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A message from our mayor
Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you
didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from
the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.
~Mark Twain

Happy New Year and I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy
holiday season!
I wanted to thank the residents who participated in the 2016 Citizen
Survey. Approximately 500 residents responded to questions about city services,
finances, transparency, and city priorities. The city council reviewed the survey results
at a special city council meeting. Overwhelmingly, the citizens were pleased with the
quality of living in Darien as well as providing suggestions for improvement. You can
view a copy of the survey on the city’s web site.
We begin our planning for the 2017/2018 fiscal year with the budget meetings
beginning in February. The city’s fiscal year runs from May 1, 2017 to April 30, 2018.
We use a three year budget to anticipate expenses and ensure we are on solid
financial footing to provide the services our residents expect. I would encourage
you to attend our budget meetings or follow them on our local cable channel. If
you have any questions regarding the city’s budget please feel free to contact City
Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114 or bvana@darienil.gov.
The city currently has a contract with Advance Disposal (formally Veolia) for
residential garbage, yard waste, and recycling services. That contract expires on
March 31. The city is currently exploring a contract extension with Advanced which
may include a change by providing all residents with garbage and recycling wheeled
carts. Additional information will be provided as our discussions with Advanced are
continuing.
If you would like more information on the City of Darien, please visit our website at
darien.il.us

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor

The puzzle
of parenting
by Ben Scott

With no guidebook or definitive markers of success,
how can parents be sure they possess the necessary tools
to take on one of life’s greatest responsibilities?

M

ost parents want the same
things for their children—
they want to provide a
positive environment in which their
kids can grow up to become happy,
healthy and self-reliant adults. But
with no guidebook or definitive
markers of success, how can parents
be sure they possess the necessary
tools to take on one of life’s greatest
responsibilities?
“Parents can support their
children’s development and
wellbeing so they can grow up in a
positive way and have opportunities
for academic and social success,”
says Kimberly Svevo-Cianci, founder
of Changing Children’s Worlds
Foundation (see cover).
After welcoming a child into
the world with unconditional
6 DuPageNeighbors.com

love, many first time parents soon
find themselves overwhelmed
with various fears and anxieties.
Parents of newborns worry about
everything from protecting their
babies from harm to whether their
baby is getting enough to eat, crying
too much, sleeping too much or too
little and generally whether or not
they themselves have the skills to be
good parents. With all of these fears,
how can first time parents manage
their stress?
According to Leon Hoffman,
director of the Pacella Parent Child
Center in New York, first time
parents often waste too much time
sweating the small stuff in their
child’s infancy.
“Worry gets in the way of being
spontaneous and enjoying your

infant’s first year of life,” Hoffman
says. “Babies are far more resilient
than we give them credit for.”
(webmd.com)
Of course, relaxing is easier
said than done, and many new
fears develop for parents as their
children get older. According to a
survey conducted by the University
of Michigan C.S. Mott Children’s
Hospital, the top “big problems”
facing children across the United
States today include childhood
obesity, bullying, substance abuse,
violence at school and internet
safety. As the list suggests, the
potential problems facing today’s
children often feel too big or
abstract for parents to manage.
What skills must parents develop to
raise happy, well-adjusted children?

Even as the world continues to
change, experts say the foundation
of good parenting remains the same.
“Showing a child endless love
is at the core of being a good
parent,” says William Doherty, Ph.D.
“Fortunately, this comes easily for
most moms and dads; Nature has
programmed us to love our own
children.” (parents.com)
Doherty says that, above all,
parents show love by being a
reliable and attentive presence in
their children’s lives. It’s the little
things parents do that matter most;
parents show their affection with a
hug, praise high grades or display an
art project on the refrigerator, and
this positive environment reinforces
good behavior.
Another significant way a parent
can be a positive presence in their
child’s life is by playing an active
role in their education. Experts in
psychology and linguistics have
espoused the importance of reading
to children when they’re very

young. At Indian Prairie Public
Library (IPPL), parents and their
children can participate in “Little
U” storytime classes which use
talking, singing, reading, writing
and playing to build early literacy
skills. IPPL also participates in the
nationwide “1000 Books Before
Kindergarten” program, funded in
part by the Darien Rotary Club,
which helps parents boost their
children’s learning potential in
preparation for school. While this
program might sound intimidating,
it can be accomplished in less
than three years if parents read a
book to their children every day.
Reading can be a great bonding
activity between a child and parent.
Furthermore, according to an article
on reachoutandread.org, reading
aloud builds word-sound awareness
in children, a predictor of general
academic success.
Parents who provide positive
academic and home environments
for their children when they’re

young are certainly on the right
track. However, as all parents
know, challenges will arise in even
the most loving homes. What
can parents do to deal with the
undesirable behaviors their children
are bound to exhibit? An article on
the Child Development Institute’s
(CDI) website provides practical
solutions and tips for parents
regarding common behavioral
issues. Among other things, they
recommend parents never disagree
with one another about discipline
in front of their children. Further,
they suggest parents never give an
order, request or command without
being able to enforce it at the
time. The CDI also suggest parents
consistently reward or punish the
same behavior in the same manner
as much as possible.
“Many parents find that it’s tough
to be firm with their children. They
can’t set rules. They threaten but
they don’t follow through with
consequences,” says therapist Ron
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The puzzle of parenting

Taffel, Ph.D. (parents.com)
Taffel explains that children who
don’t see their parents as authority
figures will often find a code
of conduct in a “second family”
comprised of their peer group and
pop culture. Immersed in the world
of this second family, kids act out in
unhealthy and dangerous ways.

“They lie without guilt; they
experiment with drugs and alcohol;
they have sex at frighteningly early
ages,” Taffel says. “They do these
things because in the world of their
second family, such behavior is
acceptable.”
Taffel recognizes that many
parents want to avoid the kind of

Another significant way a parent can be a positive presence in their child’s life
is by playing an active role in their education.
8
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oppressive parenting they grew
up with, but he emphasizes the
importance of striking a balance
between offering children support
and simultaneously providing
structure.
“It is the constant, natural back
and forth between love and limits
that is the mark of a great parent,”
Taffel says.
Child and adolescent psychiatrist
Elizabeth Berger, M.D. says a great
parent is also a great role model.
Parents can provide structure and
discipline, but it’s equally important
they practice what they preach by
modeling healthy behavior.
“A lifetime spent with a generous
adult creates another generous
adult. A childhood in which material
goods aren’t overemphasized
produces a child who understands
that she can’t buy everything at the
mall,” Berger says. (parents.com)
The idea of modeling positive
behavior can prove difficult for
parents who grew up in abusive
or otherwise dysfunctional family
situations. Even parents who
start out with the best intentions

may find the task of parenting
more complicated than they had
anticipated. Fortunately, there are
organizations in many communities
which can provide guidance in these
situations. One such Geneva-based
organization, Changing Children’s
Worlds Foundation (CCWF), works
towards providing children with
a network of caregivers who are
engaged in supporting their positive
development in nonviolent families
and peaceful communities.
CCWF President Kimberly
Svevo-Cianci, Ph.D. started the
organization in 2011 when she
saw a need for primary prevention
against child abuse and neglect.
Svevo-Cianci advocates for
prevention over intervention
whenever possible, stressing that
adverse childhood experiences often
continue to affect individuals into
their adult life.
“Childhood trauma impacts
your ability to regulate in the face
of anxiety and stress, and toxic
experiences can even impair a
person’s DNA,” she says.
To accomplish their mission,

CCWF uses the International Child/
Parent Development program
(ICDP), an intergenerational
approach developed by
psychologists in 1985 to strengthen
parent-child relationships. CCWF
partners with organizations like
Tri-City Family Services, training
caregivers who facilitate 10–12
week ICDP groups at schools in
Kane and DuPage County. Offered
at no cost, the program trains
parents, children and caregiver
facilitators to implement empathybased interactions in their daily lives.
Svevo-Cicanci says the ICDP is
aimed at parents of kids between
the ages of 0–6 but can be effective
for parents of children as old as 16.
She describes the program as a way
for parents to understand their role
and model positive behavior using
emotional, regulative dialogue.
Like many other childhood
development experts, SvevoCianci emphasizes the incalculable
positive affect parents have on
their children when they play an
active, attentive role in the child’s
life. Whether through the help of

organizations like CCWF, literature
and online resources or the support
and guidance of other parents,
successful parents are ones who
care deeply and love their children
unconditionally. Parents who play
this kind of active role in their
child’s life may find the hardest part
of their job is finally letting go.
“The major part of our job as
parents is to eventually become
dispensable,” says licensed marriage,
family and child therapist Jane
Nelsen, Ed.D. (parents.com) “So,
above all, we need to encourage our
children to do things for themselves.
We need to teach them to think
independently, solve their own
problems, and believe deeply in
their own abilities.”

Ben Scott is the community editor of
Neighbors Magazines.
To learn more about Changing
Children’s World Foundation
call 630-909-9411 or visit
changingchildrensworlds.org.
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2017 Darien Citizen of the Year news…

City of Darien winter parking regulations

Tune in to see the announcement of our 2017 Citizen of the Year at the
City Council Meeting on Mon., Jan. 16 at 7:30pm.
On Tues., Feb. 21 after the conclusion of the city council meeting,
everyone is invited to honor the Citizen of the Year at a cake and coffee
reception at city hall. Come and meet the 2017 Citizen of the Year and
celebrate with us to recognize all our honoree has done to make Darien
the nice place it is to live and raise a family.
On Sat., March 4 all are invited to attend the dinner/dance at Alpine
Banquets honoring our Citizen of the Year. Ticket cost will be $30 per
person which includes dinner and open bar. Reservations for the event will
be available at city hall after Feb. 1. Deadline to RSVP is Tues., Feb. 28.
For questions or reservations, please call Diane at Darien City Hall,
630-353-8102.

There is no parking allowed on city streets during a
snow event when snow or ice exceeds one inch.
Snowplows and other emergency vehicles must
have access and ability to pass down streets; parked
vehicles in the roadways inhibit these vehicles and

A warning about unsafe ice

2016 Citizen of the Year—
Marian Krupicka

Please help us keep fire hydrants
clear of snow.
Large snowfall can hide fire hydrants and make them difficult to find
during an emergency. The city encourages residents to clear fire hydrants of
snow nearest their residence or business of snow. Firefighters need at least a
three-foot clearance on all sides of the hydrant, including a pathway to the
hydrant from the street.
By taking a little time to clear a hydrant you are helping the fire
department, your neighbors and yourself in the event of an emergency. The
local fire departments and city personnel also assist in clearing hydrants.
If you have identified a snow buried fire hydrant and are unable to assist
please call 630-353-8105.

DuPage County Forest Preserve
District is warning outdoor
enthusiasts to be cautious about
stepping out onto the ice. As ice
melts and refreezes during late
winter it may become porous, weak
and unable to support activity
regardless of its thickness. Look for
cracks, ridges or faults in the ice;
differently colored ice (especially
dark gray or black); open water in
the center of an otherwise frozen
lake; ice that looks rotten or porous;
and ice covered by water or slush for
signs that the ice might be unsafe.
In any outdoor emergency,
call 911 for help. To reach Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County
police, call 630-933-7240.

Prevent water lines from freezing
All residents should take
precautions to keep water supply
lines in your homes from freezing
during extreme cold. You should let
the water trickle in plumbing lines
or fixtures that face north or west
exterior walls. This helps to prevent
water from freezing within the wall.
Additionally, the city would like
to remind residents that if you are

Carbon monoxide problems
increase along with snowfall
Local fire departments see an increase in the number
of carbon monoxide incidents and detector activations
during high snowfall, due to snow accumulation and
buildup.
These types of incidents are a common problem when
there are high snow drifts that block furnace vents and
air intakes in some homes—predominantly homes that
have newer, high-efficiency furnaces. These systems
typically vent through the sill plate of a home, close
to ground level through white PVC piping. Drifting
snow has the potential to block these vents, causing the
furnace or water heater to stop operating. Some newer
high-efficiency furnaces have automatic shutoffs that
shut down a furnace when the vents are blocked, but
many furnaces don’t. If they fail to shut down, carbon
monoxide may back up in a home.
After any snowfall, it is important to inspect the area
around the furnace and hot water heater vents to ensure
that snow and ice are not blocking the safe operation
of these fuel-burning devices. Vents and intake pipes
10

block visibility. In snow emergencies snowplows are
able to more efficiently clear your street without parked
vehicles obstructing the process.
We thank you for your cooperation and support!

going to be leaving town for an
extended amount of time during
the winter season, that you should
set the hot water tank to pilot and
maintain the heating system at a 60
degree range. We also encourage
shutting off your water at the meter
and relieving the pressure from the
pipes by turning on a couple of
faucets at the lowest point.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
should have a 3-foot clearance from snow, shrubs or
other obstructions. Water heaters and dryer vents also
should be cleared of snow to prevent possible carbon
monoxide poisoning.
State law requires that all residential occupancies
have carbon monoxide detectors installed by the
property owner. More information regarding state
statute requirements can be found at ilga.gov/legislation/
publicacts/94/094-0741.htm.

Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110
Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1

630-776-1487
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858
Thomas M. Chlystek, Alderman, 4
708-505-9275
Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230
Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
11
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Senior Services
There are many services and programs available to
Darien Senior Citizens. The following are some services

available thru the City of Darien, Downers Grove
Township, DuPage County, and the State of Illinois:

Dial-A-Ride

Dial-A-Ride is a curb-to-curb paratransit service for
senior citizens and disabled persons provided by the
Township of Downers Grove through a contract with
PACE. Rides can be scheduled to any location within
the Township, Monday through Friday 8am to 4pm. The
fare is $5. Registration is necessary before starting to use
the service. To get more information call 630-719-6685.

Home Maintenance

DuPage Senior Citizen Council Home Maintenance
Program is available for senior citizens in DuPage
County. This program provides affordable repair
services so seniors can maintain the safety and value
of their homes. For more information please call:
630-620-0804.

Real Estate Tax Relief

Meals on Wheels

Call DuPage County Meals on Wheels at 630-6200804 for home delivered hot/cold meals for seniors in
need.

Para-Transit

Para-Transit is a DuPage County program that
provides rides to doctor, Social Security office or Public
Aid office appointments. Nominal fees each way. You
must call first for appointment time. Call 630-682-7000
and ask for Para-Transit Services.

Subsidized Taxi Service

City of Darien Pilot II Subsidized Taxi Service provides
transportation needs using coupons that reduce the cost
of taxi fares. This program serves Darien residents who
are senior citizens (65+) and persons with disabilities
(must be documented). Participants must first register
at the Darien City Hall by completing a program
registration form. Ride coupons have face value of $5
each and cost $2.50 each (City of Darien subsidizes half
of the cost). Please contact Darien City Hall for further
details and information at 630-852-5000.

DuPage Homeownership Center

The DuPage Homeownership Center (DHOC) is
a nonprofit organization that provides a full range
of services to promote responsible sustainable home
ownership, with an emphasis on serving first-time home
buyers, low- and moderate-income households and
homeowners in crisis. The center was created in 1991 as
a result of a DuPage County Affordable Housing Task
Force Report. For information regarding their services
please contact them at 630-260-2500.
12

household per year: standard passenger car, B-truck,
persons with disabilities, recreational vehicles weighing
up to 8,000 pounds, or all military license.
To receive your plate discount:
The Secretary of State’s office sends eligible seniors
a notification after they are accepted into the Illinois
Department on Aging’s program. When you buy license
plates or renew your license plate sticker, you must
submit the notification to verify that you are qualified
for the discount. If you have already renewed your
license plate sticker and paid full price, and are now part
of the program, you may be eligible for a refund. Call
the Secretary of State’s office at 800-252-8980 for more
information.

Senior Home Sharing

Senior Home Sharing is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to helping meet the need for affordable senior
housing by providing a shared housing option. Homes
are located in Lombard, Downers Grove, Elmhurst and
Naperville. Senior Home Sharing’s mission is to provide
seniors with an opportunity to live independently in an
affordable family style home. For information regarding
their services please contact them at 630-407-0440.

DuPage Housing Authority

Safe, decent and affordable housing are key elements
of the mission of the DuPage Housing Authority. At
the DuPage Housing Authority individuals and families
are provided with rental assistance vouchers through
a program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development. For information regarding
their services please contact them at 630-690-3555

Darien senior citizens should contact the Downers
Grove Township Assessor’s Office to see if they qualify
for any real estate tax relief through several programs.
Senior Homestead Exemption—Senior citizens may
be eligible for a $3,000 reduction from the equalized
assessed valuation.
Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption—Senior
citizens may be eligible for protection against real estate
tax increases.
Real Estate Tax Deferral—Senior Citizens may be
eligible to defer payment of real estate taxes and any
special assessments.
Minimally, these programs require that you be 65
years of age, meet income guidelines, own and occupy
your home, and are liable for the payment of your
real estate taxes. Call the Downers Grove Township
Office to see if you qualify and for an application
630-968-2100.

Guardian Program

Sheriff Zaruba encourages every senior citizen in
DuPage County to register with the Guardian System, a

Recycle your holiday lights!

State of Illinois Benefit Access Program

The Secretary of State’s office provides a discount for
license plate purchase or renewal.
To apply:
Seniors must first fill out a form from the Illinois
Department on Aging which is available online at
illinois.gov/aging/BenefitAccess.
Eligible seniors usually receive a mailing from the
Secretary of State’s office notifying them that they are
eligible for reduced license plate fees.
Discount applies to one set of the following plates per

free service designed to ensure the well being of seniors
as well as the physically and mentally disabled in the
county.
Guardian is a computerized phone system that calls
registered members on prearranged days and times
to verify that they are okay. If the member does not
respond to the telephone call by entering a four digit
code on their telephone an alarm sounds and a police
dispatcher will attempt to reach the member via
telephone.
If still unsuccessful, a previously designated neighbor
or family member will be contacted. If the emergency
contact cannot be reached, a deputy will be sent to the
member’s home to make sure everything is okay.
Guardian is available to DuPage County residents who
are over the age of 62 or physically or mentally disabled
and live alone. To register for the Guardian program
you may call the sheriff’s office at 630-407-2400
to have an application mailed to you. Applications
may also be picked up at the sheriff’s office,
501 N. County Farm Rd., Wheaton, or at any township
office.

Don’t know what to do with
the old strands of Christmas lights
that are tangled and broken? Don’t
throw them in the garbage—recycle

them! The City of Darien has again
partnered with Elgin Recycling to
offer our residents free recycling
of holiday lights! Last year Darien
residents recycled 1900 pounds of
holiday lights.
All light colors and strand lengths
will be accepted. Items include minilights (Italian lights), C7 lights, C9
lights, rope lights, LED lights, and
extension cords. (Please—no CFLs).

From now through Feb. 10 you
may bring your lights to the Darien
Police Department lobby at 1710
Plainfield Rd. The bin is located
outside, so there are no restricted
hours. Please leave lights only, and
take your boxes and bags home
with you for disposal. For more
information please call 630-3538115 or visit elginrecycling.com
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Gregory Leban, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
Joseph Tortorich, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
14

Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service
Award seeks nominations
The Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service Award recognizes 8th
grade students who have demonstrated a commitment to their community
through volunteer activities in the school as well as local organizations.
Although the student must currently be in 8th grade, service performed
during sixth and seventh grades will be considered. More than one
individual may be nominated. Recipients of the award will be announced at
the Eisenhower Junior High School Commencement Ceremony.
The Board of Education is asking our school and local communities to
think about those upcoming graduates who have given of their time and
talents beyond the classroom walls. We would like to know about students
who have volunteered for the Darien Youth Club, church groups, food
banks, as well as other organizations. Local groups such as the Lions,
Chamber of Commerce, Women’s Club, and Rotary will be contacted for
possible nominations. Formal applications for the award are available at
darien61.org. Please think about the young people you know and how they
have touched the lives of others in our community.
Nominations must be received by May 5.

Yearly notification of building materials
Darien School District #61 is required to notify all parents, guardians,
faculty, and staff of asbestos containing building materials present within
the school buildings. Over the years we have undertaken removal of these
materials, however, some still remains in various locations within the
buildings.
These materials are periodically inspected and maintained intact and
are safe to the occupants. If you desire more information regarding these
materials, please stop by your school office and they will provide you with
the information.

Ways to know before you go
In the event of an emergency or if bad weather hits, how would you know
school is closed?
We have a number of ways to communicate:
• The Superintendent’s message will be sent through our auto-dial system.
All families who have provided us with information at registration are part
of the system for phone and e-mail notification. Please notify your child’s
school if your contact information changes.
• Call your child’s school and listen to a voice message announcement.
• Visit the website: darien61.org
• Check your email for a district
message.
• Follow us on Twitter. Our user name
is DarienSD61.
• Watch/Listen to the news.

Calling all science enthusiasts
and inventors!!!

Come to our first “Invention
Convention” at Mark DeLay School!
Mark your calendars for Wed.,
Feb. 8 from 6pm–7pm
Once you’re here, you can stay for
the DeLay/Lace PTA Meeting!

Parent University: It’s never too late to learn something new
by Mary Andersen, DeLay School
In the spring of 2015, there were
a lot of curriculum shifts happening in the primary and elementary buildings of District #61. We
adopted a new reading/language
arts series the previous school year
and were in our first year of a new
math series. As teachers we were
trying to find the balance between
“the way we used to teach” and the
“new methods to better service all
students.” Even with backgrounds
in education, teachers felt some
growing pains and struggled to find
the time to fit everything in. With
that in mind, we were sensitive to
the differences in the homework
that students were bringing home
and what parents were seeing in the
backpacks. We understood the importance of working together for the
success of your students and wanted
to help in any way.
To further bridge the home/school
connection, and teach parents some
of the “tricks of the trade,” DeLay
School began offering “Parent
Universities” on varying subjects.
Our first topic, in March 2015, was
Go Math!--our new math series.
We partnered with Lace School for
this first one and offered a “Parent University” to give assistance
in navigating the online portion of
our series and answer any questions
parents may have on how to help
their student at home. We had a
laptop cart in the gym for parents
to check out a machine and login
as their student. They were able to
walk through the online tools and
learn how to support their child at
home.
While continuing with the theme
of math, since math is all around
us, Mark DeLay School hosted a
“Hands on Math” night in May
2015. There were several stations
set up in the gym for parents to ex-

perience math centers using simple
household items. Parents learned
that they can use a deck of playing
cards or dice to help their child with
math facts. There was also a “food”
center where parents learned how
to use anything from Cheerios to
Goldfish crackers to help with number recognition and counting. The
children played math games with
the district staff of K.I.D.S. Club,
too. Each parent left with a folder
that contained copies of each center
and a goody bag with dice, a deck
of cards, pencil, eraser and a bag
of Goldfish crackers. The parents
were also given ideas on how to
extend the math centers so they can
continue to grow with their child as
they master their math skills.
In support of fostering a lifelong
love of reading, we demonstrated
several activities that parents can
use at home to boost literacy skills
at our third “Parent University” in
November 2015. The theme of our
event was “Llama, Llama Red Pajama.” The children came in their favorite set of pajamas and did literacy
activities, listened to several books
and enjoyed hot chocolate and
munchkins at K.I.D.S. Club. Each
child left with a “Llama, Llama”. .
.book and there were raffle prizes
given out. Once again the parents
received a folder that contained copies of each of the activities and how
to practice them at home. We also
had a representative from the Indian
Prairie Library who gave information about how to get a library card
and other services that they provide.
To help promote a love of healthy
eating and movement, we demonstrated several movement activities
and easy healthy eating choices
that families can use at home. The
theme of our fourth “Parent University” in February 2016 was “Get Up

and Move.” We welcomed parents and children to come in their
favorite set of workout gear. The
parents learned how to sign up for a
free “gonoodle” account, do simple
yoga poses, incorporate math into
movement and much, much, more.
The students did movement breaks
and had a dance party at K.I.D.S.
Club. We also had The Sunny Patch
Project here sharing information
about growing your own vegetables.
Just as before, the parents left with
handouts so they could replicate
the different movement activities at
home.
The fifth “Parent University” in
our series was “Weird Science” in
October 2016. There are some
new methods to teach science and
we wanted the parents to feel the
experience (see page 16). They
were invited to go through the four
disciplinary core ideas of the NGSS
(Next Generation Science Standards) and perform simple experiments. The “cool” thing was they
were all experiments that used items
you would have around the house.
We wanted families to be able to
go home and try these experiments
on their own, too. The NGSS aren’t
about the end product, it’s about
the process. We showed parents
that everyone’s process might be a
little different, but that’s what makes
it interesting. The kids were in the
gym with K.I.D.S. Club learning
about science and exploring different sensory materials.
So…what’s next? DeLay School
wants to continue their “Parent
University” series and we want to
find out what you’re curious about
and want to investigate. Our hope
is to offer a little something for
everyone. If you have an idea for a
“Parent University” please contact
Mary Andersen at 630-869-5803
Continued on page 16
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Hungry at school and falling behind—
Taste of Route 66 Rotary fundraiser
It’s Monday morning and 1 out of 5 Darien Elementary school students are hungry. They are groggy. Not
fully engaged. They are falling behind. Darien District
61 Superintendent Dr. Robert Carlo says, “some of these
students end up in the nurse’s office complaining of
headaches or upset stomachs which the nurse knows is
easily cured with a healthy meal.”
Over the weekend, their families were not able to provide sustained nutrition. Back in school, they will receive
free or reduced price meals from the school district. It
can be Wednesday before they regain their full potential
to learn. Caring teachers will spend class time helping
them keep up, making this an issue that can affect all
students in the class.
It can be hard to believe that hunger is such a common problem in our community. Hunger is a quiet
struggle. Families can be fearful of the stigma of asking
for help. Your own neighbors may be facing challenges
and in the struggle to make ends meet choose to forego
meals to keep the heat on.
The Rotary Club of Darien has been attacking this
problem by assembling packages of shelf stable food
that local school districts can discreetly place into an
undernourished learner’s backpack on Friday afternoon
so that they can continue to be fully nourished over the
weekend.

This school year they have been able to provide Backpack Food for Kids assistance every weekend to 195
students in need. However, Superintendent Dr. Robert
Carlo estimates that in his district alone there are over
400 children currently in need of assistance. “Fortunately, we have the Rotary Club of Darien working with
us to close that gap.”
We would like to invite you to join us for an evening
of good food and fellowship as we seek to expand the
program to cover all of the at risk children in our area.
On April 25, starting at 6pm, the Rotary Club of Darien
will be holding its annual Taste of Route 66 Fundraiser
at Carriage Greens Country Club primarily to raise
funds to support the Backpack Food for Kids program,
as well as to raise additional funds for other local, national, and international programs, such as Shelter Box,
Darien DYC scholarship program, and NAMI DuPage.
Area restaurants will be providing a sampling of their
menus. There will be a cash bar and the event will feature silent and live auctions. Tickets are $40.
To purchase tickets to the event or participate in our
online silent auction, please visit tasteofroute66.org. For
information about the event also visit tasteofroute66.org.
You can learn more about our Backpack Food for Kids
program and make a donation to support our service
efforts by visiting rotarybackpack.org.
Help us give every student the chance to succeed.

Parent University
continued from page 15

or mandersen@darien61.org or Lisa
Kompare at 630-869-5802 or
lkompare@darien61.org. We would
love to hear from you!
A special thank you to the K.I.D.S.
Club staff for offering free childcare

during these events, which makes it
possible for more parents to attend.
Thanks to all of the parents who
have supported our events and the
ones who look forward to attending
new ones.

And a huge thank you to all of the
teachers who volunteer their time
for these events so we can continue
to strengthen the home/school connection.

Here’s our “Weird Scientists”
on Oct. 18, 2016.
The fifth “Parent University” featured
“Weird Science.” Parents experienced
some new methods to teach science.
Left to Right: Ashley Frye, Becky
Knapp, Brittany Polly, Melissa Winter,
Ashley Daly, Kerry Senesac,
Mary Andersen, Diane Nelson, and
Marcela Buhrke.
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Darien School District #61 Kindergarten Round Up
at Mark DeLay School
What to do...

1. Pick up a registration folder after Feb. 1 at any District #61 school office.
2. Come to Mark DeLay on Feb. 22 from 5–7pm for registration or
Call the office to make an appointment to register your child. We will be scheduling registration appointments
during the week of February 21–24 between 9am and 2pm.
Please bring the following documents in order to register your child for Kindergarten:
1. Your child’s original birth certificate. Please note that your child must be five (5) years old on or
before Sept. 1. We will need to copy the original.
2. Three (3) forms of Proof of Residency from the following categories:
AND

ONE item from the following list

TWO (2) items from the following list

* Most recent property tax bill listing you as tax
payer

* Current Driver’s License showing address

* Signed Lease for your residence listing child

* Current gas or electric bill with your name and
address

* Closing statement for purchase of residence

* Public Aid Card

* Completed residency affidavit from owner of
residence stating that you reside at the residence on
a full-time basis

* Certificate of Insurance for residence

* Automobile registration from State of Illinois
3. Registration Fee. Checks made payable to Darien District #61.

Qué a hacer...

Darién Distrito Escolar # 61
Kindergarten en la Escuela de Mark DeLay

1. Venga a recoger una carpeta del registro después del 1 de febrero en cualquier oficina de escuela del
districto #61.
2. Vuelva el 22 de febrero a los 5–7pm para el registro o llame la oficina para hacer una cita para registrar a su niño.
Seremos hacer citas del registro para la semana del 21-24 de febrero entre los 9 en la mañana y los 2 en la tarde.
Traiga por favor los documentos siguientes para registrar a su niño para el jardín de la infancia (Kindergarten):
1. El certificado de nacimiento de tu hijo. Por favor observe que su niño debe tener cinco (5) años en o antes de 1
de septiembre de 2017.
2. Tres (3) formas de las categorías siguientes que verifica la residencia:
UN artículo de la lista siguiente

Y

DOS (2) artículos de la lista siguiente

* Tú cuenta de impuestos reciente que muestra
tú como contribuyente

* Tu licencia de conductor que tiene su dirección

* Un arrendamiento firmado de tu residencia
que contiene el nombre de tu hijo

* Una cuenta reciente de gas o electricidad que contiene
tu nombre

* Declaración de clausura para la compra de
residencia

* Tarjeta de Asistencia Pública

* Declaración jurada de residencia del
propietario de residencia que indica que resides
y vives en el residencia registrada toda el ano

* El Certificado de Seguro para la residencia

* Un registro de automóvil del Estado del Illinois
3. El registro cuesta. Tasa de registro. Escribe los cheques al Darien District #61.
Darien School District #61—Mark DeLay School
6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Get to know your Darien Park District!

More details are available on darienparks.com

Did you know…
…the Darien Park District offers
a high quality, DCFS certified
preschool, with over 200 kids per
year?
• Classes are offered from age 2–5
years old
• Registration opens Jan. 16 for new
students for the 2017–18 school
year—classes fill quickly so reserve
your spot early
• Our preschool curriculum is
designed to prepare your child for
Kindergarten
• Come visit and see the classrooms
at our open houses on Jan. 11 and
Feb. 1 from 6pm–7:30pm.

Did you know…
Did you know…
…the Darien Park District offers
customizable children’s birthday
parties, at an affordable price?
• These include fun parties such as:
sports, arts & crafts, nerf dart tag,
glamour girl, and more—all close
to home
• Parties are themed and
customized to make it exactly
what your child wants
• Many customizable options
including pizza, cake, sundae bar,
inflatables, pinatas and more!
18

…the Darien Park District offers
many options for adults to stay
active?
• Learn how to ice skate with adult
ice skating lessons at Sportsplex,
or come skate during week day
public skate hours
• Come play pick-up games of
Pickle ball on Thursday nights—
only $5 per week!
• Join an adult indoor soccer or
volleyball team
• Walk on the indoor field at
Sportsplex for free (hours vary)

Darien Park District Mission Statement
To provide the highest quality recreation programs, facilities, and parks,
that meet the needs and enrich the lives of all Darien Park District residents.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

DarienFest 30th Anniversary

30th Anniversary
1987–2017

Community Kick-off Celebration Event

Congratulations to the 2016 Darien Chamber
Excellence Award Finalists!

January 30

Alkaye Media Group

7pm–8:30pm

Barbara J. Vondra, CPA

Darien Swim & Recreation Club
1001 Hinsbrook Ave., Darien

Joerg Seifert Law Offices P.C.

Help Wanted!

Calling Darien organizations and Darien residents. The Darien Chamber
of Commerce invites you to get involved in the planning and executing of
YOUR 30th Anniversary DarienFest!

Congratulations!
Orangetheory Fitness
Springhill Suites by Marriott

Miskatonic Brewing Company
Chuck’s Southern Comfort Cafe
Zazzo’s Pizza
The Crazy Burrito

The Darien Chamber needs you!
Join the Chamber to receive the following benefits:

Jan. 25
Darien Chamber Excellence Award
State of the Chamber Luncheon
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café, 11:30am

Jan. 31
DCC Coffee Connection
BMO Harris Bank, 8am

At this meeting you will have the
opportunity to join a committee and
be part of this historical event.

Enjoy samples from Chamber
member businesses:

Jan. 10
State of the County with Dan Cronin
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am

Jan. 30
DarienFest 30th Anniversary Community
Kick-Off Event
Darien Swim & Recreation Club, 7pm

We are in need of community
involvement to make this
anniversary event the BEST ever!

Register online at darienchamber.com
by Jan. 23.

Upcoming Events

Dancing
with the
Chamber Starz
A Gala Event

Congratulations to all of our Dancing with the
Chamber Starz Celebrity Dancers. Barbara J. Vondra,
CPA was our Fundraising Champion and Jhasidy Rivera,
Service Manager of WoodSpring Suites, was our 2016
DWTCS Champion.
Save the Date for 2017 Dancing with the Chamber
Starz—Nov. 11 at Ashton Place

• FREE 50 word description with a colored logo featured in the
Neighbors of Darien Magazine ($288 value)
• Your business will be listed in the Buyer’s Guide of the 2017-2018 Business
Directory & Community Guide where only Darien Chamber Members are
featured (1-year shelf life)
• Free sponsorship in the 17th Annual Darien Dash Swag Bags
($125 value)
• Networking Events & Professional Development Opportunities
• Major Events Sponsorship Opportunities
Deadline: March 1

Feb. 23
Connecting Women Creating Opportunities
Wine and Networking Event
Cellar 406, 5–7pm
Feb. 28
DCC Coffee Connection
Republic Bank, 8am
Economic Outlook Luncheon
TBA

Don’t miss it!
17th Annual
Darien Dash
Sunday, May 21
Darien Community Park

Member Referral Bonus:

Free sponsorship in Darien Dash Swag Bags

April 22, 2017

Now is the time to join the Chamber!
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Sign up online today at darienchamber.com
or contact Clare Bongiovanni
630-968-0004 • clare@darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien
DuPageNeighbors.com

Congratulations to Darien Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO Clare Bongiovanni, who is celebrating 10
years with the Darien Chamber in January.

Save the date!
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic treats animals with
professional and compassionate care

P

et owners know how important regular veterinary
checkups are to the wellbeing of their animals. In
Darien, Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic (BRVC) has
been the go-to clinic for animal lovers for over 40 years,
priding itself as a clinic that offers the highest levels of
patient advocacy and compassionate care.
“It’s very rewarding to be able to help pets who in
turn end up giving so much back to their owners,” says
Hospital Manager Karen Rooney.
Rooney was hired at BRVC 20 years ago by the clinic’s
founder, Dr. Richard Velders. She now oversees a staff of
more than 20 experienced veterinarians and caregivers.
Eight years ago, BRVC moved to its current location at
8120 S. Cass Ave. to accommodate a growing staff and
clientele.
BVRC sees a wide-variety of animals including dogs,
cats, pocket-pets, birds and some exotics. The clinic
offers a complete range of veterinary services, from
wellness care and vaccinations to diagnostics and surgical
procedures. BRVC vets are skilled in most modern veterinary surgical techniques and use up-to-date technology;
therapeutic cold lasers, for instance, are used to reduce
both acute pain and pain related to chronic conditions
like arthritis.
BRVC also offers a weight management program
where vets work with owners to design an exercise and
nutrition program for their animal.
“We’ve had some great success stories with this program,” Rooney says. “People get excited and the pets feel
better. It’s encouraging to see older animals do things
they haven’t done in a while like meeting their owner at
the door.”
Rooney says BRVC goes above and beyond to make
animals comfortable during their visit, noting that BRVC
recently became the first Fear FreeSM certified vet clinic
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in DuPage County. Fear Free is a training and certification program that helps veterinarians modify clinic procedures, handling and facilities to help pets feel safe and
comfortable while receiving the medical care they need.
“We use pheromones in the exam rooms and reception area to keep things calmer for the animals. We also
try to get cats in the exam room sooner so they get acclimated and avoid other animals,” Rooney says. “Generally,
we try to keep animals less stressed so they aren’t afraid
to come back.”
To earn the Fear Free certification, BRVC co-owner
Jeffrey D. Palmer, DVM completed a comprehensive
eight-part educational course and exam.
“Implementing Fear Free techniques is a natural next
step for Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic,” says Dr. Palmer.
“In addition to making sure each pet receives all of the
medical treatments needed for good physical health,
we’re equally committed to the emotional health of our patients.”
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
understands the bond parents have
with their “furry children” and strives
to exceed their client’s expectations
while providing the best medical care
available.
“We’ve been here a long time and
our staff has been here a long time,”
Rooney says. “We treat our staff as
family and we try to treat our clients
the same way.”
To schedule an appointment
at Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic,
call 630-598-0600 or visit
burrridgevet.com.

Around the Block

for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
lessons, investigate the science fair displays, visit the
computer lab, hear students perform music, learn about
the 1:1 iPad program, browse the Art Fair and more.
Holy Trinity Catholic School is an accredited day school
offering a fully integrated early-childhood development
focused preschool for ages 3–5 (full and part-time), and
a full-day kindergarten through 8th grade. Before and
after-school care, vacation camp and summer camps
are also available. Holy Trinity School is located at
108 S. Linden Ave. in Westmont. For more information,
call 630-971-0184.

Rotary Club of Darien celebrates The Rotary
Foundation centennial
The Rotary Club of Darien will host their Paul
Harris Fellow Community Awards Event and Lunch
on Tues., Jan. 17 from 11:30am–1pm at Coopers
Hawk, Burr Ridge to celebrate the centennial of The
Rotary Foundation. At this event, the Rotary Club
of Darien will be awarding five Paul Harris Fellows
to non-Rotarians in the Darien-area community who
have, by their actions, exemplified the motto of Rotary
which is “Service above Self.” This event is open to
the public. The cost is $25 per person. Register at
darienrotaryclub.org by Jan. 10.

Give back by giving blood
The Darien Lions Club’s annual blood drive will be
held at Lace School on Tues., Feb. 21 from 4–8pm.
You can give blood if you are 17 years or older. You
must have a valid ID; 16 year-olds may give blood with
permission of their parents. You will receive a free
blood test. You can save three lives by donating a pint
of blood. The blood you give will help six surrounding
counties and their hospitals. darienlions.org

The Darien Lions
hold their annual
blood drive
Feb.21

Darien Park District’s
indoor Flea Market is Feb. 4
Clean out your closets, attic and garage and make
a little spending money for yourself. The Darien Park
District will hold an indoor Flea Market at the Darien
Park District Community Center on Feb. 4 from
9am–1pm. Pre-registration is required to reserve a spot
and space is limited. So bring out your hard-to-part with
treasures and get ready to wheel-n-deal. All sellers must
be set-up by 8:30am. Any sellers not on-site by 8:30am
will forfeit their space. darienparks.com
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Darien Park District hosts
Ultimate Princess Party Jan. 27
SEASPAR presents Fish Fry Fundraiser at
Wheatstack restaurant Feb. 24
The Southeast Association for Special Parks And
Recreation (SEASPAR) is hosting its second annual
Fish Fry fundraiser at Wheatstack Restaurant in Lisle
on Fri., Feb. 24. Two seatings are available at 5:30pm
and 7:30pm. Proceeds from the Fish Fry will be used to
support SEASPAR’s recreational programs and services
for individuals with disabilities served by the park
districts of Clarendon Hills, Darien, Downers Grove, La
Grange, La Grange Park, Lemont, Lisle, Westmont and
Woodridge, and the villages of Brookfield, Indian Head
Park and Western Springs.
Pre-order ticket sales end Mon., Feb. 20. Tickets may
be available for purchase at the door. Wheatstack is a
Midwestern eatery and tap that features homemade
American cuisine, located at 5900 IL-53 in Lisle.
For more information and to purchase tickets, call
630-960-7600 or visit SEASPAR.org.

Come to the Darien Garden Club’s
Spring Gardening Inspiration event
Darien Garden Club presents their “Spring
Gardening Inspiration” event, Sat., March. 4 from
8am–2pm. The event offers workshops and speaker
choices that will inspire your best garden ever and
includes a continental breakfast, lunch, goodie
bags, vendors and raffles. The event will be at
Eisenhower Junior High School, 1410 75th Street,
Darien. Advance $45 registration is required. For
detailed workshop and speaker information and
reservation form, see dariengardenclub.com, contact
dariengardenclub@gmail.com or call 630-253-2125.

Holy Trinity School Open House is Jan. 29
Take a guided tour of Holy Trinity School Sun., Jan. 29
from 8am–1pm. You’ll have the opportunity to observe

All princesses in Darien are cordially invited to attend
an Ultimate Princess Party, Fri., Jan. 27 from 6–7:30pm
at the Darien Park District Community Center. In
attendance & available to pose for pictures with your
princess will be: Rapunzel, Belle, Snow White & Fairy
Godmother. Your princess will also decorate her crown
to commemorate the event. Pre-registration is required
by Jan. 20 and all princesses must be accompanied by
an adult. darienparks.com

Drury Lane Theatre presents
Saturday Night Fever
Grab your bell-bottoms and take a trip back in time
with Saturday Night Fever. Performances take place at
Drury Lane Theatre from Jan. 19–March 19. Based
on the 1977 hit film, Saturday Night Fever follows
Brooklyn teen Tony Manero in his attempt to escape
his tribulations by spending weekends at the local
discotheque. Featuring your favorite Bee Gees songs
from the movie such as “Stayin’ Alive” and “More Than
a Woman,” Saturday Night Fever is a nostalgic classic
that will bring you dancing in the aisle. Drury Lane
Theatre is located at 100 Drury Ln., Oakbrook Terrace.
drurylanetheatre.com

Mega Model Show and Swap Meet
at St. John Lutheran Church
Enjoy a Mega Model Show and Swap Meet at St.
John Lutheran Church on Jan. 21, from 9am–1pm. This
extensive show and swap meet offers model enthusiasts
exhibits and merchandise galore no matter what their
preferred mode of transportation. This is not a plastic
model contest. There will be at least two operating
model railroad layouts and over 60 vendor tables selling
plastic model kits and model railroad-related items
on two levels of a building that is fully handicapped
accessible with an elevator and is adjacent to a large
parking lot. This event costs $5 for adults and $2 for

DarienFest 30th Anniversary
Now you can add your own
Community Kickoff
events to the Events Calendar at

Around the Block
youth ages 12–17 years old. St. John Lutheran Church is
located at 7214 S. Cass Ave. in Darien. sjlcdarien.org

DarienFest 30th anniversary community kickoff celebration is Jan. 30
Calling all Darien organizations and Darien residents.
The Darien Chamber of Commerce invites you to get
involved in the planning and the executing of your 30th
anniversary DarienFest and make this anniversary event
the best ever. You will have the opportunity to join
a committee and be part of this historical event. The
kick-off celebration will take place at the Darien Swim &
Recreation Club, 1001 Hinsbrook Ave., on Mon., Jan. 30
from 7–8:30pm. darienchamber.com

Learn a new sport at Windy City Curling
Windy city curling is a curling club operating out of
Rocket Ice Arena in Bolingbrook. The club is dedicated
to building awareness of the sport. New to curling, or
looking to hone your skills? Check out a free program,
Mon., Jan 23 from 5–8pm at Veterans Memorial
Park in Westmont. After a brief introduction, you
will get a chance to participate in a scrimmage game.
windycitycurling.com

Darien Woman’s Club presents
a Creative Youth Art Fair
Darien Woman’s Club presents a Creative Youth Art
Fair competition on Sun., Feb. 26, 2–3:30pm at Cass
Jr. High. Youth ages 4 through high school may submit
paintings, drawings, photography, computer generated
works and sculptures to be independently judged
for prizes. Winning entries receive prizes and their
artwork is displayed at the Indian Prairie Library. The
registration deadline for the Art Fair is Feb. 10 by mail
or at the Indian Prairie Library. Entry forms are available
at the Indian Prairie Library or on the DWC website,
darienwomansclub.org.

Mon., Jan. 30 | 7pm
Darien Swim & Recreation Club

DuPageNeighbors.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

J A N U A R Y 2017
MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

Happy
New
Year!

Fermilab celebrates 50th anniversary

2

3
Board of Fire and
Police Com.
5pm
Police Dept.
Admin. Fin. Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

Adult Chess
Group
6pm
Library

8

Have you been to Fermilab lately? The national
accelerator laboratory is holding several special events
in 2017 to mark their 50th anniversary. On Sat., Jan.
21, the band Mucca Pazza will kick off the celebrations
with a concert in the Wilson Hall Atrium. Then, on Fri.,
Jan. 27 Dr. Chris Quigg will give a lecture at Fermilab’s
Ramsey Auditorium covering the laboratory’s first 50
years. For more information and a complete list of 50th
anniversary events, visit 50.fnal.gov

WEDNESDAY

9
Adult Chess
Group
6pm

10
App Attack
7pm
Library

Current Events
Group
7pm
Library

15

16

22

29
Holy Trinity
School Open
House
8am-1pm
Westmont
Old Time Radio
& the American
Songbook
2pm
Library

23

4

6
Peer Jury
6pm
City Hall
Plug in & Play
7pm
Library

12

11

17

18

SAT vsACT
7pm
Library

31

14

19

20

21
Electronic
Recycling
8am-12pm
Downers Grove
Twnshp. Hwy.
Dept.

25

Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

Teen Service Day
12-4pm
Library

Community
Connections
Expo
10am-12pm
Library

Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

24

7
ESK
Conversational
Group
10am
Library

13

Pre-School Open
House
6-7:30pm
Park District

Police Pension
Board
7pm
Police Dept.

30

SATURDAY

5

Planning and
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

Current Events
Group
7pm
Library

DarienFest
Community
Kickoff
7pm
Darien Swim Club

FRIDAY

Novel Idea Book
Club
7pm
Small Business
Roundtable
7pm
Library

Meet & Greet the
Mayor
6pm
Police Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

Become a Literacy
of DuPage Tutor
1pm
Library

THURSDAY

26

27

Genealogy Group
1pm

Ultimate Princess
Party
6pm
Comm. Center

Tech Talk
7pm
Business Model
7pm
Library

28

Teen Open Mic
Night
6:30pm
Library

Send us your event information!
newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for March/April 2017 issue is
February 1, 2017

Please note:
Some programs listed may require registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Don’t miss it!

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

Darien Woman’s Club
Creative Youth Art Fair

DuPageNeighbors.com

Feb. 26
2pm Cass Jr. High School

DARIEN
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees. Please check with individual
organizations.

5

6
App Attack
3pm
Library

Admin. Fin. Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session
7pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

Board of Fire &
Police Com.
6pm
Police Dept.

13
Great Decisions
7pm
Library

19

26
Friends Concert
2pm
Library
DWC Youth Art
Fair
2-3:30pm
Cass Jr. High
School

20

14

2
Afternoon Movie
1:30
Library

Darien’s History
7pm, Library

C.O.D
5pm
Library

Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm, City Hall

Biltmore Estate
7pm
Library

8

9

Novel Idea Book
Club
7pm
Library

15

16

Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

TED Talks
7pm
Library

28

3

4

Popcorn & Pop
Culture Movie
6:30pm
Library

ESL Convers.
Group
10am, Library
ACT Practice Test
1pm, Library

10

11
Trending Tech
10am
Library

22
Tech Talk
7pm
Social Media for
Business
7pm
Library

23

17
AARP Tax Aide
9am-3:30pm
Library
Fast Friending
7pm
Library

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

Indoor Flea
Market
9am-1pm
Comm. Center

Small Business
Roundtable
7pm
Library

Peer Jury
6pm
City Hall

21

SATURDAY

AARP Tax Aide
9am-3:30pm
Library

Happy
Valentines
Day

27

Great Decisions
7pm
Library

1

Crime Readers
Book Club
7pm
Home Run Inn

Butterfly Birthday
2;30pm
Library
Adult Chess
Group
6pm
Library

Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

FRIDAY

Library Board of
Directors
7pm
Library

Lions Club Blood
Drive
4-8pm,
Lace School
Meet & Greet the
Mayor, 6pm
Police Com.
6pm
Pre-Council Work
Session, 7pm
City Council
7:30pm, City Hall

President’s Day
– City Offices
Closed

THURSDAY

Pre-School Open
House
6-7:30pm
Park District

7

AARP Tax Aide
9am-3:30pm,
Library

AARP Tax Aide
9am-3:30pm
Library

Online Dating
2pm
Library

The Corporate Beige Book

F E B R U A R Y 2017
MONDAY

12

Financial News

18
ESL
Conversational
Group
10am
Library

24

Corporate sentiment improved
during the third quarter based on
our analysis of earnings conference
call transcripts for third quarter
2016 earnings season. We saw
greater use of strong and positive
words, whereas talk of recession
was again virtually non-existent and
the presidential election surprisingly
garnered relatively little attention.
Brexit-related commentary and
fewer currency mentions suggest
stability in the U.K., while oil
and China continued to garner
significant attention. We use
earnings conference call transcripts
to gauge overall sentiment of
corporate management teams, much
like we have done with the Federal
Reserve’s (Fed) Beige Book to create
our Beige Book Barometer.
For all the media attention on the
U.S. presidential election, corporate
executives spent surprisingly little
time on the topic during third

quarter conference calls. We found
just 31 mentions of the election in
the call transcripts we examined
for Q3. A search for “Trump” and
“Clinton” revealed even fewer
mentions.
Corporate America ended its
earnings drought in style in the
third quarter of 2016, with S&P 500
earnings growing more than 4%
year over year, a roughly 5% upside
surprise to prior estimates (as of
October 1, 2016). The results were
consistent with our expectation for
a continued rebound in the fourth
quarter and in 2017.
The Corporate Beige Book
suggests that corporate executives
have become more confident in the
macroeconomic outlook. The end
of the earnings recession, which
coincided with drags from oil and
the dollar abating, and the market’s
calm reception to Brexit likely
provided reassurance. We believe

third quarter results were strong
enough to justify the improved
tone and support our expectation
for mid-to-high single digit earnings
growth in 2017.

Angelo Imbrogno is president of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for
any individual. To determine which investment(s)
may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance
reference is historical and is no guarantee of future
results. Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured |
No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee | May Lose
Value | Not Guaranteed by any Government
Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit.
Securities and advisory services offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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AARP Tax Aide
9am-3:30pm
Library

SEASPAR Fishfry
5:30 & 7:30pm
Wheatstack

Send us your event information!
newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for March/April 2017 issue is
February 1, 2016
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Neighbors of Darien

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482

info@neighborsmagazines.com

City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . . . . . . . . .  630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400, ext 122

