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A message from our mayor
“Voter apathy was, and will remain the greatest threat to democracy.”
~Hazen Pingree
The city received two important financial reports during the month
of September. The first report was the Police Pension Fund Actuarial
Valuation as of May 1, 2016. This report was submitted to the city on
behalf of the City of Darien Police Pension Board. The Police Pension
Board derives its authority from the Illinois Pension Code and the board
members include two members that are appointed by the mayor, two active police
officers that are participants of the pension fund who are elected from the active
participants and one member who is retired and elected by the retirees. One of the
duties of the Pension Board is to conduct an annual actuarial study and to determine
an annual budget amount sufficient to meet actuarial requirements of the police
pension fund. The report concluded that the city’s contribution to the Police Pension
Fund in 2017 should be $1,456,052. The funding for this contribution comes from
property taxes. More information about the Darien Police Pension Fund can be found
on the city’s web site.
The second report is the city’s Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year
that ended April 30, 2016. Each year, the city undergoes an audit of its financial
statements and records by an independent audit firm as required by state statue. The
purpose of the audit is to obtain an opinion that the city’s financial statements are
prepared in conformity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). The
city treasurer and staff are responsible for the coordination and preparation of the
city’s CAFR through its audit firm, as well as preparing all documentation and records
necessary to support the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. The
CAFR can be found on the city’s web site.
The receipt of these two reports means that the start of the city’s budget process
is soon approaching. The preparation begins in December and the city council
budget meetings will begin in February of 2017. Please contact Bryon Vana, City
Administrator if you have questions regarding the city’s budget process. Bryon can be
reached at bvana@darienil.gov or 630-353-8114.
On behalf of the Darien City Council and staff we wish all of you a happy and safe
holiday season!
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor

“The future of business
looks more like Macy’s
than Amazon…”
by Ben Scott
The business world is changing
at an astounding pace, with some
experts predicting that about 65%
of children entering grade school
today will later work in roles that
don’t currently exist. The evolution
of technology and online shopping
has left many people feeling nostalgic for the experience of patronizing
small, locally-owned brick-and-mortar businesses. What does the future
hold for such businesses in communities like Darien? Will brick-andmortar stores still exist in the future?
“You have to change with the
times,” says John Gorgol, owner of
RoofTech Systems in Darien. (See
cover).
Business owners like Gorgol
understand that all businesses need
to be adaptable in order to thrive. A
lot has changed since Gorgol started
RoofTech Systems in Darien 21
years ago. E-commerce has a bigger
footprint than ever, with about 40%
of all sales happening online. The
last few years in particular have seen
a rise in online shopping figures,
facilitated in part by a 4G network
that allows consumers to shop on
the go.
Consumers are also savvier than
ever, using sites like Yelp to rate and
compare businesses. Gorgol takes
pride in the fact that RoofTech Systems has kept up with new innovations in the roofing industry.
“I think we’ve grown since we first
started,” Gorgol says. “We are more
conscious of changes in the applica6

tion of shingles and materials.”
Because most people can buy
most of what they need online, it’s
possible to imagine e-commerce
closing the doors on many small,
brick-and-mortar stores one day. Surprisingly, however, experts like NYU
Marketing Professor Scott Galloway
say this won’t happen anytime soon.
“The future of retail looks more
like Macy’s than Amazon,” Galloway
says. “Pure-play e-commerce doesn’t
work for anybody. The world looks
more like a multi-channel future.”
Some small businesses try to keep
their overhead low with a solely online presence, but these businesses
often have too much competition
in a digital domain that has become
overcrowded and expensive. Businesses today are involved in a costly
game of “bidding on keywords
against the likes of Amazon and
large retailers to land on the first
page of search results.” (visenze.com)
“It’s very hard to launch a brand
these days that’s just online-only. It’s
an incredibly difficult and crowded
e-commerce environment,” says
Sucharita Mulpuru, a retail analyst
at Forrester Research. Mulpuru
also notes that there are more than
800,000 online stores competing
for customers through the gateway
of Google.
Business owners who open brickand-mortar stores alongside their
online presence are able to increase
brand awareness and develop a customer base in a space where retail

options aren’t infinite. According to
Galloway, businesses will need to focus on this kind of omni-channel approach to target their customers and
remain relevant in the years ahead.
For their part, consumers also want
a variety of choices when shopping
for a product, and an omni-channel
approach gives them more options
by seamlessly combining digital and
physical shopping experiences.
Even roofing contractors like
Gorgol understand the importance of maintaining an online
presence. Gorgol’s website
RoofTechsystemsinc.com gives a
detailed overview of his business’
services and specializations, and
includes an advertisement that his
business is GAF-Certified Master
Elite, a certification Gorgol is proud
of because it means he can offer
enhanced warranties to his customers. At the end of the day, however,
Gorgol says RoofTech Systems
remains successful because of his
continued focus on customer service
as the most important aspect of his
business.
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“Customer satisfaction is the key,”
Gorgol says. “We do a lot of work
from referrals, and we have always
stood behind our work.”
Luckily for Gorgol, RoofTech Systems won’t need to adapt as quickly
as some brick-and-mortar businesses
that are struggling for survival in
an increasingly digital world. Small
businesses offering products that can
just as easily be purchased online
need to do something extra to bring
customers through the door.
“Consumers aren’t coming to
brick-and-mortar stores for the
prices or the selection,” writes
Chris Wadsworth in an article on
trafsys.com. “They’re coming for an
experience.”
A visenze.com article points to
men’s clothing retailer Bonobos as
an example of an omni-channel
business that offers their consumers a unique experience; Bonobos
customers get fitted by “guides” at
brick-and-mortar locations, place
their order online and get their
fitted clothing delivered to their
homes. Traditional brick-and-mortar
businesses will need to follow the
lead of retailers like Bonobos to
remain viable in the future.
According to Wadsworth, businesses need to provide “personalized retail” experiences that are
tailored to each visitor. Regardless
of what they’re shopping for, today’s
consumers expect businesses to
know their interests and preferences. Businesses have the ability
to gather this information through
predictive analytics, which involves
the study of current and historical
consumer data that businesses use
to launch personalized marketing
campaigns. Through predictive analytics, business owners can learn the
demographics and interests of the
people who shop for their product.
In the future, artificial intelligence
may play a bigger role in gathering
this predictive information, even for
small, community businesses. In an
8

article titled “Future Trends From
NRF: A Brick & Mortar Disruption,”
marketing expert Tamara McCleary
talks about the possibilities of IBM’s
artificially intelligent Watson and
how its “cognitive computing abilities allow it to look at vast amounts
of data, much of which is unstructured…allowing for companies
to understand their customers in
profound new ways.” For instance,
businesses in the future may have
Watson scour social media sites to
quickly understand how customers
feel about their product.
And while the integration of A.I.
like Watson might be a few years
off, small businesses already have
access to some fairly advanced
technology.
“Formerly enterprise-only solutions like touch-controlled office
kiosks, interactive point-of-sale
terminals and even sophisticated
employee inventory systems are
now within reach of the smallest
small businesses,” writes Jonathan
Blum in a story for entrepreneur.com.
Looking further ahead, robots
might one day replace humans in
some office and administrative roles,
with the ability to do everything
from ordering stock to managing
employees’ schedules and payroll.
But most experts are confident there
will still be plenty of jobs for humans in the future, and in a recent
interview with wired.com President
Obama showed optimism regarding
the development of robotics and A.I.
“Historically, we’ve absorbed new
technologies, and people find that
new jobs are created, they migrate,
and our standards of living generally
go up,” Obama said.
Technology will also play an
important role in the experience of
shopping at brick-and-mortar stores
in the future. Engadget writer Chris
Burch points to the ways in which
many brands have already incorporated technology into the brick-andmortar shopping experience. Some

stores use Beacons, for example, to
send coupons okr product recommendations to consumers’ phones
when they enter a store. Other
technology like Radio frequency
identification (RFID) allows businesses to track their retail inventory
digitally. Even more futuristically,
some brick-and-mortar stores have
embraced augmented and virtual
reality to enhance their customers’ experience. Burch predicts that
storefronts of the future will use
augmented reality to demonstrate
to customers the various ways
products can be arranged and used:
“Someday, you can expect to see
virtual fitting rooms, interactive
window displays and augmented
reality-assisted navigation through
larger stores,” Burch writes.
It’s interesting to think about brickand-mortar businesses in Darien
one day using augmented reality to
demonstrate their products. And
it’s fun to think about the ways
consumers will benefit from technology that streamlines the process of
buying goods and services. But, even
50 years in the future, some aspects
of running a business will remain
the same. Business owners like John
Gorgol know that both brick-andmortar and online stores will always
need to offer quality products
paired with excellent customer
service.
“I want my business to maintain
our standards at a reasonable price,”
Gorgol says. “If there’s ever a problem we take care of it, and quality
matters to us.”
Any business aiming for success
would be wise to follow Gorgol’s
lead.

Ben Scott is the community editor of
Neighbors Magazines.

City of Darien

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

It’ll be here
before you know it…SNOW

The search is on
The search is on…it’s that time of year again when our committee begins
its search for a very special man or woman who has given of themselves to
make Darien a “Nice Place to Live!” The Citizen of the Year Committee
is accepting nominations for the 2017 Citizen of the Year. If you know of
a person who goes “above and beyond the call of duty”…is always there
when someone needs a hand…and who has contributed to make Darien
a special place, please write a letter to our committee or fill out one of our
official nomination forms that can be found any time during the year at city
hall or at the Indian Prairie Library. Nominations may also be submitted
electronically at darien.il.us. A nominee must be a resident of Darien and
cannot currently be an elected official.
Please send your nomination to: Citizen of the Year Committee,
1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien IL 60561. The deadline for nominations is
Jan. 7, 2017. If you have already nominated someone in the past, that
nomination is still valid for consideration; however, we would appreciate it if
you would update any pertinent information.
For more information please call city hall at 630-353-8102.

Keep your sidewalks clean

Residents are encouraged to clear their sidewalk after
any measurable snowfall this winter. Leaving snow and
ice on sidewalks presents a safety hazard to children
and residents who walk to school, the bus stop, or work.
When sidewalks are not shoveled, pedestrians tend
to walk on streets, which increases their risk of being
struck by a vehicle.

When are the streets plowed?

The Public Works and Police Departments check
streets and monitor a weather channel so snow removal
crews can be dispatched out on the streets prior to snow
or icy conditions occurring. Trucks stay out until all
streets and cul-de-sacs are cleared.

When is salt used on the streets?
2016 Citizen of the Year—
Marian Krupicka

Nominations open for Holiday Lights Decorating Contest

What are the parking restrictions during a
snowstorm?

The City of Darien will again be sponsoring the
Holiday Lights Decorating Contest. Each year, residents
that put extra effort into decorating their homes for the
season are nominated by their friends and neighbors for
recognition and prizes. The first place home receives
$200, second place $100, third place $50, and fourth
and fifth place receive $25. To nominate your own
home or another in your neighborhood, call Diane at
630-353-8102 or email dnoverini@darienil.gov
Nominations must be received by Dec. 9. Winners
will be announced at the Dec. 19 city council meeting.

A “snow emergency” is declared when snowfall
exceeds one inch during a 24-hour period. No parking
is allowed on any city street when this occurs until
the snowfall has ceased and plowing operations are
completed.
The city cautions residents not to park their cars in
the street while shoveling their driveways, since this
impedes snowplows trying to clear your streets.
Please shovel driveways from side to side in order
to avoid placing snow in the streets and ensure
that garbage cans are not put in the street during a
snowstorm.

Holiday Lights Tour returns

The popular Holiday Lights Tour will be on Tues.,
Dec. 20 this year, The tour will be on school buses and
will run through the city, passing by each of the holiday
lights winners. Participants will check-in at the Police
Department lobby.

This event is free and open to Darien residents.
Because of the high demand each year, reservations
are given on a first come first serve basis. To make a
reservation, please call city hall at 630-852-5000.

Recycle your holiday lights!

Don’t know what to do with
the old strands of Christmas lights
that are tangled and broken? Don’t
throw them in the garbage—recycle
10

Salt is spread on streets when rain changes to sleet and
ice or when snow accumulation is less than one inch.
If there is more than one inch, snow is cleared and salt
is put down. The city plows and salts all intersections,
streets and cul-de-sacs.

them! The City of Darien has again
partnered with Elgin Recycling to
offer our residents free recycling
of holiday lights! Last year Darien
residents recycled 1900 pounds of
holiday lights.
All light colors and strand lengths
will be accepted. Items include
mini-lights (Italian lights), C7 lights,
C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights,
and extension cords. (Please—no

CFLs). From Nov. 14 through
Feb. 10, 2017 you may bring
your lights to the Darien Police
Department lobby at 1710 Plainfield
Rd. The bin is located outside, so
there are no restricted hours. Please
leave lights only, and take your
boxes and bags home with you
for disposal. For more information
please call 630-353-8115 or visit
elginrecycling.com

Will the city be able to plow my street if there is
a medical emergency?
Anyone who has a medical emergency should phone
911. The dispatcher will contact the public works
department to ensure that your street is cleared to
enable a quick response for any emergency.

Why doesn’t the city plow certain streets?

Plainfield Rd., Cass Ave., Lemont Rd. and 75th
St. are county roads and are plowed by the DuPage
County Highway Department. Frontage roads are
under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). Other roads that are considered
“private,” establish plowing service contracts via their
management company.

Are any sidewalks plowed?

In order for residents, children and patrons to utilize
city sidewalks to schools, shopping and exercise parkes,
the City of Darien maintains a policy of plowing
primary route sidewalks throughout the city.
The city utilizes two pieces of equipment to plow
approximate 21 miles of sidewalks. The sidewalk
operations commence after one inch of snow has fallen,
and continue until all the snow is removed from these
routes:
• Clarendon Hills Rd. from 67th to 75th St. (both sides)
• 67th St.-east of Cass to Wilmette (both sides)
• Cass Ave.–67th to Frontage (both sides)
• Plainfield Rd.–Rt. 83 to Manning Rd. (both sides)
• 75th St.–Rt. 83 to Lemont Rd. (both sides)
• Manning Rd.–Plainfield to 75th St. (both sides)
• Fairview Manning to 75th St. (both sides)
• Bailey Rd.–Plainfield to Frontage (both sides)
• Frontage Rd.–Bailey to Oldfield Rd. (north)
• Oldfield Rd.–Frontage Road–Meyers Woods Park
If you have any questions, please call the city at
630-353-8105.

Prevent water lines from freezing Advance will pick up
All residents should take precautions to keep water
Christmas trees
supply lines in your homes from freezing during extreme
cold. You should let the water trickle in plumbing lines
or fixtures that face north or west exterior walls. This
helps to prevent water from freezing within the wall.
Additionally, the city would like to remind residents
that if you are going to be leaving town for an extended
amount of time during the winter season, that you
should set the hot water tank to pilot and maintain
the heating system at a 60° range. We also encourage
shutting off your water at the meter and relieving the
pressure from the pipes by turning on a couple of
faucets at the lowest point.

The City of Darien has partnered with Advanced
Disposal to provide free Christmas tree pick-up again
this year. On the weeks of Jan. 2 and Jan. 9, 2017,
Advanced Disposal will collect Christmas trees left in
the parkway on your normal garbage day. For the trees
to be picked up, they must be free of all ornamentation,
including garland, lights, and tinsel. If the tree is bagged,
it will need a sticker to be picked up. If you have
any questions regarding this program, call city hall at
630-852-5000.
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Protect Darien’s storm drains—Only Rain in Storm Drains!
Have you ever wondered where exactly the stuff that
runs into a storm drain goes? The mysterious pipes hidden beneath those metal grates on your street corner
usually connect to a nearby river or creek. In some places,
storm drains send water underground, and these aquifers
are even harder to clean up than streams. That’s why
storm drains are only for the rain and snowmelt!
You can help ensure that our rivers and drinking water
sources are clean by keeping pollution out of neighborhood storm drains. Pledge to keep your storm drain clear
of leaves and debris and never dump anything into a
storm drain!

1. Keep storm drains clear

City and county crews work to keep storm drains clear,
but with thousands of drains across the state, they need
your help. You can reduce street flooding by keeping
storm drain grates clear of leaves and debris. Here’s how:
Take a look at the storm drain grates in front of your
home or business before and right after a rain or snow
storm. Check to make sure they are free of leaves and
debris.
Use a rake or pitch fork to clear leaves and debris from
the storm drain. Please use caution! Do not put your feet
or hands into the storm drain because dangerous debris
could collect there. Do not try to remove the grate, only
the debris on top of the grate. Dispose of leaves in your
yard waste container or compost bin.
When leaves fall into the street, rake them one foot
away from the curb so they won’t block the path of rain
water.

If you can’t clean a clogged storm drain yourself, notify
your city or county public works department that help is
needed.

2. Never dump in a storm drain

Dumping into a storm drain isn’t just wrong, it’s against
the law. Automotive fluid, paint, household materials,
pesticides: none of these things should be poured into a
storm drain where they end up polluting our rivers and
groundwater. Did you know that 90% of stream pollution is due to storm water run-off?
Draining your pool or hot tub to the storm drain? Not
ok. Better to send it into the sewer via a toilet, sink or tub
drain.
Washing cars on grass in your yard, or at a car wash will
keep the phosphates from entering streams and rivers.
Dumping out coffee or soda from your car? Instead of
pouring it into the street, pour it onto a lawn or planted
area where the soil can soak it up and break it down. Better yet, bring it inside and pour it down the sink.
If you change your oil at home, do it over the grass
where toxins can sink into the ground slowly, rather
than running off the driveway and into the storm drains.
If your car does leak oil onto your driveway, remove it
from the surface before it rains. Never pour oil down the
stormdrain!
Disposing of hazardous chemicals? Take hazardous
chemicals to a household hazardous waste top-off site. To
find one in your area visit earth911.com

More options for electronic recycling
Burr Ridge Electronic
Recycling Center

Burr Ridge is now a designated
Electronics Recycling Collection
center. This collection center
is located at the Public Works
building at 451 Commerce St. and
is sponsored by eWorks ESI, the
Village of Burr Ridge, and DuPage
County.
The center is staffed daily
from 7am to 3pm. There is a fee
for all televisions and monitors,
which can be paid in advance at
recycle.eworksesi.org or you may pay
the fee onsite.
For a complete list of acceptable
items, burr-ridge.gov.
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Lisle electronics recycling

In order to assist DuPage County
residents with collecting unwanted
electronics and to ensure
environmentally-responsible
recycling of these devices, DuPage
County and the Village of Lisle have
partnered with eWorks Electronics
Recycling Services, Inc. to develop
an electronics recycling drop-off
program to collect electronics on a
regular basis.
The Village of Lisle offers a site
for electronic recycling the third
Saturday of every month, from 8am
to 12pm at 925 Burlington Ave.
Televisions will be collected for a fee
that ranges from $25 to $35. For a
complete list of accepted items visit
recycle.eworksesi.org.

Television recycling thru
Advanced Disposal

With free electronic recycling
becoming harder to find, the City
of Darien refuse hauler, Advanced
Disposal, will be accepting
televisions for recycling.
You must place five (5) refuse
stickers on each, and call Advanced
to let them know you will be placing
the TV at the curb on your normal
refuse collection day. If you would
like the TV collected outside of your
normal refuse day, you can schedule
a special pickup for an additional
$25 trip charge.
All televisions will be properly
disposed of by Advanced Disposal.
Advanced can be reached at
708-409-9700.

Senior Corner

Protect yourself from scams!

There have been many scams reported to the Darien Police this year.
Some of these reported scams included:
• Gypsy related criminal activities including: home repair fraud, distracted
(RUSE) entry burglaries, residential burglaries (stealing valuables from
homes such as jewelry, money, other personal belongings)
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from the City of Darien water
department
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from Comcast Cable
• Callers claiming to be from the IRS, threatening arrest form past due taxes
and demanding credit card numbers
• Callers claiming to be from Microsoft and asking for personal information
or to remote access your computer
• Males calling residents claiming to be a federal agent and threaten arrest
for some alleged crime unless payment is made
• Males calling residents claiming to be a relative under arrest in another
state or country and in need of bond money

How to protect yourself:

• Never give out any personal information on the phone, especially
when you do not initiate the call.
• The City of Darien has an ordinance against soliciting! Anyone
wishing to go door to door to sell or solicit must have a solicitor permit

from the City of Darien. If in doubt call 911!!!!
• Never allow someone to perform driveway sealing or home
repairs on the spot. Ask for business cards and check on their business
reputation, end the conversation! Scammers will press a sense of urgency
to get the homeowner to immediately accept their proposal, where as a
reputable company will let you check their references!
• Never let someone into your home—Keep your storm or screen door
locked at all times. This will provide a secured barrier.
Do not allow anyone entry to your residence that you have not personally contacted and arranged an appointment. If someone claims they
need assistance, tell them you will contact the police and have them wait
outside—not in your home! If they say they are with a utility company,
call the utility company to verify the work, or call the police.
• If you are approached while you are outside your home, do
not let anyone roam your yard or property. This will give them an
opportunity to check for open doors and windows while you are being
distracted.
• When in doubt let us check it out!
For any police presence please call 9-1-1

Parkway tree trimming program begins
The City of Darien will be conducting their annual
Parkway Tree Trimming Program beginning in December. This year’s tree trimming program consists of trimming approximately 1,750 parkway trees, including Ash
trees with dead limbs, approximately 68 tree removals
and stump grinding. Below are the subdivisions to be
trimmed:
Farmingdale Ridge
Farmingdale South
Carriage Greens
Brookridge Creek
Rosewood
Sawmill Creek
Bailey Park
Marco Court
Villas of Carriage Greens
Lake in the Woods Townhomes

Norman Court
Brookhaven Manor
Pine Parkway
Knottingham Circle Condos
Regency Grove South
Pinehurst
Smart Oaks Glen
Westminster Circle
Carriage Way West

This year’s program also includes contract pricing for
the Private Property Tree Trimming Program to all residents. The price for the private property program is $70
per tree in the front yard, and $135 per tree in the back
yard. Residents may contact Ryan P. Countryman, Homer
Tree Care Inc. for private property work at 815-838-0320
or via email at Ryan@homertree.com beginning Mon.,
Dec. 2 through Fri., Feb. 17, 2017. (Private property tree
trimming will not commence until the city’s program is
complete).
For additional information regarding the Tree Trimming
Program please contact us at 630-353-8105.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110
Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1

630-776-1487
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858
Thomas M. Chlystek, Alderman, 4
708-505-9275
Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230
Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
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35 years of service

School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Darien Educational Foundation
mini-grant recipients

Congratulations and thank you
District #61 began the school year on August 22, 2016 by recognizing
various individuals based on their years of service to the school district.
Individuals pictured below have been working in District #61 for 15, 25,
and 35 years respectively.
Congratulations to these individuals and thank you for your continued
service.

15 years of service
Pictured, left to right: Dave Muenzing,
Board President Janine Kiwiet, Janet Boslett.

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Staff members achieve perfect
attendance for the
2015-2016 school year

Pictured, left to right: Teacher Julie Kowalski-Schmidt with
Darien District #61 Educational Foundation members,
Kris Sant and Jane Moss.

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary

Pictured, left to right: (back row) Board President Janine Kiwiet, Julie KowalskiSchmidt, (front row) Marcelo Dominguez, Renee Brennan, Joel Filas, Cheryl Halla,
Brigid Riley, Kristie Lupella, Lourdes Rosetes, Janel Glines. (Those not in photo:
Carole Berning, Amy Steffgen)

25 years of service
Pictured, left to right: (back row) Sarah Kenealy, Janet Boslett,
LeeAnn Lewis, (middle row) Board President Janine Kiwiet,
Thomas Bowler, Christopher Gobber, (front row) Diane
Nelson, Deana Jubeh, Nicole Kushta-Pelc.
Not in photo: Jaleel White

Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education

Board of Education election is April 4, 2017

Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Gregory Leban, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
Joseph Tortorich, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Pictured, left to right: Teachers Kristin Shell and Cheryl Halla
with Darien District #61 Educational Foundation members,
Kris Sant and Jane Moss.

Pictured, left to right: Board President, Janine Kiwiet, Julie Neary, Kim Granback,
Donna Pidde-Serpico.

Darien Public Schools District #61
will have four seats available in the
April 4, 2017 election. There will be
three (3) four-year and one (1) twoyear school board member positions
available.
Tues., Sept. 20 was the first
day that prospective school
board candidates could circulate
nominating petitions for signature
for the April 4, 2017 election.

More information on the
election process can be found at:
dupageco.org/Election/37317/
Mon., Dec. 12 is the first day
candidates may file nomination
petitions (with the election
commission).
Mon., Dec. 19 is the last day for
filing nominating petitions (election
commission office will be open until
5pm).

If you are interested in running
for the April 4, 2017 School Board
Election and/or wish further
information please contact:
David P. Lindstrom
Election Coordinator
David.Lindstrom@dupageco.org
Direct: 630-407-5622
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630-968-7505 • www.darien61.org

From the Superintendent

Superintendent’s
Advisory Committee
needs you!

Foundation awards two more grants
to promote the love of reading
by David May

Lifelong readers, lifelong learners.
Those four words capsulize the
objective of grants awarded this
fall by the Darien District 61
Educational Foundation to help
fund literacy programs at two of the
district’s schools.
As every teacher and every
parent knows, reading is indeed
fundamental. It’s not only an
essential lifetime skill, but it also can
be a lifelong passion. The foundation
is proud to have awarded nearly 20
individual grants for reading-related
programs since 2010.
One of the grants for the 2016–
2017 school year totaled $7,350 for
Eisenhower Junior High to continue
and expand its “One Book, One
School” program launched last
year. The program adapts a highly
successful community-focused
initiative already being used in
schools across the country.
For two semesters, each EJH
family will receive a copy of a
designated book, encouraging
students, family and school staff
16

to read the book together as a
community, “discussing, sharing and
enjoying.” As the teachers noted
in their grant request, in addition
to curriculum objectives, there’s
another goal: “Creating lifelong
readers, inspiring students to read
for pleasure, and providing fun
and social activities surrounding
the book.” The program will also
increase interactions between
parents, students and teachers,
which research has linked to bigger
gains in reading achievement.
The second grant awarded $2,150
for Mark DeLay School to acquire
a variety of books to launch an
Independent Reading Initiative.
As the DeLay teachers said in
their grant application, “the more
interested and successful a child
becomes in reading, the more he
or she will continue reading. A
positive reading
cycle begins. The
less a student reads,
the smaller the
reading progress.
The student loses
interest and a
downward cycle is
created.” Quoting
reading expert
Richard Alligton,
the teachers noted
that “kids not only
need to read a lot,
but they need lots
of books they can
read right at their
fingertips. They
also need books
that entice them,
attract them to
reading.”
The grant will

fund the purchase of a broad
selection of books for all the school’s
grade levels and different reading
levels. Students will have easy access
to the books before and after school,
in bus lines and at lunch.
Since the Foundation was
established in 2010, it has awarded
more than $56,000 in teacher
grants and direct aid to students.
To learn more about the literacy
programs funded over the years,
visit the “Grants Awarded” section
of the Foundation’s website,
darien61foundation.org. Also please
consider a year-end donation to help
advance the Foundation’s mission of
supporting educational excellence in
Darien District 61.
David May is a member of the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation’s
board of directors.

Over the last three years I have
been meeting with parents and
community members on a monthly
basis to share information and
receive feedback on our school
district. While those meetings have
been informative and well received,
finding a good time for everyone
has been a challenge.
So, this year I would like to try
a new approach for three of those
meetings. It is what I call:
Come see what we do in school…
This will give committee members
a chance to tour the buildings and
get into classrooms to see first hand
what goes on in the day of children
and staff in District #61.
I know this creates some
challenges for individuals that work,
but my hope is that knowing the
dates up front you might be able
to make schedule adjustments to
attend.
Mark DeLay, Lace and
Eisenhower are your schools.
You should see what is going on
during the day. You will also have a
chance to ask questions and share
information. The meetings will still
be structured to last one hour for
those needing to make schedule
arrangements.
The school visits will be:
Fri., Nov. 11 at 9:30am
at Mark DeLay School
Fri., Dec. 9. at 9am at Lace School
Thurs., Jan. 19, 2017 at 8:30am
at Eisenhower Junior High School
It is my hope that these
experiences will allow you to get an
idea of the work going on in your
schools, and connect our schools
with the community.
The remaining meeting dates are
scheduled for:
Feb. 28, 2017—Board of Education

2016–2017 School Calendar
Oct. 28
Oct. 31
Nov. 4
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 23–25
Dec. 16
Jan. 3
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan. 20
Jan. 27
Feb. 20
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Mar. 3
Mar. 17
Mar. 24
Apr. 3
Apr. 7
Apr. 14
Apr. 21
May 5
May 29
June 2
June 5–9

First Quarter Ends
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm/
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Parent-Teacher Conferences—12-8pm—NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Ends
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8am–1pm
County Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Third Quarter Ends
Schools Reopen
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
*These days will be declared Local Holidays if no days
are required for closing school during the year due to
an emergency. If these days are not required, then the
last day of pupil attendance will be as shown above.

meeting—this will give the
committee a chance to experience
a Board of Education meeting.
March 15, 2017—Mark DeLay
Spring Music Program
April 12, 2017—Mark DeLay/Lace
PTA meeting
If you are interested in
participating in the Superintendent’s

Advisory Committee this year let
me know. You can send an email
to me at bcarlo@darien61.org and
include Superintendent’s Advisory
Committee in the subject.
Dr. Robert M. Carlo
Superintendent,
Darien District #61
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Get to know your Darien Park District!

More details are available at darienparks.com

Did you know…
the Darien Park District offers many
affordable ways to get fit?

Did you know…
the Darien Park District
offers many holiday
events, close to home?

• Holiday Craft Show at the
Community Center on Nov. 12,
9am–3pm
• Pizza with Santa on Dec. 2,
6:30–7:45pm
• FREE Holiday Luncheon with
entertainment (50+ only, Dec. 13
at the Community Center)
• Holiday skating at Sportsplex
on Dec. 31, 12–3pm
• Inflatapalooza at Sportsplex on
Dec. 30, 11am–1pm

Fitness Center located at 7301 Fairview Ave. with affordable pricing, many
membership options and specials and discounts for residents 60 and over!
Many fitness classes for all levels, most of which average only $7–$9 per
class
Classes offered include: Yoga, Zumba, Pilates and more!

Did you know…
the Darien Park District
offers many non-sports
classes?

These include fun and affordable
classes for all ages, including:
• Piano Lessons and
Musical Theatre
• Chess Scholars
• Babysitting Classes
• Dog Obedience
• Heartsaver CPR & AED
training
• Medicare Seminars

Darien Park District Mission Statement
To provide the highest quality recreation programs, facilities, and parks,
that meet the needs and enrich the lives of all Darien Park District residents.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

Thank you

DarienFest
Partners & Sponsors!

Taste of India
7243 S. Kingery Hwy
Willowbrook, IL 60527
Aruna Saini
630-323-1333
thetasteofindia.us • tasteofindia1600@yahoo.com
At Taste of India, you will experience the finest food,
which perfectly combines the ancient traditions and
authentic flavors of India, all served to you with
traditional eastern hospitality. We pride ourselves
on providing our customers with delicious food
that is prepared fresh daily using the highest quality
ingredients. Taste of India offers a wide range of services
including dining, catering, delivery, and banquet parties.

April 22, 2017

Save the date!

Upcoming Events
Nov. 12
3rd Annual Dancing with the
Chamber Starz Gala Fundraiser
Ashton Place, 6:30pm
Nov. 16
Multi-Chamber Women In Business
Polka Dot Luncheon
Holiday Inn Carol Stream, 11am
Dec. 4
Darien Historical Society
Tree Lighting Ceremony
Old Lace School, 4pm
Dec. 14
Darien Chamber Holiday Party
Carrabba’s Italian Grill, 11:30am

Dancing
with the
Chamber
Starz
A Gala Event
Nov. 12

6:30pm–11:30pm
Ashton Place, Willowbrook

A heartfelt thank you to out-going
Chairman of the Board
Corinne Ganiec. Corinne served
a one-year term and will sit on the
board in 2017 as Past Chair.
Welcome
the Holidays
Dec. 4

Darien
Historical
Society

Tree
Lighting
Ceremony

Old Lace
School,
4pm
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An elegant event featuring:
Open Bar • Hors d’oeuvres
General Open Dancing for All
Dinner • Silent Auction
By Choice Raffle
Live Professional Performances
Dance Competition
Advance registration only by Nov. 4:
darienchamber.com
All proceeds support Darien Chamber
programs and services for local businesses

Darien Chamber Women
in Business celebrated
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month in October
with a Pink Ribbon
Lighting Ceremony

The Darien Chamber of Commerce
encourages residents to Shop Local
Shop Darien this Holiday Season.
Visit darienchamber.com for
Shop Local Shop Darien
Preferred Offers.
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Modell Funeral Home marks 61 years in business

F

rank Modelski, Sr. was a
pharmacy student when he
made a decision that changed
his life. He heard that being a
funeral director would be a good
way to support his family, so he
decided to give it a try. That was
the first step in creating the multigenerational family business, Modell
Funeral Home in Darien.
Modelski began working at
Pizer Funeral Home to learn the
business. He did well and eventually
graduated from the Worsham
College of Mortuary Science. On
May 5, 1955, Modelski opened his
own funeral home at 57th St. and
Pulaski in Chicago. In an effort
to attract clientele beyond the
Polish community, he modified the
name of his funeral home from
‘Modelski’ to ‘Modell.’ He and his
wife, Estelle, had an apartment in
the same building. Estelle, who
was a seamstress, sewed up all
the draperies for the business.
To support his family, Modelski
continued working at Pizer while
building his own business.
Modelski’s son, Frank, Jr., followed
his parents into the business. In
1983, Frank Jr. and his wife Fran
founded Modell Funeral Home in
Darien, working tirelessly to grow
the funeral home into the business
it is today. Frank Jr. and Fran now
run Modell with their daughter,
Christina and son-in-law, Andrew.
Frank Jr. and Fran’s daughter
Chris grew up living above the
Darien funeral home. She knew she
wanted to be in this business from
a very young age. “As a little girl, I
always knew,” she says. “I’d come
downstairs to watch everything
being done.” Brunsen’s interest
in the business showed itself in
surprising ways. “When it was
‘dress-up day’ at school—‘what do
you want to be when you grow
up?’—I would wear a black suit and
bring my briefcase with a death
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certificate,” she laughs.
Brunsen earned a marketing
degree from Miami University of
Ohio. She worked in marketing for
three years before deciding that
her childhood goal was a better
fit. She graduated from Worsham
College where she met her husband
Andrew and joined Modell Funeral
Homes as a licensed funeral director
and embalmer. Andrew previously
worked for another funeral home
before joining the family business in
2012.
Chris and Andrew now live in
the funeral home with their two
boys, ages five and seven. Chris is
proud to be the third generation
continuing the family business,
and she says there have been some
exciting new changes in the last few
years.
“We put on a 3,000 square foot
addition to the funeral home back in
2014. Along with the expansion, we
completely remodeled the funeral
home. We will also have new signs
installed at both the Cass Ave. and
Plainfield Rd. entrances on Nov. 5.”
Chris says these changes are part
of a new outlook people have about
the funeral experience.
“Our reasoning behind freshening
up and having a new logo and

new facility is to keep in line with
changing times. We want people
to feel comfortable. People are
finding that the funeral experience
is more of a celebration of life than
something to be sorrowful about,”
Brunsen notes. “Granted, yes, you
should be sad. But let’s celebrate the
fact that this person was here on
earth with us.”
Modell Funeral Home recently
marked 61 years in business and
now serves close to 400 families
a year. But even after three
generations in business, Chris says
the lessons of her grandfather have
not been forgotten.
“What we were taught from the
beginning by our grandfather was
to treat every person who comes
through the door as family,” Brunsen
says. “And that’s our motto. We treat
everyone as family.”
Modell Funeral Home is located
at 7710 S. Cass Ave., Darien.
630-852-3595, modelldarien.com

Around the Block

for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
Come eat pizza with Santa at the Darien Park
District Community Center
Did you know that next to cookies and milk, Santa’s
favorite food to eat is pizza? The Darien Park District
decided to invite Santa to join them for a pizza party
and they want you to be there too, Fri., Dec. 2 from
6:30–7:45pm at the Darien Park District Community
Center.
In addition to pizza and beverages, there will be crafts,
games and the opportunity to jump in the Park District’s
bounce house. Weather permitting, there will also be
a candy cane hunt outside at the end of the event, so
dress warm and bring your flashlight. Children ages 2
and up and adults must pre-register. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Activities are provided for
children ages 2–9. darienparks.com

IPPL offers Homebound Delivery

The Darien Historical Society
hosts a Turkey Raffle Nov. 18
The Darien Historical Society hosts a Turkey Raffle
on Fri., Nov. 18, from 6–10pm at Chuck’s Restaurant,
81st & Cass Ave. Pre-event discounted tickets may be
arranged with Debbie, 630-325-7325, or regular price
purchased at the door. Delicious pulled pork sandwiches
will be available along with a cash bar. In addition to
the hilarious traditional turkey raffle itself, a varied silent
auction will whet your hunting appetite. Profits from the
raffle support Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum at 75th
& Cass Ave. darienhistorical.org

Home delivery of library materials can be arranged at
no charge if an Indian Prairie Public Library cardholder
is permanently homebound due to age or disability,
or temporarily disabled for at least one month due
to illness or surgery. Books, including large print
and audio, movies, music and/or magazines can be
provided. 630-887-8760, homebound@ippl.info for more
information.

The Darien Park District hosts their
7th annual holiday craft show and sale
Calling all craft enthusiasts! The Darien Park District
announces their 7th annual holiday craft show and sale,
Sat., Nov. 12 from 9am–3pm at the Darien Park District
Community Center. If you love to craft, this is the
perfect opportunity to show off your talent.
All work must be original and handmade by the
vendor. All spaces are (10' x 8') and include a table and
chair. The seller fee is $35, with an additional fee of $10
if electricity is required. Anyone interested in exhibiting
can contact the Park District at 630-968-6400. The
holiday craft show and sale will be the perfect place to
find unique, one-of-a-kind, handcrafted holiday gifts and
will offer something for everyone. darienparks.com
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The Theatre of Western Springs is located at
4384 Hampton Ave. in Western Springs. SEASPAR.org,
630-960-7600.

Veterans Day and “Reflections Framed”
celebration at Cantigny Park Fri., Nov. 11
More than 2,000 luminary candles will blanket the
Cantigny Parade Field in honor of those who served
and sacrificed for our country, Fri., Nov. 11. Visitors may
walk through the rows of lights or observe the display
from three sides on a designated driving route. Inside
the Visitors Center, beginning at 5pm, all are invited
to “Reflections Framed,” a celebration benefiting the
Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans in Wheaton.
The First Division Museum will remain open until
9pm—its last day of operation in 2016. Programs and
parking on Veterans Day are free. 630-668-5161,
Cantigny.org

Lisle CVB’s community holiday food drive
runs through Dec. 30th
During the holiday months, the need for extra
assistance for families tends to increase and it is with
the community support through donations that make
it possible to help feed families for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. In the spirit of the holiday season, Lisle
Convention & Visitors Bureau will kick-start a holiday
food drive for Lisle Township Food Pantry.
The Holiday Food Drive runs through Dec. 30. You
can participate by dropping off non-perishable food
donations at the Lisle Village Hall lobby, 925 Burlington
Ave., Monday–Friday, 8am–5pm. All non-perishable
food collected will be delivered to the Lisle Township
Food Pantry before the holidays. For more information,
call 630-769-1000 or email homolka@stayinlisle.com

PRC’s Share the Spirit program provides gifts
to families in need

SEASPAR Holiday Spectacular promises cheer
and inspiration
The South East Association for Special Parks And
Recreation (SEASPAR) will host its 10th annual Holiday
Spectacular event on Mon., Dec. 5 at 7pm at the
Theatre of Western Springs.
The Holiday Spectacular is a showcase of SEASPAR
participants’ talents and abilities in various arts such as
theatre, dance and music. No tickets are necessary for
this free, all-ages event that will leave attendees inspired
and filled with holiday spirit!

For many of your neighbors in DuPage County, the
holidays are a time of stress and worry. The good news
is that you can change that and make the holidays
hopeful for your neighbors in need.
At the holidays, People’s Resource Center (PRC) will
be coordinating its annual Share the Spirit program
which provides holiday gifts for children in need. You
can help with the program by hosting a Share the
Spirit toy drive to collect new, unwrapped children’s
gifts or you can organize a fundraiser for the program.
Volunteers are also needed during Share the Spirit
pick-up-days to assist with organizing and distributing
donations. For more information about the Share the
Spirit program and the ways you can help, contact

Around the Block
Susan Manning at 630-682-5402, ext. 254 or via e-mail
at smanning@peoplesrc.org

See the tree lighting at Old Lace Schoolhouse
and Museum
Tree lighting is a family affair! Bring yours to Old
Lace Schoolhouse & Museum on Sun., Dec. 4 at 4pm.
The Darien Historical Society welcomes everyone to
enjoy Christmas carols sung by Eisenhower Junior High
students and the opportunity to talk to Santa indoors
while sipping hot chocolate with cookies, donated by
the Bank of Countryside. Thanks also to the Darien
Chamber of Commerce for the handsome bunting
decorating the 1859 building. Newly painted inside and
out, the museum visit will be a festive, local activity to
include in your holiday celebrations.

Holiday Craft Show
Sat., Nov. 12 9am–3pm
Community Center

SUNDAY

N O V E M B E R 2016
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
Please note:
Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual
organizations.

6

7
Administrative/
Finance Com.
6pm
Library
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

13

14
Adult Chess
Group
6pm
Library

Fantastic Families
10:30am
Library
Board of Fire and
Police Com.
5pm
Police Dept.

8
Election
Day
Peer Jury
6pm
City Hall

15
NaNoWriMo
Write-In
6-8:45pm
Library

Darien Historical
Society Turkey
Raffle
6pm
Chuck’s Cafe

Don’t miss the Westmont Winter Wonderland

20
Friends of the
Library Concert:
The Music of
Hank Williams
2pm
Library

PVPN presents Inherit the Wind at
Westview Middle School
The Progressive Village Performance Network (PVPN)
presents Inherit the Wind, a story about Tennessee
schoolteacher Bertram Cates who is put on trial for
violating the Butler Act, a state law that prohibits public
school teachers from teaching evolution instead of
creationism.
Inherit the Wind runs from Nov. 11–13 and Nov. 18–20
from 7:30–9pm at Westview Middle School. Tickets will
be available at the door and online at pvpnwestmont.com.

DuPageNeighbors.com

DARIEN

Coming To
America
2pm
Library

You won’t want to miss your chance to experience
the Westmont Winter Wonderland, Sat., Dec. 10 from
5–8pm at the Westmont Community Center. You’ll be
able to visit Santa and his elves in Santa’s Workshop,
learn about dogsledding and meet some real huskies
from Z-Team and board the Trackless Train for a ride
around the park. Bundle up as most activities will be
outdoors! Westmontparks.org

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

27

21

22

Meet and Greet
the Mayor
6-7pm
Police Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

28
Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall
Current Events
Group
7pm
Library

THURSDAY

2
Coding Club
4:30pm; Gr. 1-3
An Evening with
Author Jason
Reynolds
7pm, Library
Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

9

29

3
Whole Foods Kids
Club Storytime
11:45am; ages 3-6
Library

10
Cupcake
Creations
4:30pm; Gr. 3-6

Novel Idea Book
Club: Best Boy
7pm
Library

ComicCon(versations)
7pm

16
Coding Club
4:30pm; Gr. 1-3
Library
Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall
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30
Holiday Cookie
Decorating Class
7pm
Library

SATURDAY

4
#FBF: I Love the
90s
7pm
Library

5
ESL Conversation
Group
10am
Library

Succession
Planning
7pm
Library

Tech Club
4:30pm
Library

Short on Time
Book Club: Ten
Years in the Tub
10am
Library

NaNoWriMo
Write-In
6pm
Library

FRIDAY

What’s New with
Apple?
7pm, Library

17
Genealogy Group
1pm
Opera Lecture:
Don Quichotte
7pm

11

Veterans
Day

Shake, Shimmy &
Dance, 9:30am
League of
Legends 5v5
Tournament
5pm, Library

12
Holiday Craft
Show
9am-3pm
Community
Center
Converting
Pictures & Video
into Digital
10am
Library

18
Mug Decorating
7pm
Library

19
ESL Conversation
Group
10am
Library

Tech Talk: Hottest
Tech Gadgets for
the Holidays
7pm, Library

24

Happy
Thanksgiving

25

26

Mighty Mid-Kids
Gaming Night
5:30pm
Library

Send us your event
information!

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for January/February 2017 issue is
December 1, 2016

Don’t miss it!

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

Tree Lighting &
Visit with Santa

DuPageNeighbors.com

Dec. 4
4pm Lace School

DARIEN
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Financial News
Five forecasters

D E C E M B E R 2016
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

Send us your event
information!

Night of Dance,
Day of Infamy
7pm
Library

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for January/February 2017 issue is
December 1, 2016

SATURDAY

2
Pizza with Santa
6:20-7:34pm
Community
Center

3
ESL Conversation
Group
10am
Library

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees. Please check with individual
organizations.

4
Tree Lighting &
Santa Visits
4pm
Old Lace School

11

18

Adult Chess
Group
6pm, Library

5

Administrative/
Finance Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session, 7pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

6
Board of Fire and
Police Com.
6pm
Police Dept.

12

13

Adult Chess
Group
6pm
Library

Seniors Holiday
Luncheon
Community
Center

Current Events
Group
7pm
Library

Peer Jury
6pm
City Hall

19

20

Adult Chess
Group
6pm, Library

Merry
Christmas

28

26

Planning and
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

14
Novel Idea
Book Club: The
Japanese Lover
7pm
Library

21

8

9

10

Author Elizabeth
Berg: Make
Someone Happy
7pm
Library

15

16

Crime Readers
Book Club: Fat
Ollie’s Book
7pm
Library

22

17
ESL Conversation
Group
10am
Library

23

24

30

31

Planning &
Zoning Com,
7pm
City Hall

Meet & Greet the
Mayor, 6-7pm
Police Com., 6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session, 7pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

25

7

27
Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

28

29

Inflatapalooza
11am-1pm
Sportsplex

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

T

he Five Forecasters are five
indicators that, collectively,
have historically signaled
increasing fragility of the U.S.
economy and a transition to the
late stage of the economic cycle,
with increased potential of an
oncoming recession. Although bear
markets (defined as a 20% or more
drop in the stock market) are not
always accompanied by recessions,
more often than not they come
together. As a result, we believe
these indicators can be used to give
some advance warning of a bear
market. Currently, these indicators
are sending mostly mid-cycle signals.
Two of the five indicators are
flashing yellow and suggest the cycle
has moved past the midpoint, as we
suspect, while three indicators are
still benign.
The Five Forecasters are
signaling economic growth and the
continuation of the bull market.
The yield curve and LEI are sending
positive signals, while market
breadth offers confirmation of the
bull market. We may see a pickup in
stock market volatility and returns
may be modest over the next year
or two, but our leading indicators

and our general assessment of
the macroeconomic backdrop
suggest more gains for stocks may
potentially lie ahead.

Angelo Imbrogno is president of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
reference is historical and is no guarantee of future
results. Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured |
No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee | May Lose
Value | Not Guaranteed by any Government
Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit.
Securities and advisory services offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Happy
New
Year!

Holiday Skating
12-3pm
Sportsplex
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Neighbors of Darien

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482

info@neighborsmagazines.com

City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . . . . . . . . .  630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400, ext 122

