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A message from our mayor
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today.
Let us begin.”
~Mother Teresa
Happy New Year and I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy
holiday season!
As most of you may have heard, on Dec. 3, 2015, the Darien Police
Department responded to a call of shots fired in the Walmart store located on 75th
St. It is alleged shortly before the officers’ arrival there was a verbal altercation in the
store between the suspect and his victim. It is further alleged that the altercation turned
physical at which time the subject pulled a gun and shot four times at his victim. An
investigation into the shooting led authorities to the suspect, who was apprehended on
Dec. 5 at a bus station in Chicago as he attempted to board a bus bound for Florida. I
want to thank the Darien Police Department, along with all the agencies that assisted
us, in the swift apprehension of this suspect.
With winter in full gear, although off to a mild start, we appreciate the fine job our
municipal service employees do to maintain our roadways and keep them safe and
passable, often working long shifts thru the night. Water main breaks create further
havoc, and our workers deal admirably with all of it! I can’t thank this group enough for
doing the unnoticed but critical work that keeps our city working.
We begin our planning for the 2016/2017 fiscal year with the budget meetings
beginning in February. We use a three year budget to anticipate expenses and ensure
we are on solid financial footing to provide the services our residents expect. I would
encourage you to attend our budget meetings or follow them on our local cable
channel.
If you have questions or suggestions on any topic in the City of Darien, please feel
free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114. If you would like more
information on the City of Darien, please visit our website at darien.il.us.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor

4

Someone you should know
NO New Year’s resolutions this year
by Kate Sullivan

T

his year, I am happy to say, I will not be making
any New Year’s resolutions. Instead I am
recommitting to a resolution that I made last year
when I was feeling old, fat and tired.
Everything was a big effort. I was dragging my tush
around thinking this was normal. I would come home
from work and just want to veg out. I wasn’t sick in the
usual sense—I just wanted to feel better!
Then my niece started talking about this great
program she was using and how wonderful she felt.
She didn’t have much weight to lose but she was full of
energy and even though she was only 41, she looked
like she had a facelift. I wanted what she had. I wanted
more for me…so I made the leap. In the first 60 days, I
shed 20 pounds and was sleeping through the night—
first time in 10 years! I have not had this much energy—
ever! I have never felt better. People ask me all the time
what I use on my skin and the truth is, it’s not what I put
on my face, it’s what I put in my body that radiates out. I
love feeling comfortable in clothes, waking up alert and
looking forward to the day, week, month, and year.

“We should
certainly count our
blessings, but we
should also make
our blessings count.”
Not my quote but
I believe it and so I
share this with you.
My life has changed
so much and I love
the journey I’m on.
Sharing this program with many of my friends in the
Tri-Cities has been as rewarding as the journey itself. I
look forward to sharing with many more throughout
2016. I would be happy to share what I am doing:
healthykate6941@gmail.com.
May you have a healthy and prosperous 2016!.
Kate Sullivan is
a publisher of
Neighbors Magazines.

Looking ahead…
What will life be like in Darien in 2066?

W

hat will life be like in Darien in 50 years?
The future is difficult to predict. Some of the
inventions of the last 50 years, like a cell phone
in every home, were never predicted at all. In 1920, The
New York Times predicted that a rocket would never
be able to leave the earth’s atmosphere. End of world
predictions are offered annually The last several decades
has brought us life changing discoveries and inventions
that have impacted our daily life, health and even social
relationships. With all of it, many would argue that our
core family values have remained much the same.
So, what is ahead for us over the next 50 years and
will future discoveries and inventions impact our day
to day life here in Darien? In each issue of Neighbors
Magazine in 2016 we will explore how the future
might change the community around us in the areas
of commerce, education, recreation, government and
health. Experts, both local and national, will share their
visions for each area of local living that is a part of our
daily lives.
Transportation, for example, is expected to change
dramatically in the next 50 years. What changes,
if any, are anticipated locally and regionally? Will
we need more parking spaces or fewer? Will public
transportation expand to meet changing demands? Are
new roads planned for Darien? Will PACE be expanding
service within Darien?
What will be the role of the Indian Prairie Public
6

Library as the world of informational resources moves
beyond brick and mortar? Perhaps the need for a
“library” will be replaced by a community center for
shared knowledge and interaction.
The future should not have any impact on our
parks and recreation…at least not obvious changes.
However, environmental changes could affect life in
our communities more than we could ever imagine.
The Darien Park District will shed light on the future of
parks and recreation in Darien.
Many are predicting sweeping changes in education.
What do our local educators at Darien school districts
predict and how will our schools meet the dramatic
changes that seem imminent?
There isn’t much room left for new homes and
businesses in Darien. What will this community look
like in 50 years, if many of our 70 to 100+ year old
homes are declining in value? Local leaders can share
their visions of Darien in 2066. As demographics
change, so will commerce. What is the future of
our local economy? Will Darien have an expanded
downtown, or will big box stores and franchise
businesses continue to dominate? Some say there won’t
be any change at all. Others predict a more selective
selection of goods and services.
Healthcare is already on the move. Perhaps more
than any other field, healthcare has some of the most
optimistic and far–reaching predictions for advancement

in the near future (50 years). Within the next few
decades we could have Nano chips embedded in our
bodies alerting healthcare givers of the slightest change
in our health. Will cell biology and genetics techniques
reveal the specific talents and optimal career path for
our new born? Will cancer, AIDS, Autism, Alzheimers
and other diseases finally be cured? Will our local
hospitals change as healthcare delivery moves out of the
hospital and back into the home?
Life in the future may have some interesting twists
and turns, but will our core values and beliefs change?
Regardless of what actually develops in the next 50
years, here are some trends that seem sure to occur (not
counting some catastrophic event):
• In fifty years the world population will exceed nine
billion.
• Life expectancy will continue to increase (today it is
71 worldwide; about 79 years in the U.S.).
• Most people will live in cities.
• Caucasians will be a minority in the United States.
• You will be able to get anywhere on the planet in 2.5
hours.
• New diseases will challenge the medical community.
• The dream of moon bases will become a reality.
• Computers will mimic the brain.
• You will be able to charge devices wirelessly.
• Meat eaters will be fewer, and they will be dining on
lab grown filets and insect delicacies.
• Democrats and Republicans will still be trying to pass
a balanced budget.
Your predictions for the future and comments
are welcomed. Send your thoughts to
info@neighborsmagazines.com..

What are some things that will never
change?
God
Ice cream
Pooping
Teenagers
Socks
Doormats
Trees
Santa Claus
Hot dogs, mustard and relish
Bad taste

City of Darien
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City of Darien winter
parking regulations
now in effect

2016 Darien
Citizen of the Year news…
Tune in to see the announcement of our 2016 Citizen of the Year at the
City Council Meeting on Mon., Jan. 18 at 7:30pm.
On Tues., Feb. 16 everyone is invited to the Citizen of the Year cake and
coffee reception at city hall. Come and meet the 2016 Citizen of the Year
and celebrate with us to honor all they have done to make Darien the nice
place it is to live and raise a family.
Then, please join us on Sat., March 5 at Alpine Banquets for a dinner/
dance honoring our Citizen of the Year. Ticket cost will be $30 per person.
Reservations for the dinner/dance will be available after Feb. 1 at city hall.
For questions or reservations please call Diane at Darien City Hall—
630-353-8102

Ron Kiefer—
Darien’s 2015 Citizen of the Year

There is no parking allowed on
city streets during a snow event
when snow or ice exceeds one inch.
Snowplows and other emergency
vehicles must have access and
ability to pass down streets; parked
vehicles in the roadways inhibit
these vehicles and block visibility.
In snow emergencies snowplows
are able to more efficiently clear
your street without parked vehicles
obstructing the process.
We thank you for your
cooperation and support!

Please help us keep fire hydrants clear of snow.

Large snowfalls can hide fire hydrants and make them difficult to find
during an emergency. The city encourages residents to clear fire hydrants
nearest their residence or business of snow. Firefighters need at least a
three-foot clearance on all sides of the hydrant, including a pathway to the
hydrant from the street.
By taking a little time to clear a hydrant you are helping the fire
department, your neighbors and yourself in the event of an emergency. The
local fire departments and city personnel also assist in clearing hydrants.
If you have identified a snow buried fire hydrant and are unable to assist
please call 630-353-8105.

Carbon monoxide problems increase along with snowfall
Local fire departments see an
increase in the number of carbon
monoxide incidents and detector
activations during high snowfall, due
to snow accumulation and buildup.
These types of incidents are a
common problem when there
are high snow drifts that block
furnace vents and air intakes in
some homes—predominantly homes
that have newer, high-efficiency
furnaces. These systems typically
vent through the sill plate of a
home, close to ground level through
white PVC piping. Drifting snow
has the potential to block these
vents, causing the furnace or water
heater to stop operating. Some
newer high-efficiency furnaces have
automatic shutoffs that shut down a
furnace when the vents are blocked,
but many furnaces don’t. If they fail
to shut down, carbon monoxide
may back up in a home.
After any snowfall, it is important
to inspect the area around the
furnace and hot water heater vents
to ensure that snow and ice are not
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Prevent water lines from
freezing

blocking the safe operation of these
fuel-burning devices. Vents and
intake pipes should have a 3-foot
clearance from snow, shrubs or
other obstructions. Water heaters
and dryer vents also should be
cleared of snow to prevent possible
carbon monoxide poisoning.
State law requires that all

residential occupancies have carbon
monoxide detectors installed by the
property owner. More information
regarding state statute requirements
can be found at ilga.gov/legislation/
publicacts/94/094-0741.htm.

All residents should take
precautions to keep water supply
lines in your homes from freezing
during extreme cold. You should let
the water trickle in plumbing lines
or fixtures that face north or west
exterior walls. This helps to prevent
water from freezing within the wall.
Additionally, the city would like
to remind residents that if you are
going to be leaving town for an
extended amount of time during
the winter season, that you should
set the hot water tank to pilot and
maintain the heating system at a 60
degree range. We also encourage
shutting off your water at the meter
and relieving the pressure from the
pipes by turning on a couple of
faucets at the lowest point.

Watch out for thin ice

DuPage County Forest Preserve District is warning outdoor enthusiasts
to be cautious about stepping out onto the ice. As ice melts and refreezes
during late winter it may become porous, weak and unable to support
activity regardless of its thickness. Look for cracks, ridges or faults in the
ice; differently colored ice (especially dark gray or black); open water in the
center of an otherwise frozen lake; ice that looks rotten or porous; and ice
covered by water or slush for signs that the ice might be unsafe.
In any outdoor emergency, call 911 for help. To reach Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County police, call 630-933-7240.
9
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Senior Corner
There are many services and
programs available to Darien Senior
Citizens. The following are some
services available thru the City of
Darien, Downers Grove Township,
DuPage County, and the State of
Illinois:

Dial-A-Ride

Dial-A-Ride is a curb-to-curb
paratransit service for senior citizens
and disabled persons provided by
the Township of Downers Grove
through a contract with PACE.
Rides can be scheduled to any
location within the Township,
Monday through Friday 8am to
4pm. The fare is $5. Registration is
necessary before starting to use the
service. To get more information call
630-719-6685.

Home Maintenance

Du Page Senior Citizen Council
Home Maintenance Program is
available for senior citizens in Du
Page County. This program provides
affordable repair services so seniors
can maintain the safety and value of
their homes. For more information
please call: 630-620-0804.

Meals on Wheels

DuPage County Meals on
Wheels at 630-620-0804 for home
delivered hot/cold meals for seniors
in need.

Para-Transit

Para-Transit is a DuPage County
program that provides rides to
doctor, Social Security office or
public aid office appointments.
Nominal fees each way. Must
call first for appointment time
630-682-7000 ask for Para-Transit
Services.

Subsidized Taxi Service

City of Darien Pilot II
Subsidized Taxi Service; providing
10

transportation needs using coupons
that reduce the cost of taxi fares.
This program serves Darien
residents who are senior citizens
(65+) and persons with disabilities
(must be documented). Participants
must first register at the Darien
City Hall by completing a program
registration form and having a
picture taken for identification card
which is then issued within 2–4
weeks. Ride coupons have face
value of $5 each and cost $2.50
each (City of Darien subsidizes half
of the cost). Please contact Darien
City Hall for further details and
information at 630-852-5000.

DuPage Housing Authority

Safe, decent and affordable
housing are key elements of the
mission of the DuPage Housing
Authority. At the DuPage Housing
Authority individuals and families
are provided with rental assistance
vouchers through a program
funded by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
For information regarding their
services please contact them at
630-690-3555.

DuPage Homeownership
Center

The DuPage Homeownership
Center (DHOC) is a nonprofit
organization that provides
a full range of services to
promote responsible sustainable
homeownership, with an emphasis
on serving first-time homebuyers,
low- and moderate-income
households and homeowners in
crisis. The center was created in
1991 as a result of a DuPage County
Affordable Housing Task Force
Report. For information regarding
their services please contact them at
630-260-2500.

Senior Home Sharing

Senior Home Sharing is a notfor-profit organization dedicated
to helping meet this need for
affordable senior housing by
providing a shared housing option.
Homes are located in Lombard,
Downers Grove, Elmhurst and
Naperville. Senior Home Sharing’s
mission is to provide seniors with an
opportunity to live independently
in an affordable family style home.
For information regarding their
services please contact them at
630-407-0440.

of State’s office provides a discount
for license plates purchase or
renewal.
To Apply:
• Seniors must first fill out Form
IL-1363, the Circuit Breaker and
Pharmaceutical Assistance Claim
form, from the Illinois Department
on Aging.
• Eligible seniors usually receive
a mailing from the Secretary
of State’s office notifying them
that they are eligible for reduced
license plate fees.
• Discount applies to one set of the
following plates per household
per year: standard passenger car,
B-truck, persons with disabilities,
recreational vehicles weighing
up to 8,000 pounds, all military
license.
To receive your plate discount:
The Secretary of State’s office
sends eligible seniors a notification
after they are accepted into the
Illinois Department on Aging’s
program. When you buy license
plates or renew your license
plate sticker, you must submit the
notification to verify that you are
qualified for the discount. If you
have already renewed your license
plate sticker and paid full price, and
are now part of the Circuit Breaker
program, you may be eligible for a

State of Illinois Circuit Breaker
The official name of the
Circuit Breaker Program is the
Senior Citizens and Disabled
Persons Property Tax Relief and
Pharmaceutical Assistance Act.
Under the act, the state refunds to
eligible senior citizens and persons
with disabilities some of the money
they paid in property taxes, mobile
home taxes or nursing home
charges. The act also helps pay for
certain prescription medicines. Part
of the act states that the Secretary

refund. Call the Secretary of State’s
Office at 800-252-8980 for more
information.

Real Estate Tax Relief

Darien senior citizens should
contact the Downers Grove
Township Assessor’s Office to see if
they qualify for any real estate tax
relief through several programs.
• Senior Homestead Exemption—
Senior citizens may be eligible
for a $3,000 reduction from the
equalized assessed valuation.
• Assessment Freeze Homestead
Exemption—Senior citizens may
be eligible for protection against
real estate tax increases.
• Real Estate Tax Deferral—Senior
citizens may be eligible to defer
payment of real estate taxes and
any special assessments.
Minimally, these programs require
that you be 65 years of age, meet
income guidelines, own and occupy
your home, and are liable for the
payment of your real estate taxes.
Call the Downers Grove Township
Office to see if you qualify and for
an application 630-968-2100.

Guardian Program

Sheriff Zaruba encourages every
senior citizen in DuPage County to
register with the Guardian System, a

free service designed to ensure the
well being of seniors as well as the
physically and mentally disabled in
the county.
Guardian is a computerized
phone system that calls registered
members on prearranged days and
times to verify that they are okay.
If the member does not respond
to the telephone call by entering a
four digit code on their telephone
an alarm sounds and a police
dispatcher will attempt to reach the
member via telephone.
If still unsuccessful, a previously
designated neighbor or family
member will be contacted. If the
emergency contact cannot be
reached, a deputy will be sent to
the member’s home to make sure
everything is okay.
Guardian is available to DuPage
County residents who are over
the age of 62 or physically or
mentally disabled and live alone.
To register for the Guardian
program you may call the
Sheriff’s Office at 630-407-2400
to have an application mailed to
you. Applications may also be
picked up at the Sheriff’s Office,
501 N. County Farm Rd., Wheaton,
or at any township office.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Thomas M. Chlystek, Alderman, 4
708-505-9275

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

630-776-1487
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1

The City Council meets:
Mon., Jan 4 & 18, Mon., Feb. 1 and Tues., Feb. 16
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Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service Award

School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

The Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service Award recognizes eighth
grade students who have demonstrated a commitment to their community
through volunteer activities in the school as well as local organizations.
Although the student must currently be in eighth grade, service performed
during sixth and seventh grades will be considered. More than one
individual may be nominated. Recipients of the award will be announced at
the Eisenhower Jr. High Commencement Ceremony.
The Board of Education is asking our school and local communities to
think about those upcoming graduates who have given of their time and
talents beyond the classroom walls. We would like to know about students
who have volunteered for the Darien Youth Club, church groups, food
banks, as well as other organizations. Local groups such as the Lions Club,
Chamber of Commerce, Woman’s Club, and Rotary will be contacted for
possible nominations. Formal applications for the award are available at
darien61.org. Please think about the young people you know and how they
have touched the lives of others in our community.
Nominations must be received by May 6.

District 61 students participate in math
competition
These District 61 students were recognized by Board
of Education for their participation in the St. Laurence
Math Competition.
Pictured from left are Canyon Stage, Samuel Krauter,
and Board of Education President, Janine Kiwiet.

Ways to know before you go

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Gregory Leban, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
12

In the event of an emergency or if bad weather hits, how would you know
school is closed?
We have a number of ways to communicate:
• The superintendent’s message will be sent through our auto-dial system.
All families who have provided us with information at registration are part
of the system for phone and email notification. Please notify your child’s
school if your contact information changes.
• Call your child’s school and listen to a voice message announcement.
• Visit the website: darien61.org.
• Check your email for a district message.
• Follow us on Twitter. Our user name is DarienSD61.
• Watch/Listen to the news.

Choir performs for board
The Eisenhower Junior High
School choir performed Katy
Perry’s song “Roar” for the Board of
Education in November.
Pictured are Eisenhower Junior
High School choir members along
with Mrs. Ramaswamy, Choir
Director, Janine Kiwiet, Board of
Education President, and Dr. Carlo,
Superintendent.

We need you for the Superintendent’s Advisory Committee
Are you willing to give one hour of time five times per
year to get and give feedback on District #61 issues?
Do you live in District #61’s attendance area?
Do you like to share facts and information you learn
about your school district?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, you
are just the person we are looking for as we create the
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee. This committee
plans to meet five times per year from 7–8 pm at the
district office.

Future meeting dates are: Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 2, and
April 6.
If you are interested in being a part of this committee,
contact Mary Lang, Secretary to the Superintendent,
at 630-968-7505 or by email to mlang@darien61.
org. Include in the subject line of your email:
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee. Your contact
information should include: Your name, address, phone
number, email address, and, if applicable, the grade
levels of your children.
13
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Darien School District #61 Kindergarten Round Up at
Mark DeLay School

Darién Distrito Escolar #61 Kindergarten en la Escuela
de Mark DeLay
6801 Wilmette, Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200

What to do...
1. Pick up a registration folder after Feb. 1 at any District #61 school office.
2.Come to Mark DeLay on Feb. 17 from 5pm–7pm for registration.
or
Call the office to make an appointment to register your child. We will be scheduling registration appointments
during the week of Feb. 16–19 between 9am and 2pm.
Please bring the following documents in order to register your child for Kindergarten:
1. Your child’s original birth certificate. Please note that your child must be five (5) years old on or before September
1. We will need to copy the original.
2.Three (3) forms of proof of residency from the following categories:
ONE item from the following list
AND
• Most recent property tax bill listing you as tax payer
• Signed Lease for your residence listing child
• Closing statement for purchase of residence
• Completed residency affidavit from owner
• of residence stating that you reside at the
• residence on a full-time basis

TWO (2) items from the following list
• Current Driver’s License showing address
• Current gas or electric bill with your address
• Public Aid Card
• Certificate of Insurance for residence
• Automobile registration from State of Illinois

3. $140.00 Registration Fee (subject to change). Checks made payable to Darien District #61.
Darien School District #61
Mark DeLay School
6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200

Yearly notification of building materials
Darien School District #61 is required to notify
all parents, guardians, faculty, and staff of asbestos
containing building materials present within the school
buildings. Over the years we have undertaken removal
of these materials, however, some still remain in various
locations within the buildings.
14

These materials are periodically inspected and
maintained intact and are safe to the occupants. If you
desire more information regarding these materials,
please stop by your school office and they will provide
you with the information.

Qué a hacer...
1. Venga a recoger una carpeta del registro después del 1 de febrero en cualquier oficina de escuela del districto
#61.
2.Vuelva el 17 de febrero a los 5pm–7pm para el registro o llame la oficina para hacer una cita para registrar a su
niño. Seremos hacer citas del registro para la semana del 16–19 de febrero entre los 9 en la mañana y los 2 en la
tarde.
Traiga por favor los documentos siguientes para registrar a su niño para el jardín de la infancia (Kindergarten):
1. El certificado de nacimiento de tu hijo. Por favor observe que su niño debe tener cinco (5) años en o antes de 1
de septiembre de 2016.
2.Tres (3) formas de las categorías siguientes que verifica la residencia:
UN artículo de la lista siguiente
Y
• Tú cuenta de impuestos reciente que muestra
• tú como contribuyente
• Un arrendamiento firmado de tu residencia
• que contiene el nombre de tu hijo
• Declaración de clausura para la compra
  
• de residencia
• Declaración jurada de residencia del
• propietario de residencia que indica que
• resides y vives en el residencia registrada toda el ano

DOS (2) artículos de la lista siguiente
• Tu licencia de conductor que tiene su dirección
• Una cuenta reciente de gas o electricidad que
• contiene tu nombre
• Tarjeta de Asistencia Pública
• El Certificado de Seguro para la residencia
• Un registro de automóvil del Estado del Illinois

3. El registro cuesta $140.00 (sujeto a cambios). Tasa de registro. Escribe los cheques al Darien District #61.
Darien School District #61
Mark DeLay School
6801 Wilmette Ave.
Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Winter Indoor Soccer at Sportsplex:
Darien Park District Super Rec
Winter Soccer

Come play on the NEW turf at
Sportsplex. Indoor soccer is a great
way to keep your child active during
the cold months. The Super Rec
League at the Darien Sportsplex
is lead by the nationally acclaimed
Eclipse Select Soccer Club where
your child will learn drills and skills
from their professional coaches. This
league is for players Pre–K to 8th
grade. All teams will be coached by
a parent volunteer and will have one
practice and one game per week.
Our second indoor session begins
Jan. 27, registration deadline is
Jan. 15. For more information please
visit our website at darienparks.com
or contact Hannah Sterricker at
hsterricker@darienparks.com.

Adult Indoor Soccer Leagues

Ultimate Princess Party

Fri., Jan. 29, 6:15–8pm
Join six of your favorite fairy tale
princesses for an ultimate party!
We’ll have photo opportunities
and you’ll enjoy a snack, make a
craft and do some dancing. All
princesses must pre-register and
be accompanied by an adult. Fee
$15R/$22NR

Do you and your friends (18 and
older) need some exercise and
want to play a little soccer? Then
join in one of our two divisions of

play (recreational or competitive)
and play in our adult indoor soccer

league. $750/team, starts Jan. 10.
Register now at darienparks.com

Daddy Daughter Dance

Thurs., Feb. 11, 6:45–8:45pm
Join us for our annual Daddy
Daughter date night at Chuck’s
Sothern Comforts Café. There’ll be
refreshments, music and flowers.
Must pre-register. Fee $22/couple R
and $28/couple NR

Indoor Flea Market

Clean out your closets and make some money selling at our Indoor Flea
market. Or come as a buyer to find some fantastic treasures! Sat., Feb. 6
and Sat., March 5 from 9am-–1pm. To register, contact Darien Park District
at 630-968-6400.
16
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

Tracey’s Hair Salon
Five Seasons Sports Club
6901 S. Madison St.
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Tracey Contreras
708-525-3522
Tracey’s Hair Salon is a
full service salon located
inside the Five Seasons Sports Club. Tracey has 30 years
of experience in the industry. From haircuts to color and
special occasion styling she keeps current on the latest
styles through Paul Mitchell’s advanced training.

Welcome 2016 Chairman of the
Board Corrine Ganiec,
First Merchants Bank

Upcoming Events
Jan. 1–March 1
Darien Chamber Membership Drive
Jan. 13
State of the County Luncheon
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am
Multi-Chamber Business After Hours
AMS Wellness, 4:30pm
January 20
Darien Rotary Club Open House
Q Bar & Grill, 6pm
Jan. 26
DCC Coffee Connection
First American Bank, 8am
Jan. 26
State of the Chamber & Darien Chamber
Excellence Awards Luncheon
Chuck’s Café, 11:30am
Economic Outlook Luncheon
February Date TBA
Feb. 23
DCC Coffee Connection
Republic Bank, 8am

2016–2017 Shop Local Cards Now On Sale
at City Hall for $5

Save the Date

New date for
Darien Chamber of Commerce

May 15

April 23 • Chuck’s Cafe

Darien Dash
18

Darien Ale Fest

The 2nd Annual Dancing with the Chamber STARZ was held Nov. 14 at Ashton Place. Dave Witthoeft, owner of
the Crazy Burrito was the 2015 DWTCS Champion.
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Around the Block

for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
Gathering in New Orleans in July. 7214 S. Cass Ave.,
events@sjlcdarien.org, 630-969-7987, sjlcdarien.org.

Planes, trains and automobiles…oh my!
St. John Lutheran Church hosts the Model Railroad
Show and Swap Meet on Sat., Jan. 16 from 9am–3pm.
The event offers model enthusiasts exhibits and
merchandise galore for whatever mode of transportation
they prefer.
This is not a plastic model contest. There will be at
least two operating model railroad layouts and over
60 vendor tables selling plastic model kits and model
railroad-related items on two levels of a building that
is fully handicapped accessible with an elevator and is
adjacent to a large parking lot. The family-friendly event
will also offer food and raffle prizes.
$5 for adults (18 years and older) and $2 for youth
(12–17 years old). Children under 12 and scouts in
uniform are free! Proceeds will help support the
St. John Youth Group’s trip to the LCMS National Youth

SEASPAR Aktion Club receives award and
celebrates 10th anniversary
The South East Association for Special Parks And
Recreation (SEASPAR) Kiwanis Aktion Club, a
partnership with the Kiwanis Club of Lombard and
Downers Grove, has received Kiwanis International’s
Distinguished Club Award for 2014–2015. The
mission of the Aktion Club is to provide adults with
disabilities an opportunity to develop initiative and
leadership skills and to serve their communities. The
Distinguished Club Award recognizes Aktion Clubs
for their overall performance in the combined areas
of club administration, membership and leadership
development, Kiwanis-family involvement, and service
and fundraising efforts. News of the Distinguished Club
Award came on Nov. 23, 2015, the day the SEASPAR
Aktion Club celebrated its 10th anniversary at its
Annual Recognition and Installation Dinner.

dinner and prizes, as well as a split the pot raffle. Come
as a single or as a group. Assigned seating arrangements
will be made, deadline Jan. 25. Alpine Banquets, 8230
Cass Ave. 630-964-6792.

IPPL shows how
The Indian Prairie Public Library will host its first-ever
How-To Expo on Sat., April 16, 12–3pm. The event
will be a family-friendly celebration of the creative and
do-it-yourself mindset. The library is looking for people
willing to demonstrate their skills, share their knowledge
and provide instruction to others. Interested participants
are encouraged to fill out the online application at
howtoexpo.ippl.info by Feb. 1.

Darien Rotary Club keeps active this winter
The Darien Rotary Club has two events open to the
public, in January. On Wed. Jan. 6, at 5:30pm, their
“Food for Kids” program will provide supplemental
nutrition to approximately 150 children in Darien.
Darien’s Safety Village, 7400 S. Cass Ave. Additionally,
Wed. Jan. 20 from 6–8pm, meet the club at their open
house at Q-Bar, 8109 S. Cass Ave.

An afternoon with the Darien Historical
Society
Darien Historical Society invites you to enjoy a
winter’s afternoon, indoors at “The Sunday Dinner”
on Jan. 31, doors open at 1pm. Highlighting the event
will be the entertaining presentation by Terry Lynch,
well-known performer who appears as fascinating U.S.
President Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt. Tickets include

Jim Kiser donates blood at the Darien Lions Club blood drive.

Give back by giving blood
The Darien Lions Club’s annual blood drive will be
held at Lace School on Tue., Feb. 16 from 4–8pm.
You can give blood if you are 17 years or older. You
must have a valid ID. 16 year-olds may give blood with
permission of their parents. You will receive a free,
blood test. You can save three lives by donating a pint
of blood. The blood you give will help six surrounding
counties and their hospitals. Rick Biehl, 630-963-8026.

Save the dates…
Januaray

Financial News
No pain, no gain: 2016 may require
tolerance for volatility

S

tocks historically have offered
a trade-off of higher return for
higher risk, the gain of more
upside than high-quality bonds
versus the pain of market volatility
and losses. For the last few years,
U.S. stock markets provided belowaverage pain, while still providing
strong returns. Between October
2011 and July 2015, the S&P
500 Index went nearly four years
without a “correction” of more than
10%, while climbing an average of
20% a year. The return to a more
normal market may mean more
volatility, challenging investors’
ability to stay focused on their goals.
Corporate profits felt stagnant
in 2015, largely due to the drag
from a strengthening U.S. dollar
and the impact of the drop in oil
prices on energy sector profits.
Because we expect 2016 U.S. GDP
growth near its long-term trend,
corporate America should get back
to delivering solid profits with mid
to high single-digit earnings growth
(in line with Thomson Reuters
consensus estimates), helping to
push the stock market higher.
Steady GDP growth in 2016 would
set the tone for corporate revenue
growth, which historically has
correlated well with the growth
of the overall economy. Adding in
improving growth overseas and a

more stable dollar should provide a
solid macroeconomic backdrop for
revenue, which, through operating
leverage, may help support profit
margins.
We expect the generally favorable
macroeconomic backdrop to lead
to potential stock gains in 2016
and possibly bring the current bull
market, one of the most powerful in
the S&P 500’s history, to its seventh
birthday. The age of the bull market
and above-average valuations have
led some to question whether
stocks may be too expensive to
continue to rise. Valuations have not
historically been good predictors
of stock market performance over
the coming 12 months; but, like
a regular warm-up, monitoring
valuations can help investors’ longterm health.
One characteristic of the stock
market that is customary, but
certainly does not feel that way, is
volatility. The S&P 500’s peak-totrough decline of 12% (May 21 to
Aug. 25, 2015) did not feel typical.
But this type of pullback is actually
quite normal, even in positive
returning years. In fact, since 1950,
the average peak-to-trough decline
for the S&P 500 is 14%; even in
positive returning years, the average
is 11%. Another way to show that
the volatility experienced in 2015
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Little Hands Art
10am, Library

by Angelo R. Imbrogno
is closer to
the norm is
by looking at the VIX, a measure of
implied stock market volatility. The
year-to-date average for the VIX in
2015 is 16.6, above the average of
the prior two years between 14 and
15, but below the 20-year average
(20.9) and the average during the
current bull market (19.6). We
expect volatility to be with us again
in 2016 as the business cycle ages,
making sticking to your long-term
investment habits even more
important to avoid locking in losses
and missing out on opportunities.
A number of factors beyond the
aging business cycle could lead
to increased market volatility in
2016, such as the Fed embarking
on its first rate hike campaign since
2004–06.
Angelo Imbrogno is the president of
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
reference is historical and is no guarantee of future
results. Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured |
No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee | May Lose
Value | Not Guaranteed by any Government
Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit.
Securities offered through LPL Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

February

Movie: I’ll See You in My Dreams
2pm, Library

9

Lights, Camera, Action: Using Digital
Media Equipment
10am
Practice ACT
1pm, Library

11

Shake, Shimmy, & Dance!
9:30am, Library

12

Play to Learn
11am, Library

13

Awesome Inflatables
4pm, Community Center
First Step Preschool Open House
6pm, Community Center
SCORE Small Business Roundtable
Discussion
6pm, Library

14

Twitter 101
6pm, Library

15

#FBF: Blanket Fort Movie Night
7pm, Library

16

Model Railroad Show & Swap
9am, St. John Lutheran Church
Hindi Stories
10:30am, Library
Lions Club Blood Drive
4-8pm, Lace School

18

Histories for Kids:
The Underground Railroad
11:30am, Library

ACT Essay Workshop
7pm, Library
Movie: Mr. Holmes
2pm
Opera Lecture: Nabucco
7pm, Library

Opera Lecture: Romeo and Juliet
7pm , Library
First Step Preschool Open House
6pm, Community Center

4

FIFA 16 Gaming Tournament for Teens
6pm, Library

Movie: A Walk in the Woods
2pm
An Evening with Val Camilletti
7pm, Library

23

6

22

Community Connections Expo
10am, Library

25

FAFSA Workshop
6:30pm, Library

26

Board of Education
7pm, Lace School

27

A Look at Local History
1pm, Library
Star Wars Jedi Training
4pm, Community Center

28

Cooking with Ying
7pm
Tech Talk: Streaming Music
7pm, Library

Indoor Flea Market
9am, Community Center
Little Hands Art
10am
Hindi Stories
10:30am
ACT Essay Workshop
1pm, Library

8

Mighty Mind—Kids Rubik’s Play
11am, Library

17

Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Kennedy
7pm, Library

18

Movie: Ricki and the Flash
2pm, Library

19

Night at the Museum
6pm
#FBF: Classic Computer Games
7pm, Library

20

9

10

The Foot Soldier’s Journey
2pm, Library

Government @ Work
7pm, Library

Ultimate Princess Party
6:15pm, Community Center
Open Mic Night for Teens
7pm, Library

31

11

The History Singers:
Chicago History in Song
2pm, Library

15

Happy Valentines
Day!

Hindi Stories
10:30am
Beginner Ukulele for Kids
2 & 3pm, Library

Shake, Shimmy, & Dance!
9:30am, Library

The Costumes of Downton Abbey
1pm
Valentine’s Day Sweet Shoppe Treats
4pm
Sofia, the First Valentine’s Day Tea
4pm, Community Center
SCORE Small Business Roundtable
Discussion
6pm, Library

29

14

Daddy Daughter Date Night
6:45pm, Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café

13

Making Movies with iMovie
10am, Library

21

24

A History of the Chicago “L”
1pm
College Scholarships
6:30pm, Library

25

Tech Talk: Podcasts
7pm, Library

26

League of Legends 5v5 Gaming Tournament for Teens
5:30pm, Library

27

Intermediate iPad
10am, Library

