Featuring Chris Catalano
Chairman & CEO School of Rock
March 27
DWB Wine Tasting Networking Event
5pm, Downers Grove Wine Shop
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April 9
Membership Luncheon Event
11:30am, Holiday Inn Willowbrook
Featuring Joe Rosner
Director of Best Defense Illinois
April 24
Chamber 101
9am, State Bank of Countryside
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Nuggets

Good Neighbor
Meet 2013 Citizen of the Year Cathy Marchese

T

he new signs proclaiming
Darien to be “A Nice Place
to Live” greet those passing
through Darien. In a way, the task of
the Citizen of the Year Committee
is to choose the nomination that
really exemplifies this motto. Their
choice for the 2013 nomination has
truly made this city a much nicer
place to live since moving here 26
years ago.
One nomination stated: “While
she has served in leadership
positions in several community
organizations, she would rather
be seen as a hard worker that as
a group leader. Her actions have
served to make her a role model not
only for our community but also for
her three sons and their families.”
Her contributions to the City of
Darien have been very diverse.
While her children attended Our
Lady of Peace School, for twelve
years the school reaped the benefits
of having Cathy Marchese as a
parent. She started and chaired the
Market Day Program there for ten
years and along with her husband
Joe, initiated the Our Lady of Peace
Home and School Association.
As a lifetime member of the
Darien Historical Society since
2002, she is currently on the Board
of Directors and serves as 2nd
Vice-President and Membership
Chairperson. She has chaired their
Tag Day and co-chairs the “Sunday
Dinner” events along with Alice
Brennan. Volunteering together
at the Darien Historical Society,
Alice Brennan reacts, “If Cathy
could create more hours in a day,
she’d find ways to fill them helping
others…and she’d still be smiling.
She connects with all ages and
leaves them smiling, too.”
Cathy has been a member of
the Darien Woman’s Club since
2002. She served two years as
20

Membership
Director and
currently is on
the Hospitality
Committee. For
nine years, she
has been selling
tickets to the rides
at DarienFest
for the Woman’s
Club as well as
for the Chamber
of Commerce.
DarienFest has
been fortunate to
Cathy and Joe at the Lions Club District 1 J Nightwalk.
have Cathy as a coCertificate of Achievement for more
chair of their planning committee.
than 11 years for her efforts.
While her children were in the
In the late 1980s, Cathy served on
Darien Youth Club programs, Cathy
Darien’s first Recycling Committee.
became a DYC Board Member for
She served School District 63 as
eight years. While on the board, she
a member of the “Cass 2000”
ran the DYC’s $100 raffle. The DYC
Commission to study the future
Sportscore also benefitted from
Cathy selling refreshments while her building needs of the district. For
two years, Cathy washed clothes
kids were in DYC.
for the PADS Program. She works
When her children moved on
annually as a fundraiser for the
to Hinsdale South High School,
American Cancer Society and
Cathy became involved there too!
for ten years raised funds for the
She served on the Hospitality
Alzheimer’s Research Fund as well.
Committee for four years and was
Friends can always count on her to
even a volunteer basketball scorer
take them to the doctor, watch their
for the freshman basketball team.
children or visit them when they
Perhaps her impact to the city is
are sick. A nominator wrote: She’s
most visible with the Darien Lion’s
the first one there to help and the
Club. Although not a member,
last to leave when help is needed.
Cathy has been a volunteer for
All of this is done unselfishly. Her
the Annual Candy Day Fundraiser
kindness, gentleness, and helpfulness
for over 20 years. She has always
are hallmarks of who she is and
finished as one of the top five
what she is all about.”
fundraisers. In many cases, her
In Life’s Little Instruction Book,
total has exceeded those of the
author H. Jackson Brown states
club members! She loves working
the following: “Live so that when
for their annual food drive in
your children think of fairness and
December, bagging groceries for
integrity, they think of you.” Cathy’s
those in need. For three years, she
worked with her husband Joe on the family has experienced this through
all of the works she has so humbly
Lion’s Club District 1 J “Nightwalk”
given to our city.
Committee. This is a 3-mile “Walk
Congratulations to Cathy as the
for Sight” fundraising event. The
2013 Citizen of the Year.
Lion’s Club has awarded her with a

13th Annual Darien Dash selects Virtual Race Bags
as marketing partner
The annual Darien Dash, benefitting the Darien
Chamber of Commerce, local Schools and Youth
Organizations, has
selected the Virtual
Race Bags™ online
platform to provide
event participants
special offers and
messages from
sponsors, national
brands and local merchants.
“The Virtual Race Bags™ platform will be a terrific
value-add for all of our participants,” said Clare
Bongiovanni. “It also demonstrates our commitment
to helping our sponsors more closely connect with our
participants.”
The Darien Chamber of Commerce is proud to
announce that the 13th Annual Darien Dash will be a
Green Race. The Dash committee is looking to promote
“green” practices at this year’s race. They’re encouraging
engage participants of all ages to follow Green Practices.
Once again this year the Darien Chamber will be
awarding local schools and youth organizations with
the most registered participants (minimum of 35
participants to be eligible} prizes. For more information,
contact Clare Bongiovanni, info@darienchamber.com
Welcome Chuck’s Southern Comfort Cafe
Chuck’s Southern Comfort Cafe is coming to
Darien in the spring (late March or early April). Visit
chuckscafe.com for more information.
St. John hosts preventive health event
St. John Lutheran Church is pleased to offer a
preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a leading
provider of community-based preventive health
screenings, will use the church as a site for their
affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings
on April 5.
Five screenings will be offered which scan for potential
health problems related to blocked arteries, abdominal
aortic aneurysms, arterial fibrillation or irregular heart
beat and a bone density screening for men and women,
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.
Appointments spaces are limited and pre-registration
is required. Call 888-653-6441 for more information
or to register for the screening. Sign up online at
lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.

Around the Block
Darien Woman’s
Club spring children’s
clothing resale set
The Darien Woman’s Club
children’s clothing resale is
March 9 from 9am–1pm
at Prairieview School, 699
Plainfield Rd., Downers
Grove. For more i n form a t i o n c o n t a c t Va l erie at 630-852-4097 or
darienwomansclub.org.

Improvements galore
at Old Lace School
House
There’s lots happening at
Old Lace Schoolhouse and
Museum. Join this historic
hometown establishment on
March 3 and April 7 from 1–
7pm to see what’s happening.
Work projects continue with
the in-house filing system and
safeguarding contents with
archival containers. Also on
the list is creating wall space
for the Andermann exhibition, which will display seven
newly framed family photos
and the 1930s wedding dress
of Malinda A ndermann
Wehrmeister. The not-so-fun
details include addressing
the ailing furnace and sump
pump.
Stop by and see what’s
happening. The museum is
located at 75th and Cass.

ballet Peter Pan March 9,
1:30pm. Tickets are available
through midwestballet.org.
630-971-9751.

Darien Woman’s
Club scholarship
applications available
The purpose of the Woman’s Club scholarships is to
encourage young people to
be involved in their community and the fine arts. The
Darien Woman’s Club Charity Fund, Inc. will award four
scholarships to students living in Darien and neighboring areas.
Community Service:
Two $1,000 Scholarships for
Volunteer Service are available to high school seniors
Fine Arts: Two $350
scholarships are available for
students who entered 7–12
grade for the 2013–2014
School year. Scholarship
funds are to be used in the
summer of 2013 for a fine
arts class or camp.
Applications are available
at darienwomansclub.org. All
applications must be postmarked by April 3.

Peter Pan returns to
Tivoli Theatre
Join Captain Hook, Tiger
Lily, Tinkerbell, and the
rest of the gang at the Tivoli
Theatre, 5021 Highland
Ave, Downers Grove, for a
special performance of Midwest Ballet Theatre’s (MBT)
full-length, original story
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Cancer Smashers are
at it again!
On Feb. 22, Cancer Smashers partnered up with three
local Student Councils from
School District 60, 66, and

61 for a friendly competition to see which district
could “smash” cancer more.
The exciting, inspirational,
fun-filled kickoff assembly
motivated the kids to fight
this horrible disease. Go to
cancersmashers.org to find
out more and which school
district won!

Darien Lions say
“Thanks”
The fall months saw the
Darien Lions Club involved
with two of its most important fund raising/community activities—Candy Day
in October and Needy Food
Basket delivery in December.
The generosity of Darien
area residents and businesses
was simply overwhelming!
Total funds raised surpassed
$40,000 —enabling the Club
to serve 195 families with
food baskets (and gifts provided by the Darien Park
District, area schools and
other sources) and donate
over $21,000 to the State
Lions Foundation, benefiting
vision- and hearing-impaired
persons in Illinois. Area businesses tr uly stepped-up
in their support; donating
nearly $13,000 (and lots of
food!) to the two events. The

Darien Lions Club expresses
their heart-felt thanks to all
who gave of their time and
resources to help make these
efforts so successful.

Make plans for
pancakes
Boy Scout Troop 101 is
holding its 40th Annual Pancake Breakfast March 10 at
Eisenhower Jr. High School,
8am–1pm. Admission to the
all-you-can-eat breakfast is
$5 per person. All children
under six and Cub Scouts in
uniform are free.
The Pancake Breakfast is
the Troop’s largest fundraising event. Last year, more
than 1000 people were
served! Many families stop
on their way to or from
church services. Proceeds
support Troop outings and
other activities throughout
the year.
For more infor mation
about the Pancake Breakfast
or Boy Scout Troop 101, contact Scoutmaster Gary Myk
at gary-myk@comcast.net.

Be a part of this
entertaining event
The Harlem Wizards play
Darien Mayhem on March 9
Hinsdale South High School

Gymnasium. Doors open at
6pm; game starts at 7pm.
Join Hinsdale South High
School Athletic Club and the
Cass District 63 Foundation
for Educational Excellence
for a great night of basketball!
The Harlem Wizards are a
professional entertainment
basketball team. There will
be play-by-play highlights
of the game. The Darien
Mayhem players will be students, parents and teachers
from Cass D63 and Hinsdale
South HS.
Tickets can be purchased
in advance at Citizen’s Bank
on Cass Ave., Cass District 63
Office, Hinsdale South High
School Front Office or online
at cassd63.org/foundation or
630-248-7969

It’s time again for The
Big Read
The Big Read is a cooperative project of the Clarendon Hills, Downers Grove,
Hinsdale, Indian Prairie, La
Grange, La Grange Park,
Lisle, Thomas Ford, Westmont, and Woodridge public
libraries that connects communities through literature.
It encourages patrons at all
ten libraries to read the same
book.
Join this event by visiting one of the participating
libraries to borrow a copy of
The Shoemaker’s Wife. Purchase it at Anderson’s Bookshops in Downers Grove
or Naper ville for a 10 %
discount. Anderson’s Book
Club members and shoppers at Barbara’s Bookstore
in Burr Ridge get a 20% discount, and customers at Frugal Muse in Darien receive a
25% discount.
Attend book discussions
and programs at any of the
participating libraries.
Get news at facebook.com/
TheBigRead, Twitter.com/bigread2013, or thebigread.org.

Around the Block
IPPL wants your
stories
Along with having the
latest best-sellers, libraries
collect and preserve things.
IPPL, is working to gather
local history and preserve
it. Residents who have witnesse d t he g row t h and
change in the community
can preserve their memories
and photos for future generations with IPPL’s Local Stories
Project. They would like to
interview you and scan any
photos or memorabilia you
may have. Call Joe Popowitch
at 630-887-8760 ext. 240 to
arrange an interview or drop
off photos.
Inter views last around
two hours and interviewees
will get an audio CD of the
interview plus a typed transcript. Original photos will
be returned. These typed
transcripts and audio CDs
make a touching legacy for
families

Rock and Roll with
Christ the Servant
Catholic Church
Christ the Servant Catholic church proudly presents
its annual concert fundraiser titled “The RockNRoll
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Review” on April 19. Doors
open at 6pm, show time is
7:30pm, 8700 Havens Dr.
(Woodridge). The concert
will feature the music of
the 50s and 60s of Danny
Lentino and the Fabulous
Ambassadors plus Elvis Presley Tribute Artist—Shawn
K lush. T he event promises to be a high energy,
interactive, and fun evening
of entertainment! Call the
Ticket Hotline 630-7965654 or e-mail concert2013
@ctswoodridge.org. Seating is
reserved.

St. John holds annual
prayer breakfast
St. John Lutheran Church
hosts its annual Prayer Breakfast on March 16 from 8:30–
11:30am. Featured speaker
will be Karen Hardecopf, RN,
a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Parish Nurse

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
and Lay Minister, who is
associated with Bright Stars
of Bethlehem.
There is no charge for the
event, but a free will offering will be taken to further
the work of Bright Stars of
Bethlehem. Contact the
church at 630-969-7987 or
info@sjlcdarien.org by March
11 to reserve a spot.

Easter Eggstravaganza
St. John Lutheran Church
& Early Learning Center
hosts an Easter Eggstravaganza on March 30 from
9–11am with an egg hunt at
10am. The event is free and
open to the public.
In addition to looking for
treat-filled plastic eggs, games
and craft making are scheduled. There will be puppet
shows at 9:30 and 10:30am.
The congregation’s K-9 Comfort Dog, Shami, will greet all
who attend.
For more infor mation
visit sjlcdarien.org, e-mail
info@sjlcdarien.org or call
630-969-7987.

Thanks, Thanks and
more Thanks
The Teen Advisory Board
(TAB) thanks everyone who
supported the Giving Tree,
especially the Grandparents
Club at Bethlehem Woods
for their hand-knit donations.
The staff at Willowbrook
Corners Coalition distributed a total of 162 pieces of
warm clothing.

New logo celebrates
local Lutheran early
learning
S i n c e 19 69, S t . J o h n
Lutheran Early Learning
Center has been providing quality Christ-centered
early childhood education.
To mark the start of registration for 2013–14, a new
logo is being unveiled. It was
designed by graphic artist,
Tim Stahl.

Don’t miss Darien’s annual
Arbor Day celebration
April 26, 10:30am at Smart Oaks
There is no
other natural
beauty that can
transform a yard,
a neighborhood
or a town, than
the majesty and
grace of a mature
tree.
Its beauty is
unparalleled; its
value in nature
is unmatched.
We need trees
for clean air, for
shade and for
solace. Rainwater
is aerated and
purified when it
slowly cascades
down a tree,
into our soil and
streams. Energy is
saved when trees are planted to block sun and wind
from our homes, increasing home values. Squirrels
and songbirds take up residence in trees for food and
shelter. Children and families play and relax under
shade trees. Memories are created with the planting
of a tree.
Arbor Day is celebrated on April 26, at 10:30am, in
Smart Oaks (Bailey and Frontage Rds., next to Cass
Jr. High). Lace School and Cass Jr. High students
are scheduled to attend, grow butterflies and then
release them. Five memorial trees will be planted to
honor and to remember those who are no longer
here. All are invited! Do join us and get inspired!
Darien’s Arbor Day Celebration is sponsored by the
Darien Park District, the City of Darien (awarded “Tree
City USA” in 2012) and funded
by The Gift of Carl Foundation
(giftofcarl.org) an organization
founded by Rob and Char
Vuillaume, Darien Citizens of the
Year 2012. Donations, please, are needed to continue
the great work of this non-profit, which provides
needed services to local schools and for educational
events like Darien’s Arbor Day Celebration.
This annual event is made possible with educational
support from the Morton Arboretum (mortonarb.org)
and local Fire and Police departments. For additional
information contact Kathy Minardi, kathyminardi@
comcast.net, or visit Darien Arbor Day on Facebook.
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Caught in the act…
Students show support for children of Newtown
This February, Our Lady of Peace Catholic School students
made valentines to show their love and support for students at
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CN. Children
in kindergarten and grades one, two and three participated
in the project. The valentines were mailed at the beginning of
February.

DARIEN
SUNDAY

M A R C H 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

What resources do you need to help you maintain
control and prepare for life’s transitions? A group
of Darien Chamber of Commerce members have
collaborated to answer those very questions. These six
professionals took their expertise and are giving back to
the community through “Resource Partners.”
When individuals are faced with the time in their lives
to “right-size,” Resource Partners has consolidated the
information and created a program to help navigate
the process. All of the critical areas are represented
including financial planning, real estate, insurance, legal,
organizing and exploring senior living. Being informed
and planning is key to providing for a comfortable
future.
The six partners serve as adult guidance counselors
helping individuals navigate the path to a better
tomorrow. They donate their time to share their
expertise in a seminar setting. They have conducted
three seminars so far in cooperation with the Indian
Prairie Library. The next session is set for May 21, with
plans to schedule more this year.

For more information contact Kim at 630-968-2041.

SATURDAY

2

No School
HSHS

MaryS@ emeraldmarketing.com

4

5

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

6

7

8

Kids Read
3pm, Library

Chan Concert: An
Irish Afternoon
2pm
Library

10

Harlem Wizards v.
Darien Mahem
6pm, HSHS

11

12

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

17

24

Darien Park
District
Preschool Open
House
6-7:30pm

18

19

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

25
Passover begins

31
Easter
Sunday

13
HSHS 10am Start

ACT Strategies
Session
2-4pm
Library.

Happy
St.Patrick’s
Day

9
Woman’s Club
Spring Clothing
Resale
9am-1pm
Prairieview School

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

Annual St. Pat/St.
Joe’s Dinner
1pm
Our Lady of Peace
School Gym
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FRIDAY

Please send your event information to

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

Resource Partners is comprised of six experts with
extensive professional backgrounds.
Rightsizing and Organizing:
Kim Cosentino, The De-Clutter Box
Insurance:
Bill Friedrich, Insphere Insurance Solutions
Senior Living and Services:
Sandra Kusy, Carmelite Carefree Village
Legal:
Michael Overmann, Attorney at Law
Real Estate:
Joan Wayman, Real Estate Brokerage
Financial Planning:
Tim Werner, Edward Jones Investments

THURSDAY

1

3
Neighbors helping neighbors—Resource Partners

WEDNESDAY

26
Darien Park
District Day Trip
Blue Chip Casino
9am-4pm

20

14

Italian Story Time
11am, Library

Godspell
7:30pm
HSHS Auditorium

Godspell, 7:30pm
HSHS Auditorium

21

DWFD Board
Meeting
6:30pm

Parent/Teacher
Conferences
HSHS

Percussion
Concert
7:30pm
HSHS Autitorium

After School
Chess
4-5pm
Library

27
Yoga at the
Library, 1pm
Skype with
Sharon Creech
2pm, Library
Business Owners:
Public Records
Online
7pm, Library

15

Darien Park
District Day Trip
Chicago Flower
Show
9:30am-4:30pm

28
Explore Career
Options (Today’s
Smart Living)
7pm
Library

C.O.D. What You
Need to Know
5-8pm, Library

Living Stations of
the Cross, 7pm
Our Lady of Peace

22
1:30am Dismissal
HSHS
R U GAME?
6:30-8:45pm
Library

29

Good Friday

16

Prayer Breakfast
8:30-11:30am
St. John’s Church
Poetry Reading
and Open Mic
2-4:40pm, Library
Citizen of the Year
Dinner, 6pm
Alpine Banquets
Godspell, 7:30pm
HSHS Auditorium

23
HSHS Spring
break through
April 2
Family Spaghetti
Dinner
6:30PM
Library

30

Easter Egg Hunt
9am, Darien
Community Park
Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny
10am-12pm
Darien Park
District
Easter
Eggstravaganza
9-11am
St. John’s Church
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Financial News

How long can the rally last?

DARIEN
SUNDAY

A P R I L 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

1
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

WEDNESDAY

2
Social Media for
Business
2pm
Library

THURSDAY

3
Eco-Friendly Eats
7pm,Library
Choral Classics
Concert, 7:30pm
HSHS Auditorium
Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

7

8

9

10

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4
Darien Park
District Day Trip
9:15-4pm

5
Health Screening
St. John’s Church

6
Practice ACT
10am-1:30pm
Library

Super-Couponing
1 (Today’s Smart
Living)
7pm
Library

11
Darien Park
District Day Trip
Four Winds
Casino
8:30am-3:30pm

12
GenLit Game
Night
7pm
Library

13
Kids Swap ‘n’
Shop
10:30am-3:30pm
Library

Student Council
Blood Drive
HSHS

14
Inside Darien’s
History
2-4pm
Library

15
Creative Wedding
Flowers for Less
(Today’s Smart
Living)
7pm
Library

16
College Night
7pm
HSHS

21

22
Science Time:
Planting Seeds
10:30-11:30am
Library
Spring Band
Concert
7:30pm
HSHS

28
After School
Chess
4-5pm
Library
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18

19

WIT (Write,
Inspire, Together)
Poetry Workshop
Series
6:30-8:30pm
Library

RockNRoll
6pm
Christ the Servant

Prairie
Godmothers
Green-Cleaning
Essentials 7pm,
Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Start Early—Start
Smart Seminar,
Career Vision.
2-3:30pm, Library

17
Preschool Open
House. 6-7:30pm
Darien Park District
DWFD Board
Meeting, 6:30pm

23
12:10 Dismissal
HSHS
Get Money Smart
1pm
Library

24
Money Smart
Apps (Money
Smart Week)
6pm
Library
National Honor
Society Induction
7pm
HSHS Auditorium

by Angelo Imbrogno

25
Darien Park
District Day Trip
10:30am-5:30pm
What a Glorious
Feeling
Theatre at the
Center

20

Ethnic Fair
6:30pm
HSHS Fieldhouse

26
Arbor Day
Celebration
10:30am
Smart Oaks

27

U.S. equity markets have been
rising over the last year. Between
Jan. 31, 2012 and Jan. 31, 2013,
the Standard & Poor’s 500 has
risen nearly 15%. Gains of that
magnitude are certainly noteworthy,
but how much longer can it last?
The market has been reaching
multi-year highs. In fact, as I write
this article the Dow Jones Industrial
Average has topped 14,000, levels
we haven’t seen since 2007. As you
review your investment statements,
you may feel a sense of comfort
that equities are the place to be.
Unfortunately, now may not be the
time to simply buy equities and
leave your portfolio on auto-pilot. A
few of the indicators we follow are
showing a market that is becoming
overextended and may be due for a
correction.
As we examine previously
released economic data, we know

that Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
figures for Q4 of 2012 revealed a
contraction of (-0.1%). That may not
seem like a significant decline, but
considering GDP for Q3 came in
at a positive 3.1% one can see why
some economists are concerned.
The decline has been attributed
mainly to fiscal cliff concerns late
in 2012, a decrease in government
spending and slower inventory
growth.
Technical indicators, such as a 10week and 30-week bullish percent
of the New York Stock Exchange,
have given us cause for concern as
well. These indicators reflect the
percent of stocks that are trading
above their 10-week and 30-week
moving average. The current level
for both indicators has reached
higher levels where markets have
historically reversed and started
moving lower. These examples

are not guarantees the market will
begin to move lower, but they are
useful in helping investors evaluate
investment decisions and manage
their portfolios. It may be time to
reduce equities and adopt a more
conservative allocation in case we
do see a market correction.

Angelo Imbrogno is President of
Blue Diamond Wealth Management.
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
referenced is historical and is no guarantee of
future results. All indices are unmanaged and may
not be invested into directly.
Securities offered through LPL Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

30
Giving Back—
Volunteer Venues
7-9pm
Library

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com
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Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
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Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Veolia Environmental
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

