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A message from our mayor
Public service must be more than doing a job efficiently and honestly. It must be a
complete dedication to the people and to the nation.
~Margaret Chase Smith

I want to thank the Darien Committee for Intergovernmental
Cooperation (DCIC) for hosting the 3rd annual Town Hall Meeting
held on Sept. 24. DCIC is an intergovernmental group comprised of elected officials
from the local governmental bodies. The Town Hall meeting is an excellent opportunity
for residents and businesses to visit and ask questions of their elected representatives.
As many of you have already heard, Police Chief Ernest Brown has left the Police
Department to take the position of Director of Homeland Security for Cook County.
We wish Chief Brown much success and thank him for his strong leadership and model
police practices he and the department implemented over the last four years.
The city continues to monitor the budget impasse at the State of Illinois. The
immediate impact to Darien is the state freezing monthly distributions of Motor
Fuel Tax and gaming revenues to the city. These revenues are used for critical road
maintenance operations including road salt purchases. Due to the city’s three months of
operating reserve funds, we will continue the level of service we have provided annually
in street maintenance and snow plowing. However, we are concerned that the state
will also attempt to take the local revenue from the Local Government Distributive
Fund (LGDF) to close budget gaps at the state level. The city will suffer a loss of
approximately $1,000,000 if the state carries through on its plan to keep 50% of the
LGDF fund.
On behalf of the Darien City Council and staff we wish all of you a happy and safe
holiday season!
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Simple ways
to save time
and enjoy the
holidays

Cater your dinner

Nothing beats a home-cooked meal; but in some
cases, when your life is filled from morning to night
with “must-do’s” it is just not worth the stress. There are
some fantastic local catering services, in and around
Darien that will make your holiday sooo much easier.
Many of the Darien restaurants also offer a range of
services accommodate your tastes and needs, from
quick pizza to a 4–5 course dinner.

Opt for an open house

Having a holiday gathering adds to the season’s
merriment, but where will everyone fit and how will
you feed them? Instead of a formal dinner, opt for an
open house with hors d’oeuvres. You’ll have less work
and more time to spend with friends and loved ones as
they come and go.

Go tech free, at least for an hour or two

(BPT) - It may be the most wonderful time of year,
but at times it can also feel like the most stressful. This
holiday season, take a fresh approach to save time and
energy so you can be merry and bright. Here are some
tips, tricks, and suggestions that will help you relax,
unwind and enjoy all the best parts of the holidays.

Darien Park District’s is a good start

There are so many events, far and wide, that you
will find irresistible. When you are choosing what to
attend, keep your travel time in mind. Local events have
benefits: they save you time, they are easy to plan for,
you’ll save money, and younger kids will find as much
joy in Darien’s Santa as they would in Macy’s Santa.
This year Santa has accepted an invitation to enjoy
pizza with kids at the Darien Park District. Throughout
the holiday season, kids and adults can go skating at
the Sportsplex. Darien Park District makes it easy to
enjoy the season locally. See pages 18–19 for more
information, dates, and times.

Wrap while shopping

It’s a given that shopping early avoids the last-minute
frenzy, but you can save even more time and stress
by getting gifts wrapped while out and about. Many
department stores offer gift wrap services. Even some
local stores will wrap your gifts, all you need to do is
ask.
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Holiday craft show

The nice thing about holiday craft shows is that you
get all those holiday specialty crafts in one place. If
you’ve got a busy season ahead of you, the craft show
will save you a lot of time running around. The Park
District’s “Dickens of a Holiday Craft Show” is Nov. 14.
See page 18 for more information.

Streamline holiday cards

Sending cards is a holiday tradition, but it shouldn’t
cause unneeded stress. No need to worry about a dated
address book—an easy trick is to cut return address
labels from each card you receive and place in an
envelope. Now it’s easy to send cards to loved ones and
update your address book without hassle.

Ready to eat, and simple recipes make the
holidays a joy

If you’ve ever ordered a fruit arrangement from
Edible Arrangements, you know what a pleasure
it is to have someone else prepare it for you. Using
premade foods is also one of the simplest (yet yummy)
ways to create holiday bakery delights. Check out
facebook.com/entenmanns for simple, amazing recipes
like Entenmann’s Dreamy Chocolate Bars that feature
crumbled Rich Frosted Donuts as the secret ingredient.
While you’re baking, double the batch to have an extra
on hand for a hostess gift.

Smartphones ringing, emails beeping, texts
buzzing—technology is time consuming, impersonal and
sometimes downright discourteous. From Thanksgiving
to New Year’s, consider designating tech-free times for
your family each day. Use this time (1–2 hours) to relax
and focus on each other, perhaps with a hot cup of
cocoa—the emails and messages will still be there later.

Schedule a salon visit

With a long holiday to-do list, it’s hard to find time
for you. That’s why treating yourself to a haircut or
manicure can do wonders for your holiday spirit. Check
out Wild Orchid Salon, one of several great local salons
that will literally wash away your stress. Plus, you’ll look
and feel fantastic when you attend all those festive gettogethers.

Embrace holiday breakfasts

Start every day off right by enjoying a delicious
breakfast with your family. No need to spend hours in
the kitchen cooking; instead include iconic breakfast
classics that you and the kids love. For example,
Entenmann’s Donuts are undeniable when paired with
fresh fruit for a quick breakfast delight. Or maybe, you’ll
just want to have fresh fruit and a hot drink ready to go.
Keep it simple but don’t overlook the importance of a
healthy breakfast to start off an active day.
Planning your holiday activities is the first step to
limiting the inevitable stress. There’s only so much you
can do. Whenever possible, let someone else do the
work and enjoy the moment. The Darien Park District
will have everything ready for your enjoyment. Just
show up and enjoy the time with your family.

City of Darien

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

It’ll be here before you
know it…SNOW

The search is on…

Keep your sidewalks clean

Residents are encouraged to clear their sidewalk after
any measurable snowfall this winter. Leaving snow and
ice on sidewalks presents a safety hazard to children
and residents who walk to school, the bus stop, or work.
When sidewalks are not shoveled, pedestrians tend
to walk on streets, which increases their risk of being
struck by a vehicle.

When are the streets plowed?

The Public Works and Police Departments check
streets and monitor a weather channel so snowremoval
crews can be dispatched out on the streets prior to
snow or icy conditions occurring. Trucks stay out until
all streets and cul-de-sacs are cleared.

When is salt used on the streets?

Salt is spread on streets when rain changes to sleet
and ice or when snow accumulation is less than one
inch. If there is more than one inch, snow is cleared
and salt is put down. The city plows and salts all
intersections, streets and cul-de-sacs.

What are the parking restrictions during a
snowstorm?

A “snow emergency” is declared when snowfall
exceeds one inch during a 24-hour period. No parking
is allowed on any city street when this occurs until
the snowfall has ceased and plowing operations are
completed.
The city cautions residents not to park their cars in
the street while shoveling their driveways, since this
impedes snowplows trying to clear your streets. Please
shovel driveways from side to side in order to avoid
placing snow in the streets and ensure that garbage cans
are not put in the street during a snowstorm.

Will the city be able to plow my street if there is
a medical emergency?

Anyone who has a medical emergency should phone
911. The dispatcher will contact public works to ensure
that your street is cleared to enable a quick response for
any emergency.

Why doesn’t the city plow certain streets?

Plainfield Rd., Cass Ave., Lemont Rd. and 75th
St. are county roads and are plowed by the DuPage
County Highway Department. Frontage roads are
under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). Other roads that are considered
“private,” establish plowing service contracts via their
management company.

Are any sidewalks plowed?

In order for residents, children and patrons to utilize
city sidewalks to schools, shopping and exercise parkes,
the City of Darien maintains a policy of plowing
primary route sidewalks throughout the city. The city
utilizes two pieces of equipment to plow approximate
21 miles of sidewalks. The sidewalk operations
commence after one inch of snow has fallen, and
continue until all the snow is removed from these
routes:
Clarendon Hills Rd. from 67th to 75th St. (both sides)
67th St.—East of Cass to Wilmette (both sides)
Cass Ave,—67th to Frontage (both sides)
Plainfield Rd.—Route 83 to Manning Rd. (both sides)
75th St.—Route 83 to Lemont Rd. (both sides)
Manning Rd.—Plainfield to 75th St. (both sides)
Fairview Manning to 75th St. (both sides)
Bailey Rd.—Plainfield to Frontage (both sides)
Frontage Rd.—Bailey to Oldfield Rd. (north)
Oldfield Rd.—Frontage Road to Meyers Woods Park
If you have any questions, please call us at
630-353-8105.

Prevent water lines from freezing
All residents should take
precautions to keep water supply
lines in your homes from freezing
during extreme cold. You should let
the water trickle in plumbing lines
or fixtures that face north or west
exterior walls. This helps to prevent
water from freezing within the wall.
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The search is on…it’s that time of year again when our committee begins
its search for a very special man or woman who has given of themselves to
make Darien a “Nice Place to Live!” The Citizen of the Year Committee is
accepting nominations for the 2016 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR. If you know
of a person who goes “above and beyond the call of duty”…is always there
when someone needs a hand…and who has contributed to make Darien
a special place, please write a letter to our committee or fill out one of our
official nomination forms that can be found any time during the year at city
hall or at the Indian Prairie Library. Nominations may also be submitted
electronically at darien.il.us.
A nominee must be a resident of Darien and cannot currently be an
elected official. Please send your nomination to: Citizen of the Year
Committee, 1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien IL 60561. The deadline for
nominations is Jan. 7, 2016. If you have already nominated someone in the
past, that nomination is still valid for consideration; however, we would
appreciate it if you would update any pertinent information.
For more information please call City Hall at 630-353-8102.

Additionally, the city would like
to remind residents that if you are
going to be leaving town for an
extended amount of time during
the winter season, that you should
set the hot water tank to pilot and
maintain the heating system at a 60°
range. We also encourage shutting

off your water at the meter and
relieving the pressure from the pipes
by turning on a couple of faucets at
the lowest point.

Ron Kiefer—
Darien’s 2015 Citizen of the Year

Join the Holiday Lights Decorating Contest

The City of Darien will again be sponsoring the
Holiday Lights Decorating Contest. Each year,
residents that put extra effort into decorating their
homes for the season are nominated by their friends
and neighbors for recognition and prizes. The first
place home receives $200, second place $100, third
place $50, and fourth and fifth place receive $25.
To nominate your own home or another in your
neighborhood, call Diane at 630-353-8102 or email
dnoverini@darienil.gov
Nominations must be received by Dec. 12. Winners
will be announced at the Dec. 21 city council meeting.

Holiday Lights Tour

The popular Holiday Lights Tour will be on Tues.,
Dec. 22 this year, The tour will be on school buses,
and will run through the city, passing by each of the
holiday lights winners. Participants will check in at the
Police Department lobby.
This event is free and open to Darien residents.
Because of the high demand each year, reservations
are given on a first come first serve basis. To make a
reservation, please call city hall at 630-852-5000.
9
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Protect storm drains—only rain in storm drains!
Have you ever wondered where exactly the stuff that
runs into a storm drain goes? The mysterious pipes
hidden beneath those metal grates on your street corner
usually connect to a nearby river or creek. In some
places, storm drains send water underground, and these
aquifers are even harder to clean up than streams. That’s
why storm drains are only for the rain and snowmelt!
You can help ensure that our rivers and drinking
water sources are clean by keeping pollution out of
neighborhood storm drains. Pledge to keep your
storm drain clear of leaves and debris and never dump
anything into a storm drain!

1. Keep storm drains clear

City and county crews work to keep storm drains
clear, but with thousands of drains across the state,
they need your help. You can reduce street flooding by
keeping storm drain grates clear of leaves and debris.
Here’s how:
• Take a look at the storm drain grates in front of your
home or business before and right after a rain or snow
storm. Check to make sure they are free of leaves and
debris.
• Use a rake or pitch fork to clear leaves and debris from
the storm drain. Please use caution! Do not put your
feet or hands into the storm drain because dangerous
debris could collect there. Do not try to remove the
grate, only the debris on top of the grate. Dispose of
leaves in your yard waste container or compost bin.
• When leaves fall into the street, rake them one foot
away from the curb so they won’t block the path of
rain water.

• If you can’t clean a clogged storm drain yourself,
notify your city or county public works department
that help is needed.

2. Never dump in a storm drain

Dumping into a storm drain isn’t just wrong, it’s
against the law. Automotive fluid, paint, household
materials, pesticides: none of these things should be
poured into a storm drain where they end up polluting
our rivers and groundwater. Did you know that 90% of
stream pollution is due to storm water run-off?
• Draining your pool or hot tub to the storm drain? Not
ok. Better to send it into the sewer via a toilet, sink or
tub drain.
• Washing cars on grass in your yard, or at a car wash
will keep the phosphates from entering streams and
rivers.
• Dumping out coffee or soda from your car? Instead
of pouring it into the street, pour it onto a lawn or
planted area where the soil can soak it up and break it
down. Better yet, bring it inside and pour it down the
sink.
• If you change your oil at home, do it over the grass
where toxins can sink into the ground slowly, rather
than running off the driveway and into the storm
drains. If your car does leak oil onto your driveway,
remove it from the surface before it rains. NEVER
pour oil down the storm drain!
• Disposing of hazardous chemicals? Take hazardous
chemicals to a household hazardous waste top-off site.
To find one in your area visit earth911.com

City of Darien plans tree trimming
The City of Darien will be conducting their annual Parkway Tree Trimming Program beginning in December
in the following areas:
• Darien Club
• Downers Fairview
• Brookhaven Manor
• Alison Court
This year’s program also includes

contract pricing for the Private
Property Tree Trimming Program
to all residents. The price for the
private property program is $70 per
tree in the front yard, and $135 per
tree in the back yard. The contract
also includes unit pricing for private
property tree removal and stump
grinding. Residents may contact Ryan

P. Countryman, Homer Tree Care
Inc. for private property work pricing at 815-838-0320 or via email at
Ryan@homertree.com Residents that
would like to participate in the private
property program will need to contact
Homer Tree Care by Feb. 12, 2016.
For additional information, please
contact us at 630-353-8105.

Recycle your holiday lights!
Don’t know what to do with the
old strands of Christmas lights that
are tangled and broken? Don’t throw
them in the garbage—recycle them!
The City of Darien has again partnered with Elgin Recycling to offer
our residents free recycling of holiday
lights! Last year Darien residents
recycled 1922 pounds of Holiday
10

Lights. Not only did this keep them
from ending up in the landfill, the
city made a profit of $153.76.
All light colors and strand lengths
will be accepted. Items include
mini-lights (Italian lights), C7 lights,
C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights,
and extension cords. (Please—no
CFLs). From Nov. 16 through

Feb. 12 you may bring your lights
to the Darien Police Department
lobby at 1710 Plainfield Rd. Monday
through Friday from 7am to 7pm,
and Saturday and Sunday from
7am to 3pm. For more information
please call 630-353-8115 or visit
elginrecycling.com.

Free pickup for live Christmas trees
The City of Darien has partnered
with Advanced Disposal to provide
free Christmas tree pickup again
this year. During the weeks of Jan.
4 and Jan. 11, Advanced Disposal

will collect Christmas trees left
in the parkway on your normal
garbage day. For the trees to be
picked up, they must be free of all
ornamentation, including garland,

lights, and tinsel. If the tree is
bagged, it will need a sticker to be
picked up. If you have any questions
regarding this program, call city hall
at 630-852-5000.

Senior Corner
Protect yourself from scams!
There have been many scams reported to the
Darien Police this year. Some of these reported Scams
included:
• Gypsy related criminal activities including: Home
repair fraud, Distracted (RUSE) entry burglaries,
Residential burglaries (stealing valuables from homes
such as jewelry, money, other personal belongings)
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from the
Darien city water department
• Males knocking at a door claiming to be from
Comcast cable
• Callers claiming to be from the IRS, threatening
arrest form past due taxes and demanding credit card
numbers
• Callers claiming to be from Microsoft and asking
for personal information or to remote access your
computer
• Males calling residents claiming to be a federal agent
and threaten arrest for some alleged crime unless
payment is made
• Males calling residents claiming to be a relative under
arrest in another state or country and in need of bond
money

How to protect yourself:

NEVER give out any personal information on
the phone, especially when you do not initiate the call.
The City of Darien has an ordinance against soliciting!

Anyone wishing to go door to door to sell or solicit
MUST have a SOLICITOR PERMIT from the City of
Darien. If in doubt call 911!
Never allow someone to perform driveway
sealing or home repairs on the spot. Ask for business
cards and check on their business reputation; end the
conversation! Scammers will press a sense of urgency
to get the homeowner to immediately accept their
proposal, whereas a reputable company will let you
check their references!
Never let someone into your home. Keep your
storm or screen door locked at all times. This will
provide a secured barrier.
Do not allow anyone entry to your residence that
you have not personally contacted and arranged an
appointment. If someone claims they need assistance,
tell them you will contact the police and have them
wait outside not in your home! If they say they are with
a utility company, call the utility company to verify the
work, or call the police.
If you are approached while you are outside your
home, do not let anyone roam your yard or property.
This will give them an opportunity to check for open
doors and windows while you are being distracted.
When in doubt let us check it out! For any police
presence please call 9-1-1

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Thomas M. Chlystek, Alderman, 4
708-505-9275

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

630-776-1487
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
Nov. 2 & 16 and Dec. 7 & 21
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Foundation awards two grants to build
better readers, promote the love of reading
by David May

School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Gregory Leban, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Preschool Screening

Preschool Screening is available for children ages three through five who
reside in Darien School District #61 and parents are concerned about the
development of their child. Preschool screenings will take place on the
following dates:
Dec. 9, 2015
Feb. 10, 2016
April 13, 2016
A team of specially trained staff from LaGrange Area Department of
Special Education (LADSE) will be screening in the areas of speech and
language, vision and hearing, motor skills and cognitive skills.
Screenings will be held at:
Mark DeLay Elementary School
6801 Wilmette Avenue
Darien, IL 60561
Appointments are needed and are taken by phoning Mark DeLay School
at 630-852-0200 between the hours of 8am–4pm. Proof of residency is
required prior to the screening date.

Birth to three screening

Parents of infants and toddlers between the ages of birth to 36 months,
who are concerned about the development of their child, are asked to
contact Child and Family Connections at 630-493-0400, located at
750 Warrenville Rd. #300, Lisle, IL. Child and Family Connections (CFC)
can conduct an evaluation of your child to determine if your child would
qualify for Early Intervention Services.

Anuncio de Examen Preescolar

Un examen preescolar está disponsible para niños tienen 3 a 5 años, quien
viven en el distrito Darien #61 y por padres que se preocupan sobre el
desarrollo de su niño. Los exámenes preescolar ocurría en las fechas:
el 9 de diciembre de 2015
el 10 de febrero de 2016
el 15 de abril de 2016
Un equipo de especialmente capacitados personajes de LaGrange Area
Department of Special Education (LADSE) va a examinar los niños en
las áreas de hablar y lenguaje, visión y audición, habilidades motoras, y
habilidades cognitivas.
Los exámenes se llevarán a cabo en:
Mark DeLay Elementary School
6801 Wilmette Avenue
Darien, IL 60561
Citas son necesarios. Puede llamar or telefono a Mark DeLay School:
630-852-0200 entre las horas de 8am–4pm. Prueba de residencia está
requerida antes de la fecha de examen.

Exámenes de infancia a tres

Padres de infancia a tres, si están preocupados sobre el desarrollo
de su niños, pueden contactar Child y Family Connections (CFC) a
630-493-0400. El direccion es 750 Warrenville Rd. #300, Lisle, IL.
Child and Family Connections puede hacer un examen de su niño para
determinar si necesita su niño servicios de intervención temprano.

In the collaborative world
of education, it’s always been
important for everyone to be
“on the same page.” That means
teachers, administrators, parents
and students are part of one team,
striving for the same objectives.

It also holds true for two literacyoriented grants the Darien District
61 Educational Foundation
awarded in August to teachers at
Eisenhower Junior High and Lace
School. Both grants are designed to
nurture the love reading and build
broader communities of readers.
While everyone participating in the
programs won’t literally be on the
same page, they will be reading the
same book at the same time.
At Eisenhower, the Foundation
awarded a $4,500 grant to launch
the “One Book, One School”
program, which adapts a highly
successful initiative already being
used in schools across the country.
As part of the program, each
family at EJH will receive a copy
of a designated book, encouraging
students, family and school staff
to read the book together as a

community.
“Creating lifelong readers,
inspiring students to read for
pleasure, and providing fun and
social activities surrounding the
book” are among the program
goals cited in the grant request.
Teachers noted that research shows
family involvement in reading has
been linked to higher academic
achievement.
At Lace School, the Foundation
awarded another $4,500 grant to
fund “Lace Reads Together,” also
designed to make reading a shared
family experience. It draws proven
ideas from the same organization
that provided the structure for the
EJH program.
One chapter book will be
selected and every Lace family
will be given a copy of the book
to keep. Discussion will be part
of regular classroom instruction,
but other activities involving the

selected book include trivia contests
during morning announcements,
assemblies, group activities and even
a Family Night.
As the teachers at Lace said
in their grant application, the
objectives are simple: “Build and
expand a sense of community
among students, parents, teachers
and staff through the experience of
reading” and also “build a love for
reading through a shared experience
where everyone and anyone can
participate.”
Since its founding, the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation
has awarded more than $44,000 in
teacher grants and other program
funding to enhance the quality
of education available to district
students. Please help the Foundation
continue to advance its mission by
making a year-end donation. To
learn more about the many grants
awarded to date and to make
a tax-deductible donation, visit
darien61foundation.org.
David May is a member of the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation
board of directors.

We need you for the Superintendent’s Advisory Committee
Are you willing to give 1 hour of time five times per
year to get and give feedback on District #61 issues?
Do you live in District #61’s attendance area?
Do you like to share facts and information you learn
about your school district?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, you
are just the person we are looking for as we create the
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee. This committee
plans to meet five times per year from 7–8pm at the
district office.
We will begin meeting on Nov. 4, once we have

established a group of individuals.
Future meeting dates are: Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 2, and
April 6, 2016.
If you are interested in being a part of this committee,
contact Mary Lang, Secretary to the Superintendent,
at 630-968-7505 or by email to mlang@darien61.
org. Include in the subject line of your email:
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee. Your contact
information should include: Your name, address, phone
number, email address, and, if applicable, the grade
levels of your children.
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Solar panels…
the “Wave” of the future!
by Diane Nelson & Mary Andersen
“Good-day-sunshine!”
“You are the sunshine of my life!”
“Here comes the sun!”
“You are my sunshine, my only
sunshine!”
The sun gives us so much joy and
happiness that people have been
writing songs about it for generations.
Well…great news!! Mark DeLay has
harnessed some of that great energy
in the form of brand new solar panels
on the school roof! The district
has installed solar panels at Mark
DeLay to reduce its environmental
impact and teach students about
renewable energy. Teachers can then
incorporate that information into
lesson plans to teach students about
energy and the environment.
Alexandre Edmond Becquerel is
considered the father of solar panels,
having discovered how electricity
is generated from sunlight in 1839.
That’s pretty “cool.” His work
was integral during the Industrial
Revolution as he helped with the
construction of solar energy plants
that heated water to create steam to
power machinery.
There are many advantages to
the use of solar panels. A big one
is that they help to slow down
or stop global warming. Global
warming is a gradual increase in the
overall temperature of the earth’s
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atmosphere generally attributed to
the greenhouse effect caused by
increased levels of carbon dioxide,
chlorofluorocarbons, and other
pollutants. Another advantage is
that solar panels help to save money.
By harnessing the power of the
sun, which can’t be purchased or
monopolized, people are able to save
money on electricity for their home,
or in this case, our school. One more
important advantage is that solar
energy is reliable. We know that the
sun is going to rise and set each day.
Even with the scattering of clouds,
we can certainly count on enough
sunny days to be a huge benefit for
the environment. Fossil fuels are
limited and cannot be renewed.
Aside from just the aforementioned
benefits, solar panels tap into a key,
limitless resource…the sun.
There is really only one
disadvantage of solar panels and
that’s the mere fact that the sun
doesn’t shine 100% of the time.
That means that when the sun
isn’t shining, the solar panels can’t
produce electricity. If you need
energy when it is dark, you have to
find another source. Another caveat
to this disadvantage is that we use
most of our electricity during the
day when the sun is at its brightest.
After all, we are humans, following
the patterns of the sun, not nocturnal
creatures.
Many of you
may wonder how
solar panels work.
Good question!
Well, solar panels
collect solar
radiation from
the sun and
convert it into

electricity. The conversion of sunlight
to usable electrical energy has also
been called the “Photovoltaic Effect.”
Another cool factoid about solar
panels is that they contain no moving
parts. This lends itself to their
durability and low maintenance.
On Sept. 25, students at Mark
DeLay Elementary School held a
Solar-Bration to celebrate the four
new solar panels that were donated
to our school. Four organizations
generously contributed to the
project: Rob and Char Vuillaume
from the Gift of Carl Foundation,
the Darien Rotary Club, the
Illinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation, and the Solar Star
Foundation of West Dundee.
Students learned about solar
energy and renewable energy in
the weeks leading up to the SolarBration. Some of the solar-related
projects that students engaged in
were:
• reading and writing facts about the
sun and about renewable energy;
• watching solar energy beads
change colors in ultraviolet light;
• using Sun Art ultraviolet paper to
make shadowgrams;
• watching videos that explain how
a photovoltaic (pv) solar panel
system generates energy;
• performing a reader’s theatre play
where students act out how a pv
system works;
• tracking the kilowatts generated by
the panels on a bar graph; and
• singing “Mr. Sun” in music classes.
The pinnacle of the STEM-related

solar project was the Solar-Bration.
The entire school helped plan and
participate in the event. Students
paraded through the school wearing
yellow shirts and each class was led
by a student carrying a solar fact sign.
The mascot was school social worker,
Paul Black, who cheerfully donned
a yellow “sun” costume and led the
parade.
Principal Lisa Kompare was the

master of ceremonies and greeted
the audience. Second grade student,
Kenrick, proudly held the flag while
his mother sang a beautiful rendition
of the national anthem. Tyler Spence,
from Windfree Solar (the company
that supplied the panels), gave a short
presentation on how the panels work
and on how the panels help keep the
air clean. Electrician Mike Nicolosi,
from Rethink Electric, was also on
hand to answer
questions about
the panels. For
the grand finale,
all the students
were led by
music teacher,
Sarah Kenealy,
in singing “Mr.
Sun.”
The whole
community
was invited to
attend—families
of our students,

school board members, and all the
generous donor organizations. Even
the fire department attended with a
firetruck and ambulance!
The Solar-Bration event was made
even better by the attendance
of—you guessed it—the sun! We had a
wonderful warm and sunshiny day.
Diane Nelson and Mary Andersen
teach at Mark DeLay Elementary school..

Darien teacher attends Ford’s Theatre Summer Scholars Workshop
Darien District #61 teacher-librarian, Diane Nelson,
won a grant to attend the National Endowment for
the Humanities Summer Scholars Workshop at Ford’s
Theatre in Washington, DC. The class was titled, “The
Seat of War and Peace: The Lincoln Assassination and
Its Legacy in the Nation’s Capital.” The seven day class
was filled with lectures, class discussions, field trips, and
assigned readings. Some of the highlights of the week
included visiting the new Clara Barton Museum for
Missing Soldiers; visiting the Maryland boarding house
of Mary Surratt; touring the Frederick Douglass estate

Dr. Terry Alford,
author of Fortune’s
Fool: The Life
of John Wilkes
Booth, with Darien
Teacher-Librarian,
Diane Nelson

and learning about his impact on civil rights; walking
through the Petersen House and standing in the room
where Lincoln died; visiting Howard University and
learning about emancipation and reconstruction.
As part of the grant requirements, each summer
scholar developed lessons centered around Lincoln. Mrs.
Nelson developed two lessons: one that teaches about
Lincoln’s image on coins and currency, and the other
lesson tells the true story of how Lincoln grew a beard.
An emphasis was placed on teachers using primary
sources as a foundation of their lessons. “Primary
sources are the raw materials of history—original
documents and objects which were created at the time
under study” (Library of Congress, 2015).
“Examining primary sources gives students a powerful
sense of history and the complexity of the past. Helping
students analyze primary sources can also guide them
toward higher-order thinking and better critical thinking
and analysis skills” (Library of Congress, 2015).
For more information on Ford’s Theatre and their
resources, please access: Ford’s Theatre Education Page
Mrs. Nelson is thrilled to bring more Lincoln resources
to the district’s library program. Students from the Early
Childhood Education program through 8th grade will
be able to enjoy a variety of Lincoln-related books.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Programs at the Sportsplex
The Darien Sportsplex is located at 451 Plainfield Rd.

Public Skate
Nov.–Dec. Public Skating
Hours:

Monday–Friday: 1pm–3pm (no
public skate: Nov. 5, 6, 23, 26 & 27;
Dec. 11, 23, 25, 30)
Saturday: 7:40pm-9:40pm (no
public skate: Nov. 7 & 28)
Dates and times subject to
change without notice. Please call
630-789-6666 to verify dates and
times.

Special Events
at the
Darien Park District
Community Center
Baby & Kid’s Wear Reduce,
Re-use & Recycle Sale
Sat., Nov. 7, 9am–1pm
Good, usable maternity clothes,
children’s clothing for children age
eight and under, toys, baby gear &
children’s furniture.

warmly and bring your flashlight.
Children age two and up and
Adults MUST pre-register. Children
MUST be accompanied by an Adult.
Activities are provided for children
age 2–9. Registration deadline is
Dec. 1.

The Darien Park District
Community Center is located at
7301 Fairview Ave:

A Dicken’s of a Holiday
Craft Show

Sat., Nov. 14, 9am–3pm
This holiday craft show and sale
will be the perfect place to find
unique, one-of-a-kind, handcrafted
holiday gifts and will offer
something for everyone.

Pizza with Santa

Fri., Dec. 4, 6:30–7:45pm
We decided to invite Santa to join
us for a pizza party and we want
you to be there too! We will also
make a craft, play some games and
do some jumping in our bounce
house. Weather permitting we will
have a candy cane hunt outside
at the end of the event so dress
16

Inflata-palooza

Thurs., Dec. 31 from 10am–12pm
Come jump in our inflatables ($5/child) and enjoy rootbeer floats ($1 each)! Ages
12 and under, children must be supervised by an adult.

Darien Park District Super Rec Winter Soccer
Come play on the NEW turf at Sportsplex. Indoor soccer is a great
way to keep your child active during the cold months. The Super Rec
League at the Darien Sportsplex is lead by the nationally acclaimed
Eclipse Select Soccer Club where your child will learn drills and skills
from their professional coaches. This league is for players Pre-K to 8th
grade. All teams will be coached by a parent volunteer and will have
one practice and one game per week. Our 2nd indoor session begins
Jan. 27, registration deadline is Jan. 15. For more information please
visit our website at darienparks.com or contact Hannah Sterricker at
hsterricker@darienparks.com.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members
Midwest Express Clinic

40 W. 75th St.
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-581-5372
Your neighborhood family urgent care. We treat non-life
threatening injuries and ailments. No appointments
needed, just walk right in. Open 9am to 9pm every day,
including Sundays. X-rays and lab testing available.
Monarch Accounting Group Inc.

The 2nd Annual Dancing with the Chamber Starz
Gala Fundraiser will be held on Nov. 14, 6:30pm at
Ashton Place. Celebrity dancers include: Tina Beilke,
Alderman, City of Darien; Glenn Olsen, Member Rotary
Club of Darien; Eddie Andersen, Student, Hinsdale
South High School; Cathy Marchese, Board Member,
Darien Park District; Martin Schaefer, Commander,
Darien VFW Post 2838; Dave Witthoeft, Owner, The
Crazy Burrito; Kim Gilmore, Salon Manager, Wild

Orchid Salon; Joe Marchese, Member, Darien Lions Club;
Janice Papais, CPA, Monarch Accounting Group, Inc.; and
Vincenzo Bongiovanni, Business Development, Darien
Chamber of Commerce. Tickets are $80 per person and
include Open Bar All Evening Long, Hors d’oeuvres,
General Open Dancing for All, Dinner, Silent Auction,
By Choice Raffle, Live Professional Performance and
Celebrity Dance Competition. Register online at
darienchamber.com.

A heartfelt thank you to out-going
Chairman of the Board Thomas Papais.
Tom served a two-year term and will sit
on the board in 2016 as Past Chair.

18

145 Tower Dr., Suite 4, Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Janice Papais, CPA; Arthur Bradley, CPA
630-320-3720
We consider ourselves “Trusted Advisors” with 50+
years experience in a wide variety of industries. We
provide solutions in Accounting, Personal and Business
Income Tax Returns, Financial Checkups, Payroll, Oneon-One Quickbooks Training, Business Valuations and
Due Diligence Reviews.

Upcoming Events
Nov. 14
2nd Annual Dancing with the Chamber
Starz
Ashton Place, 6:30pm
Nov. 18
Multi-Chamber Polka Dot Luncheon
Holiday Inn Carol Stream, 11am
Nov. 24
DCC Coffee Connection
First Merchants Bank, 8am
Dec. 15
Holiday Luncheon
Zazzo’s Pizza & Catering, 11:30am
Save The Date
Jan. 26, 2016
Darien Chamber Excellence Awards
Luncheon
Chuck’s Café
Feb. 27, 2016
Winter Brew Fest
Chuck’s Cafe

Orangetheory Fitness Willowbrook

894 75th St., Willowbrook, IL 60527
Jacquie Fowler
630-247-0697
Orangetheory Fitness (orangetheoryfitness.com) is a
one-of-a-kind, group personal training workout broken
into intervals of cardiovascular and strength training.
Orangetheory Fitness’ heart-rate-monitored training
is designed to keep heart rates in a target zone that
stimulates metabolism and increases energy. Participants
use a variety of equipment and burn an average of
500–1000 calories per class. The result is the Orange
Effect—more energy, visible toning and extra calorie
burn for up to 36 hours post-workout. Learn more
today by calling 630-352-3330.

The Darien Chamber of Commerce
encourages residents to Shop Local
Shop Darien this Holiday Season, visit
darienchamber.com for
Shop Local Shop Darien
Preferred Offers.
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Around the Block

for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
pies. For ordering information, please visit our website
darienlionsclubfoundation.org or call 773-957-3900.

New Kiwanis Club in Darien formed

Enjoy a delicious pie to benefit the Lions Club
The Darien Lions Club Foundation has partnered
with Pies by Fasano ("As Good As Mother's and Better
Than Others") for the Pies for Eyes fundraiser. Apple,
Cherry, Blueberry and Pumpkin pies will be available
for purchase online beginning Nov. 1 with pick up or
delivery on the weekend before Thanksgiving (Nov. 21
and 22) at a tax deductible cost of $14 per pie. Please
consider supporting the Darien Lions Club Foundation
by purchasing one (or two, or three) of these delicious

Become part of changing children’s lives at the
new Kiwanis Club of Darien. Kiwanis is a worldwide
service organization of men and women who share the
challenge of community and world improvement. Today,
Kiwanis has adopted a new slogan: “Serving the children
of the world, one child and one community at a time.”
The Kiwanis family includes organizations for young
people, which are sponsored by clubs, and the Kiwanis
International Foundation. K-Kids, at the elementary
level, Builders Club, at the middle school level, Aktion
Clubs, for people who are living with a disability, Key
Clubs, at the high school level, and Circle K Clubs, at
the college level, provide youth the opportunity to help
others, become personally involved in their community,
and build a positive future for themselves. Contact Mary
Carlson, randmcarlson@comcast.net, 630-308-0805.

Admission is free. There will also be a bake sale and
raffle. An addition this year will be Candy Cane Lane
where children can enjoy our Comfort Dog Shami and
enjoy supervised Holiday-themed games, crafts, music,
and read alouds while parents shop.
If you are a crafter or vendor and would like
to reserve a table, call 630-324-6582 or email
elc@sjlcdarien.org. 7214 S. Cass Ave.

DWC has a new home
Darien Woman’s Club is pleased to announce that it
has a new home for the monthly meetings. On the first
Wednesday of each month, the DWC Club members
and guests will gather at Carriage Greens Country Club
located at 8700 Carriage Green Dr. in Darien. Mark
your calendar for Wed., Nov. 4 and Wed., Dec. 2. Doors
open at 7pm and the meeting begins at 7:30pm. Come
out and join this fabulous group of woman at the next
meeting. For more information and membership form,
please visit darienwomansclub.org

Shop early at the Holiday Craft Fair
Everyone is invited to the St. John Lutheran Early
Learning Center (ELC) Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair on
Sat., Dec. 5 from 9am–3pm. Each year this extensive
showcase of handmade and retail items provides an
opportunity for patrons to find items on their holiday
gift list in one convenient location. Jamberry, Arbonne,
Partylite, UsborneBooks, and other popular vendors will
be featured along with crafters of jewelry, textiles, and
seasonal items.

The holidays begin with the annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony
Darien Historical Society’s annual “Tree Lighting”
takes place on Sun., Dec. 6 at 4pm at Old Lace
Schoolhouse & Museum on the corner of 75th & Cass
Ave. Eisenhower Junior High carolers will entertain.
Santa Claus hears wishes from all ages indoors at the
museum while guests are treated to cookies and hot
chocolate. The museum is open for visiting from1–3pm.

Volunteer for the AARP Tax-Aide Program
Looking for a rewarding opportunity to make a
difference in your community? The AARP Tax-Aide
Program is now seeking volunteers for the upcoming
2016 filing season. Training classes will be held in
January, 2016. aarp.org/taxaide

Save the dates…
November

Financial News
Reviewing the market

2
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1

9

Administrative and Finance Committee
6pm, City Hall

Meet & Greet the Mayor, 6–7pm
Police Committee, 6pm
City Council, 7:30pm, City Hall

2

15

Dist. 61 School Board
7pm, Lace School

NaNoWriMo Write-In, 7pm, Library

City Council, 7:30pm, City Hall

3

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

The U.S. economy has been
holding steady, despite international
concerns. Based on data received
so far, third quarter gross domestic
product (GDP) growth is tracking
at 2.0–2.5%, following upwardly
revised 3.9% growth in the second
quarter as the economy rebounded
from temporary factors restraining
growth early in the year. Labor
markets continue to heal, but
manufacturing expansion has
slowed due to low oil prices and
a strong dollar. Slowing growth
in emerging markets, particularly
China, is only having a modest
impact on the U.S. economy
but has roiled financial markets.
International uncertainty has led
to a more cautious Federal Reserve
(Fed), and rate hikes may be
delayed into early 2016.
Stocks fall, breaking streak of 10
quarterly gains. The S&P 500 failed
to produce a positive quarter for
the first time since 2011, posting

a negative total return of -6.4%
for the third quarter. The quarter
began on a positive note as second
quarter earnings showed profit
growth in the non-energy sectors of
the economy, particularly financials
and retail. However, August proved
to be a particularly rough month as
investor sentiment was damaged by
concerns for a weakening Chinese
economy, a slump in oil and metals
prices, and uncertainty around the
timing of a Fed rate hike.
Bonds have strong quarter as
risk-off sentiment prevails. After a
difficult second quarter, the third
quarter of 2015 was a strong one
for most sectors of the fixed income
market. Risk-off sentiment, stirred
mainly by China’s stock market
and slowing growth and knock-on
global growth concerns, led to lower
interest rates across the maturity
spectrum and a flattening of the
yield curve. More economically
sensitive sectors, such as high-

yield, were hurt by global growth
concerns and underperformed the
broad fixed income market.
Oil’s bounce proved temporary
as second quarter gains were given
back. Oil’s gains in the second
quarter were lost entirely in the
third quarter as concerns continued
to mount over OPEC’s persistence
of supply and how far U.S.
production will fall. The U.S. dollar
was up, but marginally so.

The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
reference is historical and is no guarantee of future
results. Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured |
No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee | May Lose
Value | Not Guaranteed by any Government
Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit.
Securities offered through LPL Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

Shake Shimmy & Dance!, 9:30am, Library

Anime Addicts, 6:30pm, Library

Fire and Police Commissioner,
5pm, Darien Police Facility
Make It and Take It: Holiday Outdoor
Container, 6:30pm, Library

Fire and Police Commissioner
5pm, Darien Police Facility

17

Planning and Zoning Commission
7pm, City Hall

Excel: Pivot Tables and Other Advanced
Features, 6pm, Library

Just Google It!, 6pm, Library

Darien Woman’s Club
7pm, Carriage Green Country Club

Dist. 61 School Board, 7pm, Lace School

3

4

Just Google It!, 2pm, Library
Planning and Zoning Commission,
7pm, City Hall
Darien Woman’s Club
7pm, Carriage Green Country Club

5

eLibrary Drop-in, 2pm, Library

18

Pilgrim Party, 4pm, Community Center
Dinner At Home , 7pm, Library
Planning and Zoning Commission
7pm, City Hall

19

Holiday Help with Whole Foods Market
7pm, Library

4

Pizza with Santa,
6:30pm, Community Center
Upcycled Book Night, 7pm, Library

5

Opera Lecture: The Merry Widow,
7pm, Library

Virtual Reality, 6pm , Library
River Cruising, 7pm, Library

6

Holiday Craft Fair, 9am,
St. John Lutheran Early Learning Center
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6

Harry Potter Trivia Night, 7pm, Library

7

Children’s Clothing Resale
9am, PD Community Center
Little Hands Art, 10am, Library

Angelo Imbrogno is the president of
Blue Diamond Wealth Management

December

Inside the Box: International Games Day
6:30pm, Library
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Video Game Swap (grades 5–12)
12pm, Library

10

NaNoWriMo Write-In, 1pm, Library

11

Fabulous Frank, 2pm, Library

An Evening with A. S. King, 7pm, Library
Veterans Day Drop-in, 2:30pm, Library

13

DCC Coffee Connection,
8am, First Merchants Bank

14

Holiday Craft Show,
9am, PD Community Center
Intermediate iPad, 10am, Library
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Planning and Zoning Commission
7pm, City Hall

21

Police Committee, 6pm
Meet & Greet the Mayor, 6–7pm
City Council, 7:30pm, City Hall

25

Happy Holidays!
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Inflata-Palooza, 10am, Sportsplex

Tree Lighting, 4pm, Old Lace Schoolhouse

7

Administrative and Finance Committee
6pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

23

Municipal Services, 6:30pm, City Hall

Mockingjay Part 2 Release Party,
6:30pm, Library

Chamber Holiday Luncheon
11:30am, Zazzo’s Pizza & Catering
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12

Coding with Apps, 6pm, Library

Rudolph’s Holiday Party
4pm, Community Center

24
26

Happy Thanksgiving!
27

Stuffed Animal Sleepover, 4pm, Library

Dancing with the Chamber Starz,
6:30pm, Ashton Place

15

Practice ACT, 1:15pm, Library

22

23

