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A message from our mayor
“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.”
~ John F. Kennedy

I

can’t believe how quickly this summer passed through. I hope Darien residents
were able to take advantage of the weather to spend time with friends and
family. Now we look forward to Autumn and school starting with sports, football,
and of course DarienFest on the weekend of September 8.
The City of Darien is fortunate to have an active business community, which
continues to grow. The City government actively contributes to the growth by
assisting commercial property owners in recruitment of other businesses and by
developing incentives to open a business in Darien. Recently, Darien agreed to an
incentive for Chuck’s Southern Café to open in the building formerly occupied by
Cornerstone. The owner was only able to open in Darien with the assistance of
the City and the Municipal Services Department. This new barbeque restaurant
anticipates opening this new location of their concept in late September or October.
Judging by the great food and busy setting of their first restaurant, this will be a
great boon to the City of Darien and to residents looking for a place to enjoy a good
family meal. Additionally, the City worked closely with Wal-Mart, Ross Dress For
Less and Chase Bank to keep our business community thriving and create jobs for
the region.
Our seasonal capital projects are now complete, and we have one additional brush
pickup scheduled for the week of October 22. Our garbage contract also offers
free Fall Leaf pickup between October 1 and November 30 this year, so no stickers
are required on the brown kraft bags you use to dispose of leaves. If you have any
comments or questions on city services, please contact City Administrator Bryon
Vana at 630-353-8114.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor

Publisher’s NOTE: School District #61 will have a four-page section in every issue of Neighbors of
Darien magazine, starting with this issue (pages 18-21). Whether or not you have kids in school, District
#61 wants to keep you informed on what’s happening, what’s new in and around the schools, progress
in education, programs of community wide interest; and, student, teacher and school achievements. Most
of your property tax dollars are invested in education. Now you will be able to read about how your
investment contributes to a better community District #61.
4

Pursuing your

Passion…
by Mary Coyle Sullivan

P hoto : Yuri A rcurs /Shutterstock.com

Over the course of a lifetime the average American will likely
spend more time at work than at any other activity outside of
sleeping. Unfortunately, many find their careers unrewarding
and unfulfilling and merely “go through the motions.”

6

What happens when the course is changed? A dream is
followed?
Meet some Darien residents who gave up the routine and
gave in to their dreams.
7
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Pursuing your Passion…

over to the classroom and he would
be able to share stories with his
students that would relate to their
learning and future careers.
Bill has chosen the path of
making a difference versus making
the dollars. “Although I may have
a total of 46 eighth graders in
this year’s class who are generally
taking the same subject, I also have
46 individual learners with their
own set of challenges, skills, likes,
dislikes, and personalities. I am
still designing. I am working with
individual problems to solve with

She said, “Me!”
Opportunity knocked
and she opened the
door.

Circumstances helped move Jenn Sparano from a ho-hum job to a life benefitting so many others. Here she is pictured (from
left) with her husband Rob, daughter Alexis, father Dennis and son Ben.

O

ver the course of a
lifetime the average
American will likely
spend more time at work than
at any other activity outside of
sleeping. Unfortunately, many find
their careers unrewarding and
unfulfilling and merely “go through
the motions.” The following people
were brave enough to break out of
a rut and change their lives for the
better by pursuing their dreams.
These are the amazing stories
of Darien neighbors who have
reinvented themselves and found
happiness along the way.

BillTanguay

Bill Tanguay, junior high teacher

8

at Our Lady of Peace, was an
Electronic Circuit Designer for more
than 20 years. He raised a family
and lived a comfortable life working
in the field of engineering. He was
always very involved in his children’s
school and enjoyed the academic
environment. He often pondered
thoughts of shifting career gears but
thought that would be impossible
since going back to school would
have to happen first and that would
be a lengthy process. Thanks to
changes in Illinois legislation in
the early part of 2000, programs
opened up for professionals like Bill
allowing him to attend accelerated
teaching certification programs.

Bill quit his job and enrolled at
Benedictine University in Lisle
where his whole universe changed
and he would soon become a
teacher. His wife Nancy was very
supportive of his new career path
agreeing that he belonged in the
classroom working with the young
engineers of tomorrow.
Once he completed the program
it was time to go to work. His
professional engineering experience
was vast, however his teaching
experience non-existent. Our Lady
of Peace hired Bill in 2003 and
saw in him a tremendous resource
for their school community. His
professional experience would cross

each student I teach. There is a
tremendous diversity in who they
are and how they learn.”
Bill credits his smooth career
transition to a supportive family
and the other teachers and
administration that are highly
passionate about education, and
more so about each single individual
student. His mentor and teaching
partner, Carol Wiesinger, has been
doing this feat for 40 years at Our
Lady of Peace! He is grateful for her
wealth of experience and wisdom.

she picked up a temporary job in
retail. Her hard work paid off and
she became the manager of the
same store. While working in the
store, a customer asked her if she
knew anyone who was looking for
an office job dealing with employees
and benefits. She said, “Me!”

Opportunity knocked and she
opened the door.
From her initial position and
training, Jenn moved into human
resource roles at various companies.
She used her own personal positive
and negative work experiences to
become an HR manager. Things

Jenn Sparano

As Dale Carnegie would say,
“When life gives you lemons you
should make lemonade.” One
person who has lived by this mantra
is Jenn Sparano. This volunteer
extraordinaire has turned life’s
bumps in the road into the next
opportunity waiting.
Years ago Jenn lost the job that she
had her degree in, due to an on-thejob accident. After she recovered,
9

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Pursuing your Passion…
Andrew
Salgado
warms up in
the studio.

P hoto : R ebecca Wherrie

Andrew Salgado

Darien has its own homegrown
American idol and his name is
Andrew Salgado. He is a fresh,
young, singer-songwriter knocking
on the door of Nashville’s country
music industry in search of a label
he can call “home.” He’s an amazing
talent, a gifted songwriter, and a
truly charismatic performer.

P hoto : © 2012 Jim Nonneman

changed once she had her first child
and had to give up working due to
medical issues. These medical issues
at times were dire. Jenn decided,
“because she was allowed to stay on
Earth,” she would volunteer when
and where she was needed. She
began volunteering for everything at
her children’s pre-school. Then she
took over their fundraising program
with the help of other parents. She
quickly found that what she enjoyed
doing most was raising money for
worthy causes. She began helping
other community groups like Safety
Village of Darien and District 61.
Jenn reinvented herself from an
accounting clerk, to a volunteer
expert. Her vast experience,
contacts and “go get ’em” attitude
has benefited her school community
and many other local organizations.
Her next move is to turn her
newfound expertise into paying
employment. Let the job hunt begin!

10

During high school, Andrew was
introduced to country music while
working a summer job at a horse
stable. Traveling to county fairs and
rodeos, Andrew enjoyed the music,
the atmosphere, and the warm
friendly people he met at these
events.
Andrew did not start out with
the intent of becoming a music
star. He had hopes and dreams
when he was young of becoming
a professional baseball player.
Andrew spent many years training
and preparing himself for the big
league. Once he realized his future
was not going to be in the MLB, he
shifted gears and pursued his studies
in Pharmacy. He worked for many
years at Osco and was geared up
to become a pharmacist. He always
had a musical side even while he
attended Downers Grove South
High School. Music is in the family
with his father having his own
band. He even let his young son
hang out and participate with the
band. Andrew just never imagined
he could make music a career. It
was through a contact with one
of the kids he coached in baseball
that he met Mr. Opportunity. Frank
Pappalardo, who’s son Joe was on
his baseball team, is a recording
engineer with the PBS show
Soundstage. This show has featured
performances from the likes of

Tom Petty, Seal and Sheryl Crow.
Andrew immediately thought, “Oh
my God, I’ve got to get this guy my
music.” That was the turning point
for musician Andrew Salagado. He
is a talented singer/songwriter who
is taking Nashville by storm!
You can see for yourself this
talented young performer. Andrew
performs all over the country
and will treat the local crowd to
an incredible show right here at
Community Park on Saturday,
September 8 during DarienFest.
Fortunately, DuPage County
residents have resources right at
their fingertips that can help them
transition into a new venture. The
Illinois Small Business Development

“Oh my God, I’ve got
to get this guy my
music!” That was the
turning point.

support in the state. For more
information visit cod.edu/business_
resources/entrepreneurship/sbdc.
As they say, life is short and there
is no time like the present to begin

the process of fulfilling a dream.
Hopefully, these stories will inspire
others to become one step closer in
pursuing a passion.

Center (SBDC) at College of
DuPage is part of a statewide
network of small business resource
providers sponsored in part
through state (Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity) and federal (U.S.
Small Business Administration)
grants.
They offer training, counseling
and consulting services to Illinois
businesses at no or low cost. Their
clients range from start-up through
existing businesses that seek ways
to improve, develop or finance their
organizations.
Drawing on in-house expertise,
government and academic
resources, and the commitment of
many business service providers in
the private sector, the SBDC is the
preferred source for small business
11
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Local authors explore a rich past
in their new book, Darien

Authors (from left) Deborah Coulman, Mary Krekelberg, Dean Rodkin and
Debra Kieras see their hard work in print.

P hotos : M iles B oone, M iles B oone P hotography

by Mary Coyle Sullivan

N

ew to Arcadia Publishing’s
popular “Images of
America” series is Darien
by the Darien Historical Society.
This pictorial boasts more than
200 vintage images, giving readers
a unique opportunity to connect
with the history that shaped their
community.
The authors, Dean Rodkin,
Deborah Coulman, Debra Kieras,
and Mary Krekelberg, have an
ongoing interest in local history.
Dean, Deborah, and Debra are
directors of the Darien Historical
Society. Mary is a member of the
society. They spent close to a year
researching, writing and collecting
facts and photos. However, it was
many years ago that Dean Rodkin
started thinking about writing a
12

book covering the rich history of the
area dating back to after the Black
Hawk War of 1832. There were
two small villages that took root on
the prairie southwest of Chicago.
Settled in the 1830s and 1840s,
Lace and Cass grew into the city of
Darien, which was incorporated in
1969.
The collective effort of the team
was complimented by the various
experiences each author brought
to the table. Dean taught seventh
and eighth grade social studies at
Eisenhower Junior High School
for over thirty years. Deborah
Coulman is a descendant of the
Andermann and Buschmann
families, two of Lace’s (now Darien)
first families. A desire to tell the
story of her family’s vital role in

assembling the book and preparing
it for publishing.
The book depicts stories of
how the rich soil and timberland
attracted hardy pioneers from the
East and immigrants from Germany.
They plowed, planted crops and
raised their families. Wood was
cut for homes and barns and cattle
grazed in open fields. At “The Point”
stood a general store, a blacksmith
shop, a creamery, and Lace Hall.
On his wife’s family property in
1903, Congressman Martin Madden
built a summer home called Castle
Eden, a scaled-down version of the
White House. Shortly after World
War II, suburbia arrived. Picking
flowers along the creek while
walking through open fields of
corn, hay and wild daisies became a
thing of the past as the foundations
of homes and businesses began
to dot the landscape. “Life at the
Point” slowly changed giving way to
Darien, “A Nice Place to Live.”
When asked “what lasting impact
do you hope your book will leave?”
the team responded, “We hope
knowing what they are a part of will
generate civic pride in both long-

time residents and those that have
recently arrived. In awakening the
community to its past, we hope to
foster a desire to support efforts to
preserve its history and pass it on to
future generations. “
The book is available at
area bookstores, independent
retailers, and online retailers or
through Arcadia Publishing at
888-313-2665 or arcadiapublishing.
com/9780738591865/Darien.

Meet the Authors October 21
A great opportunity to spend
the afternoon with the authors
from the Darien Historical
Society is scheduled for Oct. 21
from 2–4pm at the library. The
program, “Inside Darien’s History,” features Historical Society
directors Dean Rodkin, Deborah
Coulman, Debra Kieras, and DHS
member Mary Krekelberg who
will highlight and elaborate on
their “Images of America” book
about Darien’s history. Copies
of the book will be available for
purchase; proceeds benefit the
Darien Historical Society.

establishing the Lace community
prompted Deborah’s investment
in this venture. Debra Kieras grew
up in the Marion Hills area of
Lace, attended its schools, and
was witness to the birth of Darien.
She served as president of Marion
Hills School’s PTO and was the
Registrar at Hinsdale South High
School. Mary Krekelberg received
an M.L.S. from the University of
Iowa and works as a reference
librarian at the Indian Prairie Public
Library. She maintains the library’s
print and digital local history
collections. She connected with
the DHS team when they were
starting to reference documents in
the collections at the library. From
there the four became one amazing
team that spent endless hours
13
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Need a new mailbox?

Stay connected
with Darien’s
Direct Connect!

The City of Darien is now offering its residents an opportunity to replace
their old mailbox! Residents may purchase the mailbox pictured below
through the City of Darien and have it installed by Municipal Services at
no charge. Those wishing to participate in the program should call Ashley
Prueter at 630-353-8105.

Want to receive e-mails from
the city with up to-date news on
special events, municipal programs,
and other important issues? Then
subscribe to the City of Darien's
email subscription service, “Direct
Connect!” To subscribe, please
visit the city of Darien’s website at
darien.il.us and click on “Mailing
List” on the home page. You may
also send an email with “Subscribe—
Direct Connect” in the Subject line
to mwintermute@darien.il.us or call
Mary Wintermute at city hall 630353-8115. It’s a great way to keep
up-to-date with important news!

Your elected
city officials and
city administrator
Kathleen Moesle Weaver,
Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona,
City Clerk
630-963-6248
Michael J. Coren,
City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana
City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer,
Alderman
630-969-3081
Tina Beilke,
Alderman 2
630-789-2597

City offers free leaf pick-up
The City of Darien will again be providing fall leaf pick-up FREE OF
CHARGE to residents. The program will run from Oct. 1–Nov. 30
of this year, and will take place weekly on your normal garbage day.
The leaves should be placed in brown kraft paper yard waste bags or
in plastic garbage cans. If you use garbage cans, please place “YARD
WASTE ONLY” labels on the cans so the driver can identify them as
leaf pick-up. (These labels are available at city hall).
Residents are not permitted to rake leaves into the street.
Raking leaves into the street can cause serious local flooding for you
and your neighbors.
If you have any questions, please contact
Scott Coren at 630-353-8104.

The City of Darien will install new mailboxes purchased through the program
at no charge.

Resident Mailbox Cost Summary
Description-materials

Unit

Unit Cost

Total Cost

Mailbox

Each

$ 12.99

$12.99

Anchor-ground-36-inch

Each

12.70

12.70

Telespar Square Post

Each

31.02

31.02

Rain Cap

Each

4.12

4.12

Mailbox Supports-fasteners

Lump Sum

8.95

8.95

Welding Supplies

Lump Sum

2.50

2.50

Julie Locate

Each

1.30

1.30

*Total Material Cost

$73.58

John Poteraske,
Alderman 3
630-968-0199
Joerg Seifert,
Alderman 4
630-789-8177
Joseph Marchese,
Alderman 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor
Alderman 6
312-961-9230
Halil Avci
Alderman 7
630-963-4260

*Material prices are subject to change
14
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No solicitors, please!
Each year at this time, we see an increase in doorto-door solicitations in our neighborhoods. Residents
who do not want solicitors to ring their doorbells
should post a sign on their front door indicating “No
Solicitors Invited.” Darien requires that solicitations
from for profit organizations need to apply for a permit,
which includes an application for each solicitor they
employ. Once the permit application is completed and
submitted including authorization from the company,
a background check is conducted. Upon approval and
receipt of the appropriate fee, a thirty-day permit will
be issued.
Charitable organizations, however, only need to
provide a letter indicating the dates of solicitation, the
type of solicitation, and if appropriate, the intersections
where volunteers will be posted. The city does not
have the ability to regulate or conduct background
checks on solicitors who conduct missionary and
political solicitation, which was decided by the
Supreme Court a few years ago (Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society of New York vs. Village of Stratton,
Ohio). The constitution protects the right of solicitors
such as missionaries and politicians to knock on doors
without first getting permission from local authorities.
In the doorstep-solicitation case, the court reasoned
that the First Amendment right to free speech includes
the entitlement to take a message directly to someone’s
door and that the right cannot be limited by a
requirement to register by name ahead of time.
Residents who would like to deter solicitors from
their home, may pick up a “No Solicitors Invited” decal
for their front door at City Hall (1702 Plainfield Road)
or the Darien Police Dept. (1710 Plainfield Road).

City of Darien has wood chips
for gardens
Wood chip delivery from the City of Darien is
still available this year. There is a delivery fee of
$35.00 for a half load, which is approximately three
cubic yards of chips, and $55 for a full load, which
is approximately eight cubic yards of chips. Wood
chips may be picked up at the Public Works facility
at no charge. The wood chips are double ground
and are delivered on Fridays. Please call Ashley at
630-353-8105 for more information or to schedule
a delivery.

Crime Tips
Report crimes and suspicious activity

Please Dial 9-1-1

The City of Darien has a Crime Tips line to report
crimes being committed or suspicious activity. Please
still call 911 in an emergency situation. The crime
tips telephone number is 630-353-8150, and you can
leave information anonymously or leave your contact
information for follow up.

In the past there has been the perception that 9-1-1
should be dialed in emergency situations only. Darien
Police Chief Ernest Brown would like to remind
residents that any time they need any police presence
they should dial 9-1-1. The only time the non-emergency
number should be called is for residents needing
information only. Dialing 9-1-1 also enables the police
department to better track data to help improve service
to our residents.

Chief Brown chosen to chair committee
Darien Police Chief Ernest Brown
was recently chosen to chair the
DuPage County Police Chiefs
Association Committee for Heroin
Overdose Reduction. This newly
formed committee will include the
DuPage County Assistant States
Attorney and four Police Chiefs
from DuPage County communities.
They will be discussing the
following:
• Assess and analyze the scope of
the heroin problem throughout
DuPage County
• Develop effective deterrents for
both the supply and demand of
heroin
• Implement community education
16

programs that will engage the
public
• Develop criteria to measure the
positive impact communities will
have on the heroin problem
The heroin problem throughout
the area has been well documented,
in both numerous newspaper
articles and at many individual
community forums. Last year, the
DuPage Metropolitan Enforcement
Group reported 59 heroin
seizures and undercover purchases
throughout the county, up from 16
in 2008. The Committee hopes to
develop effective proactive action
plan to deal with the rising problem
in DuPage County.

Electric and gas
supplier solicitations
can be confusing
There are many companies
currently soliciting residents for
electric and gas supply. These
companies are not affiliated with
the City of Darien. The only
company the city has contracted
with is Direct Energy. The City of
Darien recommends that you never
give out any personal information
to a solicitor that calls or comes to
your door.
17
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High

Entry improvements, new roof, parking lot
resurfacing, survey results—all part of a
busy summer for District #61
by Dr. Robert M. Carlo

A

s Superintendent of Schools
for Darien Public Schools—
District #61 I am proud to
share information with the community about your schools.
This summer was very busy with
various building projects throughout
the district. These projects all needed to be done as part of our capital
projects and building upkeep. The
warm weather this summer has created some challenges, but allowed
for the work to stay on schedule.
At Eisenhower Junior High School
improvements have been made to
the entries on the east side of the
building. The stairs to the Commons area and sidewalk leading up
to the south stairwell have been replaced. Additionally, a new wooden
gym floor and bleachers have been
installed in the school’s main gym.
At Lace School the roof has been
replaced on the whole building.
Additionally, the fascia has been
covered with siding to improve the

school’s appearance and decrease
maintenance and upkeep costs.
At Mark DeLay School the south
parking lot and Kelly Drive have
been resurfaced and striped. These
upgrades will improve the safety for
drivers in the parking lot area.
This past school year we again
surveyed the community. The
survey results can be viewed on the
district website (darien61.org). The
survey results were shared with the
administrative staff for review over
the summer months and presented
to the Board of Education at their
June 26 meeting.

Mr. Martin Casey, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education

Robert Rzeszutko, President
Michael Overmann, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Deborah Gaspari, Member
Eric Goldbranson, Member
Janine Kiwiet, Member
Claudia Manley, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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continue to look at ways to improve
the nutritional opportunities for
our students and staff. While I have
mentioned a few of the overall
objectives for the upcoming year,
we have reviewed all the comments received. While the nature
of the survey does not allow us to
respond directly to each person or

Above, the new gym floor
at Eisenhower Junior High
School is under construction.
At left, the new floor is
complete.

The new roof over the fourth grade section at
Lace School takes shape.
I am happy to report some of the
results from the survey. We received
263 responses to our survey, with
an equal distribution of responses
from each of our three schools. The
survey is broken into two sections—a
multiple choice and open-ended
section. Results of the multiplechoice section indicate that the
communication method that works
best for parents is via e-mail (87%)
and AlertNow (74%). Regarding
school accessibility, 95%+ of the
respondents indicated that the principals and teachers are accessible to
the parents and community. Parents
feel their child is safe at school
(96%) and that they are welcome
at the school (95%). Overall, 94%
of those responding indicate that
the community is proud of their
schools. These are quite impressive
results and we will continue to strive
to meet and exceed the community
expectations.
Various comments were also
reviewed by the administration and
Board of Education. After a complete review of the data we were
able to identify common trend comments to look at during the next
school year. We all need to recognize that we are a diverse, changing
community. The differences we all

have are what makes District #61
an exceptional place to live, learn,
and work. The staff will be studying how we can use the diversity
within our district to strengthen
our programs and interactions with
each other. This will be an ongoing
process for our staff, students, and
community. In addition, health and
safety issues were addressed within
the survey. The schools are suggesting non-edible birthday treats as a
way to avoid multiple food allergies or unhealthy snacks. Principals
will continue to celebrate student
birthdays and encourage individuals
who wish to “share” on their day
to share non-edible treats. We will

The new south parking lot at Mark
DeLay school awaits striping.
response, I encourage you to contact
your child’s school should you have
comments, concerns, or questions.
In addition, you are welcome to
contact me at bcarlo@darien61.org or
630-968-7505.
Dr. Robert M. Carlo is Superintendent
of Darien Public Schools District 61

Kelly Circle at Mark DeLay School
was resurfaced over the summer.
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Zachary Holtzman will be teaching Physical Education at Eisenhower Junior High. Zachary is a graduate of
Elmhurst College and Hinsdale South High School. He
has experience as a Physical Education teacher, coach,
and teacher aide.
Heather Snyder will be teaching Physical Education at Eisenhower Junior High. Heather is a graduate of
Illinois State University and Fenton High School. She has
experience as a Physical Education teacher, substitute
teacher, and coach.
Diane Nelson will be the Librarian for District #61
and working at Mark DeLay School. Diane is a graduate
of the University of Florida where she received a B.A.
in Education and a Master of Education degree. Diane
received a Master of Library/Info Science degree from
Kent State University. She has experience as a classroom
Special Education teacher.
Angelika Anderson will be teaching third grade
at Lace School. Angela is a graduate of Benedictine
and Malabar High School in Ohio. She has experience
as a classroom teacher and is returning to Lace School
where she has previously taught fifth grade.
John Damore will be the Band Director at Eisenhower Junior High School. John is a graduate of Illinois
State University and Romeoville High School. He has
experience as a band director and substitute teacher.
John has been the interim Band Director at EJH covering a long-term leave. John previously instructed the
Madison Scouts Drum & Bugle Corps in Madison, WI,
and the Pioneer Drum & Bugle Corps in Milwaukee,
WI.
Kerry Stone will be teaching Early Childhood at
Mark DeLay School. Kerry is a graduate of Florida
State and North Eastern Illinois Universities and Samuel
Wolfson High School in Florida. She has experience as a
Special Education Early Childhood teacher and teacher
assistant.

Welcome to new staff members

Special Education
Services are available

Erin Kasanders will be teaching third grade at Lace
School. She is a graduate of Monmouth College and
Proviso West High School. She has experience as a substitute teacher and filled a leave position in third grade
at Lace School last year.
Erin Hatch will be the Guidance Counselor at Eisenhower Junior High School. She is a graduate of Ball State
and Benedictine Universities and attended Naperville
North High School. She has experience as a guidance
counselor, behavior specialist, and speaks Spanish.
Tristan Theissing will be teaching English Language
Learners at Mark DeLay School. She is a graduate of
North Central College and attended Warren Township
High School. She has experience as a teacher assistant
and bilingual teacher.
Carol Schultz will be the Director of Special Services in District #61. Carol is a graduate of Chicago State,
Governors State, and Loyola Universities and attended
Mt. Assisi Academy High School. She has experience as
a special education teacher, administrator, and university
professor.
Kristin Filip will be teaching Reading and Language
Arts at Eisenhower Junior High School. Kristin is a
graduate of Illinois State University and Downers Grove
North High School. She has experience as a junior high
school teacher in Carpentersville.
Kristen Lemar will be teaching Bilingual Kindergarten at Mark DeLay School. Kristen is a graduate of
Carthage College and Streamwood High School. She
has experience as a bilingual teacher in Harvard.
Anne Breck-Meyer will be teaching English
Language Learners at Eisenhower Junior High School.
Anne is a graduate of the University of Illinois and has
a Masters Degree from National Louis University. She
graduated from Hinsdale South High School. She previously taught in Plainfield.

Darien Public Schools, District
#61, in conjunction with the
LaGrange Area Department
of Special Education (LADSE),
provides services for children
with special needs. Anyone
having concerns about a child
with potential special needs may
contact the local public school. The
district will provide, upon request,
information regarding parent and
child rights in special education. A
list of free or low-cost legal services,
in addition to the District’s policies,
procedures, rules and regulations
regarding the identification and
evaluation of children with special
needs is also available. This
information will be provided in
the native language of the person
making the request.

Keeping school buildings safe is
an ongoing effort

Darien School District #61 is required to notify all
parents, guardians, faculty, and staff of asbestos containing building materials present within the school buildings. Over the years we have undertaken removal of
these materials, however, some still remains in various
locations within the buildings.
These materials are periodically inspected and
maintained intact and are safe to the occupants. If you
desire more information regarding these materials,
please stop by your school office and they will provide
you with the information.
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2012 - 2013 School Calendar
Aug. 20
Aug. 21
Aug. 22
Aug. 23
Sept. 3
Sept. 21
Oct. 8
Oct. 31
Nov. 2
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 21–23
Dec. 21
Jan. 7
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 25
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 18
Mar. 8
Mar. 11
Mar. 22
Apr. 1
Apr. 12
May 3

Managing pests

According to provisions of
Public Act 91-0525 and Public Act
91-0099, the school will notify
parents, guardians, and school
employees two business days prior
to pesticide applications on or in
school property. Antimicrobial
agents, insecticide baits, and
rodenticide baits are excluded
from this notification requirement.
Currently the district only uses traps

Volunteer Workshops for Teaching Staff/
New Teachers’ Workshop
Teachers’ Institute
Teachers’ Institute
First Day of Attendance (Full Day of Attendance)
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs of attendance)
Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Parent-Teacher Conferences—12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm/
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm—NO SCHOOL

May 27
May 30
May 31
June 3–6

Thanksgiving Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8–11am
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours. of attendance)
Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hourrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hourrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued (Full Day of Attendance)
*Last Day of Attendance
*These days will be declared Local Holidays if no days
are required for closing school during the year due to an
emergency. If these days are not required then the last day
of pupil attendance will be as shown above.

provided by Anderson Pest Control.
Megan Stoltz, Business Manager, is

responsible for the oversight of pest
management.
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Come back “In the Stacks” on November 3
On Saturday, November 3, from
6:30–10pm, the Indian Prairie
Public Library Foundation will
be hosting “Singin’ in the Stacks”
featuring music and dancing, food
and drinks, and a karaoke segment.
The well-known band Bandaroke
will be the stars of the show with
their energetic mix of rock, jazz,
blues, country, pop, and oldies.
There will be snacks and a cash bar.
Must be 21.
Tickets for the event are $15
before October 20, $20 after that
date, and $20 at the
door. They may be
purchased at the
Checkout Desk of
the library. Every
ticket purchase will
include an entry into
a drawing for a free
engraved brick in
the library’s Reading
Garden.
“Our community is so supportive
of the library,” said Crystal
Megaridis, President of the IPPL
Foundation. “I know we’ll have
a great turnout and a great time.

At last year’s event,
many people said they
hoped we’d do this
again. Well—we are!
Library supporters can
gather with friends
and neighbors, listen
to music, and have
a night out—at a
reasonable price, and
while benefiting the
library. This year, the
music will be great
all on its own and we’re adding
karaoke.”
Popular
at many
Chicago-area
live venues,
Bandaroke
has the lyrics
to more
than 230
songs, ready
for aspiring
entertainers to take the stage and
belt out a hit. Songs range from
“At Last” by Etta James to “Bad
Romance” by Lady Gaga. For singers
who want to preview the selections,

the list of songs will be posted on
the IPPL website. Each singer will
get a prize from the band and be
entered into a drawing for a grand
prize.
The IPPL Foundation, formed in
1994, has supported the library in
a variety of ways that enhance the
library’s services and role in the
community. “Today, technology is
key to how children and students
learn,” said Library Director Jamie
Bukovac. “The Foundation can help
us bridge the gap that many families
experience by upgrading computers
and software that will assist with
early literacy and support students
in their school assignments.”

If you love your library—
If you love your library and love
the services it provides, consider a
donation to the Indian Prairie Public
Library Foundation. Donations
can be made in many ways—as an
unrestricted gift, to commemorate
or honor a person or event, or for a
specific purchase, program, or area
of the library.
Donations are recognized on
the donor recognition tree in our
lobby or on the Brick Path in the
Reading Garden, depending on
the amount. The Foundation is
a 501(C)3 corporation, so your
support qualifies as a charitable gift.
Your donation could be made by
cash, property, stocks, last will and
testaments, or living trusts.
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Every day the Indian Prairie Public
Library helps people learn, explore
new ideas, find enjoyment, improve
their lives, and experience a sense of
community.
The IPPL Foundation is currently
raising money to help the library
bridge the technology gap that many
families experience. The plan is to
upgrade computers and software
to help children with early literacy
and support students in their school
assignments.

The Chan Memorial Fund, in
honor of gifted violinist Chee-Jun
Chan, is administered through the
Foundation. This fund has greatly
enhanced the collection of classical
music CDs and sponsors the Chan
Concert Series of live musical
performances.
Also administered through the
Foundation, The Dimpy Pathria
Memorial Fund has provided the
new garden at the library’s entrance,
and purchased new materials for the
library.
You can play a role in the
Foundation’s worthy endeavors by
making a contribution. Questions?
Call 630/887-8760 ext. 245 or
email directors@ippl.info.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
630-852-5000
• www.darien.il.us
1702 Plainfield
Rd. • Darien,
IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Upcoming Events

Save the date and
plan to participate!
September 7–9
DarienFest at Darien Community Park
September 11
Multi-Chamber BAH 9/11
Remember By Doing
5–7pm
Downers Grove Moose Club
September 10–14
Darien Chamber Celebrates Illinois
Chamber of Commerce Week
Membership Drive:
Join the Darien Chamber and receive
FREE Darien Days Sponsorship
Citizens Financial Bank,
8301 South Cass Avenue, Darien
September 13, 10am to 12pm
September 14, 1–3pm
September 15
Coffee with the Mayor
The Cottage…Once Upon a Time in the
Real World, 9–10am
September 18
State of the City Address
Ashton Place, 11:30am
October 10
Multi-Chamber Panel Luncheon
Ashton Place, 11:30am
October 25
DWB Connecting Women…Creating
Opportunities
Carriage Greens Country Club, 5:30pm
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Welcome new chamber members
Shirin’s Barefoot Books
Shirin—Your Local Barefoot Books Ambassador
630-201-0117

Children’s books,
puzzles, puppets,
board games and
more from the ‘Bookstore on Wheels’ Shirin is available
for ‘story-times’ at schools and daycare centers. Shirin’s
Barefoot Books will arrange school book fairs, home
parties and fundraisers. Order online from the website,
shirinsbooks.com.
Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Parish &
School
Parish: 701 Plainfield Rd.,
Darien
School & Religious
Education Office:
709 Plainfield Rd., Darien
Fr. Walter Dziordz, Pastor
Mrs. Mickey Tovey, Principal
Mr. Tim Mangan, Coordinator of Religious Education
Mrs. Kathleen Geatches, Marketing Director (School)
Parish: 630-323-4333
School: 630-325-9220
Religious Education: 630-986-8430
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Parish & School is a faith
community characterized by a strong sense of family, a
celebration of faith and comprehensive preparation for
the future. OLP School educates children in PreschoolGrade 8; curriculum exceeds state standards. For more
information, please visit olopdarien.org.

The Darien Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring the
week-long Darien Days holiday celebration November 25–
December 2. All Darien businesses are invited to participate
by hosting an exhibition of student artwork from Darien’s
schools. In return, students will provide the gift of music at
each participating business.
The celebration concludes with the second annual Holiday
Expo at Lace School and the annual Darien Historical Society
Tree Lighting Ceremony on December 2.
Contact the Chamber office, 630-968-0004 or visit
darienchamber.com, for complete details

New York Life
3010 Highland Parkway, Suite 700
Downers Grove IL 60515
Kevin Rugaard
630-531-8614

Transworld Business Advisors
2849 83rd Street. Suite 113
Darien
Ata Khan
630-352-3705

As you seek to ensure
a sound financial future for you and those you love,
you’re confronted by a wide range of options. And
those options will change as your needs, aspirations and
personal situation evolve. As an Agent I can be a trusted
guide along this journey by providing personalized
recommendations based on your individual goals.

Transworld Business Advisors is the leader in the
marketing and sales of businesses and franchises. They
also help clients purchase franchises and convert existing
businesses into franchises. For a free and confidential
consultation about selling your business or investing
in a franchise, please contact them at 630-352-3705 or
akhan@tworld.com.

Smile Studio 87
2019 87th Street, Suite 300
Woodridge, IL 60517
Dr. Sumayyah Khan
630-427-2019
Smile Studio 87 is a full
service family dental
practice focused on the dental health of our patients.
In addition, they specialize in advanced cosmetic
procedures including teeth whitening, snap-on-smile,
dental implants, invisalign (invisible braces) and
lumineers. For a free consultation, contact them at
630-427-2019 or visit smilestudio87.com.

The Goddard
School
8350 Lemont Road
Darien
Michael Petrucelli
630-985-7117
More than just daycare, The Goddard School offers
a child care program that nurtures a lifelong love of
learning by providing dedicated teachers in a private
preschool setting.
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Windsor Ice Cream Shoppe

Uncle Bub’s

Papa Passero’s

Mi Hacienda

McDonald’s

Frank’s Greek Delights

Darien Lions Club

Darien Hornets

Bojo’s

Beer Tent

Ashley Foods

Vanilla Video

Uni-Carrier, Inc.

The Perfect Swing

Republic Bank

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Michael Overmann, LTD

Indian Prairie Library

Hinsdale South High School

First American Bank

EXiT Real Estate Partners

Euclid Beverages

ETS Equipment

Edward Jones

DuPage Star Technology

Darien Park District

Clarendon Chiropractic

City of Darien

Cattaneo Electric

Carmelite Carefree Village

Caldwell Coren & Sceggel

Blue Diamond Wealth Management

2012 DarienFest
Partners

T

fold here

he 25th Annual DarienFest is September 7–9
at Darien Community Park, Plainfield and
Clarendon Hills Roads. Opening ceremonies
commence at 5:45pm on Friday.
New to DarienFest this year is Darien Idol! The
finalist will hit the stage Saturday afternoon. Best
of luck to all of our awesome contestants; Maura
Carr, Angelica Jungman, Gisselle Cervantes, Emily
Dahowski, Claire Wagner, Elizabeth O'Neill, Gianna
Marie Scumaci and Jim Ladd. Judges include Main
Stage Sponsor Lori Graves from the KeyBoard Touch,
Darien resident and local artist Andrew Salgado
and music producer Frank Pappalardo. The winner
will perform on the Main Stage on Sunday. We are
proud to present the winners of Battle of The Bands!
Congratulations to Jet Black Comedy, Below Zero and
Rock Academy.
Radio Disney comes
to DarienFest Sunday
from noon to 1pm.
“Meet and Greet”
Darien Chamber
Members during
the Business Expo.
Join the Chamber
of Commerce at
DarienFest or at our
Membership Drive on
September 13 and 14
at Citizens Financial
Bank and receive
FREE sponsorship
for Darien Days,
November 26–December 2.

Food Vendors

Visit neighborsofdarien.com
for editorial & advertising
information.

This guide brought to you by...

New this year—
Darien Idol
Battle of the Bands
Radio Disney

Darien VFW Post 2838:
Opening & Closing ceremonies
Annual 50/50 Raffle

Business Expo:
Meet & Greet Darien Chamber Members

25th Annual Festival of good food,
great music & thrilling carnival rides
•••
Darien Community Park
Plainfield Rd. & Clarendon Hills Rd.
FREE Admission
•••
Fest hours:
Friday, 6–10:30pm
Saturday, 12–10:30pm
Sunday, 12–9pm

September 7–9

Food & Fun Guide

Welcome to DarienFest
2012

fold here

Entertainment Schedule

An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien
and participant in a Manufacturing
Technology Career Awareness Expo for high school
students in DuPage County at COD, Fri., Nov. 9. The
purpose of this event is to stimulate interest and awareness of the all the occupations and benefits in this field.
Students can talk to people in the field and learn how
to pursue a career in this sector. Students can register at
their high schools.

Main Stage

Sponsored by KeyBoard Touch

Friday, September 7

5:45–6pm Hinsdale South Marching Band
6:15–8pm Amy Kelly and Bill Ande Band
8:45–10:30pm 7th Heaven

Saturday, Sepetmber 8

1–1:30pm Hinsdale South Marching Band
2–3:15pm Darien Idol
4–5:30pm Jet Black Comedy
6:30–8pm Andrew Salgado
8:45–10:30pm Hi Infidelity

Sunday, September 9

Kidbucks Game Shows

Friday: 7:45 pm, 9:15 pm
Saturday: 1pm, 3:30, 6pm
Sunday: 3:30pm, 6:30pm

Windy City Amusements

Unlimited Ride Specials on
Saturday and Sunday, 12–5pm
for $20 per person per day

12–1pm Radio Disney
1:30–2pm Below Zero
2:30–3pm Rock Academy
3:15–3:45pm Darien Idol Winner
4:15–6:15pm The Moods
7–9pm Lynne Jordan & The Shivers

Nuggets

fold here

FREE Shuttle Service

Drop off at Indian Prairie Library
Shuttle stops:
Jewel-Osco, 75th & Cass
Westwood Park, 75th & Fairview
Chestnut Court, 75th & Lemont Rd.
Walmart, 75th & Lyman

Thank you Sponsors!

AAA Downers Grove Business Expo
Alpine Banquets
Barbara J. Vondra
Barbara’s Elegant Touch
Bath Fitters Business Expo
Birthday Express
BMO-Harris Bank Business Expo
Brunswick Zone Business Expo
Carriage Greens Country Club
Celestine Salon & Spa Business Expo
Chiro One Business Expo
Costco Wholesale Business Expo
Darien Historical Society
Darien Memorial VFW Post 2838
Business Expo
Downers Grove Township Democratic
Organization Business Expo
Downers Grove Township Republican
Organization Business Expo
Goddard School Business Expo
Hinsdale South High School
Illinois Energy Windows Business Expo
Indian Prairie Library
Jewel Osco Business Expo
Keyboard Touch Business Expo
Laneville Family Chiropractic Business Expo

Life transitions help available
A group of local professionals have partnered with
the Darien Indian Prairie Library to provide thoughtful
solutions to make a persons life transitions a smooth and
pleasant experience. Learn about the options you have
relating to your living space, organizational tips, estate
planning, and managing your finances. The event takes
place at the Indian Prairie Library 9:30am–11am on
Sept. 17. RSVP to 630-968-2041 to save a seat!
New marketing and design agency opens
A new marketing, design and communications agency,
Iima Productions, Inc., has opened its office in Darien.
The agency is owned by Shirell Mollo, a marketing
and project management specialist with over 20 years
experience. The company caters to independent and
small business owners providing marketing services in
the areas of print, design, multimedia and social media marketing.
“I love interacting with small
business owners. It’s exciting to help
them not only create their branding
but incorporate it throughout all
of their marketing pieces,” said
Mrs. Mollo. The office is located
at 2849 83rd Street, Suite 115,
630-985-4935, iimaproductions.com.

A sweet new way to celebrate!
Come in to the Edible
Arrangements’ Darien
location and see the new
cupcake collection! Perfect for any occasion or just
because! What a great way to
celebrate those special times with a
sweet treat. Help them celebrate five
years at this location, 7511 Lemont
Rd. in Darien (S.E. corner of 75th and Lemont Rd.,
Chestnut Court Shopping Center, where Darien meets
Downers Grove and Woodridge). 630-985-8543

fold here

Thank you Sponsors!

Lord of Life Lutheran Church Business Expo
My New Neighbor
Neighbors of Darien Magazine
Patio Restaurant
Renewal By Anderson Business Expo
Smile Studio 87
TW Group
U. S. Cellular Business Expo
Windy City Amusements

and a special thank you to

for the use of the golf carts

Darien Lions Club Members
for serving the beer
Darien Woman’s Club
for running the ID Tent and selling the
beer tickets
WHBCD Kiwanis Breakfast Club
for attending the North Parking Lot

New help for injured pets
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic (BRVC) now offers laser
therapy for pets. Because laser-treated wounds heal 33%50% faster, the BRVC veterinarians
now routinely treat patient injuries
and surgical incisions with laser
therapy. Chronic conditions such as
arthritis, hip dysplasia, back disease
and injury, or degenerative joint diseases also respond
well to laser treatment. For more information please call
630-598-0600 or visit burrridgevet.com.
Manufacturing technology
as a career choice
Arrow Gear is a co-sponsor
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Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Historical Society unveils
Darien book

Mercy Home fundraiser honors Darien
resident

The Darien Historical Society
is delighted to present Images
of America: Darien to the public
starting Sept. 1. Books are available
at the Old Lace Schoolhouse &
Museum Sept. 1 and Sept. 2 from
1–3pm, at the city‘s DarienFest
weekend and on the shelves at
Barnes & Noble Book Sellers.

A fundraiser benefitting Mercy Home for Boys and
Girls is scheduled for Sept. 17 from 6:30–8:30pm at
Another Round Bar & Grill, 5141 Main St. in Downers
Grove. The event is in honor of Meri Williams and Matt
Sanborn. Meri’s parents, Jim and Pam Williams reside
in Darien. The $12 donation for adults, $6 for children
ten and under covers all the pizza and pop you can
eat. 100% of the proceeds will go to Mercy Home.
Mercy Home for Boys and Girls has been a
solution for children in crisis since 1887. Its fulltime residential, aftercare and community-based
mentoring programs provide life-saving services to
more than 600 troubled young men and women.
For ticket information, e-mail pam77will@gmail.com.

Society elects new officers
Annual elections at the Darien
Historical Society took place in
June. Officers and board members
serve three year terms. Other summer events included
the Ice Cream Social, held in conjunction with the
Darien Park District’s ”Concert in the Park” series. A
fully packed 75th Street was the scene of the Darien
Lions’ Independence Day Parade on the 4th of July
during which time the society served free lemonade to
thirsty celebrants. Each of these events is social touched
with a message: People having fun while carrying
a soft spot in their hearts for our country. Isn’t that
another viewpoint of describing the historical society?
People valuing their hometown and appreciating
who and what were its pillars and foundations.
Membership in the society is always open and
board directors are always willing to answer
your call. Call co-chairs Cathy Marchese,
630-985-7779 or Alice Brennan, 630-964-6792.
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Halloween family night at YMCA
For a family friendly Halloween, visit the YMCA
from 6–8pm on October 26 for the annual Halloween
“Spook”-tacular. Come enjoy various games, activities
and special treats. Some of the activities include
ghost bingo, haunted house, Halloween games,
Halloween stories, and an inflatable slide, caramel
apples and much more. The Y will also once again
have their very popular Haunted pool, for everyone
ages 6 and up. This is a great chance to get the whole
family together for a spooktacular time. For more
information, contact Lori Riley 630-929-2407.

Darien Lions finalize community donations
Recently the Darien Lions Club membership
approved donations ranging from $250 to $3000
to 16 different organizations based in or nearby our
community. Recipients of these donations included:
• Bids for Kids/Giant Steps Program
• Chicago Comets- Beep Baseball
• Cub Scout Pack 36
• Seaspar Golden Eagles
• Darien Historical Society
• Someone Special
• DuPage PADS
• Our Lady of Peace Food Pantry
• Indian Prairie Public Library
• Child’s Voice
• Lighthouse for the Blind
• Bolingbrook Beep Baseball
• Our Lady-Mt. Carmel Food Pantry
• Darien Chamber of Commerce
• Peoples Resource Center
• Honor Flight Chicago
During the past year the Club also made additional
financial donations to: eight local families in financial
need; four other Lions-related programs for the vision/
hearing impaired; scholarships for college-bound
students at Hinsdale South and Downers South High
Schools; a learning initiative at District 61 schools; and
funds for tornado victims in downstate Harrisburg.
All together these donations totaled $26,550, and
supplemented the club-sponsored annual community
activities such as the 4th of July Parade, Halloween
Party, Holiday Needy Food Basket Distribution and
Blood Drive. The Darien Lions Club sincerely thanks
the community for its on-going support, enabling us to
“give back” to so many worthy causes such as these.

Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
of the Darien Rotary Club. For more information
about donating to or attending the auction, visit
the club’s web site at darienrotaryclub.org.

It’s time to rally!
Rally Day is a day when the Church “rallies” together
to launch all of the educational ministries for the
upcoming school year. St. John Lutheran Church &
Early Learning Center will celebrate Rally Day on Sep.
9 at 10:15am They welcome families to join them for
some Bible-based fun. There will be puppets, games,
crafts, music, and snacks. This year’s theme will be “The
Amazing Race.” For more information, visit sjcdarien.org,
e-mail stjohn.office@comcast.net or call 630-969-7987.

Darien Woman’s Club gives back to
community

An evening with the Stars!
Christ the Servant Catholic Church in Woodridge
presents a live indoor concert on Sep. 28. This
exciting show will feature tribute artist performances
of Neil Diamond, Tom Jones, Elton John and Rod
Stewart. Doors open at 6pm with food, beverages and
raffles for sale. Show time is 7:30pm. For tickets and
additional information go to ctswoodridge.org or e-mail
concert2012@ctswoodridge.org or call 630-796-5654.

Ghostly Gallop 5K & Kids’ Monster Mile
On Oct. 28 the 5K gallop will start at 8:30am
followed by the Monster Mile at 9:30am at Darien
Community Park. This is a healthy way to celebrate
Halloween and a chance to make a difference in
your community. All participants are encouraged to
bring an item to donate to the Our Lady of Peace
Parish food pantry. For more information, contact
Angel Arflack, race coordinator, at 630-825-2719 or
aarflack@att.net. Register online at signmeup.com/85745.

Rotary fundraiser planned
The Rotary Club of Darien invites the public to
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come join them for their 28th annual fundraiser
auction, “Root Root Root for Rotary!” The event
will be held on Oct. 20 at Ashton Place Banquets.
The event, which includes open bar, a threecourse meal and dessert, starts at 6pm with
appetizers and a silent auction. A wide selection
of silent and loud auction items are featured.
This event is attended by over 200 individuals, and
is open to the public. All funds raised at the auction
will be used to support the charitable endeavors

The Woman’s Club announced the allocation
of $7,000 in charitable donations to several local
organizations. The club works hard throughout
the year for the opportunity to give back to local
organizations that contribute to the community.
The Darien Woman’s Club is proud to be in
partnership with such goups. This year contributions
were made to the following organizations:
• Family Shelter Services, Wheaton ($1,000)
• Sharing Connections, Downers Grove ($1,000)
• Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Food Pantry ($1,000)
• Our Lady of Peace Food Pantry ($1,000)
• West Suburban Food Pantry, Woodridge ($1,000)
• Indian Prairie Library ($500)
• Safety Village of Darien ($500)
• Greater Foundation of Woman’s Club Library
Replenishment Fund, Washington D.C. ($250)
• Darien Historical Society ($250)
• VFW—We Care Program ($250)
• Burgess Square Activity Department, Westmont
($125)
• Thumbuddy Special, Downers Grove ($125)
The new program year will kick off on September
5 at 7pm. Members will be welcomed back and
new members are always encouraged to join. For
more information visit darienwomansclub.org.

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School welcomes
new vice principal/dean
Our Lady of Peace Catholic School welcomes
Randall Smith as its new vice principal/dean.

"It is an absolute pleasure to be on board with such
a reputable school and parish," said Mr. Smith. "I bring
an energetic and knowledgeable background that you
will see during the course of this year. I truly believe
successful relationships
begin and end with
communication, therefore,
my door is always open."
Mr. Smith comes
to Our Lady of Peace
from St. Joseph High
School in Westchester
where he served as a
guidance counselor. He
also has 16 years of experience in a variety of roles
at Hephzibah Children's Association in Oak Park.
Mr. Smith has his Masters of Education degree
from DePaul University, along with a degree in
guidance counseling and a type 73 certification.
He is married and has three children.

Carefree Village starts recycle program
Carefree Village has started a paper only recycle
program where paper = money for seniors in
need. Carefree Village would like to invite the
community to help them raise money for the
seniors by dropping off paper to be recycled
in their Green and Yellow Recycling Bin at
8419 Bailey Road on the South end of the building.
Items that can be accepted are office paper,
school paper, magazines, catalogs and shredded
paper in a clear plastic bag. They cannot take
cardboard, books or telephone books.
So instead of dropping that paper in the recycling
bin drop it off at Carefree Village where your
paper = charitable assistance for seniors in need.
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Around the Block

Get on board for
the Underground
Railroad Journey

DARIEN
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1

Experience a magical evening at the Graue Mill,
3800 S. York Road in Oak Brook Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 28 and 29. Hear the music and stories of the
Underground Railroad. Meet its legendary conductor, Harriet Tubman, and orator Frederick Douglass.
Imagine what it was like to escape to freedom as you
take a simulated journey with John Coe, the Hinsdale
blacksmith and local Underground Railroad conductor.
Visit the room in the Mill where miller, Frederick Graue,
provided Underground Railroad passengers a place to
rest on their journey.
Chicago was the terminus of most Illinois Under-

ground Railroad routes. Ogden Avenue and Salt Creek
were important means to get there. Blacksmith John
Coe brought passengers up York Road, hidden in a
wagon under a tarpaulin and Frederick Graue used the
basement of the mill as a hiding place.
This is a one-of-a-kind event that individuals, families, school, and Scout groups will all enjoy. Tickets are
$12.50 for adults and $9 for children. Journeys begin
at 6:30 and 7:30pm each night and take place rain
or shine. To reserve your spot call the Graue Mill and
Museum, 630-920-2090. Space is limited. No tickets
will be sold at the door.

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

2
Open House &
book distribution
Images of
America: Darien
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

9

Labor
Day

3

10

4

5

16

11

12

17
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

30
Endurance Ride
with Us
9am-1pm
YMCA
Hoe-Down
1-5pm
Community Park

7
Back to School
Night
6-8:30pm
YMCA

13

14

Day Trip: House
on the Rock
7am-8pm
Park District

Life Transitions
9:30-11:30am
Library
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6

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

Rally Day
10:15am
St. John Lutheran
Church
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Images of
America: Darien
book distribution
& sales
10am-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

24

18

19

20

Hispanic
Heritage Month
Celebration
5-7pm
YMCA

25
Day Trip: Majestic
Star Casino
9:30am-3:30pm
Park District

27
Mercy Home
Fundraiser
6:30-8:30pm
Another Round
Bar & Grill
Downers Grove

Live Wire Rec
Night
6:30-9pm
YMCA

15
Club Saturday
Night
7-10pm
YMCA

21
Freak Friday
Splash and Bash
6:30-8pm
YMCA

26

8

28

Sports
Extravaganza
Family Night
6-8pm, YMCA
Journey
6:30pm
Graue Mill
An Evening with
the Stars!, 7:30pm
Christ the
Servant Church,
Woodridge

22
Underwater
Penny Drive
1-2pm
YMCA

29
Journey
6:30pm
Graue Mill

Financial News

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Will Europe receive Central Bank aid?
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October 1
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

7

THURSDAY

3

4

SATURDAY

5

6

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

8

9

10

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

14

FRIDAY

11

12

Day Trip:
Springfield
6:15am-8:30pm
Park District

15

16

17

18

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

13
Live Wires Rec
Night
6:30-9pm
YMCA

19

20

Woman’s Club
Fall Resale
Children’s
Woman’s Club Fall
Clothing Resale
Resale
9am-1pm
Prairieview School
Freak Friday
Splash and Bash
Root, Root, Root
6:30-8pm
for Rotary
YMCA
6pm
Ashton Place
Club Saturday
Night, 7-10pm
YMCA

21

22

Inside Darien’s
History
2-4pm
Library

23
Morton
Arboretum Tour
10am-3pm
Park District

24
Girls Only
Afterschool Club
4-6pm
YMCA

25

26
Halloween Party
6-8pm
YMCA

27

by Angelo Imbrogno
We all know the European Union
is in a world of hurt financially
speaking. Borrowing costs are
soaring to unsustainable levels,
countries are implementing austerity
measures to reduce spending and
people are hoping one of the safety
nets (IMF, ECB, EFSF, etc.) will step
up and help the countries in the
worst shape.
Mario Draghi, president of
the European Central Bank,
has specifically said he will do
anything in his power to save the
Euro, but has yet to act on that
promise. Many people however
still believe there is some type of
rescue package in the pipeline to
prevent the potential failure of the
European Union. If there is it would
likely resemble the bond-buying
programs QE1, QE2 and Operation
Twist that our Federal Reserve has
implemented over the last few
years. The goal of these programs
is to inject money into the financial
system while simultaneously
reducing borrowing costs.
So what effect may this have on
the European Union and, more
importantly to you, your personal
investment portfolio? I am going to
quote some figures from an article I
wrote over a year ago which speaks
in detail of the effects our own

monetary easing programs had on
the stock market:
“QE1 started in November of 2008
and came to a close in March of 2010.
During that time, keeping in mind
the market was still declining through
March of 2009, the overall effect was
a gain of 22%. However, during the
post-QE1 months of May to September
the market contracted about 16%.
The Federal Reserve decided that
another round of quantitative easing
was necessary to support the recovery.
QE2 began in November of 2010 and,
at the time I’m writing this, stands to
end next month in June. QE2 has
given the markets a 30% boost since
September of 2010.”
What this means is if Europe
institutes some form of monetary
easing it has the potential to drive
the stock market higher; however,
when the program comes to an
end there is the chance the market
will suffer a rather sharp sell-off.
The next meeting of the European
Central Bank is scheduled for
September 6th so it is unlikely
that any major announcements
will surface prior to that date. It is
important though to understand
the relationship between monetary
stimulus and the stock market

now so you
are better
prepared in
the event the
European Central Bank takes bold
action.
If your financial advisor has not
explained the potential outcome
of European activities on your
investment portfolio I would
recommend taking some time to
discuss what plans he or she has
in place for whatever steps the
European Banks and Governing
bodies decide to take. It is
important to have a plan in place
that can help you navigate the
potential ups and downs we may
see through the end of this year and
into 2013.

Angelo Imbrogno is President of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management.
Securities offered through LPL Financial,
Member FINRA/SIPC. The opinions voiced in
this material are for general information only
and are not intended to provide specific advice or
recommendations for any individual. To determine
which investment(s) may be appropriate for you,
consult your financial advisor prior to investing.
All performance referenced is historical and is
no guarantee of future results. Stock investing
involves risk including loss of principal.

Trunk & Treat with
Chili Dinner
3-5pm
YMCA

28
Ghostly Gallop 5K
& Kids’ Monster
Mile
8:30am
Our Lady of Peace

29

30

31
Happy
Halloween!
Lion’s Club
Halloween Party
Darien Sportsplex
6:30-8:45pm

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-353-8106
Public Works. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . .  .  . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-971-3999
TDD. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-EDISON-1
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Nicor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-969-0664
Veolia Environmental
Services . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. .  .  .  .  .  . 630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-968-6400
Administrative. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

