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Editor’s Note: We apologize for the error on the November, 2012 calendar.
Hanukkah began December 8, 2012 at sundown. It was listed as beginning Nov. 27.
Our thanks to the readers who called this to our attention.

©2013 Neighbors is published by Emerald
Marketing, Inc. All rights reserved. No portion
of this publication may be reproduced without
the written permission of the publisher.
TM

Follow us on Twitter!
“NeighborsMags”

Follow us on Facebook
“Neighbors Magazines”

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

A message from our mayor
“The time is always right to do what is right.”
~Martin Luther King Jr.

T

he beautiful weather in early December allowed the City of Darien to jump
ahead with reconstructing the stormwater infrastructure and parking lot at
the property that was formerly Ripples and Cornerstone. This work, which
was part of the City’s economic incentive agreement, has paved the way for Chuck’s
Southern Comfort Café to continue their remodeling project with an anticipated
opening in early Spring 2013. I have received many resident communications
throughout the years desiring a good, local, family restaurant, and I am pleased
we were able to partner with a successful restaurateur through the efforts of our
aldermen and the hard work of our Municipal Services employees.
The City of Darien is marketing the property on Cass Avenue between 75th
Street and Plainfield Road, as the environmental cleanup is now complete. Chase
Bank will begin construction in 2013, and we are interested in selling the remaining
property to a developer who will improve the property with desirable businesses
and attractive structures. If you know of an interested party, please have them
contact Dan Gombac at 630-353-8106.
I hope you and your family enjoyed a safe and relaxing holiday season. Within
this issue is our Darien Community Survey. Please take the time to fill it out and
return it to us—we use this feedback to evaluate our programs and investigate future
opportunities based on the desires of the residents. And as always, please feel free
to contact Bryon Vana, City Administrator, with any questions or suggestions at
630-353-8114.
Have a healthy and happy New Year, from all of us at the City of Darien

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Let’s rock this town
together in 2013!
by Mary Coyle Sullivan & Peggy Capper

he recent recession has
taken its toll not only
on Wall Street, but has
impacted the local economy as
well. For those who live and work
in Darien and the surrounding
area, it is important to understand
how spending local impacts them
directly. Community businesses are
the lifeline of a town—both tangibly
through economic return, and
intangibly through building a sense
of community and camaraderie. In
order to preserve the charm and
beauty of Darien, it is critical for
everyone to action. Fortunately,
the solution can be fairly simple…
by choosing to spend more money
locally; Darien residents can make a
direct fiscal impact.
For those who wonder about
where a dollar goes once it leaves
their hands, the answer may
be unexpected. By choosing to
purchase items close to home, the
money that leaves one’s pocket has
more of a positive impact on the
local economy than if spent at a
national chain.
City of Darien Assistant City
Administrator Scott Coren shared
that a high level of local spending
is critical to maintain the standard
of living in any community. First,
revenue from local spending goes
to Darien, which helps to pay for
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the maintenance of roads, storm
water infrastructure, beautification
projects, and the police department.
Increased local spending allows for
additional projects and services, or
could reduce the amount of revenue
needed from other sources. Money
spent locally also encourages
businesses to expand, create jobs
within the community, and invest
in their own appearance. When a
business succeeds in Darien it draws
customers to the vicinity of nearby
retailers, assisting all enterprises.
From financially supporting
Darien’s infrastructure to creating
local jobs to attracting customers,
spending locally is an important
way a resident can support their
community.
Coren added, “If residents
increased their spending in Darien
by just 1%, funding for local
projects and services would increase
by approximately $50,000.”
In the most recent month in
which data is available, September
2012, Darien businesses collected
$23,583,100 in revenue eligible
for sales tax. This does not even
include monies generated by local
businesses for services provided.
Coren shared that; “much of
this money goes back into the
community by supporting the
salaries of employees working for

the local businesses and purchases
from other local businesses.”
There are many studies that
provide data on the amount of
money that stays in a community
when a purchase in made locally
vs. nationally. Although each
community is different (because
of varying factors such as sales
tax), some studies show that as
much as 68% of a dollar stays in a
community when spent locally, 43%
when spent at a national chain, and
0% when spent online. Regardless
of the final numbers, all studies
agree that dollars spent locally have
a positive impact on the community.
In addition, shopping locally means
supporting jobs in the community,
often held by neighbors.
When you go into a local store
they know you. You run into
your neighbors and can catch up
on current events. The fabric of
a community is built by making
connections. It is so important to
know neighbors and know what
is going on because a community
is the result of everyone working
together. If you are isolated, you are
not part of that. The community
element is something that Darien
exemplifies.
Nicole Leinbach Reyhle is the
founder of Retail Minded, a national
publication that supports the

Every year the Darien Chamber of Commerce hosts a community Appreciation Event. Many local business owners, like
realtor Joan Wayman (center), come together at Ashton place in April, invite their customers, and celebrate the support they
have received from the local community. The event is also open to Darien residents. Your continued support of local business is
critical to a vibrant community. Photo: Tim Sullivan.
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Rock this town!
independent retail community
and is headquartered in Geneva,
IL. “We are proud to be Genevabased. We work with businesses
in Geneva, St. Charles, Batavia
and other communities. I am a
huge advocate of shopping local
because not only are you giving
money back to your community
and the money you spend is
STAYING in your community, but
you are keeping the charm of your
community very relevant. I think
so many people enjoy communities
that have independent businesses
or downtown districts, but that
can quickly disappear if you don’t
support those businesses. I don’t
think enough customers take that to
heart as closely as they should.”
Through Retail Minded, Reyhle
supports and educates local
businesses on how to succeed. She
offers this advice to local businesses
on how to stay competitive in an
ever-changing environment: “From
a marketing perspective, it’s a
very competitive marketplace and
you can’t ignore the competition.
Instead, understand your
competition. Try to understand
their position in the marketplace
and try to understand how you can
compete against it; or understand
how to compete with it, because it is
actually healthy to have competition
in your own community.”
Reyhle suggests that spending
local does not have to be an “all
or nothing” campaign that insists
consumers stop shopping in chains
or franchises. “What you want to
have is a balance. For small business
owners it is important to make sure
that they can survive despite the
big box stores just down the street.
The way to do that is to focus on
things that big box stores can’t do.
For example, have more special
events, more intimate gatherings,
and VIP shopping events. Great
customer service is always my
number one suggestion because,
8

although it seems so simple, it is so
lost in today’s world. If you stand
out in customer service, and there
are so many ways you can do that,
you stand out in a customer’s mind.
That means this customer is going
to come back to you and talk about
you to their friends. You might not
know it, but on a Saturday night
at a dinner table, your store could
be discussed. That is the type of
marketing you want when you are
a small business. You want to gain
trust from your customers which
creates a domino effect in reaching
new customers.” In addition, some
think shopping local means “more
expensive” or “less selection” which
is simply not the case. It is important
for local businesses to educate
consumers on how their products
stand out and are better than those
offered at the big box stores.
Reyhle also notes the intangible
benefits of shopping locally. “When
local residents support their own
community they see more vibrancy,
more success, and more happiness
within their own community. When
people choose to neglect their
community, that also has a domino
effect and, unfortunately, you
can see the sadness on the streets
and in the stores. It creates an
environment that isn’t as welcoming
to new residents. It also creates an
environment where merchants are
closing their doors and there are
vacancies in retail storefronts. Those
are things that I don’t think anyone
wants to see in their community. I
think there is room for everyone.
I’m not suggesting we eliminate the
big box stores, but as a consumer, it
is extremely fair to say if you want
your community to exist the way it
is now you need to support it.”
Darien residents need to keep
the dollars local whenever possible.
They can also visit our neighboring
communities in Downers Grove,
Westmont and Burr Ridge to further
savor the local experience!

Neighbors “Pick One” Program
One easy way for Darien residents to immediately start making an
impact is to try the Neighbors Pick One Project. And you don’t have
to go any farther than Neighbors of Darien magazine. Here’s how it
works. Every time you get a Neighbors magazine, make a commitment
to support just ONE of local businesses advertising in the magazine.
There are a lot of categories to choose from: banking, insurance, dining,
shopping, education, remodeling, auto, pet care, eye care, dancing,
healthcare and more.
Look through this issue and Pick One today.
There are also many programs at the library and park district that
you can take advantage of. Every issue has information on upcoming
programs.
The best place to find a list of local businesses for just about anything
you need is the Darien Chamber of Commerce. Visit their website at
darienchamber.com.
Pick One. Here’s a list of businesses in this issue. Pick one today to call
or visit. Be sure to tell them they are your “Pick One” business. Let’s rock
this town together in 2013!
Carriage Greens Country Club 630-985-3400 carriagegreens.com
Burr Ridge Veterinary 630-598-0600 BurrRidgeVet.com
Carmelite Carefree Village 630-960-4060 ccvliving.org
Joan Wayman, Inc. 630-747-5250 joanwayman.com
Keyboard Touch 630-241-9264 keyboardtouch.com
Republic Bank 630-241-4500 republicEbank.com
Rooftech Systems, Inc. 630-969-1910 rooftechsystemsinc.com
Our Lady of Peace School 630-325-9220 olopdarien.org
Aesthetic & Clinical Dermatology 630-455-1756 skindrs.com
Barbara J. Vondra, CPA 630-327-8202 bjvondracpa.com
Blue Diamond Group 630-985-8700 myBDE.com
Edible Arrangements 630-985-8543 EdibleArrangements.com
Tim Werner, Edward Jones 630-968-2041 edwardjones.com
Michael Overmann, Ltd. 630-810-0316 overmannlaw.com
Modell Funeral Home 630-852-3595 modelldarien.com
Rick’s Remodeling, Inc. 630-852-9799 RicksRemodeling25years.com
Uncle Bub’s 630-493-9000 unclebubs.com
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Carbon monoxide problems increase along with snowfall

Local fire departments see an
increase in the number of carbon
monoxide incidents and detector
activations during high snowfall, due
to snow accumulation and buildup.
These types of incidents are a
common problem when there
are high snow drifts that block
furnace vents and air intakes in
some homes—predominantly homes
that have newer, high-efficiency
furnaces. These systems typically
vent through the sill plate of a
home, close to ground level through
white PVC piping. Drifting snow has
the potential to block these vents,
causing the furnace or water heater
to stop operating. Some newer highefficiency furnaces have automatic
shutoffs that shut down a furnace
when the vents are blocked, but
many furnaces don’t. If they fail to
shut down, carbon monoxide may
back up in a home.
After any snowfall, it is important
to inspect the area around the
furnace and hot water heater vents
to ensure that snow and ice are not
blocking the safe operation of these
fuel-burning devices. Vents and
intake pipes should have a 3-foot
clearance from snow, shrubs or
other obstructions. Water heaters
and dryer vents also should be
cleared of snow to prevent possible
carbon monoxide poisoning.
State law requires that all
residential occupancies have carbon
monoxide detectors installed by the
property owner. More information
regarding state statute requirements
can be found at ilga.gov/legislation/
publicacts/94/094-0741.htm.

There is no parking allowed on city streets during a
snow event when snow or ice exceeds one inch.
Snowplows and other emergency vehicles must have
access and ability to pass down streets; parked vehicles
in the roadways inhibit these vehicles and block visibility.
In snow emergencies snowplows are able to more
efficiently clear your street without parked vehicles
obstructing the process.
We thank you for your cooperation and support!
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________

Snow Removal
Brush Pickup
Sidewalk Maintenance
Garbage Services
Water Quality/Service

__________
__________
__________

Neighbors of Darien
Magazine
Website
Direct Connect

What do you consider the three top
priorities Darien should focus on over
the next five years?
1._______________________________

3._______________________________

2._______________________________

1._______________________________

What are the top three things the police
department should focus on over the
next five years in order to continue to
make Darien a safe community?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

If your answer was no to safety, what is
the issue that you believe most threatens
your safety or perceptions of safety?

Do you feel police patrol in Darien is
sufficient?   ■ Yes ■ No

Do you feel safe in the
parks?   ■ Yes ■ No

Do you feel safe in your neighborhood
at night?   ■ Yes ■ No

E-mail:___________________________

Would you like to add your e-mail
address to our Direct Connect Enewsletter?   ■ Yes ■ No

________________________________

________________________________

If you would like to participate in a more
detailed survey please provide your
phone number or e-mail address:

Address:_________________________

Ward:_ __________________________

(optional)

Contact Information

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3._______________________________

2._______________________________

________________________________

__________

Code Enforcement (abandoned
buildings, weeds, etc.)
__________

__________

Parkway Tree Care

__________

Electric Service

From what sources do you obtain
information about the city?

Are the city services a good
value for the taxes and fees you
pay?   ■ Yes ■ No

Are you satisfied with the city’s
efforts to keep you informed about
issues?   ■ Yes ■ No

Are you satisfied with the information
contained on the city’s web
site?   ■ Yes ■ No

Street Cleaning

Stormwater Management __________

Do you feel safe in your neighborhood
during the day?   ■ Yes ■ No

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

Are you satisfied with the city’s budget
process?   ■ Yes ■ No

__________

(Please grade, A, B, C, D or F)

Are you satisfied with the overall
quality of life in the Darien
community?   ■ Yes ■ No

Police Services

2013 Darien Citizen of the Year to be announced

Street Repair

City Services

Please remove page, fold and affix a stamp to the back before placing in the mail.
Anything else to add? Please contact Bryon Vana, City Administrator at 630-353-8114 or e-mail bvana@darienil.gov

City of Darien winter parking regulations are in effect

Overall Satisfaction
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Tune in to see the announcement of our 2013 Citizen
of the year at the City Council meeting on Mon., Jan. 21
at 7:30pm.
On Tues., Feb. 19 everyone is invited to the Citizen of
the Year cake and coffee reception at City Hall. Come
and meet the 2013 Citizen of the Year and celebrate
with us to honor all they have done to make Darien the
nice place it is to live and raise a family.
Then, please join us on Sat., March 16 at Alpine
Banquets for a dinner dance honoring our Citizen of the
Year. Ticket cost will be $30.00 per person. Reservations
for the dinner dance will be available after Feb. 1 at City
Hall.
For questions or reservations please call Mary at
Darien City Hall, 630-353-8102.

Darien Community Survey

2013
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City of Darien

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

City plans parkway
tree trimming
The City of Darien will be conducting their annual
Parkway Tree Trimming Program beginning in
December, 2012 in the following areas:
• Farmingdale Village Subdivision
• Woodmere Subdivision
• Tara Hill Subdivision
• Carriage Green #4 Subdivision
• Carriage Hill Subdivision
• Darien Woods Subdivision
• Waterfall Glen Subdivision
To see a map of the areas to be trimmed please
visit darien.il.us/Departments/MunicipalServices/
TreeTrimmingProgram.html
This year’s program also includes contract pricing
for the Private Property Tree Trimming Program to all
residents. The price for the private property program is
$65.00 per tree in the front yard, and $140.00 per tree
in the back yard. The contract also includes unit pricing
for private property tree removal and stump grinding.
The price for tree removal is $28.00 per diameter
inch for the front yard, and $40.00 per diameter inch
for the back yard. Stump grinding is $50.00 for the
front yard and $75.00 for the rear yard. Residents may
contact Ryan P. Countryman, Homer Tree Care Inc. for
private property work at 815-838-0320 or via e-mail
at Ryan@homertree.com Residents that would like to
participate in the private property program will need to
contact Homer Tree Care by February 15.
For additional information regarding the Tree
Trimming Program please contact us at 630-353-8105.

City of Darien
Community Survey
1702 Plainfield Road
Darien, IL 60561

PLACE
STAMP
HERE
(fold here)

Your elected city officials and city administrator

(tape closed)

Kathleen Moesle Weaver,
Mayor
630-271-1619

Tina Beilke,
Alderman 2
630-789-2597

Halil Avci
Alderman 7
630-963-4260

JoAnne Ragona,
City Clerk
630-353-8110

John Poteraske,
Alderman 3
630-968-0199

Contact the City of Darien:

Michael J. Coren,
City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joerg Seifert,
Alderman 4
630-789-8177

Bryon Vana
City Administrator
630-353-8114

Joseph Marchese,
Alderman 5
630-254-2421

Ted V. Schauer,
Alderman
630-969-3081

Sylvia McIvor
Alderman 6
312-961-9230

General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
Jan. 7 & 21 and Feb. 4 & 19 (Tues.)
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K.I.D.S. Club—Dedicated to district families
School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Martin Casey, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education

Robert Rzeszutko, President
Michael Overmann, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Deborah Gaspari, Member
Eric Goldbranson, Member
Janine Kiwiet, Member
Claudia Manley, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Eighth grade nominees for community
service award sought
The Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service Award recognizes 8th
grade students who have demonstrated a commitment to their community
through volunteer activities in the school as well as local organizations.
Although the student must currently be in 8th grade, service performed
during sixth and seventh grades will be considered. More than one
individual may be nominated. Recipients of the award will be announced at
the Eisenhower Jr. High Commencement Ceremony.
The Board of Education is asking our school and local communities to
think about those upcoming graduates who have given of their time and
talents beyond the classroom walls. We would like to know about students
who have volunteered for the Darien Youth Club, church groups, food
banks, as well as other organizations. Local groups such as the Lions,
Chamber of Commerce, Women’s Club, and Rotary will be contacted for
possible nominations. Formal applications for the award are available at
www.darien61.org. Please think about the young people you know and how
they have touched the lives of others in our community.
Nominations must be received by May 3.

Ways to know before you go
In the event of an emergency or if bad
weather hits, how would you know school is
closed?
We have a number of ways to
communicate:
• The Superintendent’s message will be sent
through our auto-dial system: AlertNow.
All families who have provided us with
information are part of the system for
phone and e-mail notification. Please notify your child’s school if your
contact information changes.
• Call your child’s school and listen to a voice message announcement.
• Visit the website: darien61.org
• Follow us on Twitter. Our user name is DarienSD61.
• Watch/listen to the news.

Kindergarten
registration
information
is available
Please watch the
District #61 website at
darien61.org for updates regarding Kindergarten registration information.

by Mary Andersen

W

hat started out as the
brainchild of a few
dedicated members of the
District #61 family has grown into a
successful program serving over 200
children in our district. Many thanks
to those early pioneers for their
research and hard work in launching
this program, K.I.D.S. Club (Kids in
Darien Schools), for our students:
Jack Nothacker, Warren Johnson,
Tom Swenson, Mary Swenson,
Kathy Spencer and Sandy Bollnow.
Mary Swenson, social worker
at Mark DeLay, is still an active
member of the K.I.D.S. Club Board,
which also includes Dr. Bob Carlo,
Megan Stoltz, Megan Seagraves, and
Mary Andersen. It has come a long
way from its humble beginnings,
but remains true to the same spirit.
The goal has always been “to
provide District #61 students the
opportunity to be supervised in a
safe, structured environment that
is convenient and cost effective to
parents in the program.”
There was an initial parent interest
survey that went out in 1986, but
there wasn’t enough need to pilot
a program at that time. After five
years of hard work and the wait
for greater interest, the first draft
of the proposal was presented to
the School Board on January 22,
1991. There would be two sites,
serving children in kindergarten
through grade six, located at
Fairview and Mark DeLay. Those
students attending Lace would go
to the Fairview site and Marion
Hills students would go to Mark
DeLay. The program would be
offered Monday through Friday
from 7–8:45am before school and
2:45–6pm after school. A small
breakfast would be served in the
mornings and a light snack after
school. There was also an extended
kindergarten program that was

offered, before full day kindergarten
was launched in the district.
The role of the program has
always been to remain selfsustaining and to utilize parent
fees to maintain its budget. That is
still true to this day. Parents pay a
monthly fee, the month preceding
service. They choose an option that
best suits their needs, and have the
flexibility to change it, if necessary.
Staff members are employed based
on the enrollment numbers that
have continued to grow each year
since the program’s beginning.
The sites have also taken on a
different look, especially with the
closure of both Fairview and Marion
Hills and the transition to grade level
centers. The students remain in their
school building, unless parents have
kids attending both Mark DeLay
and Lace. If desired, the parents
have the option to have their
younger student bussed to and from
Lace for K.I.D.S. Club. This allows
the parent one drop off and one
pick up. Both of the sites are housed
in the gyms of Lace and Mark
DeLay. When the gym is needed for
other school or community events,
the club moves to other parts of the
buildings. Program staff does its best
to improvise and the kids are really
good about going with the flow.
There are some other changes
that have happened over the years.
Each staff member is trained in
CPR/First Aid/AED every two
years. With the rise in student
allergies and the supervision of
meals and active play, it was thought
to be very important. In order to
build team spirit, every Friday is
“Staff Shirt Day.” Staff members
proudly wear K.I.D.S. Club t-shirts
to represent their commitment to
this fine program. They are also
able to attend more field trips with
the changes in the school calendar.

With the addition of several School
Improvement Days, K.I.D.S. Club
is in session for those afternoons.
Since there is more time in the
extended afternoons, the club has
been able to go to a pumpkin farm,
Legoland, Pump it Up, and Crazy
Nickels, just to name a few. The club
also has business cards and magnets
with contact phone numbers and
site e-mail addresses. This allows
parents to have club information in
several places to keep us informed
of schedule or pick-up changes.
In working closely with the
principal of Mark DeLay School,
Lisa Kompare, the services of
K.I.D.S. Club have expanded to
further meet the needs of families.
The staff of K.I.D.S. Club was
available on Curriculum Night at
Mark DeLay, the day before school
started. Parents could drop off their
children, aged three years and up,
while they attended the teacher
presentations for the upcoming
school year. The K.I.D.S. Club staff
was also available during November
Parent/Teacher Conferences. The
parents could have a productive
conversation with the teacher,
knowing that their children were
supervised.
The program continues to
grow and change over the years.
The dedicated staff Stephanie
Macauda, Anna Pescatore, Sharon
Franklin, Robbi Romanoff, Joe
Rusk, Lisa Martinelli, Joni Smrt,
Kristen Getsoian, Catalina
Ocampo and Joelle Siki deserve
many thanks. If you ever have
any questions about the program,
contact Program Director Mary
Andersen at 630-960-2361 or
mandersen@darien61.org.
Mary Andersen is Program Director of
K.I.D.S. Club. She has been a member
of the K.I.D.S. Club team since 1995.
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Community Service is alive and well at Lace School
by Marty Casey

W

Lace School
honors Veterans
by Joey Bonanotte

B

rave men and women who
serve and protect the U.S.
come from all walks of
life; they are parents, children
and grandparents. They are
friends, neighbors and coworkers,
and an important part of their
communities. Many Americans
mistakenly believe that Veterans
Day is the day America sets aside to
honor American military personnel
who died in battle or as a result of
wounds sustained from combat.
That’s not quite true. Memorial
Day is the day set aside to honor
America’s war dead. Veterans
Day, on the other hand, honors all
American veterans, both living and
dead. In fact, Veterans Day is largely
intended to thank living veterans for
dedicated and loyal service to their
country. November 11 of each year
is the day that we ensure veterans
know that we deeply appreciate

the sacrifices they have made in the
lives to keep our country free.
The best way to have a “Happy
Veterans Day” is to do something

special for a veteran. With this idea
in mind, Lace School students and
staff provide an annual Veterans
Day assembly honoring one
member from a branch of the U.S.
Armed Forces.
This past November, Lace School
honored Darien resident Brad
Bucholz during a Veterans Day
assembly on Friday, November 9,
2012. Captain Bucholz, a U.S. Air
Force Academy graduate and son
of Lace School teacher Bonnie
Bucholz, served three tours of duty
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Captain
Bucholz is currently stationed at
the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
Captain Bucholz
conveyed to
students the
significance of
the day and
how he is only a
representative of
the sacrifices made
by the men and
women who are
currently serving
or have served in our armed forces.
The school assembly also featured
the presentation of the American

Flag by members of the Darien
V.F.W. Post 2838, a performance
of Taps and multiple performances
by the Lace School Chorus. Lace
School students decorated stars
commemorating names or pictures
of family members who have or
are currently serving in the United
States Armed Services. The stars

were displayed in the school
gym for a week leading up to the
anticipated assembly.

Joey Bonanotte is the
Assistant Principal of Lace School

Yearly notification of building materials
Darien School District #61 is required to notify
all parents, guardians, faculty, and staff of asbestos
containing building materials present within the school
buildings. Over the years we have undertaken removal
of these materials, however, some still remains in various
locations within the buildings.
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These materials are periodically inspected and
maintained intact and are safe to the occupants. If
you desire more information regarding these materials,
please stop by your school office and they will provide
you with the information.

hile students receive a
strong core academic
curriculum at Lace
School in Darien District #61,
the idea of community service is
also a key element of the learning
process. Students are exposed to
many service projects to help them
understand the positive impact
their actions can have in their
neighborhood, in our country and
even across the world.
The Lace School Student Council
sponsors a Thanksgiving dinner
program in which students donate
items to put together Thanksgiving
dinners for local families in need.
Yes, a turkey is also included with
each meal! This past Thanksgiving,
students assembled 32 complete
holiday dinners for Darien District
#61 families in need. The Lace
School Student Council was also
partnered with the Darien Park
District and Darien Lions Club to
provide toys and canned food for
their 2012 holiday drives.
In addition, the Lace School
Student Council sponsored a
“Cancer Smasher” fundraiser to help
raise money for cancer research.
Students had an opportunity to
purchase paper fists for $1.00 each
in 2012. The fists, personalized with
the names of family members or
friends impacted by cancer, were
then displayed on the wall outside
the Lace Gym. All of the money
collected for the “Cancer Smasher”

fundraiser was donated
to the Robert H. Lurie
Comprehensive Cancer
Center of Northwestern
University. Lace School
and Eisenhower Junior
High School competed
against Prairie View School
and Lakeview Junior High
School in Downers Grove
to see which school district
could raise the most
money. The students from all four
schools raised an incredible total of
$22,000 for the Lurie Center. This
project will be repeated in February.
The American Heart Association
“Jump Rope for Heart” program
has been an annual tradition at
Lace School for the past sixteen
years. Students solicit pledges from
family and community residents for
their participation in the program.
During the past sixteen years over
$60,000 has been raised by Lace
School students for American Heart
Association research to eliminate
heart disease and strokes.
Students in the Lace School
“Go Green” Environmental Club
have positively impacted the
community by organizing a weekly
recycling program and conducting
a fundraiser which provides money
to help students who need help
financially participate in the annual
fifth grade outdoor education trip
to East Troy, Wisconsin. They also
beautify our green space by planting
over 500 flower bulbs each
year. Keep your eye out for
the beautiful flowers around
Lace School this spring.
Lace students and staff
have generously given to
tornado and hurricane relief
in Southern Illinois, New
Orleans and Haiti. Students
and staff have also packaged
food for needy children
throughout the world through

the “Feed My Starving Children”
program in Aurora
The spirit of giving extends to our
four-legged friends as well. Students
in the Lace School “Paws” Animal
Lover’s Club have raised funds to
help buy supplies for local shelters
and the Big Run Wolf Ranch in
Lockport. In addition, students
raised money for local dog rescue
organizations. Most recently these
breeds have included greyhounds,
great danes, and bulldogs.
Students’ participation in many

community service opportunities,
combined with a strong academic
program, helps meet the goal
of educating the whole child at
Lace School. Darien residents
interested in obtaining more
information about any of these
programs at Lace School are
invited to contact Principal Marty
Casey at mcasey@darien61.org or
630-968-2589.

Marty Casey is the
principal of Lace School
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
630-852-5000
• www.darien.il.us
1702 Plainfield
Rd. • Darien,
IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Congratulations to the 2012 Darien Chamber
Excellence Award recipients
Business Excellence

Barbara’s Elegant Touch Staffing, Inc.
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
State Bank of Countryside

Non-For-Profit

Darien Historical Society

Member of the Year

Welcome new chamber members

Radio Disney
401 N Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
Mike Monier
312-222-6723
Radio Disney is the #1, 24-hour multi-platformed radio
station devoted to kids and families. We play Billboard
Top 40 hits. On air, on-site, online, and grassroots
marketing elements are offered to our advertising clients.

First American Bank

Business of The Year

Blue Diamond Wealth Management

Ambassador of the Year
Tim Werner —Edward Jones

Congratulations to Home Run Inn,
winner of the Darien Chamber
Pizza Throwdown
Craig Armbruster (left) and Ledion Isufi (far right) of Blue Diamond Wealth
Management with Chamber President Clare Bongiovanni.

Upcoming Events
January 10
State of the County Address
with Dan Cronin
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am–1:30pm
January 30
Chamber 101
Citizens Financial Bank, 8301 S. Cass Ave.
9–10am
February 26
Multi-Chamber Economic Outlook
Luncheon
Keynote: William Strauss, Senior Economist
Federal Reserve Bank
Time & Location TBA

Firefly Photography
by Cheri
Cheri Taluzek
847-980-3218
Firefly Photography
specializes in lifestyle
and portrait photography
for families, children,
newborns, seniors and
pets. We also cover
special events. Our studio is in Plainfield and we will
travel to other locations and homes.

Happy Birthday Darien! Darien’s birthday was celebrated
Dec. 2 at the Holiday Expo.

February 26
Darien Non-For-Profit Mixer
Carmelite Carefree Village, 7– 9pm

Save the date for the Darien Dash!
May 19
18

Sears Outlet in Darien
7415 S. Cass Ave., Darien
Gurdip Prince
630-434-9890
Sears Outlet is a major appliance retailer selling at
20–70% off manufacturers’ suggested retail price.

Massage Envy Spa Darien-Downers Grove
2445 75th St., Unit E, Darien
630 910-4500
Professional, customized massages and facials are now
available in Darien. Our professional massage therapists
and estheticians will customize your massage and facial
to fit your needs. Massage therapy can help to improve
your overall health. It can help increase energy and
refresh your mental attitude. Open seven days.

CardFrenzy!
7511 Lemont
Road, Darien
David Plier
847-873-0034
ext. 100
CardFrenzy® is a discount greeting card, gift wrap, gift
and special occasion retailer. Our stores feature more
than 4,000 greeting cards, with prices starting at 29¢,
as well as stationery, invitations, tableware, jewelry,
handbags, candles, picture frames, toys, gifts and more,
at the lowest prices anywhere. “Give Your Best for Less”!
Zazzos Pizza and Catering
Dominic Barraco, owner
7360 Rt. 83, Darien,
630-655-4788
Zazzo’s Pizzeria and
Cuccina Italiana has been
in Darien for 15 years. On
Oct. 1, 2012, Dominic
Barraco became owner
and operator. Dominic
learned first-hand from
his father Sam, one of the
founders of Barraco’s Pizza,
and Paulina and Vito, his
grandparents. He promises
to bring his current and new patrons an unbelievable
experience.

iima productions, inc.
2849 83rd Street, Suite 115, Darien
Shirell Mollo, COO
630-985-4935
iima productions, inc provides marketing and design
services to small and mid-size businesses. We believe in
building relationships from the ground up; no project
is too small, no request too minor. With experienced
insight, superior customer service and dedicated
attention to your specific needs, we’ll provide the
support you need to move your business forward and
achieve your goals.
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Caught in the act…

Hinsdale South High School had incredible success
in November with their annual Food Drive sponsored
by two school organizations, Key Club and National
Honor Society. The entire Hornet Nation rallied around
the collection that benefits three local food pantries at
Hinsdale Community Services, Our Lady of Peace and
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. Students set out to fill the large
box truck that was stationed in the parking lot at the high
school for a week in November. They even conducted a
Scavenger Hunt where they went door to door in various
neighborhoods asking for donations. The results were
tremendous with over 21,000 pounds of food and a
nice size monetary collection. The teachers that lead the
charge with over 50 hands-on students where Mathew
Swedko and Mallory Bauer from Key Club and National
Honor Society sponsors Laura Carey and Jill Vicino. The
Darien Lions Club, Indian Prairie Public Library, and Park
District also played a key role during the holiday season
with their Food Basket program. Over 200 needy families
received food and gifts thanks to this community wide
efforts. Darien Woman’s Club assisted this year with an
added Soap Collection to compliment the baskets. Darien
residents of all ages really know how to take care of their
fellow man throughout the year!

Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien
Darien Historical Society board member honored
Recently the DuPage County Historical Museum
recognized Darien Historical Society board member
Dean Rodkin. At the Nov. 17, 2012 ceremony
in Wheaton, she was “recognized for her many
contributions to the preservation and promotion of
Darien history, including creation of a Darien history
unit for schools, service and innovations on the Darien
Historical Society Board, and the authorship of a book
on Darien for the popular Images of America series
published by Arcadia Press.”
Historical Society wins award
Congratulations to the Darien Historical Society
for recieving Chamber’s not-for profit Business
Excellence Award.
College of DuPage offers new massage therapy
program
College of DuPage Continuing Education is offering a
new one-year certification program in massage therapy.
Morning and evening classes are available to everyone’s
scheduling needs. Bloomberg recently ranked massage
therapy as number one on its list of Top 10 Careers. For
more information visit cod.edu/massagetherapy.

designation and to keep improving
every day. It is our responsibility to protect and preserve
our natural environment, and to educate the public
about the importance of sustainability.”
For more information and upcoming events visit
Cantigny.org.
A holiday birder takes advantage of the abundant wildlife at
Cantigny Park.

P hoto by Jim Frazier, courtesy Cantigny

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Cantigny Park recognized for environmental
excellence
Cantigny Park has achieved designation as a
“Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary” through
the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program
(ACSP), an Audubon International program.
Cantigny Park is the second property in Illinois
and the 72nd property in the world to be certified in
the sanctuary program. It joins Cantigny Golf, which
was designated as a Certified Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary in 1993 through the Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses.
“Cantigny Park has shown a strong commitment to its
environmental program,” said Joellen Lampman, ACSP
Programs Director. “By taking action to implement
indoor and outdoor conservation projects, including
a sanctuary for wildlife, Cantigny has demonstrated
sound and sustainable natural resource management.”
Joy Kaminsky, Cantigny’s Director of Horticulture,
led the effort to obtain sanctuary designation on the
property and is being recognized for Environmental
Stewardship by Audubon International.
“This is an honor for Cantigny and validates our
ongoing efforts to be responsible stewards of this
beautiful park,” said Kaminsky. “Our goals are simple:
to live up to the high ideals that go with our sanctuary
20
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Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Historical Society
hosts Sunday Dinner

Big Read title
announced

Can you imagine the emotions of the passengers and
staff of the Titanic? Picture
the sudden wall of silvery
white ice jaggedly ripping
into the blackness of night
and through the steel double
hull of the “unsinkable” ship
sailing on the North Atlantic
off Newfoundland bringing about the loss of 1513
lives. Aboard was Violet
Jessop, a surviving steward.
Her true-life experience
will be performed by Leslie
Goddard—remember her
fascinating Marshall Field
& Co. presentation?—Jan.
27. on behalf of the Darien
Historical Society’s “Sunday
Dinner.” Ms. Goddard has
created a most believable
character researched and
developed for your interest
and enjoyment.
Get in touch with friends
and family who will equally
relish the afternoon beginning at 1pm at Alpine Banquets barely west of Cass
Avenue on the north side
of I-55’s Frontage Road. In
addition to the entertainment, the society will raffle
free gift certificates donated
by local businesses. Round
tables seating parties up to
ten are available; tables will
be assigned for each individual. To arrange tickets, contact board members or Alice
Brennan at 630-964-6792.
The Darien Historical Society especially appreciates the
support of sponsors Michael
Coren and Frank Noverini.
They are two of many exceptional residents who help
Old Lace Schoolhouse &
Museum enhance our community.

This year’s Big Read selection, The Shoemaker’s Wife, is
a “riveting historical epic of
love and family, war and loss,
risk and destiny.” Inspired
by her own history, Adriana
Trigiani creates the unforgettable characters of Ciro and
Enza to tell the saga of these
two star crossed lovers whose
journey takes them from the
mountains in Italy to their
new home in America. More
than a love story, this novel
captures the immigrant experience of the early 1900s.
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Leslie Goddard portrays
Violet Jessop, a Titanic
survivor.
Comments aplenty have
fed back to the Darien Historical Society applauding
the efforts of authors/members Dean Rodkin, Deborah
Coulman, Debbie Kieras and
Mary Krekleberg pertaining
to Images of America: Darien. The concisely written
history and stirring vintage
photographs have warmly
informed many readers.
Books will continue to be
available through DHS directors and at Open House, the
first Sunday of the month
from 1–3pm at the museum.
Question raised is: “Will
there be a follow-up?” Current reply is “Can’t say yet.”
The major impediment is
the lack of required pictures
needed to satisfy the publisher’s requirements. Perhaps
you have photos of early city
years dating from the 1970s
up to recent events, developments, and changes. The
society would be grateful
for the opportunity to scan
—not keep—your originals.
Call 630-887-7060 to discuss your materials. With
your assisttance, perhaps
there is “more to come” on
this subject.

In its ninth year, The Big
Read is a cooperative project of the Clarendon Hills,
Downers Grove, Hinsdale,
Indian Prairie, La Grange, La
Grange Park, Lisle, Thomas
Ford, Westmont, and Wood
ridge public libraries that
seek to connect communities through literature. A
complete program guide will
be available at participating
libraries and at thebigread.org
Feb. 1. More information can
be found at ippl.info.

“Under the Big Top”
auction coming up
Join the Our Lady of Peace
School community for din-

ner, dancing, a live auction,
carnival games and more on
Feb. 22 from 6:30–12pm at
Bolingbrook Country Club.
Tickets can be purchased at
Our Lady of Peace Catholic
School, 709 Plainfield Rd.,
Darien. For more information, please call 630-3259220 or visit olopdarien.org.

All aboard for family
fun
Beat the winter blahs on
Jan. 19 from 9am–3pm by
getting on the fast track to the
Winter Train Show at St. John
Lutheran Church located at
7214 South Cass Ave. The
event is “express-ly” planned
to be family-friendly. Admission is $5 and children under
12 are free. There will be
operating layouts, vendors,
food and fun for all. Proceeds
will help fund the youth
group’s trip to a national gathering. If you wish to reserve
a table for a train or vendor
display, contact Randy Take
at randytake2@aol.com or
630-649-8709.
On Feb. 8 at 6:30pm SJC
will be showing of the movie
Soul Surfer. The film is perfect
for the entire family with its
PG rating.
Soul Surfer is an actionpacked drama based on the

autobiography of Bethany
Hamilton, a courageous 13year-old surfer, who lost her
arm in a shark attack. The title
refers to a term coined in the
1960s to indicate someone
who surfs purely for pleasure,
but the word “soul” itself has
a double meaning in reference to Hamilton’s Christian
faith, which helped her overcome physical and emotional
trauma.
St. John Lutheran Church
hopes to inspire families
through this screening of
“Soul Surfer,” a film that promotes the belief that struggles
are a reality of life but faith in
God offers encouragement
to persevere with love and
unity.
If you would like information about other programs of St. John Lutheran
Church & Early Learning
Center, visit their website at
sjlcdarien.org or Facebook page
facebook.com/sjlcdarien, e-mail
them at info@sjlcdarien.org, or
call 630-969-7987.

Woman’s Club plans
for art show & annual
clothing resale
Registration for the Spring
Clothing Resale will begin on
Feb. 12, from 5:30–8:30pm
at Darien Safety Village and
on Feb. 23, from 9am–12pm
at Darien Park District Community Center.
Clothing drop-off will be
March 8, from 5–7pm at the
Prairieview School in Downers Grove.
The Resale is set for March
9, from 9am–1pm, some
items half-price after 11am.
Spring and summer boys
and girls infant-size 20, uniforms, spring/summer outerwear, swimsuits, maternity,

baby equipment (no car seats
or bath equipment), shoes
(no gym shoes)—all items
must be in good condition.
Seller receives 65% of the
sale price and DWC receives
35% which will fund scholarships for area students.
Credit cards are now being
taken! For questions please
call Valerie 630-852-4097,
darienwomansclub@
gmail.com, or visit
darienwomansclub.org.

Eisenhower celebrates
creativity
Mark your calendar for
t he Creat ive Yout h A r t
and Poetry Fair to be held
Feb. 22–24 at Eisenhower
Jr. High.

Lions Club delivers
Christmas joy
The busy months of fall saw
the Darien Lions Club first
doing its usual work in support of DarienFest followed
by the Candy Day fund collection effort in October
and Halloween Party at the
Spor tsplex—which drew
nearly 1000 people for a
fun evening. Candy Day
again appears to have been
quite successful and the Club
thanks all area residents and
businesses for their generous support. On Dec. 22,
partnering with the Darien
Park District the club delivered Food Baskets and gifts
to 200+ needy area families. For the first half of 2013
there are some major activities planned:
F e b. 12— C om mu n i t y
Blood Drive at Lace School
from 4:30–8pm
March 17—Pancake Breakfast

Around the Block
June 6—Golf Outing and
Big Raffle
The Darien Lions Club
wishes all community residents a happy 2013! For more
information visit the club’s
web site at darienlions.org.

Casino night planned
to benefit the high
school
Hinsdale South High School
Booster Club is hosting a
Casino Night on February
2 at Ashton Place in Willowbook starting at 7pm. Join
them for an evening of food,
live bands, casino tables and
amazing auction items. This
annual fundraiser supports
the students and staff at the
high school. For more information on sponsorship or

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

attending please contact Joan
(joan.gundlach@comcast.net)
or Lori (bronandlori@aol.com).

Park, Lisle, Westmont, and
Woodridge, and the villages
of Brookfield, Indian Head
Park and Western Springs.

Rotary Club serves
community
The month of November
was a busy month of service for the Rotary Club of
Darien. On Nov. 8, 2012, six
members and a guest joined
a group totaling 130 Rotarian volunteers to work at the
Homeless Veterans Stand
Down Day in Chicago This
half-day event, conducted
twice a year, works to serve
Chicago-area homeless vets.
850 veterans were served at
this stand down.
Pulling off an event like
this requires advance work
and planning. The club and

Kids4Good plan
initiatives for the new
year

Rotary Club members distributed over 700 dictionaries to all
third grade students in the Darien area.
others conducted a coat
drive prior to the event. This
drive gathered over 3,000
coats, hats and gloves, 1,500
amenity kits and blankets
and 1,000 pairs of socks,
which were given to the veterans attending. Excess items
were then taken by the VA to
distribute to their inpatient
population.
A l so i n t he mont h of
November, eleven Rotarians
and a guest made six visits to
Darien and Lemont schools,
providing just over 700 dictionaries to all third-graders
in the area. This program is
conducted as part of Rotary’s
ongoing efforts to improve literacy and education. This is
the seventh year that the club
has done this program, and
since the program’s inception they have provided over
5,300 dictionaries to area
students.

For information about
Rotary, including how to join,
visit darienrotaryclub.org or
contact Chris Gerrib at 630434-5075.

SEASPAR to host
bowling fundraiser
SEASPAR hosts its “You’ve
Been Framed” bowling fundraiser on Feb. 2, from 12–
3pm at Willowbrook Lanes.
The cost is $20 per person,
which includes bowling, shoe
rental, and pizza. The registration deadline is Monday,
January 28. Call 630-9607600.
SEASPAR provides yearround recreation services
for individuals with disabilities and is an extension of
the park districts of Clarendon Hills, Darien, Downers
Grove, LaGrange, LaGrange
Rotarian
volunteers worked
at the Homeless
Veterans Stand
Down Day in
Chicago. Coats,
hats, gloves,
amenity kits and
blankets were
distributed to 850
homeless veterans.
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In November, both Eisenhower Junior High School
and the Chicago Hawks
Hockey Club conducted a
winter wear collection drive.
Kids4Good is very excited to
welcome the Hawks community.
The second major initiative is the Hope4Haiti project. Cynthia McGann and
Mary Beth Owano traveled
to Haiti this fall to attend
their adopted/sister school’s
10th anniversary. It was an
incredible experience for
both women and they had an
opportunity to visit with the
familiar friends at Institution
Mixte Nao.
The group has set up a special Facebook page—Good
Words Project, facebook.com/
pages/Good-Words-Project/
455139834525110?ref=hl
to try to reach out to those
affected by Hurricane Sandy,
which they narrowly missed
while in Haiti.
The friends in Haiti have
suffered significant damage and are just returning to
school this week. Kids4Good
is hoping to share words
of support and encouragement through the new Facebook. Take a moment to post
your own good words to
share with all who have been
impacted in recent weeks.
These posts can be messages,
pictures, videos—be creative!
Consider having your class
or group participate in the
Good Words Project.

OLP School
Community helps
others
Our Lady of Peace students have been working to
help others throughout the
world.
Runners who participated
in the Ghostly Gallop on Oct.
29 brought a non-perishable
food donation to the race.
When the race was completed, race organizers were
able to donate ten milk crates
of food and three cases of
fresh fruit to the Our Lady of
Peace Parish Food Pantry.
After Halloween, Our
Lady of Peace students and
their families generously
donated 185 pounds of their
Halloween candy to America’s soldiers serving overseas.
Thank you, OLP families, for
supporting our troops!
At the end of October, we
learned about the horrible
aftermath and devastation
brought on by Hurricane
Sandy.
The OLP faculty wanted
to help a school in NYC.
Mrs. Mickey Tovey, OLP
principal, reached out to Our
Lady Queen of Peace School
in Staten Island to offer the
help, support and prayers of
the OLP Community.
The staff decided to adopt
Our Lady Queen of Peace
School as our sister school.
“We are raising money for
Our Lady Queen of Peace
School,” said Mrs. Tovey. “We
will start with an out-of-uniform day, charging at least $1.
We will also write grade level
to grade level notes to send
the students and, eventually,
set up a Skype link.”
To learn more, please visit
Our Lady Queen of Peace’s
website at olqpschool.com.

DARIEN
SUNDAY

J A N U A R Y 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

THURSDAY

2

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

7

8

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

9

SATURDAY

3
Afternoon with
Dr. Seuss (G)
2pm
Library

Happy
New
Year!
6

FRIDAY

10

4
Origami Yoda
Program
2pm
Library

11

A Visit to the
Czech Republic
1pm, Library

Live Wires Rec
Night
6:30-9pm
YMCA

Novel Idea
7pm, Library

13

14

20
Preschool Open
House
1-3pm
YMCA

15
Slovenia and
Croatia from the
Alps to the Sea
7pm
Library

21
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Pysanky Egg
Decorating
1:30pm
Library

22
Polish/English
Story Time
6:45pm
Library

16
Hornet Jazz Band
Festival
7pm
HSHS Auditorium
Board Meeting
— DWFD
6:30pm
Station 1
—Lyman Ave.

23
Bulgaria Today: A
Traveler’s Tale
7pm
Library

27

28

17
Let’s Make Music
10:30am, Library
Crime Readers
6pm dinner;
7pm discussion
Home Run Inn
Pizza

18
Movie Night
featuring
Gorky Park
7pm
Library
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Bulgarian Folk
Dance Ensemble
2pm, Library
Club Saturday
Night
7-10pm, YMCA

Life Transitions
6:30pm, Library

Genealogy
Group – Finding
Grandma’s
Ancestors in
Eastern Europe
1-3pm, Library

19
Winter Train Show
9am-3pm
St. John Lutheran

25

26

R U Game?
6:30pm
Library

Beginners
Genealogy on the
Web
7pm, Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Historical Society
Sunday Dinner
1pm,
Alpine Banquets
Open House
1:30-3pm
Our Lady of Peace
School
Chan Concert:
Chicago Cossacks
2pm, Library

12
Midterm Exam
Cram
9am-5pm
Library

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm, Swim &
Recreation Club

Midterm Exam
Cram
1pm-5pm
Library

5
Practice ACT
10am
Library

29
Preschool,
Kindergarten
& New Student
Orientation
9-11:30am and
1-2:30pm
Our Lady of Peace
School

30

31
Treasures of the
State Hermitage
7pm
Library

Please send your event
information to
MaryS@
emeraldmarketing.com

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Financial News

Special dividends

DARIEN
SUNDAY

F E B R U A R Y 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Mock PSAT
10am
Library

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

3
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

10

4
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

11

FAFSA Workshop
7:30pm, Library
Summer Camp
Registration
YMCA
HSHS Student vs,
Staff Basketball
Game 6:30pm
Gym

Casino Night
7pm
Ashton Place

5

6

Lyric Opera
Lecture:
La Boheme
7pm
Library

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

A Capella Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Little Theatre

The Art of
Chocolate
7pm
Library

12

Story Time Sign up
9am, Library
Community Blood
Drive, 4:30-8pm
Lace School
Clothing Resale
Registration
5:30-8:30pm
Safety Village

2

13

Ash Wednesday
Girls Only
Afterschool Club
4:30-6pm, YMCA
Novel Idea
7pm, Library
Mr. Hinsdale
South, 7pm
HSHS Auditorium

7
Lyric Opera
Lecture:
Die Meistersinger
von Nurnberg
7pm
Library

8

Movie Night:
Soul Surfer,
6:30pm
St. John Lutheran
Freak Friday
Splash and Bash
6:30-8pm, YMCA
Sensational
Science
7pm, Library

14

9
Daddy Daughter
Dance
6-8pm
YMCA

15

16
Club Saturday
Night
7-10pm
YMCA

Happy
Valentine’s
Day

Turnabout Dance
7pm
HSHS Fieldhouse

by Angelo Imbrogno

T

axes play an important role
in your overall investment
portfolio performance. One
objective of a sound financial plan is
to achieve maximum tax efficiency.
As the fiscal cliff debates continue,
the possibility of higher taxes is fast
approaching reality and investors
and companies alike are actively
adopting strategies to minimize the
effects.
Today, the maximum tax rate
on dividend income is 15%,
but Congress is contemplating
an increase in the rate. Many
corporations are being proactive
in avoiding a potential increase by
issuing special dividends before
2013. According to Bloomberg, 59
companies have announced special
dividends to their shareholders
between September and midNovember of 2012. Among them
are DISH Network Corp. (DISH)
and Carnival Corp. (CCL). Costco
Wholesale Corp. (COST) even
borrowed money to fund its special
dividend despite having cash on

hand. Likewise, companies like
Caterpillar (CAT), Oracle (ORCL)
and Wal-Mart (WMT) have
accelerated dividend payments to
Dec. 31 to take advantage of the
current tax rate.
The maximum tax rate on
dividend income was reduced
to 15% during the Bush years;
however, the rate is set to expire
in December 2012. If this is not
addressed, dividends may be
taxed at the same level as ordinary
income. Top earners could see
their dividend income tax rate
increase from 15% to 39.6%, on
top of which another 3.8% tax on
investment income may be assessed
as part of President Obama’s
healthcare law. The effective tax
rate on dividends and investment
income for top earners could soar
to 43.4%.
As an investor, you are almost
certainly wondering how this is
going to apply to you. If Congress
doesn’t address the dividend tax rate
and you are in an upper tax bracket,

you may be
subject to
higher taxes
on your
dividend
income and investment income.
With two more weeks until the end
of the year, Congress still hasn’t
reached a deal on the fiscal cliff. We
hope they reach an agreement on
spending and tax rates for the long
term benefit of the country, but
many companies are assuming the
worst and taking action now instead
of later.

Angelo Imbrogno is President of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management.
Securities offered through LPL Financial,
Member FINRA/SIPC. The opinions voiced in
this material are for general information only
and are not intended to provide specific advice or
recommendations for any individual. To determine
which investment(s) may be appropriate for you,
consult your financial advisor prior to investing.
All performance referenced is historical and is
no guarantee of future results. Stock investing
involves risk including loss of principal.

Hinsdale South High School Turnabout Spirit Week   Feb. 11-15

17

18
Presidents’
Day

19
Lyric Opera
Lecture: Rigoletto
7pm
Library
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

24
Creative Youth
Arts Fair
Woman’s Club
2-3:30pm
Eisenhower Jr.
High
Regretting Mr.
Wright
2pm
Library

25

26

20

21

Board Meeting
- DWFD
6:30pm
Station 1
—Lyman Ave.

Crime Readers
6pm dinner –
7pm discussion
Home Run Inn
Pizza

Make your home
market ready
7pm
Library

Picasso: Painting,
Sculpture, Collage
7pm
Library

27

28

DWFD Heartsaver
CPR/AED
6-9pm
Station 1
—Lyman Ave.

Genealogy Group
—Computer
Technology &
Basic Techniques
1-3pm
Library

22
R U Game?
6:30pm
Library
Our Lady of Peace
School
Dinner & Auction
6:30pm
Bolingbrook
Country Club

23
Clothing Resale
Registration
9am-12pm
Community
Center

Save the Date
March 9
Woman’s Club Spring
Clothing Resale
9am-1pm
Prairieview School
29

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1

30

Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Veolia Environmental
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

