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A message from our mayor
“A test of a people is how it behaves toward the old. It is easy to love children.
Even tyrants and dictators make a point of being fond of children. But the
affection and care for the old, the incurable, the helpless are the true gold mines of
a culture.”
~Abraham J. Heschel

I want to remind our residents, and particularly senior citizens, to beware of
phone scams and home ruse burglaries. Many of these scams have become more
sophisticated, with crooks using computer technology and the internet to learn
details about you and trick you into giving them money. A recent phone scam
includes the caller claiming to be with the IRS and demanding payment to avoid
problems with the IRS. Simply put, don’t give money to people over the phone or to
strangers that come to your home.
Please join us for the third Annual Town Hall Meeting on Thurs., Sept. 24, from
7pm to 9pm at the Indian Prairie Library, 401 Plainfield Rd. Residents will have the
opportunity to meet and greet the following local taxing bodies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cass School District 63
Center Cass District 66
Darien Park District
Darien Public Schools District 61
Darien Woodridge Fire District
Downers Grove Township
Hinsdale South High School District 86
Indian Prairie Library
Tri-State Fire District

The Darien Chamber of Commerce will also participate. Register and submit
questions for any taxing body online at darienchamber.com or contact Darien City
Hall at 630-353-8101.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Why do
we even
care about
helping
others?

“The impersonal hand of government can never replace
the helping hand of a neighbor.”
~Hubert H. Humphrey

“S

ocial Responsibility”
is so important to
community that Neighbors
Magazines includes it in the six
basic components that define
community: governance, education,
recreation, culture, commerce and
social responsibility. In 2012, over
60% of Darien residents reported
charitable donations on their tax
returns, totaling over $17,156,000.
Add in unreported donations and
the figure is closer to 83% of those
who donated money, according
to a Gallop Poll. Several studies
of volunteer time for not-for-profit
organizations indicate that about
27% (ages 16 and up) donate time.
In a Gallop Poll study, 65% said they
volunteered time in the past year.
In many studies the United States
ranks at, or near, the top in the
world, with regard to individual
donations of time and treasure.
Over 75% of Americans agree
that “social responsibility” is an
important ingredient in a successful
community.

What is social responsibility,
why is it important, and how
does it impact our lives in
Darien?

Wikipedia tell us that “Social
responsibility is an ethical
framework which suggests that
an entity, be it an organization or
individual, has an obligation to act
for the benefit of society at large.
Social responsibility is a duty every
individual has to perform so as to
maintain a balance between the
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economy and the ecosystems.”
Maybe social responsibility starts
at home. When you cut the grass it
makes you feel good. Your neighbor
will appreciates it, too. Placing a
paper bag in a recycling bin doesn’t
do much for you, but in a very small
way you’ve just made the world a
better place to live. Drop a buck in
the Salvation Army bucket and you
make the world a better place…for
someone else. But when you step
out and donate your time, that’s
when you really start to embrace
social responsibility.
Are you going to DarienFest?
While you’re there, consider the
hundreds of volunteers from the
community that make this festival
possible. Organizations like the
Darien Lions Club, the Darien
Chamber of Commerce, the
Darien VFW, and the Darien Park
District are just samples of local
organizations represented.
Every month Neighbors Magazines
receives hundreds of press releases
announcing upcoming events
in Kane and DuPage counties.
Our list of over 400 not-for-profit
organizations is just a very small
part of the 1.5 million registered
charities in the U. S. The 62 million
Americans (27%) who volunteer
50 hours per year (Bureau of Labor
Statistics) says something about
the culture of giving in America.
Drill that down to the town level
and we find a very strong sense of
responsibility to help each other
within our community. If national
statistics can be applied, 4,000 to

5,000 Darien residents put in about
250,000 hours of time supporting
the charities of their choice.
“[Social responsibility] starts with
getting people involved. If people
want to work with the Lions, they
can give us a call. The biggest thing
that we have to do is get people
involved. That’s what we do.,” said
Doug Barnes, President, Darien
Lions Club. The Darien Lions Club
is almost 150 members strong.
“Charitable organizations
contribute immensely to
community,” says Tim Sullivan,
publisher of Neighbors Magazines.
“From youth organizations that help
build a path for future contributors
to senior organizations who give
service in thanks to those who
have spent a lifetime as productive
citizens. Perhaps one of the greatest
misconceptions is that charities exist
primarily to support the indigent
and poor. While important, that
segment is just a slice of the culture
of social responsibility.”
In addition to charitable activities
to help the needy and less fortunate
Lions International programs
address drug awareness, diabetes
awareness, hearing and speech,
working with the deaf, supporting
citizenship, educational services and
health initiatives. Major fundraising
events for the Darien Lion’s club
include 4th of July parade, Darien
Fest, a Halloween party, Candy Day,
and a pancake breakfast. According
to the their website, the club’s
recently chartered foundation has
raised $201,000 toward their target
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Why do we care?
of $250,000.
Another group making great
contributions to the Darien
community is the Darien Rotary
Club. Past President Ron Broida
points out that, “through our
(Darien Rotary) backpack program,
we provide weekend lunches for
grade school children who need to
eat; we provide dictionaries to all
third graders in Darien; our grantsin-aid program supports charities
and good causes in the community
and beyond—tens of thousands of
dollars have gone, and are going,
to worthy applicants. The Darien
Rotary Club is one of almost 35,000
Rotary Clubs worldwide.”
“All of us have the potential to
be vulnerable in our lives when
unemployment occurs, a medical
crisis happens, aging is more
complicated than we expected
or quite simply, life does not go
as planned,” says Melinda Kintz,
Executive Director, Batavia United
Way. “But sometimes we need to
call upon the experts. Our goal is to
ensure these services are available
if/when the time comes for the
betterment of all.”
Studies report many benefits
of individual social responsibility:
improved relationships within
the community, improved
communications between socioeconomic classes, better education
for poor and rich alike, less
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Quick facts about nonprofits
Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics
depression, improved health overall,
lower crime rates, and happier
lifestyle.
In a 2001 study, Independent
Sector, a charity umbrella group,
found that 84% of charitable donors
said they give time and treasure
because believe they can improve
the welfare of others. This begs the
question: why is someone else’s
welfare important and why would
such a large majority care?
For the many organizations and
professionals studying this question,
it has been difficult to pinpoint an
answer. Is it for tax deductions?
According to Independent Sector
only 20% of households that
contribute cite the tax deduction.
Is it religion? Gallop Poll says “…
religious Americans are just as
likely as nonreligious Americans
to report nonreligious giving
and volunteering.” Perhaps it has
something to do with gender? There
is no difference in self-reported
involvement with charitable activity
or donations by gender, according to
Gallop Poll.
Eugene Tempel, executive director
of the Center on Philanthropy at
Indiana University, says their studies
have found varying motivations.
“Typically, people give because they
identify with a cause…there are
people who feel a responsibility to
give back…and often people will say
if they are asked by the right person,

they will give.”
“I personally believe that we
all have a social responsibility
to do our part in taking care of
the community we live in,” says
Michelle Meyer, Executive Director,
Mutual Ground, Aurora. “Whether
someone is acting as an individual,
part of an organization, corporation,
church or club, we all have an
obligation to make a positive impact
on society while we are here living
on this earth.”
“It seems then, we give because
we are good. The part of the
American character that is hopeful
and generous—while flawed, while
not perfect—is fundamentally intact,”
concludes Albert Oetgen, NBC
News (Nov. 20, 2006).
If Rotary and the Lions Club
are any examples, Darien is a
community comprised of people
who take care of each other. “Social
responsibility means helping those
in need and that is what we do,”
says Ron Broida, Darien Rotary
Club.
For more information about
Social Responsibility, including
opportunities to give time
and treasure locally, go to
DuPageNeighbors.com.

Nonprofit Organizations
1,521,052 tax-exempt organizations, including:
1,050,318 public charities
101,558 private foundations
369,176 other types of nonprofit organizations, including chambers
of commerce, fraternal organizations and civic leagues.
(Source: NCCS Business Master File 4/2015)
In 2010, nonprofits accounted for 9.2% of all wages and salaries paid
in the United States.
(Source: The Nonprofit Almanac, 2012)
Nonprofit Share of GDP was 5.3% in 2014.
(Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis)
There are an estimated 316,532 congregations in the United States
in May 2015.
(Source: American Church Lists)
Public charity finances
In 2012, public charities reported over $1.65 trillion in total revenues
and $1.57 trillion in total expenses. Of the revenue:
21% came from contributions, gifts and government grants.
73% came from program service revenues, which include
government fees and contracts.
6% came from “other” sources including dues, rental income, special
event income, and gains or losses from goods sold.
Public charities reported over $3 trillion in total assets in 2012.
(Source: NCCS Core Files 2012)
Volunteering and Charitable Giving
Charitable giving in America: some facts and figures
Approximately 25.4% of Americans over the age of 16 volunteered
through or for an organization between September 2009 and
September 2013. This proportion has remained relatively constant
since 2003 after a slight increase from 27.4% to 28.8% in 2003.
(Source: Current Population Survey, September 2013)
Charitable contributions by individuals, foundations, bequests, and
corporations reached $316.23 billion in 2012, an increase of 0.6% from
the revised 2011 estimates and after adjusting for inflation. Of these
charitable contributions:
Religious organizations received the largest share, with 32% of total
estimated contributions.
Educational institutions received the second largest percentage,
with 13% of total estimated contributions.
Human service organizations accounted for 13% of total estimated
contributions in 2012, the third largest share.
Individuals gave $228.93 billion in 2012, an increase of 3.9% from
2011.
(Source: Giving USA 2013)
Foundation Giving
Foundations gave $50.9 billion in 2012, up just less than 1% from 2011.
Of total giving in 2012:
72% came from individual (living donors)
4% came from corporations (excludes corporate foundations)
8% came from individuals (bequest)
16% came from foundations.
(Source: The Foundation Center, 2013)
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Last branch pick-up for 2015—Oct. 26–30

City of Darien offers 50/50 parkway tree planting program
Parkway Tree Planting Program at 630-353-8105 or
e-mail lklemm@darienil.gov for additional information
or to place your order. The deadline to order trees is
Sept. 25.
The following trees are available for the parkways:

The City of Darien is now taking orders for the 2015
Parkway Tree Planting Program. The program is a 50/50
cost share program between the city and the resident.
The cost includes the purchase, planting, mulching and
one (1) year guarantee of the trees.
Please contact Lisa at the City of Darien for the 50/50
Diameter*

Species

Planted Price Per
Tree

City Cost

Resident
Cost

2.5"

American Linden

$375

$187.50

$187.50

2.5"

Norway Maple

$375

$187.50

$187.50

2.5"

Honeylocust Skyline

$370

$185

$185

2.5"

Red Maple

$440

$220

$220

2.5"

Chanticleer Pear

$385

$192.50

$192.50

2.5"

Freeman Maple

$420

$210

$210

2.5"

Sugar Maple

$400

$200

$200

The City of Darien is pleased to be able to offer
FREE BRANCH PICKUP for all residents within our
boundaries. To help keep the streets clean and our
crews on schedule, please stack the branches neatly
by the curb on the Sunday before the pickup week.
The chipper can accept branches up to 6" in diameter.
Please do not tie the branches or put them in garbage
cans. All other yard waste such as grass clippings and
flowers should be disposed of through our yard waste
program with Advanced Disposal.
All branches need to be out no later than the
Sunday night prior to the designated pick up week.
The chipping crew can make only one pass and may
complete your street as soon as Monday morning.
Residents can also take their branches to the
Municipal Services Facility, located at 1041 S. Frontage
Rd., and place at the designated location, labeled as
“Branches.” Branches will be accepted seven days a
week from 5am until 11pm. Landscape companies
hired to help with your branches may also take them to
Municipal Services.
If you have any questions regarding branch pick up,
please contact Municipal Services at 630-353-8105.

*4 inch diameter trees are available—Call 630-353-8105 for pricing

Private property tree program

The City of Darien is offering
residents a chance to take advantage
of special pricing for planting trees
on their private property. The city
has selected Beary Landscaping to
be the vendor for the 2015 Tree
Planting Program and has included
contract pricing of various private
property tress. The cost includes the
purchase, planting, mulching and
one (1) year guarantee of the trees.
Please contact Mike at Beary
Landscape for private property tree
planting at 815-838-4100.
The deadline to order private
property trees is September 25.
The table at right shows trees that
are available for private property
planting.
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Diameter

Species

Resident Cost—
Planted Price

2.5"

American Linden

$435

2.5"

Norway Maple

$435

2.5"

Honeylocust Skyline

$435

2.5"

Red Maple

$475

2.5"

Chanticleer Pear

$440

2.5"

Aristocrat Pear

$440

2.5"

Swamp White Oak

$460

2.5"

Freeman Maple

$460

2.5"

Sugar Maple

$445

2.5"

Kentucky Coffeetree

$465

2.5"

Purple Maple

$475

2.5"

Northern Red Oak

$460

2.5"

Little Leaf Linden

$435

2.5"

Smoothleaf Elm

$440

Fall leaf pickup
The City of Darien will again be providing fall leaf pick-up FREE OF
CHARGE to residents. The program will run from Oct. 5–Nov. 28 of this
year, and will take place weekly on your normal garbage day. The leaves
should be placed in brown kraft paper yard waste bags or in plastic garbage
cans. If you use garbage cans, please place “YARD WASTE ONLY” labels
on the cans so the driver can identify them as leaf pickup. (These labels are
available at city hall)
Residents are not permitted to rake leaves into the street. Raking leaves
into the street can cause serious local flooding for you and your neighbors.
If you have any questions, please contact Paul Nosek at 630-353-8104.
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Electric and gas supplier solicitations

Be safe this Halloween
Halloween can be a spooky time of the year
for motorists and pedestrians as trick-or-treaters
walk in and near roadways. In fact, the American
Automobile Association (AAA) Foundation for
Traffic Safety reports that Oct. 31 is one of the
deadliest nights of the year for pedestrians.
AAA urges motorists to slow down and drive
with caution, especially in low-lit neighborhoods
between the hours of 4pm and midnight when
pedestrians are most vulnerable. Also, if you plan
to attend a Halloween party, arrange a sober
driver to avoid the risks of impaired driving.
“Halloween can be a fun night for spooky
celebrations and pranks, but impaired driving is
no joke,” said Jennifer Cook, senior manager of
corporate communications at AAA Washington.
“Many vehicle-pedestrian crashes and fatalities can
be prevented if drivers don’t get behind the wheel
after drinking.”
According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), from 2007–2011,
52% of all national vehicle related fatalities
occurring on Halloween night involved a drunk
driver.
Tips from AAA on ways motorists can help
keep roadways safe this Halloween:
• Avoid driving through neighborhoods. If
possible, avoid cutting through residential streets
where trick-or-treaters are likely to be.
• Watch for children in the street. Trick-ortreaters may not pay attention to cars and cross

mid-block or between parked cars.
• Slow down. According to the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety, a pedestrian is
more than twice as likely to be killed if they are
hit by a car traveling at 35 mph compared to 25
mph. What seems like a small difference—just
10 mph—can be the difference between life and
death.
• Drive sober. Always designate a driver if you
plan to drink.

Simple steps for parents to help keep
trick-or-treaters safe:

• Check costumes. Choose disguises that do
not obstruct vision, opt for non-toxic face paint
instead of masks, and add reflective material or
tape to keep kids visible.
• Trick-or-Treat together. AAA recommends
that parents accompany young trick-or-treaters.
• Make a plan. Review trick-or-treat safety
precautions and plan your route ahead of time.
Remind children never to cross the street midblock or from between parked cars.
• Buckle up. If driving trick-or-treaters between
neighborhoods, always use appropriate seat belts
or car seats and have children exit and enter on
the passenger side of the vehicle.
The City of Darien does not restrict Trick-orTreat hours, but suggest daylight hours for safety.

There are many companies currently soliciting
residents for electric and gas supply. These companies
are not affiliated with the City of Darien. The only
company the city has contracted with is Constellation

Electric. The City of Darien recommends that you never
give out any personal information to a solicitor that calls
or comes to your door.

Senior Corner
Darien Police Department has Senior Service
Officers

Keep a “File of Life”

In October of 2012 Darien Police Chief Ernest
Brown sent two police officers to specialized training
to better assist the Darien senior citizen population.
Officers Lauren Renner and Marina Liska became the
Darien Police Department’s Elder Services Officers.
Since the start of this program the Elder Services
Officers have been busy meeting with Darien senior
citizens and assisting them with important services. For
questions regarding the City of Darien Elder Services
Officers Program you can contact officer Lauren
Renner at lrenner@darienil.gov or officer Marina Liska at
mliska@darienil.gov, or call 630-852-5000.

A “File of Life” kit contains a standardized medical
information card in a magnetic pouch which is
designed to be placed on the front of a refrigerator.
There is also a smaller card and pouch to be carried
in a purse or wallet. These cards will help police and
emergency response teams have instant access to
medical information and therefore be able to act more
quickly in emergency situations. Each kit comes with
instructions on how to complete and maintain the
medical information on the cards. Several thousand kits
have already been distributed. They are available at the
township office 4340 Prince St. in Downers Grove. A
$1 donation is requested.

Darien has subsidized taxi service

Get help with home maintenance

City of Darien Pilot II Subsidized Taxi Service
provides transportation needs using coupons that
reduce the cost of taxi fares. This program serves Darien
residents who are senior citizens (65+) and persons
with disabilities (must be documented). Participants
must first register at the Darien City Hall by completing
a program registration form and having a picture taken
for an identification card issued within 2–4 weeks. Ride
coupons have face value of $5 each and cost $2.50 each
(City of Darien subsidizes ½ of the cost). Please contact
Darien City Hall for further details and information at
630-852-5000.

DuPage Senior Citizen Council Home Maintenance
Program is available for senior citizens in DuPage
County. This program provides affordable repair
services so seniors can maintain the safety and value
of their homes. For more information please call:
630-620-0804.

“Vintage Times”—Senior programming on DCT6
“The Vintage Times,” produced by the Township
of Downers Grove in cooperation with the Village of
Downers Grove, is aired on Darien Cable Television
channel 6 daily at 4pm. This program contains
interesting and relevant information pertaining to senior
citizens.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Thomas M. Chlystek, Alderman, 4
708-505-9275

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

630-776-1487
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Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Darien Town Hall Meeting
Sept. 24, 7–9pm
Indian Prairie Public Library

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
Sept. 8 & 21 and Oct. 5 & 19
13
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

At left, exterior
classroom doors at
Eisenhower Jr. High
School that were no
longer used were
replaced (below)
with new, energy
efficient windows.

Summer building projects
This summer was very busy for District #61 as a number of projects were
completed prior to the beginning of the year.
All three District Schools received new heating and air conditioning
units as the old heating units were replaced as they reached the end of
their useful life. This project included the removal and installation of units,
reworking of duct work on the interior of the buildings and the addition of
heating elements within classrooms.
Additionally, all the original student bathrooms were gutted and
remodeled. While this was a messy project, students now have updated
facilities to use within all the schools. The bathrooms were updated with
lighting, fixtures, tile and paint and look terrific.
Finally, original exterior classroom doors that were not used were replaced
with more efficient windows and window coverings.
See below and opposite page for various pictures of the projects that went
on this summer.

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High

All student bathrooms
were remodeled this
summer. Top left shows
before; above right shows
work in progress

Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

New HVAC units were installed at all three District 61
schools over the summer.

Board of Education
Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Gregory Leban, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
14

Review the District 61 budget
The Darien Public Schools Tentative Budget is on display for community
review until Sept. 25. Anyone wishing to review the budget can contact the
District Office at 630-968-7505 to obtain a copy of the tentative budget. A
copy is also available on the district website.
The Final draft of the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget will be voted on by the
Darien District #61 Board of Education at their meeting on Sept. 25. Prior
to the vote the Board will conduct a public hearing on the budget.

Above, a Lace School
classroom before work
began; at left the classroom
receives new duct work
and heating elements.
Above, a Mark DeLay School classroom gets
new paint.
15
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District #61 applauds
staff members on their
continued education

District #61 welcomes new staff
Mark DeLay School:

Ashley Daly—Resource
Ashley Frye—Kindergarten Teacher
Paul Black—Social Worker
Michelle Whitfield—Secretary

Lace School:

Lauren Zembruski—Resource
Delana Valadez—Resource

Eisenhower Junior High
School:
Deana Jubeh—Resource
Sumayya Saeed—Resource

District:

Christopher Gobber—Bus Driver
Lillie Lillie—Food Service Director

Special education
services are available
Darien Public Schools, District
#61, in conjunction with the
LaGrange Area Department of
Special Education (LADSE provides
services for children with special
needs. Anyone having concerns
about a child with potential special
needs may contact the local public
school. The district will provide,
upon request, information regarding
parent and child rights in special
education. A list of free or lowcost legal services, in addition to
the District’s policies, procedures,
rules and regulations regarding the
identification and evaluation of
children with special needs is also
available. This information will be

Augustana College
Becky Knapp, Sally Sinow

we have undertaken removal of
these materials, however, some still
remains in various locations within
the buildings.
These materials are periodically
inspected and maintained intact

and are safe to the occupants. If you
desire more information regarding
these materials, please stop by your
school office and they will provide
you with the information.

Aug. 27
Aug. 28
Aug. 31
Sept. 7
Sept. 25

Benedictine University
Amy Steffgen, Jen Manescalchi,
Sera Bocian, Jorie Kaspar

Nov. 6
Nov. 23

Learner’s Edge/
Augustana College
Sera Bocian
can be found at:
darien61.org/curriculum.cfm?subpage
=1042970

Aug. 26

Oct. 12
Oct. 30

LaVerne University
Bob Johnson, Kim Schultz,
Mandy Bowers

provided in the native language of
the person making the request.
Additional information

2015–2016 School Calendar

Aurora University
Bob Johnson, Haley Nelson,
Mandy Bowers, Roy Wolski

Concordia College
Brittany Polly, Heather Petersen
Melissa Stawarski, Michelle Bossy

Keeping school buildings safe is an ongoing effort
Darien School District #61 is
required to notify all parents,
guardians, faculty, and staff of
asbestos containing building
materials present within the
school buildings. Over the years

Over the past year, many of
our teachers have continued their
education at various local colleges.
In all, 99 credit hours were earned.
We would like to recognize these
staff members:

National Louis University
Keith Bartelmey
Olivet Nazarene College
Kelly Glennon
Purdue University
Michelle Sleboda

Nov. 24
Nov. 25–27
Dec. 18
Jan. 4, 2016
Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 22
Jan. 29
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 15
Mar. 4
Mar. 11
Mar. 25
Mar. 28
Apr. 4
Apr. 8
Apr. 15
May 6
May 30
June 7

Managing pests
According to provisions of Public Act 91-0525 and
Public Act 91-0099, the school will notify parents,
guardians, and school employees two business days
prior to pesticide applications on or in school property.
Antimicrobial agents, insecticide baits, and rodenticide
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baits are excluded from this notification requirement.
Currently the district only uses traps provided by
Anderson Pest Control. Megan Stoltz, Chief School
Business Official, is responsible for the oversight of pest
management.

June 8–10
June 13–14

Volunteer Workshops for Teaching Staff/
New Teachers’ Workshop
Teachers’ Institute
Teachers’ Institute
First Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
First Quarter Ends
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm/
Parent-Teacher Conferences 5–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Parent-Teacher Conferences 12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Ends
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences 5–8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8–11am
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
County Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
NO SCHOOL
Spring Vacation Begins
Schools Reopen
Third Quarter Ends
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
*These days will be declared Local Holidays if no days
are required for closing school during the year due to an
emergency. If these days are not required, then the last
day of pupil attendance will be as shown above.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Skate School

Darien Park
District Annual
HoeDown
Come join the fun Sun., Sept. 27
from 12–5pm at Darien
Community Park for the
annual Fall Hoedown! This is a
perfect family-friendly event
featuring pony rides,
inflatables, hay rides,
pumpkin patch, petting zoo,
games, food and FUN! Punch
cards for activities will be sold
at the event.
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Skate School is an ISI program where you or your
child will learn the fundamentals of ice skating. There
are a variety of ice skating classes for all ages and levels,
so the entire family can enjoy class. At the end of each
session participants will be tested by their instructor

and will have to pass to move on to the next level.
Our winter session is Oct. 15 to Dec. 19. Registration
deadline will be Oct. 12. For more information visit
the website at darienparks.com or contact Cindy Foggia,
Skate School Director at cfoggia@darienparks.com.

Little Hawks Hockey
This fall the Darien Sportsplex and Hawks Hockey
Club are now offering four Learn to Skate classes on
Sundays! Learn to Skate is a great way to get your
hockey enthusiast on the ice building the foundation
for their future hockey career. A new Sunday class
has also been added to our Little Hawks program for
parents and their kids! This parent and child Learn
to Play Hockey class will get you and your child on
the ice together where you will learn stick handling
and shooting from our Hawks coaches. For more
information please visit the website at darienparks.com or
contact Rob Newburg at rnewburg@chicagohawks.com.
Session starts the week of Nov. 15.

Darien Park District Super Rec
Winter Soccer
If you’re looking to get your child into soccer the
Darien Sportsplex has the program for you! Our Super
Rec League is lead by the nationally acclaimed Eclipse
Select Soccer Club where your child will learn drills
and skills from their professional coaches. This league
is for players Pre-K to 8th grade, they will be divided
into divisions and teams based upon their age and
ability. All teams will be coached by parent volunteers
and have one practice and one game per week. The
winter indoor session begins Nov. 4, registration ends
Oct. 25. For more information please visit the website
at darienparks.com or contact Hannah Sterricker at
hsterricker@darienparks.com.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Thank You! to our DarienFest
Partners and Sponsors

Welcome new chamber members

9Round 30 Min. Kickbox Fitness
1001 W. 75th St., Suite 161B, Woodridge, IL 60517
Cindy Sciaky
630-930-8439
Our 30 minute
full body workout
changes every day, so no risk of boring routines! There
are no class times, making it extremely convenient and
you receive personal attention and motivation from our
trainers at no extra charge during every workout.
CWA Accounting LLC
Jason Hulst
630-964-9858
CWA Accounting
is a full service
accounting and
investment firm with offices in Darien and DeKalb.
We can provide personal and business tax preparation,
payroll services, bookkeeping, financial accounting and
most general accounting services. Jason Hulst leads the
organization and has been practicing for 20 years.
Liberty Mutual Insurance
24402 W. Lockport St., Suite 124
Plainfield, IL 60544
Dylan Hayes
815-436-6827
Ext. 56416
Cell: 815-302-0909
Office Fax: 815-436-4731
Liberty Mutual Insurance specializes in Auto, Home,
and Life Insurance, as well as Annuities and 401K
rollovers. We take the time to go over our customer’s
needs, and help them select the coverage that is right for
them. All of our products and services are designed to
help our customers live safer, more secure lives.
FranCenter Inc.
1510 Plainfield Rd., Suite 1
Darien, IL 60561
Al Marciante
630-541-8162
FranCenter is a not-for-profit organization that provides
children, adults, and families with tutoring, counseling,
psychological-educational testing and ADHD testing.
We have been serving the community for over three
decades! Individually designed, FranCenter customizes
each program for client success.
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Upcoming Events
Sept. 11–13 28th Annual DarienFest
Sept. 11, DarienFest Opening Ceremony
& 911 Memorial, 5:30pm
Sept. 13, Darien’s Got Talent, 1pm
3rd Annual Pet Parade, 2pm
DWB Paint the Town Pink
Adirondack Chair Auction
Darien Community Park
Sept. 24
Darien Town Hall Meeting
Indian Prairie Library, 7pm
Sept. 29
DCC Coffee Connection
First Merchants Bank, 8am
Oct. 1
Paint the Town Pink Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Clock Tower, TBA
Oct. 20
What Women Want Mini Expo—
Paint the Town Pink Fundraiser
Wild Orchid Salon, 5pm
Oct. 28
Health & Wellness Fair
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Cafe, 1–7pm
Save the Date: Dancing with the Chamber Starz
Nov. 14, Ashton Place

Feel good about
yourself: Mini Expo
Shopping • Networking • Food
Wine • Raffles

Oct. 20, 5–8pm, $5 donation
Wild Orchid Salon, 7511 Lemont Rd., Darien
Join the Darien Women in Business for this great
evening of fun and fundraising for the Paint the Town
Pink Fund which provides meals to women in Darien
undergoing cancer treatments.
Register online at darienchamber.com by Oct. 10.

Darien Health & Wellness Fair
Oct. 28, 1–7pm
Chuck’s Cafe, 8025 S. Cass Ave., Darien
Nothing feels as good as HEALTHY…come and get
your health on. See exhibits and meet Darien health
providers who will help you be as healthy as you can be.
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Four paws and a wet nose
can save a wounded
veteran’s life

emotional support to help Lintz
cope with his PTS. “I can’t always
tell my wife what I’m going through;
I don’t want her suffering anymore,”
says Lintz, who served more than
30 years in the U.S. Army. “Every
day I have to put on my Superman
suit for the people around me, but I
can tell my dog anything. He listens
and he understands me without
judgment.”
“We take great care to identify
dogs with the right personality to
help someone with PTS,” says John
Moon, director of client programs
and community engagement for
NEADS. “Only 50% of all the dogs
we train will qualify to work with
humans, and fewer will be right for
working with veterans.”
Dogs train for months—Niles
trained for a year and a half—as
veteran service dogs. Service dogs
learn to do a variety of tasks, such

as stabilize veterans with mobility
issues as they walk, climb stairs,
sit or stand; turn lights off and on;
open doors and retrieve dropped
items (Niles can pick up a single
sheet of paper from the floor).
They also learn to recognize and
respond to a veteran’s emotional
state, providing calm, comfort and
emotional support.
And while all service dogs receive
task and obedience training, those
helping veterans with PTS must
have a special personality.
“We choose the most stable dogs
for PTS veterans, and we train
them in a variety of situations and
settings so that no matter what they
experience when they’re working
with their veteran, no matter what
sights or sounds they’re exposed to,
they’ll be able to do their job and
provide a stabilizing effect for that
veteran,” Moon says.

While NEADS and PAWS
provide dogs to veterans for free,
it costs tens of thousands to train
just one dog. Moon says NEADs
spends about $47,000 to fully train
a service dog for a veteran, and
PAWS’ website says it spends about
$25,000. The support of the Purple
Heart Foundation is vital in helping
NEADS and other organizations
continue to provide dogs to
veterans, Moon says. To make a
donation in support of veterans, visit
purpleheartfoundation.org.
His pain controlled by a morphine
pump, and with Niles by his side,
Lintz now volunteers for PAWS as
his way of giving back and helping
other veterans.
“I could never repay them for
what they’ve done for me,” he says.
“They gave me my best friend. They
gave me a dog who saved my life.”
Brandpoint

Make a difference: How to get involved in your Darien community

C

Service dog Niles and his human companion, retired Infantry and Special Operations Officer Roger Lintz.

ombat-wounded veterans
often face a new kind of
battle when they return
home. Of the 51,000 service
members that the Congressional
Research Service reports have been
injured in Iraq and Afghanistan,
thousands have come home to find
that not even the love and support
of family and friends is enough to
help them cope with their physical
and mental health disabilities. They
struggle with physical challenges,
depression, post-traumatic stress
(PTS) and suicidal thoughts.
For some of those veterans,
salvation comes with four paws and
a wet nose.
“I was done. I was ready to leave
this body and this pain,” says Roger
Lintz, a now-retired Infantry and
Special Operations officer who
suffered a back injury while on
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combat duty in Iraq. Two botched
surgeries to repair the damage
left him severely disabled and
in excruciating pain. “I had it all
planned out. I knew how I was
going to end it.”
Lying in bed, pistol in hand, “I just
couldn’t do it,” he recalls. “I couldn’t
do it in front of my dog.”
In February 2012, while between
surgeries, the father of two was
paired with Niles, a five year old,
100 pound chocolate lab, by Paws
for Purple Hearts. The non-profit
organization trains and provides
service dogs free of charge to
veterans with physical disabilities
and PTS. The group is one of
the many veterans’ organizations
supported by the Purple Heart
Foundation, the fundraising arm of
the Military Order of the Purple
Heart. The foundation also supports

other non-profits that provide
service dogs to wounded veterans,
such as NEADS (neads.org).
“Service dogs are making the lives
of wounded veterans better, and
in some cases they’re even saving
lives,” says Jeffrey Roy, president
of the board of the Purple Heart
Foundation. “Veterans returning
from combat face many difficulties.
Service dogs help disabled veterans
meet physical challenges in day-today life, and provide a foundation
of stable support and love for those
suffering from PTS. The Veteran’s
Administration does not fund
service dog programs for issues like
PTS, so it’s up to organizations like
ours to help these veterans.”
Often, a service dog helps his
or her veteran in multiple ways.
For example, Niles assists Lintz
with physical tasks and provides

There are countless ways to get involved in your
community, whether you’re passionate about animal
rescue or cleaning up the environment. Service not only
helps build a deepened sense of community, but it also
unites families and friends together for a joint cause.
Now is the perfect time to break out of your routine
and give back.
All you need to make a difference is time and
motivation, but where to start? The key is to find
something with a personal connection. The following
tips will help you take full advantage of opportunities
to make an impact in your community, whether big or
small.

• Pour into your passions. Think about how you can
incorporate good deeds into what you’re already
doing. Bring a bag on your next hike and pick up litter,
which will help keep the trail clean and in its natural
state for fellow hikers and wildlife. The park rangers
and critters will thank you.
• Spread your wealth of knowledge. Take your
education one step further, and share what you’ve
learned and mastered with students who may be
struggling. Whether you’re the grammar police in the
family or you’re a computer programmer who sees
life in a series of bits and bytes, head to your local
Boys and Girls Club or after-school program to tutor

students. Sometimes all a student needs is a little
inspiration and a mentor to find their passion.
• Social media with a conscience. Sometimes doing
good deeds is as easy as tweeting from your couch.
Rally your friends around your favorite nonprofit to
raise awareness about the cause.
No matter how you choose to get involved in your
community, the value you can provide to those in need
is unmatched.
Brandpoint

Lions Club members and many helpers gather at the
Community Center to assemble Holiday Baskets every year
to distribute to Darien residents in need.
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Around the Block

for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
land and is a registered Illinois Natural Heritage
Landmark. Nine Civil War veterans are buried in the
cemetery along with many founding families of the
area. This is a free event but donations are appreciated.
Clarendon Hills Rd. and 67th St. 630-969-7987,
info@sjlcdarien.org. sjlcdarien.org.

St. John puts a new spin on trick or treating
St. John Lutheran Early Learning Center invites
the community to the Trunk-or-Treat event in their
parking lot on Sat., Oct. 31 from 12–2pm, weather
permitting. At Trunk-or-Treat people gather and park
their vehicle with the back ends opened and decorated
in a variety of themes complete with games and treats.
Children are then free to stroll from place to place in
a traffic-free and supervised area that offers a more
secure and convenient alternative to trick or treating.
Admission is free. 7214 South Cass Ave. 630-324-6582,
elc@sjlcdarien.org. sjlcdarien.org.
Meet Darien’s first citizens at the
Darien Historical Society’s Cemetery
Walk on Sat., Sept. 19.

DuPage Foundation assists jobless veterans

Dine for hunger benefits food pantry

The DuPage Foundation awarded a $15,000 grant to
the Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans (MSHV)
for its Veterans Employment Program as part of its
2014 Community Needs Grant Program. Networking
and connecting veterans to sustainable employment
are the primary goals of the program, according to
Iva Stoyanova, employment program coordinator for
MSHV. The goal of MSHV is to grow and expand its
programming to accommodate the increasing demand
for its services, which are offered to veterans and
their families throughout DuPage County. To date,
82 individuals have been assisted by the Veterans
Employment Program including 78 veterans and four of
their family members.
Some veterans have been displaced from their jobs
due to changes in the workforce. MSHV supports and
provides guidance veterans who are unemployed and
underemployed. Through its Veterans Employment
Program, MSHV is aiming to develop its business
community contacts and identify individuals and
businesses that are “vet-friendly” to assist it with job
placement. However they are not a job matching
program. Their Vet to Vet Mentorship Program, allows
vets, who have gainful employment or are retired, to
mentor those who do not. 630-871-8387.

People’s Resource Center’s Dine Away Hunger
program takes place on Wed., Oct 14 at Vincitori. Eat a
delicious Italian meal at Vincitori on that day, and they
will generously donate 10% of your bill to the People’s
Resource Center’s food pantry. You will help feed your
hungry neighbors in DuPage, just by eating out. All
donations will go straight to the food pantry to purchase
healthy and nutritious food for the 3,000 families PRC
assists each month. There are no coupons to present
or need for any mentions. 14 N. Cass Ave., Westmont.
630-663-9467.
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Explore the St. John Church Cemetery
The Darien Historical Society and St. John Lutheran
Church Trustees jointly sponsor a tour of the church’s
cemetery on Sat., Sept. 19 from 1–3pm. In case of
inclement weather, the event will be held the following
Sat., Sept. 26. Twelve grave sites will be visited with
first person narrators in period costume. Walk where
early church members were laid to rest and learn about
them, their families and their many contributions
to the local community. St. John Lutheran Church
Cemetery was established adjacent to Lace Church,
the original sanctuary, in 1859 on three acres of
prairie. The cemetery still contains original, untilled

Children go trunk to trunk in search of their favorite treats at
Trunk-or-Treat.

Safely recycle electronics
The Downers Grove Township provides a free
electronic recycling program every third Saturday of
the month, except holiday weekends, from 8am–12pm.
Drop your items off at 318 E. Quincy St., Westmont.
630-719-6625. dgtownship.com.

Register your child in co-ed sports
The Darien Youth Club fall registration is now open
until Oct. 15. Children can register for co-ed basketball
(grades 3–12) or co-ed volleyball (grades 4–8). There
are no tryouts, all children get to participate and there
are no residency requirements. DarienYouth.org

Fri., Sept. 11 6–10:30pm
Sat., Sept. 12 12–10:30pm
Sun., Sept. 13 12–9pm
Community Park

Around the Block
Darien Woman’s Club kicks off another year
with a clothing resale
The Darien Woman’s Club (DWC) is kicking off
another program year on Wed., Sept. 2. Doors open at
7pm and the meeting starts at 7:30pm, at the Darien
Recreation Club. The Oct. 7 monthly meeting will
feature the Annual Bunco for Breast Cancer event.
The Fall Clothing Resale is set for Sat., Oct. 17 from
9am–2pm. Registration for sellers is on Sept. 19 from
9am–12pm, at the Darien Park District, and Tues.,
Sept. 29 from 5:30–8:30pm at the Safety Village. The
new location of the Clothing Resale is at Lace School
on the corner of 75th and Cass Ave. Debbie Uhlar,
630-215-4942 or Joanna Petersen 630-689-6754.
resale@darienwomansclub.org.

Darien resident competes at the Miss Illinois
USA pageant
Darien resident Helen Alex is competing in the Miss
Illinois USA pageant Sept. 4–7. She attended Mark
Delay Elementary School, Eisenhower Junior High and
graduated in 2009 from Hinsdale South High School.

She was a member of the varsity tennis team and
National Honors Society. She continued her education
at Illinois Wesleyan University. She is currently a second
year student at Midwestern University in the Doctoral
program of Clinical Psychology. Helen’s dream has
always been to compete in this pageant but due to
her rigorous schedule was never able to until now. She
hopes to set an example for young girls she works with
and spread mental health awareness in youth.

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

Cool compositions contest for teens
Calling all teen writers! Submit your poems, short
stories, and/or song lyrics for the Indian Prairie Public
Library’s Cool Compositions Contest, Oct. 1–Nov. 1.
Cash prizes will be awarded to first, second, and third
place winners in each category. Entry forms will be
available at the library’s Kids & Teens Ask Us Desk and
at writeon.ippl.info. Winners will be announced Nov. 10,
during “An Evening with Author A.S. King,” the
bestselling author of Ask the Passengers and Please Ignore
Vera Dietz. Sponsored by The Gift of Carl Foundation.

WEDNESDAY

1
Read On
3:30pm
IPPL
Board of Fire
and Police
Commissioners
5pm
Police Facility

6
Library Closed

7
Labor Day

Darien Historical
Society Open
House
1-3pm
Old Lace School

13

Back to school with Joe Cool!
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S E P T E M B E R 2015
MONDAY

Library closed

September is Library Card Sign-up Month, and public
libraries nationwide, including Indian Prairie Public
Library, want to make sure that every student has the
most important school supply of all—a library card. This
September, kids who sign up for their first IPPL card
receive a specially-designed card, a kid-sized book bag
and a special Joe Cool sticker and bookmark. Those
renewing their cards will also get a Joe Cool sticker and
bookmark. For more information, stop by the library or
visit ippl.info.

DuPageNeighbors.com

DARIEN

Lions Club sweetens Darien
Darien Lions Club members and friends will be out in
the community to raise funds for the vision and hearing
impaired on Fri. and Sat., Oct. 9 & 10. Club members
give away candy and accept monetary donations. For
over 21 years the people of Darien have responded
generously and the Darien Lions Club has led all Illinois
Lions Club on funds raised every year.
While a portion of the monies collected support many
worthwhile statewide programs of the Illinois Lions
Foundation, half of the funds raised stay in the Darien
area.
Show support by giving generously, writing a check,
underwriting the cost of a box of candy, or volunteering
during the Candy Day weekend. Brian Rzepka,
630-685-2755. brizepka@sbcglobal.net

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

14
Musical Theatre
Workshop
(7-12 yrs.)
6pm
Community
Center

15
Fall for Deserts
6:30pm
IPPL

20

An Afternoon of
Opera
2pm
IPPL

27
Hoe Down
12pm
Darien
Community Park
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Meet and greet
the mayor
6pm
Police Committee
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

28
Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

10

11

12

Darien Woman’s
Club
7pm
Recreation Center
Planning
and Zoning
Commission
7pm, City Hall

9
Twitter 101
2pm
IPPL
Final Farmer’s
Market
3-7pm

16
Paw Patrol Party
4pm
Community
Center

3D Printers for
Beginners
6pm
IPPL

Library closed
from 6-9pm

17

18

Thursday
Afternoon Movie
2pm
IPPL

Art Therapy Night
7pm
IPPL

24

25

IPPL Foundation
6:50pm, IPPL

Feed Your Body,
Grow Your Brain
3:30pm
IPPL

5K Family Fun
Run
8:30am
Darien
Community Park

2

Farmer’s Market
3-7pm

8
Administrative/
Finance
Committee
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

THURSDAY

Planning and
Zoning Com.
7pm, City Hall

22
eLibrary Drop-In
2pm
IPPL
District 61 Board
7pm
Lace School

29
Darien Woman’s
Club: Seller
Registration
5:30-8:30pm
Safety Village

23
PAWSitive
Therapy
6:30pm
IPPL

30
Cinderella
Celebration
4pm
Community
Center

Darien Town
Meeting
4:30pm
IPPL

Library closed
from 6-9pm
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DWC: Seller
Registration
9am-12pm
Park District
Electronic
Recycling
8am
Highway Garage
Cemetery Tour
1pm
St. John Lutheran
Church Cemetery

26
Resume
Workshop
2pm
IPPL

Send us your event
information!

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for November/December issue is
October 1, 2015
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Don’t miss the

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

Darien Woman’s Club
Fall Clothing Resale

Flat start does not mean a flat finish

DuPageNeighbors.com

Oct. 17
9am–2pm Lace School

DARIEN
SUNDAY

Financial News

O C T O B E R 2015
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Send us your event information!

Traveling
Business Hours
5pm
IPPL

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for November/December issue is
October 1, 2015

2
Miskatonic
Brewery Tour
6:30pm
Miskatonic
Brewing Company

3
Little Hands Art
10am
IPPL

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

4

5

6

7

Darien Historical
Society Open
House
1-3pm
Old Lace School

Administrative/
Finance
Committee
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

Talented Toddlers
10:30am
IPPL

Darien Woman’s
Club
Bunco for Breast
Cancer, 7pm
Recreation Center

12

13

3D Printed
Robots
2pm
IPPL

11

Board of Fire
and Police
Commissions
6pm
Police Facility

Baby Brilliance
9:30am
IPPL
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19

20

Meet and greet
the mayor
6pm
Police Committee
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

Fantastic Families
9:30am
IPPL

26
Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

9
Darien Lions
Candy Day

Planning
and Zoning
Commission
7pm, City Hall

14
Dine Away
Hunger
Vincitori
Peppa Pig
4pm
Community
Center

18

8

21
Ask the Master
Gardener
6pm
IPPL

15

16

Whole Food Kids
Club Story Time
3:30pm
IPPL

22

23

10
Darien Lions
Candy Day
Literacy DuPage
Volunteer
Training
9:30am, IPPL
Babysitting
Course
9am
Community
Center

17

Electronic
Recycling
8am
Hwy. Garage
Darien Woman’s
Club Clothing
Resale
9am-2pm
Lace School
Literacy DuPage
Training
9:30am
IPPL
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The Family Book
Club
6:30pm
IPPL

Planning
and Zoning
Commission
7pm
City Hall

27
Make it and
Take it
6:30pm
IPPL

28
GenLit
6:30pm
IPPL

29
Blogging with
Tumblr
6pm
IPPL

30
Halloween for
Ghouls & Goblins
5pm
Community
Center

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

31
Happy
Halloween

LPL research

The S&P 500 dipped into negative
territory for the year last week (on
Aug. 12) and is only up about 1%
year to date.
The bond market has been
flat—the Barclays Aggregate Bond
Index has returned just 0.51% so
far in 2015. Even the U.S. economy
was relatively flat during the first
half of 2015, with just 1.5% growth
in gross domestic product (GDP)
on an annualized basis, well below
potential. Flat, flat, and more flat!
With the S&P 500 still fairly close
to flat on the year (+1.6% on a price
basis as of Aug. 14), we look at how
likely stocks are to produce a solid
year of gains. A look back at history
over recent decades is encouraging.

What being flat in august
means

The S&P 500 is about 1% higher
than where it started the year, but it
crossed under the flat line briefly in
mid-August. The first question we
tackle is how likely the S&P 500 is
to produce a positive year when it
moves less than 2% as of the start
of August. We looked at data back
to 1950 and found that if the S&P
500 is within 2% of where it started
the year as of Aug. 1, it is more
than 70% likely that the index ends
the year higher. And in those years
when it does end higher, the average
gain is a solid 7.4% (excluding
dividends).
A different way of looking at
the data reveals an even more
encouraging picture. There have
been 30 years since 1950 in which
the S&P 500 was flat or down as of
Aug. 1. In 14 of those 30 years the
S&P 500 ended the year higher.
An impressive feat, considering

some of those years saw significant
annual declines when August
began. But the same analysis during
a more recent period—going back
to 1980, reveals an even more
compelling story. During those 17
years in which the S&P 500 was
flat or down, in only six of them
did the S&P 500 end lower (eight
were higher and three were flat).
The average gain during those up
years was 9.6%. It is also interesting
to look at how late in the year the
S&P 500 showed a year-to-date
loss before producing these solid
gains. Many of these solid years
(1971, 1982, 1998, and 2004) were
in the red for the year as late as
October or even November and still
produced solid high-single digit or
even double-digit gains. This is the
classic fourth quarter rally that we
may see again this year.

Potential catalysts

So what might fuel another late
year rally?
We continue to expect earnings
to be a catalyst to push stocks
higher over the balance of the
year. Although on the surface
the 1–2% year-over-year earnings
growth figure for the S&P 500
in the second quarter is hardly
impressive, earnings growth
excluding the energy sector is very
impressive (estimated at 9%). Also
consider that figure includes several
percentage points of drag from the
strong U.S. dollar, which reduces
overseas profits generated by U.S.
multinationals. Better economic
growth in the U.S., less drag from
the energy sector and a strong dollar
could potentially all contribute
to improving earnings growth in
the second half. The possibility

that the Federal Reserve (Fed)
surprises the market somehow is
a risk, but the stock market has a
history of effectively negotiating
the start of Fed rate hike cycles.
Slowing growth and the currency
devaluation in China do not change
our expectation that the Fed will
hike rates before the end of 2015.
A more pronounced slowdown in
China, however, is a risk. We expect
slower growth in China to be offset
by potentially stronger growth from
other overseas economies, including
most of Europe and Japan, and
to lead to slightly stronger global
growth in 2015 than 2014.

Conclusion

This year has brought a whole
lot of flat. But the S&P 500’s dip
into negative territory should not
be interpreted as a sign that a
weak year for stocks is a guarantee.
We see several potential catalysts
for a late-year rally, most notably
earnings.

Angelo Imbrogno is president of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
reference is historical and is no guarantee of future
results. Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured |
No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee | May Lose
Value | Not Guaranteed by any Government
Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit.
Securities offered through LPL Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC.
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Someone you should know

Neighbors of Darien

Important Contacts

Darien resident gives to those
who need it most

Neighbors Magazine

by Katie Nelson

630-995-3482

City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . . . . . . . . .  630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)

Krishan and the Darien
Lions Club helped make sure
everyone found lots of eggs at
this year’s Easter egg hunt in
Darien Community Park.

it’s important to give to people who need it most, who
truly cannot make ends meet. In 1971, he helped form
the Lions Club in Darien. That same year he also took
part in forming the West Suburban India Society which
served as a cultural center for both Pakistani and Indian
cultures. The organization merged with the American
Midwest Indian Association, which still exists today.
Recently, Sant has been involved with People’s
Resource Center doing food pickups at different
locations several times a week. He drives his van to
different grocery stores to gather donations and bring
them back to the center. Additionally, Sant has remained
involved in the Darien School District for several years.
He currently serves as treasurer of the Darien District
61 Educational Foundation. There he helps raise money
for the foundation through various events. They then
provide grants to support programs and initiatives that
enhance the quality of education for students in the
district. Sant previously volunteered helping students
with their studies at school. He particularly enjoyed
working with 2nd graders. “It’s fun to work with
[them],” exclaimed Sant.
Kris Sant always remained busy supporting his family
and giving back to his community locally and across
the globe. An active member in the community, Sant
continues to seek out new ways he can help those who
need it most. We think Kris Sant is definitely “Someone
You Should Know” in Darien.
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City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000

P hoto : Darien L ions Club

Krishan “Kris” Sant moved to Darien in 1969. The
location was perfect to shorten his commute to work
and allow him more time with his family. He grew up
in Karachi, Pakistan, then British India. In 1947, when
Pakistan and India split, Sant and his family migrated to
India. In 1953, they moved to the Philippines and after
three months, his father died. Sant began to work full
time at a department store to support his family and
worked his way up to the Director of Marketing and
Import and Export. He worked 10 hour days, while
earning a BA degree, majoring in business. In 1959, he
was accepted to the Milwaukee School of Engineering
and moved to the United States to obtain his BSc in
engineering and later an MBA.
“You have to do something when you can do
something,” shared Sant, when describing why he
helps others in need. First and foremost, he always has
provided for his family. Once his children were older he
had more time to give to others who need it in Darien
and the community. He believes that when giving back,

Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400, ext 122

