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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
February 5, 2020
Case
PZC 2020-01

7532 South Cass Avenue

Public Correspondence

(Sign Variations)

1. D. Gombac email response 02.03.2020
2. D. Gombac additional correspondence 02.03.2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Dan Gombac
ctncrew@comcast.net
Eric Gustafson; Tom Belczak; Michael J. Coren; Mary Sullivan; Lester Vaughan; Joseph Kenny; Thomas Chlystek;
Bryon Vana; Joseph Hennerfeind; Lou Mallers; Ted schauer; Joe Marchese
RE: Zoning Request for Electronic Signage at Cass and Plainfield
Monday, February 3, 2020 2:27:57 PM
Goal Setting - Tuesday October 29th - 630 p.m..msg

Good afternoon Chris,
Your e-mail was forwarded to me this morning and we appreciate your feedback. Please see the
responses below to your inquiries and feel free to call me to discuss anything additional. We would
also encourage you to attend the Public Hearing Meeting on Wed at 7:00 pm, at the City Hall.
Sincerely,

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106

To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
http://www.darien.il.us/Reference-Desk/DirectConnect.aspx
From: Eric Gustafson <egustafson@darienil.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 10:19 AM
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Zoning Request for Electronic Signage at Cass and Plainfield

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: "CTnCrew" <ctncrew@comcast.net>
Date: February 1, 2020 at 5:50:29 PM CST
To: <tbelczak@darienil.gov>
Cc: <jmarchese@darienil.gov>, <mjcoren@darienil.gov>, <msullivan@darienil.gov>,
<lvaughan@darienil.gov>, <jkenny@darienil.gov>, <tchlystek@darienil.gov>,
<egustafson@darienil.gov>, <tschauer@darienil.gov>
Subject: Zoning Request for Electronic Signage at Cass and Plainfield
Mr. Belczak,
I am a Darien resident living within your ward. I have read through the packet
regarding the zoning variance request which is to be reviewed this coming Wednesday,

which packet was (unfortunately) not made available for public review until yesterday.
The City posts materials (agenda/meeting packets) the week prior to meetings – this is
in adherence with Illinois Open Meetings Act law, which requires local governments to
post the agenda 48 hours in advance of a public meeting. The City also met the legal
posting requirements for holding a public hearing by publishing a notice in the DuPage
Chronicle on Jan. 22. It’s important to note that the Feb. 5 meeting is one of several
opportunities for public comment on the electronic message board signs. Other
opportunities include upcoming Municipal Services Committee and City Council
meetings (dates TBD). These meeting packets will also be available the week before the
meeting. If you are unable to attend in person, you can call or email City Planner Joseph
Hennerfeind at 630-353-8113 or jhennerfeind@darienil.gov. Written and verbal
comments will be shared with the appropriate committees and City Council.
At base, I do not object to having a monument-style sign to “welcome” folks to Darien. I
do however object to the physical scale of the proposed. At a minimum, there should
be no variance permitted to go beyond the existing 12’ height limit, nor a variance to
allow for dual signage. Too much and out of scale as proposed. Let’s stick to our
agreed standards and codes.
The goal of the signs was to communicate City meetings, events, and seasonal info. We
appreciate the note to the height and will forward your points to the Planning and
Zoning Members. The height variance was requested for the following,
                Landscape enhancement at the base
                Optimal size for viewing to motorists and most importantly for Darien
residents and businesses
                Placement of the verbiage “City of Darien” to enhance “center of town” and
compliment the City owned Clock Tower across the street
But more importantly, above any other concerns and misgivings I may have, I object in
the strongest possible terms to the giveaway of rights to use land owned by the City of
Darien to Chicago Billboard, a for-profit advertising corporation intent on using the land
to earn large sums of money, and to doing so without competitive bidding or any
tangible and appropriate rent or remuneration to the City and it’s resident taxpayers.
The City does not and will not own the property for the sign
The City requested an easement from the property owner for the right to post City
related items
The City will not own or maintain any portion of the signage and/or landscaping
The “Privilege” of having one of eight advertising slots on these advertising
billboards is, realistically, of absolutely no tangible value to the taxpayers. The
city already has multiple ways to communicate with residents in physical and
online formats. The marginal value of doing so on this signage is extremely
minimal, especially in view of the high imputed cost to the City of Darien in

terms of forgone rental income, at a time when the City’s needs for additional
revenue are very clear and even acute.
The elected group held a had a Goal Setting Workshop on Oct 29, 2019. Please see the
attached agenda under topic of Communications.
In addition, it appears that this lucrative concession is being awarded to Chicago
Billboard without competitive bid. Why?
The City does not and will not own the property or the sign.
Clearly, the concession being awarded is of great financial value, or else
Chicago Billboard would not be interested. How is it that the rights to use this
property, of which I and all the Darien taxpayers are joint owners, and the
revenue stream which it will generate for Chicago Billboard, are being given
away for free to a for-profit company without any effort to evaluate other
potential offers?
Please feel free to provide any further feedback/offers.
Further it seems to me that, rightly or wrongly, to a reasonable disinterested
observer the last-minute delivery to the public of the details of the proposal
could potentially be viewed as having been purposely planned to minimize
scrutiny by the taxpayers. While the City’s hand-written request for zoning
variance was not officially processed until January 17, all the other project plans
and documents were clearly complete months ago. With all documents being in
hand by the 17th of the month, why should it take 2 weeks to post the details on
the City’s web site?
City Staff was directed to pursue opportunities with marquee signage as a result from
the Goal Setting Workshop. The City requested of the developer consideration
regarding an opportunity for the marquee signs and to allow the City to display info as
stated above. The developer agreed to the concept and Staff reached out to
neighboring municipalities regarding City owned marquee signs and were forwarded
contact info for Chicago Billboards.
In other words, Darien’s taxpayers have been allowed less than one calendar
week to review these documents before the related Zoning Board meeting.
Please note the item regarding the signage was mentioned at the Public Hearing,
Municipal Services, and the City Council, for the site development back on Dec 18,
2019. The posting regarding the variation was posted on Dec 4, 2019.
What is the rush?

There is no rush to this item
If technical or operational issues truly prevented the web posting of the
detailed proposal packet from being completed any earlier, then why not reset
the date for the Zoning Board meeting to allow more time for public input?
There were no technical or operational issue
The prior two Zoning Board meetings were cancelled, so it would not be an
unusual occurrence.

In short, No-Bid, No Revenue and Rushed are NOT the attributes I would associate with
a proper and prudently negotiated Real Estate rental contract. Especially not when the
Lessor is a municipal government such as the City of Darien. To put I bluntly, given the
no-bid, no revenue basis of the proposal, and the delayed availability of details for
public review, the approach to this project could easily be viewed as having been, at
best, rather rushed and flawed and, at worst, as being tinged with the appearance of
potential insider politics and weak governance and stewardship by the Zoning Board
and the entire City Council.
No further comments, items addressed above
In Summary, I feel strongly that both the Zoning Board and the City Council need to
take a step back and carefully reconsider both the plan and the process for awarding
this concession, and to consider the following contrary views:
1) No variance should be granted at the February 5 meeting of the Darien
Zoning Commission.
Your comments will be forwarded into the record, to the Commission,
Committee and City Council.
2) If such variance is recommended by the commission at this meeting,
the full City Council should reject the variance as premature and make
recommendations for further consideration of the City’s options.
Please provide any additional feedback or options.
3) Any such concession by the City of Darien for
the use of this or any other city-owned
property by private individuals or for-profit
organizations must include tangible, reasonable
and fair financial compensation to the city and
its taxpayers. To do otherwise would be
nothing less than a breach of the City Council’s

fiduciary duty to its taxpayer citizens.
City does not own, or maintain any land or signage.
4) Above all, the awarding of such a lucrative concession by the City of
Darien MUST only be considered after conducting a fully transparent,
open and free public bidding process. This concession is simply of too
great a value to be granted as a no-bid, no revenue deal. I worry that to
do otherwise could potentially open up the entire City Council to
questions of impropriety in the awarding of the contract.
Same reply as above.

Thank you for taking the time to read this admittedly long note. I hope you and
everyone on the Darien City Council will carefully consider my concerns while reviewing
plans for this project.
Sincerely,
Chris Thomas
7205 Seminole Drive
Darien

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dan Gombac
CTnCrew
Eric Gustafson; Tom Belczak; Michael J. Coren; Mary Sullivan; Lester Vaughan; Joseph Kenny; Thomas Chlystek;
Bryon Vana; Joseph Hennerfeind; Lou Mallers; Ted schauer; Joe Marchese
RE: Zoning Request for Electronic Signage at Cass and Plainfield
Monday, February 3, 2020 7:34:53 PM

Good evening Chris,
Thank you for your e-mail and understanding. Again, feel free to call me or any of Staff members any
time.
Sincerely,

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106

To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
http://www.darien.il.us/Reference-Desk/DirectConnect.aspx
From: CTnCrew <ctncrew@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 6:15 PM
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>
Cc: Eric Gustafson <egustafson@darienil.gov>; Tom Belczak <tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Michael J.
Coren <mjcoren@darienil.gov>; Mary Sullivan <MSullivan@darienil.gov>; Lester Vaughan
<lVaughan@darienil.gov>; Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>; Thomas Chlystek
<TChlystek@darienil.gov>; Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Joseph Hennerfeind
<jhennerfeind@darienil.gov>; Lou Mallers <l.mallers@comcast.net>; Ted schauer
<tschauer@darienil.gov>; Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov>
Subject: RE: Zoning Request for Electronic Signage at Cass and Plainfield
Dan,
Thanks for your note. And for your patience and your forbearance. It appears I owe you and
everyone on this thread a major apology for over-reacting based upon a serious
misconception.
I was working under the belief, based in part on the zoning variance request having been
signed by you, that it was the city which owned the property on the periphery of the corner
and that easement had been granted by the mall owner for the City to further encroach on
the mall in order to accommodate the signage, as opposed to the other way around.
Given that this is not the case, clearly my concerns are invalid and moot.
Again, please accept my apology for injecting unnecessary and unwarranted concerns into
to the discussion and adding to your workload. I do hope to be able to attend on

Wednesday, if at all possible.
Sincerely,
Chris Thomas
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Additional Documents

(Sign Variations)

1. LED Billboard Sign Brightness & Capabilities
2. Signage Rendering w/ water feature.

